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phout4 hout a breachbranch between the man
W fta bit of rowrope around ble waistongending with a palm leaf stirrup tor
one bare lootfoot took his machete in hithis
teeth andaall shinnedchinned up like a
heard to the very top where
he whacked off one of the huge
leaves As in most things in this wick-
ed world the descent was more rapid
and dangerous than the ascent but he
came down grinning elated by thetwenty cent piece for which he would
gladlygladly climb palm trees for the rest of
histe natural life

laterlaiter we went to seeflee the cutting of
a heldfield of cane several hundred men
endand women were ranged in long lines
each line under a leader who starts the
tune and takes the initiative in every
movement altogether they swingowing the
macheteacheteBa grasping the cane stalk with
one handhamd and bending in unison as
though moved by machinery the whiz
ainging sounding of the blades cutting the
air and the click ofbf falling cane making
a rude accompaniment to the song they
ereare singing ox carts carry the cane
to a queer machine patented by a cu-
ban which hoists it up weighs it and
dumpsdumpe it evenly into waiting cars to
be conveyed to the mill there women
throw it in to the grinders chantingchaitin9a wild chorus as they work in which
one company responds to another in a
sort of musical dialogue

this letter is already too long to go
into the modus operandiope randl of sugar mak
ing even itif its writer understood the
subject cane Is cultivated like indian
corn which it closely resembles in ap-
pearancepearance only some yellow in color it
w10 faratrot planted in rows not in hills likewncorn and must be hoed and weeded un-
til it gets high enough to shade its
own roots after which it needs no fur-ther attention till the cutting this re
terp to the first laying out of a planta-
tion which will atterafterwardswards continue
fruitful for years by simple processes of
renewal when thoroughly ripe the
long yellow leaves are streaked with
red the top a dark green from the
center of which shoots up a silvery
stemmem two or three feet high on whose
stem grows a lilac plume shading to
white the effect of a cane field inate maturity basking under the torrid
imm and gently undulating in the
breeze tois a picture to live in the

Hlerwayhemery sugar cane yields but one
edw 6 year thereere are several va-
rietiesvitrie tieses but in cuba the seemsseemto toebe tilethe favorite between the time
when enough of0 the cane tois ripe to war-
rant the getting of steam in
tleahe grindingindinogr mill and the time whenwn and heat spoils its quality all thesugar for the season must be made
tierce the necessity for great industry
hiring a portion of the year in louisi-ana the grinding season lasts only eight
weeks in cuba it continues four
months this year with war on hand

here toIs greater haste than ever torforate11 minx may be burnt down any day
gowhe juice is pressed out by machinery
and after the second squeezing toIs dry
the crude sugar is put into bags of jute

ach bag contalcontainingning pounds by
ahebe way a fair sample of
methodsteth may be seen in sugar
bags the cost of an english jute bag
19U 9 cents but the duty thereon unless
ibbe made in spain tois 10 cents and its
tricearke to cubans is 20 cents so themthethrifty mother country gets the job of
making the bags and supplies them toseriker colonies at twice their value andaveav per crentcent over that toIs no worse
baeverbw ever than in the matter of flour
bobans might get it direct from the
united states at 6 a barrel but itamus at havana from 12 to if16 the

because every ounce of it must
Orflost go to spain and come back with

upon it J

A tw yeara ago the value of cubasplantations all told including sugar
affee and tobacco waswaa officially esti-
mated

I

at yielding a net

yearly income of remember
ing that only about one third of the
islands superficial area of square
kilometreskilometres Is under cultivation these
figures speak well for its fertility
heaven knows it ought to be fertilelej
with frequent baptismsbaptism of blood during
four centuries within the last two
years it has been enriched by upwards
of human carcases according
to a statement made inathe cortex by
the learned diputadoDeputado don jose de plpi
rojo cuba had contributed to the span-
ish crown up too the year 1890 a trifle
over

in the year 96 she was happy in hav-
ing to pay only not count-
ing the municipal taxesmore than was ever demanded of any
equal number of taxpayers in the worldno wonder spain considers her re-
belliousbel lious colony a prize to fight over
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A DYING NATION

spain alone of all the nations which
have filled a large place in the worlds
history is weaker today than it was
when the century began england and
russia are more powerful than they
were then austria has lost its shad-
owy connection with that political fic-
tion called the roman empire which
voltaire said was neither an empire
nor roman nor holy and she has
been driven out of the german league
france has lost territory here and
there and has gained some but both
austria and prancefrance are in all essential
particulars stronger than they were a
century ago leaving out of view the
transient dominance which bonaparte
guvegave to the latter country the empire
of germany and the kingdom of italy
did not come into being until the last
third of the present century

