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barkingby no means involving bitibitingng
and josiahjobiah was aoido acciusaccustomedtomed to it
that beheouidwould have miesmibsmisseded itilandand not
felt natural without being wound up
and setiet going for the day by nabby

onedasone day later in the winter nabbnabbyy
waswashing for mrsurs hosleyhobley

so youve taken josiahjobiah back again
after all said mrsmis hosley

wellswell yes I1 have said nabby
givin a last twist to the sheet bheehe was
wringing out josiah be very
much to brag of but then you see heshea
my own and all ive got were get-
tin to be old folks josiah and me
and we may as well put up with escheacheach
other the little while wevewelve gottogotgob to stay
here

how hasbaa hohe been doingdring since he
came back

first rate hes walked as straights
A string ever since hes a good provi-
der he quit drinkin and a mas-
terterhandhand for up things around
the house and makin it comfortable
I1 tell you what tibtletie miss hosley weve
got to makemaud lowIlowances for folks in this
world we cant have em always jestkestest
to our mind weve got to take em
jest aeas they are and make the beat
ontant 11

IL

im glad lo10 senyouseebee you so much happier
andnd better contented nabby ll11

well I1 used to fret and complain a
good deal because things turned
out as I1 expected em to but lately ive
thought a good deal about it all and
ive mademode up myray mind that theres con
siderabioablo comfort for every one in this
world aftenafter allail we maint git jest
what we want but we get somethin 11

in which piece of philosophy I1 believe
nabbabaiy waswaa about right

axxieANNIE AND brayerPRATERPHAYElt
the eve wore night badfiad

been saidbaid
andaeannie endand wililewillie had crept into bed
there were tears on their pillows and tears in

their eyes
andand each little bosom was heavy with sighs
for tonightto night thairtheir serriefern lathers command had

been given
that they arnouldanould retire precisely nat sevenbeven
instead of at eight for they troubled him more
with questions unheard of0 than ever before
behe had told them heae thought riisrits celust gnaa

sinnoto such being as santa class ever had been
and helie hoped arterafter this he should never moremoro

hear
how helie scrambled downI1

chimneys with prespros
enta each year

and tbthiathis was the teasonreason that two littlebeadslittielittle heads
sotso restlessly tossed on their sortsoft downy beds
bight nine abidand the clock on the steeple tolled

um
not a word had ben spoken by either till thentheng
when willies sadcad racefaco promfromrom the blanket did

Pe
and wwhispered1espered dear annie in yonyou fast

aseep
44 why no brother I1 A sweet
ive triedjim it in vain buebuibut I1 cant shut my eyes

for somehow it makes me noro sorry because
dear papa has said there Is no santa clausclans
mownowsownow we knewkhew there Is and it cant be denied
for became every 1 ear before mamma died
but thenan ive been thinking that she used to

pray
and god would bear everythingevery thing mamma would

saybuy
and perhaps shethe asked him to send santa clausclans

here
with the sacks tulifull of presents he brought every

yearat t

weilweirn welteweitewell W 1 7 tant we pay desteest as mamma did
thenabou

and ask him lobendto send him with presents acenaden
ive been thinking to too andaudad without a

wordword mormore0
four uttieutile bare feet bounded out antheon the floor
and four little knees the softboft campst pressed
and two tiny hands were clasped close to each

breastnow Wtillealite yonyou knowkaow we mustmost firmly believe
that the presents we ask for were sure tto0

rereseleeselveelveyou must waltawait justast as still till I1 say the amen
auddy that you will know that your turn hasdas

come thenthertherrilltilllisl
deardeir jesus look downdon oilon my brother and me

and grant us the favor we are asking of thee
I1 want a wax dolly a tea set andana ring
and an ebony workworkboxbokbox that shuwshaw with a

spring
BR essass papa leardear jesus and cause him to see
that bantaBAUM clansclausclacia loves uaus far betterletter than hebe
dontdant lethim get fretful and angry again
at dear brother wiiliewillie and annie ament0

please desus yetletet santa taus turn down to
night v

and bribringag us sosomebomem a presents bebeforefore it Is tightight
I1 want he should dive me a meenice little sedbed
with bright shiny runnunrunnersnersi and all painted

