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[l.!‘:om Tuesday’s Dally, Dec. 5]
THE ASTRONOMICAL EVERT
OF THE YEAR.

ON Wedneaday, December 6th, an
event will occur that has been anti-
cipated with intense inferest, and
which, if the conditions are favor-
able for its observation, will be
memorable in the annals of astro-
nomical eclence. It is known as the
transit of Venus. We write this for

the information of people unfamiliar
with the subject, not for scientific

folk, nor ,f“r those who ‘“Enow all
ut it.’

l'Ib'i]b‘lm planet Venus, bright that
lJuminary which shines sometimes
as a “morning star” and at others
as an ‘“‘evening star,” and is recog-
nized by her remarkable eflulgence,
travels round the Sun in a nearly
circular orbit,between the earth and
the “ruler of theday.” It takes her
nearly 225 of our days to make the
cirouit, moving at the rate of about
22 miles per second. She is the
second planet in bgli:t.angg Irlﬂ:mtu:le
Sun, Mercury g e first or
nearest, and the Earth the third,
unlessV uican should be counted,the
existence of which is not fally estab-
lished, though confidently declared
by the French astronomer, Le Ver-
rier—when Venus would be the
third in distance, Vulcan being the
first.

Traveling between Earth and the
Sun, Venus at certain periods may
be observed like a dark ball crossing
the Sun’s disc. This passageis call-

ed the transit, It occurs at peculiar
periods. The last transit of Venus

k place eight years ago, that is,
MW B,EIB'H, but the next will
not occur until the year 2,004, or 121
years, six months andone day after
this year’s transit. During a cycle
of 243 years that planet crosses the
disc of the sun four times. The in-
tervals are in regular order 105%, 8
1214 years and 8 years, re-
these periods forever.

The chief interest which attaches
io the transit is the opportunity it
tronomers oftaking observa-

:iﬁu;l with a view to determining as
nearly as possible the exact distance
of the earth from the sun. The
principles on which this can be cal-
culated cannot easily be explained
in a newspaper article. Bat suffice
that the parallax of the
sun—or the diﬂ'e;enou between its

ition as seen from one po
E: earth and another distant point
of observation — may be bet-
ter determined during the transit of
Venus across its disc than at any
other known period. The earth’s
diameter being taken as the base of
a triangle, the two sides being form-
ed by the lines drawn to & heavenly
body from two different pointis of

bservation—say on opposite sides ot
Da— tions can be made

determined.
ment must be made .
utmost accuracy as the variation of
2 hair’s breadth,in the calcuiation of
the immense planetary distances,
would cause an error of millions of

mgﬁﬂl?lﬂﬂm of the sun will be

taken at the exact moment of the
as ce of Venus in contact
with the sun’s disc, at different
points of its passage and at the time
of its emergence. Its internal and
external contacts will be partioular-
iy noted, and photographs will be
t{aken by instruments gpecially de-
-gigned for gﬁmpm The transit
will be wa at numerous places
by ordinary people, and stations
have been formed for ecientific abser-
vation at Washington, Florida, Tex-
as, New Mexico, Santiago, New
Zealand, Cape Town and Fatagonia
under the auspices of the govern-
ment of the United States, Con-
gress having appropriated $100,000
for the ex of these ex-~
peditions, ~ Other nations have

of the ablest practical,scientific men
of the times will view the journsy
of Venus across the face of the sun,
which will be visible from beginning
to end in the southern half of North
Ameriea, all of Mexico and Central
America, the West Indies and all
of South America and southward to
the South Pole in both hemispheres.

—

ters could be g0 arranged in this Ter-
ritory that no man could marry or
live with more than one woman,
Their great
They would have to get up a new

pretense would be gone. |

cry wherewith to arcuse the religi-
ous fanatics and social reformers and
meddlers in other people’s domestic

The beginning will be visible all
over Africa, nearly all over Europe,
on the Island of Mad car, and
the Atlantic Ocean from New/oand-
Jand east to Europe. The ending
will be seen from the Aleutian to all
the South Sea I:slands, including
New Zealand, Tasmania, and the
western half of Australia.

