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THE MORMON QUESTION.

WASHINGTON, March 1.

The contradictions of faet and
the variety of opinion expressed in
and out of Congress on the legisla-
tion (which has passed the Senate)
relative to the real condition of af-
fairs in Utah ‘haye induced your
cdrrespondent to solicit the views of
the Representatives of Utah herein
the person of her delegate-elect and
her present delegate, with the fol-
lowing result:

Correspondent.,—I have desired
this interview, Mr. Delegate Hoop-
er, that I might be able to lay Dbe-
fore the readers of The World some
information concerning the condi-
tion of aflairs in Utah from your
standpeint. There are all kings of
reports through despatches and cor-
respondence from there, and the
public are led to believe that a
state of things but little short of an-
archy prevails there.

Mr. Hooper—I shall be pleased to
vive you any information in m

power about Utah and her affairs,
{or there is a side to this question of
which the publiec ra.ely get an
knowledge. The people of Uta
are grossly misrepresented by the
reports which have been put in cir-
culation about them. The Piesi-
dent of the United States has been
persunaded to believe them, and has
issned a message to Congress on
the subject. He intimates that the
administration of the law in Utah
has been taken out of the hands of
the judges which he has appointed,
and that their action has been in-
torfered with. These are grave
charges to make against a commu-
nity. If they were true Congress
would be justified in taking the
matter in hand. But the President
has been misinformed, and an in-
vestigation into the affairs of the
Territory will prove that facts have
been strangely perverted.

Cor.—The widespread impression
concerning Utah is that Brigham
Young and the local Legislature
have constituted themselves a pow-
ar higher than the President and
the gﬂngresa of the United States.
They have enacted laws, it is said,
which place the selection of juries
in the hands of men who take good
care that no jury is empanelled
that will convict a Mormon, and
they virtually say to the Federal
judges and officers: “You cannot
enforce your laws, and we set you
at defiance.”

Mr. H.—I know these statements

are made, but they are untrue.
The mode of selecting juries in
Utah is the same as that pursued in
many parts of the country. The
county court of each county, at its
first session in each year, selects
from the assessment rolls fifty
names of persons eligible as jurors.
These names are written on slips of
rsiper and deposited in a box, the
»0x is shaken up, and the jury pan-
el drawn therefrom promiscuous-
ly. These juries have indicted and
convicted Mormons and non-Mor-
mons alike of ¢rimes whenever the

evidence has been sufficient, and.

until now they have been credited
with fairness in deciding cases in
which Mormons and non-Mormons
have been parties to the suit. A
case in point occurs to me now, A
young man, a Mormon, assailed a
non-Mormon for some offence, real
or imaginary, and killed him. He
was arrested, tried, and executed
therefor. His being a Mormon did
not save him from justice.

C.—Do not your authorities con-
trive to exclude the Gentile ele-
ment from the juries?

Mr. H.—They do not. If the jury
list of the t few years be exam-
iged, it will be found that non-
Mormons have been selected as
jurors. They have not been as
numerous as the Mormons, for the
latter outnumber the others nine to
one; but they have had a larger
proportionate representation on ju-
ries. Many of the non-Mormons
do not pay taxes, being transients,
and the selection for jurors is from
the tax-payers.

C.—It is argued, however, that
while the selection of juries is left
to your local authorities,it is useless
to make any effort to enforce such

laws of the United States as do not
erord with public sentiment
there.

Polygamy, for instance, is
practised there. (General Grant in
his message refers particularly to
that system. How can it be reach-
e¢d when the men who largely com-
pose the juries may be polygamists
or believers that polygamy is not a
crime?

Mr. H.— You may not know—I
know it is not generally understood
—that there has never been an at-
tempt made te prosecute for poly-

‘ness, but to save women and to

Y| had been for many

gamy under the law of 1862. In
the attempt to conviet Brigham
Young and others in the fall of
1871, a territorial statute against
lascivious cohabitation was used by |
the Judge. This became law
through Brigham’s own signature
when he was Federal Governor of
Utah, and was no more intended to
apply to plural marri than to
ﬂil;l e marriage. It is said Mormon
jurFes will not conviet; bat is it fair
to say so, and to ask for a different
mode of selecting juries, when they
have never been tried?

