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statesthe unitedthatreason
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supreme

decision that this tois not a hebrew
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nationcation hence it isbut Isa christian

entirely legitimate for presidents and
governors and mayor to issue procla-
mations in promotion of the christian
morality and christian institutions on

nation is founded

the insinuation in this laIs to the
mormon is not a chris-

tian
effect that a

and the mormon religion laIs not

ft christian religions and further that
court of the unitedthe supreme

states hasboo virtually so decided we
aream nonott much surprised at anything

williwill say who has beenthat a manani
proven to have deliberately misrep-
resented both the mormon people
and the mormoncormon y religion but we
would like to see the decisiondecieion of the
supreme court of the united states
which contains the assertion made bbyy
this minister soRO that it may be shown
how much truth there is in his words
and how much hebe has drawn upon his
imagination

the supreme court of the united
states hasboa never rendered any decision
concerning the religious character of

this nation the constitution of the
united states is the supreme law of
the land and it utterly forbids the en-
actment of anything that would tend
in that direction that body has ren
dered decisions to the contrary of the
preacherpreacherPs assertion if it has used the
term christian in any way it has
been in a social and not a religious
denae it has upheld in several opin-
ions notably in the ReynreynoldsDIde case the
Jeffersjeffersonianonlan doctrine which in terms
excluded the use of the word

christian religion in law and con-
stitutionution it witswas opposed also by
madisonMadisolii who maintained that reli-
gion or the duty we owe the
creator isin not within the cg

of civil government the
supreme court also endorsed this
and furfurthertherItit approved of the action
of the virginia assembly which re-
pudiatedted lain the state bill of rights all

reference to the Cbchristianristian religion
attempted to be endorsed and adopted
that which as explained by jeffersonJeffe raon

meant to comprehend within the
mantle of its protection the jew and
the gentile the christian and
mohammedan the hindmo and infi-
del of every denomination

therefore the proclamations of
presidents and other public officers for
thanksgiving days and other public
holidays while recognizing almighty
god do not have any special reference
to a particular religion if they did
they would be out of place and con-
trary to the genius of our national
government and insulting alike to the
hebrew and the mohammedan the
infidel and hindmo who may be citi-
zens of our country

but if a mormon lais not fta abrischris-
tian then there are no christians in
america this toie not meant to draw a
comparison between the life of any in-
dividual and that of another though
we would not ehrick from that if it
meant the course of the rev presby-
terian and that of mormon men in
this community but it refers to the
religion clawed as mormon and any
of the so called christian sects of the
age A member of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints tois at
least as fairly entitled to the appellation
of a christian as a member of the
presbyterian church the organorganiza-
tion

iziL
doctrines ordinances discipline

and general characteristics of the
former can be shown to compare close-
ly with those otof the primitive chris-
tian church while the comparison
with the other would demonstrate a
great dissimilarity

therefore the mormonscormonsMormons tnen the
supposition that only christiariChriChrist lars have
any right to recognition in such pro-
clamations asaa that issued by the mayor
tandstand on the same plane with the
presbyteriansrians and the baptistsbaptista the
methodistsmethodist and the congregationalists
and all the rest of the multifarious
sectariessectaries of modern christendom

but the term christian li as desig-
nating a special form of religion I1 hashalt
no right to a place in a publicpub lo10 pro
olacla matlonmation from president or gov-
ernor mayor or other civil officer
the hebrews have just as much
right to call for a closing of the stores
0onn any occasion connected with
their efforts to ameliorate mankind as
have the christians of any particular
creed aridand the cormonsmormonsMormonssil have as
much right as either to ask for a general
suspension of business during their
general confereconferencenoer when the general
public are invited to attend for their
moral and spiritual welfare

bigotry and Inintolerancetolerances narrow dis-
crimination and sectariansectartan spleen are
anachronisms in the nineteenth cen-
tury we have nothing to say isagainst
mr mills nor his efforts to awaken re-
ligious interest and moral sensibilitydebility
here or elsewhere and wish him only
good things and success IL his legitim-
ate ministry but we think hebe will
agree with us takth such efforts as those
put forth by a self constituted champion
in tribune will only tend to
damage him and the work hebe is en
deavor log to perform

THE HAGUE sept 14 there was a
death from cholera yesterday in maae
1I do south ifhollandolland one casecage of the
disease was reported at elburg on the
zuyder zee

UTTERLETTER FROM MEXICO

the long continued drouth hasbas ended
utat last to the joy of people and range
stock many of the latter have died
for want of grass during the past sea
sonSOD for two years there has been but
little ratorain causing small streams and
springs to dry up and rendering the
prairies brown and bare but in spite
of alallI1 this the people raised some grain
near casasCassa Grandes and we in juarez
have produced quite an amount of
peaches apples plumsplume and other fruit
I1 never saw finer peaches apples and
grapes in any country arrangements
are being made to establish a fruit can
nery here and a small beginning will
be made this season there tois but little
land in this settlement suitable for
grain but considerable that tois adapted
to fruit culture and we hope to but id
up quite an extensive fruit and can-
ning industry here

our quarterly conference just closed
was largely attended by people from
diaz dublan juarez pacheco and
cave valley some from the new
settlement in Sofisonorabral and it was a time
of rejoicing with all the instructions
gigivenven were wise and comforting and
the juarez choir under the able leader-
ship of greatly to
the enjoyment of all we learn by
brethren from our nownew settlement in
sonora that colonel
military commandant in northern so80
nora had abelylately returned from the city
of mexico with defyvery generous conces-
sions of government for the settlers in
sonora he stated that president diaz
is much interested in the welfare of the
sonora colony and that he gave it the
name of oaxaca in honor of his birth
place he also gave great concessionsconcession
to the settlers in sonora in addition to
those granted in the general colonlcolonizoA

tion law asag follow
authority to import free of duty

for one year corn pounds
barley pounds wheat
pounds beansbeana pounds flour

poundspound meameal pounds
alfalfa seedpeed pounds garden seed
50 pounds rice 2000 pounds potatoespota

poti udo coffee 1000 pounds tea
75 poundsundo salt pounds

rhothe sonora colonists are exempt for
ten years from all military service
state duties import and export ex
pense for consularconbular papers and legalismlegal sn
tion of passports all kinds of contribu-
tions and taxes except municipal and
stamps the right to import free of duty
all breeding and work animals farm
tools machinery building materials
and furniture and the government
gives premiums on all notable or new
industries I1

the new settlement of oaxaca w
granted a full civil organization of our
brethren as follows

president john U rencherbencher judge
J H langford recorder peter
A dillman constable M H
martineauMartl neau stamps william maxwell

A professed latter day saint whose
name is known herebore took a letter
some time previous to president diazadlaz
hoping to injure the new settlers of
oaxaca sayong they had already
obtained colonization rights in chihua-
hua andaad were now to do the
samegame in sonora but president diaz
said to colonel the
mormonscormons have not had their rightslights as
colonists in chihuahua but they shall