To assist in the work of observa-
tion, the most improved apparatus
of the age will be brought into use.
Amcng the instruments will be the
telescope, the photo-heliograph, the
heliostat, the micrometer, the
chronograph, etc. The English and
French astronomers will rely chiefly
on telescopic observation with chron-
ometers for time determination; the
Americans on the photographic
method, and the Germanson the
use of the micrometer and hello-
meter, i

The time of the flrst contact will
be, as seen in Salt Lake City, about
twenty-five minutes before seven
a.m. About twenty-one minutes will
elapze between the external and in-
ternal contacts, and it will take
nearly six hours to complete the
transit. It is to be hoped that the
skies will be clear at the places for
scientific observation, as so much is
expected from it. Cloudy skies will
not only cause the uselesg expendi-
ture of vast sums of money, the
wasteof valuable time and immense
labor in careful preparations for the
event,but render abortive the efforts
put forth to determine a guestion of
vast importance to astronomical
science. The gun’s distance is vari-
ously estimated by astronomers
from 92,230,000 to 92,960,000 miles, a
difference of 730,000 miles. And as
the distances of the so-called “*fixed”
stars bave to be computed from the
san’s distance, the whole theory of
celestial measurement depends on
the a curate determination of the
solar distanoce.

- In reviewing the calculations and

errors and efforts of man to discover
the laws whigh govern the starry

worlds, their times, distances and
relations, we are led to the thought
of how easy a knowledge of
all these things might be
acquired if we had faith like
that of Abraham, who gained more
knowledge of all these tuings ina
single night, when God showed him
the heavens and unfcided to him
their glories and periods and govern-
ment, than all the astronomers of
the nineteenth century have gained
from nal observations and the
lore of centuries. .

However, we hope that all things
may be g_itiuua for the observa-
tion of the transit, and that the pa-
tience and foil and praiseworthy
energy devoted to the scientific task
of Wednesday may be rewarded as
they deserve.
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THE RABID SAD, THE SENSI
BLE SATISFIED.

The President's brief allusion to

Utah and polygamy in his lengthy
message to Congress does not seem
to satisfy the rabid clique that pre-
sumes to speak for the ““Gentiles” of
this Territory. But we have not the
slightest doubt that the large ma-
jority of non-**Mormons” here are
of the same opinion as President
Arthur. The Edmunds Act has not

yet had tims for full effect. It is

not yet fadicially determined how
far its influence extendsand what

are Its limits. The action of the
Commlssioners appointed under its
provisions was very sweeping, far
more 20 in our opinion than was in.
tended by the framers of the law,
Surely the disfranchisement of all
Parsona who are or even have been
n polygamic relations is sufficient
legislation in that direction for the
present. It ought to satisfy the

most zealous anti-polygamy fanatic
in Christendom. geeidant Arthur

thinks eunough has been done until
the full effects of the Jaw are seen,
and we believe thiz will be the view
of the greater portion of both Houses
of Congress and of the masses of the
people all over the Union,

t it is not to beexpected that the
Utah anti-*“Mormons’’ will rest eon-

tented, Why? BSimply because it

affairs, They have not desired the
abolition of polygamy. What they
are afler is complete and esupreme
control of Utab, politically and
financially. Although they foru
such a ridienlous minority, they
will never be gatisfled tili they gov=~
ern the great majority. Modesty
never troubles them, Local popu-
lar rights have no influence with
them, Greed and ambition are
their motive powers, and they bave
get thelr faces like a flint towards
the capture of a promising and al.
ready wealthy Territory that they
may become Bs rulers, tax-gather-
ers and offidl devourers, There
never was a greater sham than their
howl about “polygamy,” and they
are afraid unto trembling lest the
Edmunds Jaw, in 1is practical
workinge, should really have a pal-
pable etfect upon the marital rela-
tions of the people whom they de-
gire to bring into bondage.

They now fee! quite despondent.
The President’s remarks indicate
that he does not join in the rabid
and insensate hue and cry against
the *Mormon?” pecple, but takes the
country at its word and simply aims
at the suppression of polygamy as
the object popularly desired. Bat
the clique which pulls the wires
that make the pulpit jumping jacks
and puppetis of the press keep up
such a rattle and a racket,is ready to
bite off the President’s head for
dering to dissent from their anti
“Mormon” demanda, The Secretary
of the Interior, too,whose opinion is
supposed to have influenced the Presi
dential utterances on this question,
comes in for his share of hatred and
defamzation, and no doubf when the
full report of the Utah Commission-
ers appears, those gentlemen will
be denounced becausze they do not
urge such extreme measures as
would work into the hands of the
few unprincipled and hungry

gchemers that have marked Ufah as
their mont.