—Do you mean to say that they
would indiet Bi;ltg‘? find wverdicts
against polygamists!

gﬁlr. }llf-{)%amum I cannot say
what they would do. The preva-
lent opinion inUtah is that the law of
1862 is unconstitutional. The Mor-
mons claim that they were com-
manded of God to practice plural
marriage, not to gratify licentious-

raise a righteous offspring. It was
a part of their religion in 1862, and

%;BM‘B- 'i‘hey
claim, therefore, that the p e of
a law making it criminal was in vi-
olation of the first amendment of

the Constitution, which says that}

Congress shall make no law prohib-
iting the free exercise of religion.

C.—Well, but suppose that a eel-
ony of Thugs were to practice their
system of murder in the United

tates, should we not punish them
because they would claim that it
was their religion, and that* under
the Constitution they had a right
to its free exercise? Orsuppose that
the burning eof widows were to be
nttemiylted here as formerly is-
ed in Hindostan, would we have to
permit it because it should be called
religion?

Mr. H.—My people claim that
there is a wide distinetion between
these practices and that of g}lyga-
my. The one destroyslife, the
er perpetuates it. One is malum in
se, or an act which is in and of itself
a crime, and the other is malum
prohibitum, an act which is made
crime by law. The Bible, which
Christendom receives as authori
and on the moral teachingsof which .
its laws are based, declares murder
to be a crime, it declares adultery
to be a crime, but it nowhere pro-
hibits the marriage of more than one
weman to ene man. This, howev-
er, is trenching on theology, with
which I do not professto havemuch
familiarity.

C.—The dispatches from Utah re-
port great excitement and alarm
among the people there. I see it
stated also that the Mormon leaders
are trying to obtain some foothold
in Mexico or the Sandwich Islands
to which to flee in case the law is

enforced against them. Do you |®

oth- |

think if Congressional action were
had they would desert Utah? 1

Mr. H.—No, sir. To what place
could they go and be less exposed
than in Utah? If they were togoto
Mexico, with their industry, tem-
perance, and thrift they would
soon accumulate wealth. In such |
a country they would make their
homes a paradise, and the ery
would be raised against them then,
as it now is, to excite prejudice,
under cover of which they could be
robbed. As to the Sandwich Is-
lands, though there is a plantation
on Oahu owned by some of my con-
stituents at which the native Mor-
mons are thered and taught
habits of industry, yet the removal
of the people to that quarter has
never been contemplated.

C.—The scheme ' of settling an
island or group of islands in the
Pacifie it has been thought would
suit Brigham Young. By such a
move he would escape collision
with the government or its laws,
would secure a place where he
could erect a government to suit
himself and te which he could

ther converts with ease; and with
1is administrative talents and the
peoples’ union and industry, lay
the foundation ofan important and
wealthy power. In view of the

colonies to accept. They have been perse-
cuted in counties and States; but that was
mobocracy. Under the Government they
have enjoved their liberty, and while pro-
perly administered they always will have
all the rights and freedom they desire. No,
sir; Utah, they think, is the spot on
earth for them at g?ant,andt re they
intend to remain. t the Mormons leave
Utah andghe would soon resume her an-
cient sterility and be valueless. Their re-
Egvnl is m::: the emiﬂ'il;‘gse who are makzntn'u
gl'm outcery re. They wan
getthe government of the Territory, of the
ﬁlmmmﬂmmm their hands. By
suitable legislation on the part of Congress
they li'ope to do this. With it they have an
idea they could hang, lmBr!aon, or scare off
Brigham Young and or leading Mor-
mons. They never saw such nities
for making money as there are in Utah, if
they could nnta‘gfl.ve their way. The cities,
counties and ritory are free from debt.
The taxes are light. One per cent. is the
mmhiuﬂiﬂmntﬂand Territorial tax. Out-
gide of Salt Lake there is scarcely a.nr{v city
tax, and there it is trifling. The ring of
persons are oryi for legislation
would, if they could handle the funds, test
the capacity of the various branches of the
mﬂﬁmnmﬁnt to carry one or two of

C.—This may be so; but it is difficult to
make the country believe that the accusa-
tions the people of Utah of being
disloyal, of disregarding the laws, of in-
terfering with st , Oof embarrassing
the action of the United States officials who
have been sent there, are entirely without
foundation. Utah is attracting attention.
aha value of her mi];:?m;nd her command-

ng position are be . The
rights of citizens must be ted there,and
how can Congress avoid lation upon the

mﬁxjeat?
. H—From whom do these accusations
come? Do hear of men of capital who
have iny in the Territory urging leg-
isiation? Are not the prime movers in this
matter men who ex to derive advanta-
from it? The United States Supreme
AT e
1tions of a ra '
Rmdﬂermined by him and his set that

there must be Co:ﬁe&donal lation to
enable him to do law what

had tried
to do without it. He refused last mber
to iksue an order for the empannelling of a
Erlndjurr,thmghukad to do so by the

nited States Attorney. The object this
was plain. If a grand jury was summoned,
and t should indict persons of
crime, as they al did when evidence
was presented to them, it could not be said
that the e%:ggcement of the law is impeded
and the ral courts are powerless in
Utah. Where, then, would be the necessity
for legislation?

