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the terms of the lawjaw are very

severe on public offofficersluers who wil-
fully fallfail or neglect to carry out its
provisions we do not say this is
wrong or unnecessary A law is of
little use unless it is enforced and if
officialsbials do not perform their duty it
may be rendered nothing but a
deadde id letter but the county courts
can do much towards aiding the
assessors and collectorscollectoroorri and in
saving them from the 0 dum that
excessive taxation will bring upon
them on the one hand and the pen-
alties of titie law to which they will
hebe liable if they do not assess and
collect taxes based on C a lullfull cash
valuation as construed by extrem-
ists OB the other hand

rhoche percentage of taxation is of
course left to the county courts to
decide within certain limits it1 the
assessments are high as they are
sure to be the percpercentage of tax
should be placed us lowjo w as is con-
sistent with the revenue necessities
of the various co untiedcoundi

the unequal assessments made
heretofore and the wide discrepancy
between values as estimated in
dildifferentterent counties have rendered
necessary sumesome stringent provisions
like those inserted in the new revereve-
nuenuelanlaw but it was redesigned
by the legislature that the public
should be injured nor the poor op-
pressed we hope good common
sense will prevail in this matter and
that the county courts will do all
that they can in reason and in law
tto help their own officers in the per-
formancefor mance of disagreeable but abaoabso-
lutely essential duties

THE REVENUE LAW

in the salt lake coucountyty court
on saturday a communication was
presentedpresen teil by Asseassessorshor J W foxjr several questions in
connection with the newdew revenue
law made by the late legislature
the filing of this document
brings up other circumstances
connecked with the question of taxes
and particularly relating to assessors
who throughout the territory are
aroused and are up in arms as it
were against the law anich they
assert is an outrage notnoi only upon
those who holdbold the positions of
assessors but upon property owners

there were some amendments to
the old law which were considered
necessary by the assessors and a
bonau attee was appointed to bribring
these matterematter to the attention of thee
legislature this was done
and amendments were drafted
to cover the points referred to
these amendamendmentsments were set aside
by the legislature antiand a revenue
bill was passed and appeared in the
EVENING NEWS of march 22 now
come the cuco timit tee of assessors
with a document which Isin osary

in order to relieve them of any re-
sponsibility for thothe features of the
nowlannew law here itisit is

SALT LAKE CITY
march 1890

to the assessors of utah territory
Gentlegentlemennien your committee ap-

pointed at the meeting of the as-
sessors held last december to draft
certain needed measures to be in-
serted in the revenue bill and pre-
sent to the legislature for its ap-
proval beg to report that we com-
plied

com-
piled with your requestsrequest hutbut the
legislature did not adopt our sug-
gestionsgestions yet enacted amendments
toto the law which do notnob contain
any marks of those we framed and
we believe the revenue law as it
now stands will work a hardship
upon the public for which we are in
no way responsible

bessim W poxfox jr
assessor salt lakebake county

WM H BROWNBBOWN
assessor utah county

H F mccunnmacune
assessor juab county

committee
somesome of the features corn

of are set forth in mr foxscoxs letter
to the county court others are
named hyby the assessors I1inn comment-
ing on the law hutbut for the present
those in the letter of mr fox artare
sufficient the document reads

SALT LAKE CITY
march 1890

zioto the honorable county court of
samsalt lake county

gentlemen during the session of
the last legislature there was a
revenue law passed and made law
to take effect upon itsito approval part
of which reads as fbifollowslows

seesec 7 the assessor and hial
sureties shall be liable on titshis official
bond for all taxes on property with-
in or known to the assessor to be asaa
tessibleses sible within the county which
through his wilful failure or neglect
is or which has been byjby
him wilfully assessed at less than
the cash value

seesec 8 the prosecuting attorney
of the respective counties must
after the assessor completes the as-
sessmentsessesoment book for the year com-
mence an action on the awmanassessorss
bond for the amountamouak of taxes which
it may come to his knowledge have
been lostjost from said wilful failure or
neglect to assess taxable property
and from property at less
than cash value

under this law salt lake county
will reach this year in valuation
not less than sixty million dol-
lars in its inflated condition this
will give a revenue on the 8 millsmill tax
as provided by the last lawjaw of four
hundred and eighty thousand dol-
lars which is considerable more
than twice the revenue of last year
under the old lawla of 12 mills tax
but this is not the worst

therho new school law provides that
all taxes levied in december last by
the trusteestrustee of the several school
di tracts arearc valid and must be as-
sessed and collectedcoller ted as provided hyby
law this will make fta revenue for
the district schools otof this county
for 1890 of about one hundred and
eighty two thousand dollarsdolar or one

hundred and twenty six thousand
dollars more than was collected for
district schools last year the total
tax of this year I1 estimate to be
about six hundred and sixty two
thousand dollars or three hundred
and eighty furf ur thousand dollarsdollan
more than the total of the tax im-
posed on the people last year this
is caused by the increase in valua-
tion of the property and being com-
pelled

j

pel led under the new law to place
the values at a full cash value in
place of 50 per cent itsas of last year
the trustees in levying their per
cent having based their estimates
upon the valuation of 1889 will as
you can readily see gob to theahr
distri t schools a greater reatrevenuenue
than anticipated and far more
than theretothere is any use for under
the present sitoasituationtion I1 am placed in
as assessor of this county I1 ask
your honorable body to define to me
in writing your version of the law
as to a cash valuation of the proper-
ty in this county 1I it what it will
in thejudgment of the assessor pay
a legal interest on or is it for
what it is bought at by paying j
down and the property mortgaged
for the balance and am I1 ex-
pected to assess these security mort-
gages the lawjaw makes an
effort to explain this point but does
not to my satisfaction and i ii order
that I1 and my bondsmen may re-
ceive some protection from prose-
cution I1 ask written I1instructions at
your hands as to the valuations I1
am to be guided by and upon re-
ceiving these instruct ans I1 am wil-
ling to complete the assessment rolls
for this year but under no other
circumstances can I1 continue the
work

I1 herewith attach approximate list
of special school taxes for this year
compared with last which amounts
are notdot in excess torfor the oasescases I1
have made my estimates on are at
figures which will no more than
insure me and my bondsmen from
prosecution for the recovery of more
funds for the government as pro-
vided in the sections of law above
quoted W fox jr

assessor
approximate estimate of district

school venuerevenue for 1890 compared
with 1889 assessed in several dis-
tricts
second ward received in 1889 on

i per cent jevy S
second ward will receive

in 1890 on J per cent
levy about

third ward revreceivedelved in
1889 on i per cent levy

third ward will receive
in 1890 on i per cent
levy aboutaboutli

fourth ward received in
1889 on t per cent levy

fourth ward will receive
in 1890 on i per cent
levy about

fifth ward received in
1889 on ij1 per cent
levy

fifth ward will receiveve
in 1890 on J per cent
levlevy about

sixth iwardward received in
1889 on tJ per cent
levy 54

sixth ward will receive