But we haveno plaudits or anathe-
mas to utter, We doubt not that
attacks will continue to be made
upon the people of this Territory,be-
cause they have a religlon essential-
ly different from the creeds which
have made captive the millions of
devotees to sectarianism. Eut at
the same time we have no dubisty
about the reeult. God is at
the head of this work wvulgarly
calied ““Mormonism,” and He will
80 overrule the acts of men and
governments, that H{is people will
have breathing and growing time be-
tween the assanlts that may be
made upon them. And everything
that is done for their destruction
will tend to unite and strengthen
them for the work to which they
are called, and the result will even~
tually be—although reached perad-
venture through deep trial, great
threatenings and much affiction—
the triumph of truth, the overthrow
of evil and misrule, and the estab-
lisment of righteous dominion in all
the earth, ““The Lord God Omni-
8 tent reigneth!”

TWO DIFFERENT CLASSES OF
LEGAL VOTERS.

Rhode Island, at a recent election,
voted on a proposition to abolish
the clause in her constitution which
imposes a property qualification for-
the elective franchise on all foreign-
born citizens. There were 9,520 per-
sons who cast thelr ballots on this
question, and of these 5,122 voted
agalnst the amendment, so it was

as Democrats Joined Repubiicans fn ( was not conferred upon them by the | towards solving it.

opposition to a change-
Werefer to this as an ilkustration
of the principle for which we have

ity must prevail over each class of
voters, but need not over the whole
group of classes, That 1s, if one
woman voter is exempt from tax-
paying others must be; and if one
male voter i3 required to be a tax-
payer, other male vofers must be
taxpayers. Buf as the male and
female voters constitute two separ-
ate classes of citizens, the qualifica-
tion required for one class need not
of necessity be required of the other
class, Just as it is In regard to citi-

zenship. Male aliens must go into
court and obtain certain papers in
order to become naturalized; women
aliens become naturalized by marry-
ing citizens, without going into court
or getting any papers at all. The
law is uniform a8 to each class, but
not to the whole group of classes.
In Rhode Island the law requires
foreign-born ecitizens to posse:s &

Enown canons for the construction
of statutes,” it appearato wus that
they would not have round suthor-
ity for much that they considered
was expected of them.

Also it is very doubtful if by fol
lowing those *‘canons” they would
bave found authority for making
vew legislation to earry out an in.
ferential duty. They assumed that
they were required to exclude poly-
gamiste, ete., from the polls, aud
nol finding the means in the local
or congressional statutes, they add-
ed to the law by their supplemen.
tary oath, which was certainly s
new piece of legislation, enacted by
& body having no legisiative pow-
ers whatever. To carry this point
still further, the supplementary
oath which they devised went be-
yond and outside even the design of
the Edmundslaw. BSapposing they
were authorized to exclude certain

certain amount of property in order
to be qualified to vote, while native-
born citizens are exempt from the

operty qualification. The people
E;va refused to change the law,
Buat if the principle for which some
of our jurists contend is good, then
the ode Island re¢quirement of
foreign-born citizens is void. Baut it
has prevailed there for many years
and is now confirme! by continua-
tion, and similar differences of quai-
ifications for different classes of

voters have existed in other States, | 8

Let our Utah legal luminaries reflect
upon it at their leisure.
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THE COMMISSIONERS’ RE-
PORT.

WE publish to-day the report of the
Utah Commissioners to the
Secretsry of the Interior. If ia a
well wriiten paper, because 1t goes
right to the heart of the questions
in relation te which the Commis
gion is supposed to have been ap-
pointed. We say supposed, because

there has been a great deal of in-
jerence and theory connected with
its position and proceedings. The
Commissioners derived such powe:s
a8 they possess golely from the Ed-
munds lJaw. Careftd] exsmination
of the text of that enactment shows

persons from the polls, and that ia
the exercise of that authority
they had the right to legislate,
wbence dia they derive the power
to exclude persons from toe polls
who cohabited with more than one
woman ““in the n

wrriage relation”
only, thus admitting persons who
cohubited with more than one wo:
man out of ““the warriage relation,”
and manifestly changing the leiter
and meaning of the Act eof Con-
ress? The words ““in the marriage
relation” do not occur in the Ed-
munds law, and were inserted in
the oath fiamed by the Commis-
gioners, to discriminate between

ns who cohabited with pluial
wives and those who ecohabited
with any number of females @
whom they were not married, in
favor of the latter class, This may
all be in accordance with what was
expected of the Commission, but i
cannout be made toap in conse
nance with ithe law which authoris
ed its appointment, construing i
“according to the well-known
canons,” _