C.—You, ﬂ?lﬂlh are opposed to legislation

ress

h?l{r; .—Yes, sir. I deem it unnecessary.
The legislators of Utah have shown an

honest re to hagg and enlarge the laws=
to accommodate the new conditions. At
the last session but one of the Legislature,
the necessity for a civil code, they
ﬁ one of 606 sections, framed on the
of the New York code. At the last session
they Fﬂﬂ p a criminal code,which
only failed to become a law because there
was not time to pass

in the forty dayvs pro-
| vided by the organic act of the ienha-{u
C.—You deem legislation unnecessary;but

will the nhu.:l%trr ;)e satisfied without some-
one
Mr. H.—If not, then let & commission of
reliable, wise impartial men be sent to
Utah to thoroaghly examine both sides of
the que tion there. Then If legislation must
be enacted, let it be based upon a knowl-
of whatis required.
.-—gﬁld such ;1 commission be satisfac-
to classes
H . H.—It is what the great majority of
peaple there, regaxdless of sect, want, if
there must be action of some kind. Mem-
bers of both Houses are receiving dispatch-
es from intluential constituents urging the
nt of & commission.
C.—Your probatc courts are g:ea.t.lr com-
plained of. It I8 said they interfere with
the administration of justice by the Federal
courts: that they take the administration of
the law out of their hands. When the Fed-
eral courts have eommitted persons accus-
ed of erime, it is charged that they are re-
leased on habeas corpus by the probate
courts; that, in fact, the latter are Jjudicia-
ry l.ndﬂ:endent of the Federal courts.
Mr. H.—That this charge is not correct is
lajn from the fact that the right of a 1
?mm the probate to the district court is ac-
corded and freely exercited. Under the
laws of Utah the power of the Federal court
over inferior courts is almost absolute. It
is true that the probate courts of Utah have
enlarged powers. There has been 8 good
reason why they should have them. Until
quite recently all the Federal jﬂu have
resided in one district—at Salt e City
In the other districts years have sometimes
elapsed without courts being held. Even
now m are held but rarely. The Legisla-
ture the choice between giving the pro-
bate courts eriminal jurisdiction, or leaving
the 2 to forgp their own courts or {3
without any. There iz but one instance
the hiztory of Utah of a probate court issu-
ing a writ of habeas corpus to releasea pris-
oner from the ckstody of a Federal oflicer.
It was in the case of ham Young. He
had been in confinement for several months.
The action of the court which im ed

him was, by the decision of the United States | PO

Supreme Court, declared in effect illegal.
For days after that decision was rendered,
and when its tenor was notorious te the en-
tire country, he was still kept in custody and
his release was refused. He then applied to
the probate court for a writ of habeas cor-
pus and got ope and his freedom. I related
the cimummut 11:1:513r time gt?a i; lﬁigh func-
UOIIIIH re. reply was U Fuess-
ed that the probate court had as much right
to release as the United States Marshal

to hold him.

complications and  difficulties cﬂfgﬁ s AR i T g Mk o
that are likely to arise at any | ovelation toabolish polygamy. It is gen:
timﬁ I lshoulc} htthiﬂk that | era at}m[irtm thatid abﬁ:rt Itmﬂ.fe tc.llﬁa the
such a plan mig ave fas-|Jeope O ' iy b e tzene.
cinations for him. ~With the mines | Sy A B 10 b s e p e
and other advan which Utah | they give their enemies advan over

now possesses Brigham and his

ple might be able to sell to advant-
age.

Mr. H—Apart from the great obstacles in
the way of a wholesale emigration of a
Ereople A8 numerous as the Mormons in

tah, there is an insuperable objection to
such a g)lun. The Mormon belief forbids the
itlea of their leaving the continent. The
love America as the ancient Jews dig
Canaan. They have come from all

uarters of the earth to be here. Itis to
them the promised land, the land of Zion.
They are attached to republican institu-
tions, and valune the Constitution of the
United States as a sacred instrument which
its framers were inspired to write and the

them. Where it is known that such an ob-
noxious feature is rafted on their social
polity, it is not difficult to spread slanders
about them. There is a determination to
put polygamy down. It is felt that sooner
or later that system must be crushed out;
and there are advocates of strong law,and,
if need be, stronger repressive measures.