A boxaftfulltail of daniy a book and a toy
amen and then deangdeans ill1111 be a dood boy s

their prayers being endedanaed tuethetueytheyv raised up their
heads

audandand with hearts light and cheerful again
boughtsought their beds

they were soonsoan lost in slumber both peacefulI1
and deep

az-idacidana with fairies in dreamland Wwereere roaming
in sleep

sightt nine and the little french clockdock hadhid
baruck tenteaergsra thezhe father had thought of his children
again

he seems now to hear anniesA halthalf suppressed
I1 elshelgh

and to see the big tears stand in willies blue
eyeseybs1I1 was harah with my darlings he mentally
ealdbaldid

and shouldshould not havhave sent themthern BO00 earlyelly to bbeded
sat then I1 was troublededmymy feelings found
poreor banubank

venteritv
stock todayto day has gone howndownaown tenlen ierignper

cent
Mnatsataloralofof coarsecourse forgotten their troubles

kerethaere thisn
abadand that I1 donleddenied them the thirleethurloe rakiaasked for

wlmVIST
enteng lust to make sure ill UWsteala up to their

door

1

fort navernever s to myay arlingedarlings beforeso sayingbaying behe softly ascended the stairs I1

and arrived at the doordoon 0 ohearo heauhear both theirprayers r

his annies bless papapaipW ddraws onh thebiethothe big
tears

and williesW iineslines grayegrave promise falls sweet 0ona hisearsearb i
strange strange id rforgotten il saldbald he with a

1101rohoww I1 lousedlonged when a childchud mohaveto have christmas
draw ninniniganiaaill ateneatone fortob naybay harshness he inwardly saidbybi answeringanswering
dedbed

theirthein prayers ereore I1 sleepsteep in my
then he turned to the stairs aaasakand softly went

down
threw off velvet slippers and silkbilk dressing

eowngown
donned hat coat and boots and was outoat in the
A miramirealra

street
facing the cold driving sleetnoratonornoc stoppeded he until he hadbad bought everythingevery thingtvfrom the box full of candy to theabe tiny goldring

tudeludeindeed hejae kept adding so much to bisbli store
Tthatha the presentspresenta outnumbered a scorefeorethen homeward he turned wkwithth his holiday

load
and with aunt marysmarks aid in the nursery

stowed
miss dollydouy was seated beneath a pine treeby the side of a table spread out for herliar tea
A workboxwork box weltwell filled in the centrecontra was laid
and on it a ring for which annie had prayed
A soldier in uniform stood by a sled
with brijbrifbrightht slitshiningning runners and all paintediglialyeu

there were balls dogs and horses books pleas-
inging to see

and birjbirlsa of WalleliI1 colors were perched in the truetreetrie
while santa claus stood up in the
As ifeeftinggetting

top
readyready more presents to drop

and as the fondloud father bethe picture surveyed
he thoughthoughttl for his trouble he had amply been

paid
and heno adbaidsaid to himself as he brushed offa tear
sgrinimrin happier to night than ive been for wya yearear
ive eljenjoyedoyed more true pleasure than ever besorelorefeolwhat care I1 ifit bank stock falls ten per cent

more
hereafter ill make it a rule I1 believebellevto have santa claus visit usas eacheve Is
soat aln 0dhe gently extinguished the iia
andad tripped lowniown the stairs to retire fortor thenight i
As soon as the beams of the bright morningsun
putpat the darknessdarknesynesi to flight and the stars one by

tone
fofourur little blue eyeseye oatout of sleep opened wide
and at the same moment the present espied
then out of their beds theyther sprang magrwith iia

bound
and the very gutagifts prayed for were allnil of them

found
they laughed and they cried in their innocent

glee
andana shouted for papalpapa to come quickluick andanaan EX see
what presents old Santa clansclaus brought in thenight
justinejusticejustJusti hethe things that they wanted andana beva

fore light
and boyrnow in a voicevote0 bonson andlow

therestheras a bansansantabantata clausclans papa 1
1 I 1know I1 1

1

while dear littielittle climbed upuponoriorl his knee
bearDeArdeterminedmined no secret between themthein should be
andana told in soft whispers hohow annie had balsatsaidsald
that their dear blessed mamma eoso long ag0

dead
used to kneel down and pray by the side of

her chair V

and that god up in heaven had answered herprayeir
I trienthen we dot up andaua dust as well asns we

answered our payraypayersersi now he
daod

1I should saymay that he was if he sent you all
these

and knew just what presents my children
would please

wellveil well let him think BOso the dear little elf
atwould be cruel to tell him I1idid it myself
blind father I1 who caused your stern heart to

rientrelent fT
and the hasty word spoken so soon toretoroto repentpent

the being who bade you steal bofbotsoftlyaly up-
stairs

and made you his agentnent to answer their pray-
ers
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