RELIGIOQOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious gervices were held at
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Bunday, Dec. 14th, 1890, commenc-
Ing at 2 p. m,, President Charles
W. Penrose presiding.

The choir sang:

How are thy servanta Llest, O Lord,
How sure is their defenae.

Prayer by Elder Robert Morris,.

The choir and congregation sang:
Now let us rejoice in the day of aalvation.

No longer a3 slrangers on earth need we
roam.

ELDER CHARLES wW. PENROSE

gaid since coming into the stand he
had heen requested te address the
congregation. He hoped to have
the faith aud prayers of those pres-
ent, that he might be able to touch
upon such subjects as would edify
and instruet them.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, he
said, coutains n great many truths,

therefore the Elders need never be’

at o loss for a subject to speak upoun.
The Gospel is 0 message of glad tid-
ings, and embraces everything that is
true, whether it pertains to body or
apirit; everything that tends to en-
noble and exalt. 1§ brings the gift
of that Spirit which, according to
the promise given to the first dis-
ciples of our Lord, is to lead into all
truth. This is the office of the
Heoly Bpirit and light to the nind
is the result of its operations. By
its aid we may see eye to eye nnd
the things of God become tneasur-
ably plain to us. But to have the
full benefit of this 3pirit, as a con-
gregation it is necessary that our
minds shall he directed into une
chanpel, When this 8pirit was
poured out upon the disciples in
great power on the day of Pentecost
1t was -because they were together
with one aecord in one place. [hey
were all united. Therefore they
were prepared to receive this great
manifestation. 8o must we be
united and east aside our cares and
everything that will distract our
atteution.

The Spirit of God is one of
quietude aud calmuess and peace.
When disturbances oceur in" wor-
shiping congregations they may
seem to be o small matter,
yet they affect the assembly
as 2 whole. [t is therefors neces-
sary to be quiet and to direct our
thoughis to the speaker aud follow
him closely in his remarks. This is
o great heip to both the speaker and
the hearers.

When the whole congregation
turn their attention to the servaut
of God who is called to address
them, thére is an iafluence that
%oea with this that makes it easy
or the speaker and beneficial tothe
hearers.

O1ie of the topics of the tlmes is
an old subject revived— that
of the second coming of the Lord.
There has been held, recently, in
the east a large assembly of divines
for the purpose of discussing this
matter. After Jesus Christ left the
earth, the subject was agitated
among the leading Elders of the
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Church. They expected Him to
return very soon, not to suffer aud
die ag at His first coming, but te
reign as King of kings; to bring
reward to those who had suftered for
His sake, and to fulfil the predic-
tions relating to Messiah which had
not already been fulfilled, They ex-
pected He would come to subdue all
pations that would not serve Him
and that He would make His A pos-

| tles princes to reigu over the House

of Israel. But this did not take
place in their day. Their minds,
were evidently not enlightened as
to the time for these events.

They had asked the Lord after
His resurrection if He would at that
time restore the kingdom to Israel,
but He had told them that it was
uot for them to know the times and
the seasons which the Father had
reserved in His nwn power. He had
told them before His death that the
hour ¢f Hiscoming was not known
to Him, nor to the angels, but only
to the Kather. To Johu, on Patmos,
He declared that He would come
in clouds and that every eye shouli
gee Him, and they also who had
pierced Him; but He did not reveal
the time when this should take
place; only the fact that He would
cert.a{nly coine. This fact was pro-
¢laimed by His followersand it will
be fulfilled in every particular in
the due time ot the Lord.

Peter told the people to whom he
wrote that ““the Lord is not slack
conceruing his promise as some
meu count slackness.”> He re-
minded them that ‘‘one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.”? What
agems ¢ an lmwmepse period to
us Is only as the twinkling of au
eye to Him whostands in the midst
ot eternity and beholds everything
as it is, a3 it was and as it will be,
whose course s one eterpg) round
and who never changes,

Paul, also, when he had received
more light upon this subject than at
first, wrote to the Thessalonjans:
“Be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, uor by
word, nor by letter asfrom us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.
Let no man deceive you by any
means; for that day shall not come,
exoept there come a falling away
first.”’

At first they looked upon the
second advent of Christ as immedi-
ate, and thls encouraged them in
their work to preach the Gospel
under many adverse circumstances.
But after they had beeu laboring for
a long time, ani had becowe better
acquainted with the operations of
the 8pirit.they were enabled to look
forward and see many of the events
that would infervene before His
coming, and,among others, the great
apoustasy that was (o take pluce, The
fact remained a fact, although they
found out that they had miscalou-
lated the time. Let thisbe a warn-
ing to the Latter-day 8Saints. TChey
also have been told to look forward
to the coming of Christ, but have
not been toid the day nor the hour,
Men are prone to add to or to take
away from the Word of God although
they are exlpressly warned not to do
it,in the following words of the Rev-
elation by John; *“If any man shall

‘| the sons of Levi and
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add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book. And if any man
shall take away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book
of life, ete.’?

Our modern divines have inter-
preted thiis to mean that God Dever
again  would reveal himsell t3
mapn. This is a great mistake.
It does not say that God will not
reveal His will, but that man must
not take away anything from His
word or add anything to it.

Since the days of Christ great ex-
sitements have at intervals been
created by people who thought they
could fix dates for the second advent
of pur Lord, Bome of us here will
remember the Millerite agitation,
A certain day was fixed for the
Lord’s coming which was changed
several times, until the Millerites
found out their mistake. More re-
cently others have made similar
mistakes. The ministers before al-
luded to, although they have not
get a cerfain date, have given as
their opipnion that Christ will
cotne within s hundred years. I
do not know any one who can tell
the date when the Lord will come.
I do know that He hassaid He will
come, aud that every word He has
spoken wiil be fulfilled. -

I will read the first four verses of
the 8cd chapter of Malachi:

‘Behold I will send my messenger
and he shall prepare the wuy before
me; and the Lord, whom ye seek,
shall suddenlvy come to his templs,
aven the messeuger of the covenant
whom ye delight in; behold he shall
come saith the Lord of bosts.”

“But who may abide the day of His
coming? And who shall stand when He
appeareth? For hos like a refiner’s
fire, and like fulles’s =oap.”

“And He shall 8it ag a refiner and
purifier of gilver; and He shall purlfy
urge them #8
gold and silver, that they may offer
unto the Lord an offerlng in right-
a0usNess.’

#Then shall the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the
Lord, as in the days of old, and as in
former years."”

Jesus testifled that ‘“not one jot
or tittleof the words of the Prophets
shalil fall to the ground,
but all shall ke fulfilled.”?
These words will, therefore, surely
come to pass. am aware that
some think this prophecy was ful-
filed in the first coming of Cbrist.
But » little examination will show
that to be an error. It says He will
come aa & purifier—that He will
purify the sons of Levi, that they
may offer unto the Lord an offering
in righteousness. When He first
came it was as the babe of Bethle-
hem. He became ‘‘a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief.?” Instead
of purifying the aons of Levi, He
pronounced a woe upon them. He
drove out of the temple those that
bought and sold therein and ever-
turned the tables of the money

changers. He did not purge them
and make them fit to
offer offerings unto the Lord

in righteousness. The Chief Priest
and the Levites combined to put
Him to Jeath. They had condemned
and sentenced Him for bjasphemy,