Mr. H.—I am aware that such methods of
reaching it are sometimes advocated; but
are they the best? What le were
ever converted by such means? Every at-

tempt at legislation against them and their

raufiunthefme as an evidence of its di-
vinity. It twergt

not of God, %ﬂny th:gi
would 40,000,000 of ﬁoplﬁ. with all the ad-
vanced agencies of t the pit, the

press, the railroad, the telegraph, and un-

ing in.

| be wrong; but they ha

* | sueeess of your administration.”

bounded wealth—at their command, give
themselves any concern about the . reli-
glon of 130,000 of their fellow-citizens who
are being hemmed in and surrounded by
their civilization? They would view
legislation by Congress as a confession of
doubt as to the er of modern syssms
and an admm’nn that by might only,
with all the odds against it, could Mormons
be putdown. You can imagine what effect
this would have. have retlected much
upon this subject. The true way to deal
with this question is to avoid legislating
upon it. Railroads are bx built in Utah,
mines are being s tion is tlow-
The t are brought face
to face. My e tuents do not. shrink from
the contact. Comparatively r, not
Eifyhthi in numbers, m;tn p le&l'negé

ve eveﬁ-ﬂﬂnx lose and nothing to |

n, unless indeed

, system, ut.b%he- |
€, be true. The Mormons may be in ér-
ror, but it red such religious fervor as
theirs to the Utah of to-day possible,
to up t:dgreat Western Territories to
settlement, to prepare the way for the
completion of the great trans-continenta
railway a quarter of a century before it
could bave been built had they not settled
Utah when they did. The Mormons may
done their share
in extending our em y in discove the
best method of redeeming and ma
fruitful the sterile deserts of the Great
Basin, and in showing the world what great
results can be accomplished by co-operative
industry.—Corr ut New York World.
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WaAsnINGToN, 10.—The Senate
to-day, confirmed the following
Southern claims commissioners: A.

0. Oldes, of Vermont, Jas. B. How-
ell, of Towa, and Organe Ferris, of

of the Rev. J. F. Clark, of White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia,
reported that the of immor-
ality was sustained, and Clark was
expelled from the church.

he committee in the case of Dr.
Huston are taking testimony.

PorTsMOUTH, N. H.—A shirt
stained with blood has been taken
from the vault of the house of
Mr. Johnson, of this city, and iden-
tified as belonging to Wagner, who
boarded there,

CH1cAGO.—The Post’s Washing-
ton special gives.a report of an in-
terview with the Assistant Secre-
tary of the Treasury, Richardson,
who it is said will certainly be ap-

inted Secretary of the Treasury if

utwell is elected [senator. (It
afepearn from the expression of
views by Richardson that while he
will | not introduce any violent
¢ in the financial poliey to
roduce that result, he is strongly

n favor of a speedy return to specie

g AR pecial that

e Jo 8 8 says tha

ex~-Senator Yates, who was an ap-

B&m'; for the Mexican mission,

been atﬂpointed Government
Director of the U. P. R. R.

Dr. Newman, chaplain of the
Senate, starts to-day on a journey
round the world. . ¥

Foster, ¢ a of the Indiana
R?Rubliﬂg.n State committee, it is
said, is certain of being appointed
minister to Mexico.

Mrs, General left last
night for Utah, to accompany to
[llinois the remains of her fdther,

New York. _

The diplomatic corps, to-day,
waited upon the President and con-
gratulated him upon the beginning
of his second term.

The Democratic Senators, in cau-
cus to-day, refused to acquiesce in
the action of the Republican Sena-

tors in allowing them only one re-

:’hﬂ died at Provo city on Satur-
ay. |

WAsniNGTON.—The Republican
Senatorial caucus met after the ad-
| journment of the Senate this after-
noon to consider the demands of
the Democrats for increased minori-
ty rep tation on the commit-
tees, and after some discussion the

presentative on a committee.

The President nominated George
J. Lammon for United States mar-
shal of Nevada, and the following
postmasters: Jno. A, Post, Boise
City, Idaho; C. H. Crouse, Hele-
na, Montana; H. P. Lennett, Den-
ver.

The Senate confirmed Phillip
Emerson as associate justice of Utah,
adnd the postmasters above mention-
ed.

