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The terma of the law are very
suvere on publie offivers who wil-
fully fail or neglect to carry out its
provisions. We Ju Dot say this is
wrong or uunecessary. A law is of
little use unless it iy enforeed, aod if
officials do not purforin thuir duty it
may be rendered pothing but a
dead letter. But the county courts
cau do mueh towards aidiog the
assussors  sod  collectors, nnd in
saving them fromn the o.um that
excessive taxation will Lring upon
them on the one hand, und the pen-
aitles of tho law to which they will
be Hable if they do bot mssess and
vollect taxes Lased oo *‘a full cash
vaiuatiou!? as coustrued by extrem-
Ists, on the other hand. :

Che percentage of Laxation is of
course left to the couuty courts to
decide within certalu limits. 1€ the
assessments are high, as they are
sure to be, the percentage of tax
sbould be placed ng low as is gon-

sistent with the revenue necessities
of the various counties.

The upequal assessments muda|
heretofure, and the wide discrepancy
betwoen values as estimated in 1
differeut couuties have rendered
necessary guine stringent provisions
like those inserted in the new reve-
oue law. But it was not designel
by the Legislature that the public|
should Le injured nor the poor op-
pressed. We hope good common
sonse will prevail in this matter and
that the couuty courts will do all
that they can iu reason and Io law
to help thelr own officers in the per-’|
furmance of digagreenble but abso-
Ditely essvutlal duties.

”,

THE REVENUE LAW.

Iu the Salt Lake Couvnty Court, |
on Saturday, n communication was
presolted by Asseseor J. W, Fox,
Jr.. prescuting sevaeral questions in
convection with 1the pew revernue
law, made by the late liegislature,
The Hling of this document
trings  ujr  other clreumstances
connevted with the question of taxes,
and particularly relating to assessors, |
who, throughout the Territory, are
wroused, and are up iu arms, as it
were, agalost the law. which thay
nsgert (s an uutrage, not only upon
tbuse who hold the positions of
assesAors, but upon property owners.

There were pome amendments to
the old Inw which were considered
pecessary by the assessors, aod a
comiLittee was appolnted to briog
these matters to the sttention of the
leglslature.  This  was  dope,
aod wmendments were drafted
to cover the points referred to.
Thess nmemdments were set aside
by the legisiature, ‘and a revenue
1ill wis pupsed anid appeared in the'
I.vERING NEWSB of March 22. Now
come the €o nmittee of nssessurs,
with a4 documeut which ia pecessary

THE DESERET WEEKLY

in order to relieve them of uny re-
apousibility for the features of the
new law. Hereit is:

Barar Laxe City,
March 30th, 1890,
To the Assessors of Utah Terrilory.

Gentlenmien—Your committes ap-
pointed st the meeting of the as-
sessory heid last December, to draft
certaiu needed measures to be lo-
gerted in the Revenue Bill, aud pre-
sent to the Legislature for its ap-
proval, bey ta report that we com-
Eiiull with your request, but the

egislaturs did not adopt our sug-
gestions, yet enacted amendments
to the law, whica do oot cootsio
any marks of those we frauned, and
we believe the Revenue Law s it
now staods will work a bardship
upon the publie, for which we are iu
oo wuy respousible,

JEssE W. Fox, Jr.,
Ansessor, Bnlt Lake County,
WM. H. BrROowN,
Assessor, Utah County,
H. F. MoCUNE,
Assessor, Juab County,
Committee,

Some of the festures complained
of are eet forth 1o Mr. Fox’s letter
to the couunty court. Others ure
named by the assessors, in comment-
ing ou the law, but for the present,
those in the letter of Mr. Fox are
sutficient. The dovcument reads:

BavrTt LAke CITY,
March 23th, 1890.

o the Ionorable County Court of
Salt Lake County:

Gentlemen—During the session of
the last Legislature there was a
revenue law “passed and made law
to take effevt upon Its approvai, part
of which reads as follows:

‘‘Seec. 7. The assessor and his
sureties shall L liable on his official
bond fer all taxes on property with-
in or known to the assessor to be as-
sesgible within the eounty, whieh,
through his wilful fallure or neglect
is unassessed or which has been by
hiion wilfully assessed at less tban
the cash value.