totally different has been the rec-
ord of spain in 1800 spain comprised
not far from half of north america
and nearly all of central and south
america she had the whole of the re-
gion westwent of the mississippi from the
canadian line south to the gulf ofat
mexico and practically the whole of
the continent from this point southward
to cape horn and the islands adjacent
belonged to her in addition she had
florida and a strip of territory north of
the gulf ofat mexico extending from the
present state of florida west to the
mississippi so that sheacae had the terri-
tory on both sides of that river at its
southern end the boast that the sun
never set on the dominions of philllpphillip ifII11
could still have been truthfullytrubfully made in
the days of charles IV a century ago
but all of that immense domain has
broken away from her since then ex-
cept a few fragments of that world
empire comprising the greater part of I1

the western hemisphere which spain
had years ago cuba porto rico
and a few other islands too

to find a place on ordinary
maps are all that is left to her today
nothing in the history of any other na
tilon excel he collapse of alexandersalexander
empire after the great macedoniansMacedon ians
death or the fall of rome when oada
ser overturned the shadow throne of
littleblittle augustus equals the swift and

utter ruin which has come to spain
since the eighteenth cent closing
years

how and why did spain loose its
americanAme empire the answer to this
query necessitates the taking of aa
glance backward farther than the time
at which the break uptip in arnam
erica began philip II11 sogo a spanish
chronicler of his time tells usua schooled
hishia sonaon philip to be an imbecile in
nordertoorder to prevent him from amsassertingerting
himself before the fathers death and
the work was done so90 thoroughly that
the later philip remaineddpnaai imbecile
toi the day of hishii death philipphllip III I1
surrendered the government to aaa

persecutions of philip 11II which were soaobarbarbarousbarberoberousiu that motley says it wailwaabeyond the power of mansmano ingenuityto add any fresh horrors to themhe drove tens of thousands of jewjews
and about moorsmoore out of ththekingdom he continued in his ameri-can provinces the hideous reign ofmurder and treachery which under hisbigpredecessors had been carried by suchinstruments as pizarro and cortescorte

here are the causes of the fall ofspain from the position otof primacyamong the nations in the seventeenthcentury to that of a third class power
in the nineteenth these causesbrought this consequence because thecauses have endured the case ofphillip III is cited here for two reas-ons philip reign marks the begin-ning of decline and fall thatmonarchs defects collies and vicesare repeated in an overwhelming ma-jority of crown wearbearerswearerswe areraers

they with fatal regularity andaadconstancy among that countrys mon-archs down almost to today god
who has been gracious in giving rnememany states has not given me an heircapable of governing them the lat-ter part otof this observation which lajaascribed to philip II11 would be true ofvery nearly all or that kings succes-
sors the incapable and cowardlyphilip III who reigned from 16981598 to
1621 is reproduced years later inthe cowardly vicious and incompetent
charles IV who reigned from 17881789 to
1808 and in the person of charles stillmore despicable son fredinand VIIwhose sway nominally extended fronifrom
1808 to 1833 for philips favorit etheduke of lerma we have the weak cor-rupt and unscrupulous cortier godoyreligious persecutions and barbaritieswhich philip II11 and philip III gerpegrated in european dominionswere practiced in american do-minions along to the days charles IVand fredinand VILVII these follies andenormities had driven most ofeuropean provinces outside of ththeepeninsula proper into revolt whichfourth charles went to the thronethey erected all otof american
dependencies into nations separate
from spain during chaalesOhCh arleeaxles and predlfredibands reigns

with the regime of charles IV thedownfall of spanish power on theamerican continent began and thecurrent of spanish affairs began totouch the stream of united states his-tory the louisiana province whichwas ceded to spain by france in 1783after frances defeat by englandspain to prancefrance in 1800 ona promise from bonaparte which ahatthatpotentate prompromptly disregarded to ren-
der certain services to spain As com-
pared with the france of bonaparte
the spain of that day was as feeble indiplomacy as it was contemptible inarms charles waxwas a glutton and an im-
becile and the queen marie loudee ofparma was a shameless profligate whoelevated one of her lovers the weakand vain manuel godoy from a mentalpost in the kings body guard to thestation of prime minister and virtually
head of the government to which ar-rangementrangement the imbecile king who knewthe relations between the queen andgodoygoday assented godoy and charles
were wax in Bona partes hands when
the last named personage coerced the
OppA itah government into surrenderingto prance hebe on godowa
demand promised not to give up thatterritorytory to any other power except tospain and to be especially careful not
to lotlet the united states get a foothold
in it bonaparte when temptation ap-
peared repudiated his pledge aw chaer
fully as fiebe did the promise to petiperformform
certain spain asaa an eulva
lent of the the temptation
somesame ah 1803 when the war between
england and prancefrance was resumed