In accordance with the usual cus-
tom, the members of the diplomatic
corps in Washingion called in a bo-
dy on the President at noon to-day,
to pay their respects and to congrat-
ulate him on the beginning of his
second term of office. Many of the
members of the corps were aecom-
ganied by their wives. The Presi-

ent with Mrs. Grant on his arm,
and followed by the members of his
Cabinet with their wives, led the
way to the east room, where they
were joined .
headed by their Dean, the Turk-
ish minister, who shook hands with
the President, Blacque Bey read

the following address: *

“Mr. President:—I have the hon-
or to offer the eongratulations of the
diplomatic corps on this occasion of
your inauguration. 1 feel both

leased and flattered that the duty
devolved upon me, to express
to you the sincere wish of my eol-

" the diplomatic corps, |

matter was referred to a sub-com-
mittee of five, to report at the ad-
journed meeting to-morrow. The
sub-committee consists of Stewart,
Conkling, Scott, Wright and West.
The caucus considered Saturday’s
vote regarding the case of. Pat-

| terson, and decided not to take it

up for consideration in the Senate,
no action being possible for the rea-
son that Patterson is no longer a
member of that body. -
SALISBURY, Md.—The body of
the man who threw If under
y evening

a freight train on Sa 1
has been identified as that of Geo.
W. Hall, the murderer of Miss
Shockley.

ALBANY.~The Argus will pub-
lish a table to-morrow, showing
that of 37 counties holding ‘town
meet theDemocrats and Liberals

carried ﬁn.inat 5 last year, mak-
| ing & net gain on their side of 83
towns.

CorLuMBUS, O.—James M. Haw-
kins, a bigamist, was confronted by
two wives at the police ecourt; he
confessed and was held toanswerin
$1,000 bail. |

S1. Louis.—The jail library,
. t&l;erv:ded by Linda Gﬂbgrt, Ii'i]'ﬂ.ﬂ

edica evening, Speeches
were made by leading clergymen
and officials. N

PHILADELPHIA. — The counter-

feiters arrested on Saturday were

leagues and myself for the preserva-
tion of your life and the consequent

The President replied as follows:

““Mr. Dean:—I receive with sensi-
bility the congratulations which
you offer in behalf of yourself and
colleaguesaceredited to thisgovern-
ment. My intercourse with you all
has heretofore been ble, and

I trust that it may so continue. It |heavy gale.

is my wish, and shall be my pur-
se In the future as it has been in
the past. to keep up,with the coun-
tries which you represent, those cor-
dial and friendly relations which
are essential to our general’prosperi-
ty and happiness.”

The Democratic Senators held a
caucus to-day and voted to notify
the Republican eaucus that the ac-
tion of the latter, in allowing a mi-
nority representation of o one
on the most important committees,
is not satisfactory, and the Dem-
ocrats will not acquiesce in it by
designating any one to fill the va
cancies so left for them by the Re-
publican caucus, The Demoerat-
claim that as they number nineteen
and the liberals number five in the
Senate, the minority should be al-
lowed a representation of two mem-
bers on each committee. In con-
sequence of this ment the
list will be revised, and the com-
mittees cannot be presented to the
Senate before to-morrow.

BALTIMORE. — This mumigg in
the annual conference of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Churech of the

before the U. S. Commissioners to-
day. Reinhardt was committed in

Y
ld&ﬁault of $18,000, and Abrahams

and Weisner each in $7,000 bail,
Andrew Moulton waived hearing
and was required to give bail.
“Thg extensive séloip Bllr;a[:»l;rhzamel,. of
Q0 ,Diato%:e & Co’s ship yard,
Kaighus Point, New Jersey, was
blown down this morning during a
Twenty-five men
were employed on a vessel«in the
lower part of the house, but the
wind was so strong that it carried

{ the wreck away from them and the

vessel. None of the men were in-
jured, I.oss §15,000.

NEW YORK. — The Post denies
that George William Curtis is dan-
gerously ill. He is confined to his
room, the result of over work, but
he will be out in a few days when
he will probably takea respite fiom
all labor for some months.

Rumor  says that Commodore
Vanderbilt intends to convert the
Harlem road into a freight adjunect
to the Hudson River road instead
of double tracking the latter.

WASHINGTON.—The Third Audi-
tor has arranged to have the Meon-
tana Indian war claims taken up
for examination at once. The Sec-
retary of War will detail the army

ymaster to pay them by check as

t as they are audited.

At a convention of colored men
held to-night, including representa-
tives from wvarious of the
country, George T. Downing presid-
ing, an address was adopted claim-

South, the committee in the case

ing the full measure of civil rights,