‘dee. 8. The prosecuting attorney
of the respective counties must,
after the assvssor completes the as-
aessmient book for the year, com-
mence an actioun on the nsseasor’s
bond for the amount of taxea which
it may come to his knowledue have
been lost from said wilful failure or
neglect to assess taxahle property
and from assersing property at less
than eash value.””

Under this law Salt Lake County
will reaeh this year in valuation
not less than sixty million dol-
lars, in its infiated condition. This
will give arevenue on the 8 millstax
as provided by the last law, of four
hundred and eighty thousand dol-
lars, which is conslderable wmore
than twice the revenue of last year
undder the old law of 12 mills tax,
but thia is not the worst.

The new school law provides that
all taxes levied in December last by
the trustees-of the several echool
di-triets are valid and must be as-
sessed antl cullected as provided by
law. This will make A reveuus for
the district schools of this connly
fur 1890 of abwut one huodred and
eighty-twe thousand dollurs, or oue

hupdred aod twenty-six thousand
dollirs more than was collected for
district schools lust year. The total
tux of this year I estimate to be
about six hundred and sixty-two
thousand dollars or three huudred
aud eighty-four thousand dollars
more than the total of the tax im-
posed on the people fast year. This
s cauged by the increase in valua-
tion of the property, and being com-
pelled, under tie new law, to place
the values at o full eash value, in
place of 60 per cent, us of last year,
the trustees in levying their per
cent haviog based thelr estimates
upoil the valuation of 1889, will as
you cab reaiiily see, give to tho
distri t schools a greater revenue
than anticipated, aod far more
than there s any use for. Under
the preseut sitvation I am placed in,
as assessor of this countv, | ask
your honorable body to define to me
in writing your version of the law
as to acash valuation of the proper-
Ly in this county. [- it what it will
inthejudgment of the assessor pay
a legal interest on? Or is it for
what it 18 bought at by paying ¢
dowu and the property morteaged
for the balapce? And am [ ex-
pected to assess these security mort-
gages at their face? The law makesan
effort to explain this point but dees
oot to my satisfaction, aud in order
that I and my bondsmen may re-
ceive some pirotection from prose-
cution, I ask written instructions at
your hands as to the valuations I
mn o be guided by, and upon re-
ceiving these tustructisns I am wil-
ling to complete the nssessment rolls
for this year, but upder oo other
clireumstapees ean 1 vontioue the
work. :

I herewith attach approximate list
of syeecint school taxes for thisa year
compared with Ilnst, which amounts
are pot in excess, for the cases I
have maie my estimates on are at
figures which will no more thanp
infure me and my bondsmen from
prosecution for the reeovery of nore
funds for the goverument, as pro-
vided in the sections of law ahove
guoted. Jrssr W. Fox, Jr.,

Assesror.

Approximate estimate of «istriet
school pevenue for 1890 comjared
with 1880 assessed In several dis.
iricts: :
Becond Ward received in 1889 on

# per ceut Jovy.......... § 994.88
Becond Ward will regelve
io 1890 on § per ¢cent
levy about......... r
Third Ward received in
1889 on } perceatlevy
Third Ward will receive
in 1890 on { per cent
levy about.......... e, ....
Fourth Ward received in
1889 on § percentlevy
Fourth Ward will receive
in 1890 on } per cent
levy about...... ..o
Fifth Ward received in
1889 on 1% per cent
o 0o i 0o SEEEE 0
Fifth Ward will receive
in 1890 un § per cent
levy about.........ooec.ns
Sixth Ward received in
1889 on } per cent
levy...

3500.00
536.01

2000.00
a87.72

2000.00

3491.68

2200.00

695 54

Bixth Ward will receive