The Commissioners offer several
suggestions which will no doubt 1e
ceive consideration. Although no-
thing is said in the iaw in relation
to this, it was naturally expected
thaf, having been on the spot and
studled the situation in Utah, they
would offer such recommendations

that they are simply aathorized to 8¢ in their view would ald in ace
appoint officers to fill the wvacancies | complishing the object desired by

created by the ninth section of the| the
tration ana |80 frankly, but in a8 manner free

law, namely, the regis

overnment. ‘T'hey have done

election officers of every description | from harshness and that radical ani.

in this Territory;

to receive and | mus which certaln parties desired to

canvass the returns of the election | arouse, and for the absence of which
of members of the Legislative As-|they will no doubt condemn the
sembly; and to issue certiflcates of | gentlemen who declined to come

election to the eligible persons who | under their

shall ap to have been lawfully

dictation. But we
fail to eee the relevancy of their

elected. Their office is to continue | bint as to the advisability of abol.

until the

Legislative Assembly shall | ishing woman suffrage in Utah, to

make provision for the filling of the | the subject of the suppression of

registration and election officers.

polygamy. They declare that the

In their report the Commissioners | efforts of the Commission have been

assume that they were ‘“‘charged by

the Act of Congress with the duty of | and that this is theonly object th‘?;
polls and from | have in view, because the “law is
elegibility to office of a certain class | not framed ;against the
of persons;” that is, polygamists, | the Mormons, but

excluding from the

bi

successful’ po far in that directl

religion of
against pgir-

gamists, and those guilty of un-|gamy,” and that they are not in

lawful cohsabitation. But this duty | favor of measures‘*destructive of the

is not enjoined upon them by the

rights of local self-governinent.?” The

language of the law, it can only be | women votersof Utah being mnow all

claimed by inference.

They are for- | monogamists, how can the contin-
bidden to exclude persons from the | uance of the l'n

w which confersu

polls on account of opinion on the|them the suffrage be considered ‘“‘an

subject of bigamy or polygamy, and [ obstruction to the speedy solution
to refuse to count a vote on m;:uunt of the vexed question?”

of such opinion. 1% is only by infer-
ing from this that they

If the object to be attained ia to

exclude | reduee the “Mormon’ mesjority at

practical bigamists and polygamists | the polls, something will be accom-

from the polis, that they
their action in this regard. And a
close following of the text will show
that even if this inference is just, it

can only apply to the election for|

|

members of the Legislative Assem-
bly, as that is the only election
whose returns they are authorized
Lo receive and eanvass,

ave the | plished by taking away from women
slightesi coloring of law to justify | the right to vote. But u

what
plea can this be advocated pz:la:-u it

is on the ground of their religion?
If the‘“‘vexed question™ is poly gamy,
womsan guffiage in Utah will not
help to solve if, because no poly-
gamous question is invelved in their
voting, and no pol_v%muun Woman
is allowed to vote. the *“vexed

They say in reference to the excla-
slon of certain

question” I8 the majority of “Mor-

s frooa the | mons,” which prevents a esmall mi-

polls, “How this was to be done was [ nority from controlling the Terri-
not defined in the Act.”” Just so,| tory, then the abolition of woman
lost. It was not a party movement, | because the duty of this exclusion | suffrage here might be a step

¢t it would not

and the nnmtt't.:

argued in relation to the laws of | manner of executing it to their dis- | 40,000. The latter number is m

this Territory governing the eletcive
franchise. Male voters are required

to be tax-payers, women vofers are
not.

uch.
high, but granting it correct,

Act. But having formed the ides| meet the end desired.
that they were ** Wwith this| missions put thwo]nlaﬂon of
duty,” they had to conclude that|Territory at 150,
“Congress intended to leave the |of non-*“Mormons” of all classes at
cretion.” too

This, it will be perceived, is all| does not this leave a very large ma-
thecry

and inference. We do not | jority of “Mormons™ after deducting

gay that the Commissioners were| the vawlzm atwhich

It has been objected that the | wrong in their conclusions as to| the Co

n ta the dhflm-.'.

principle of uniformity is not car- | the intention of Congress in their|chised “Mormons?” Make all the

ried out in this arrangement, and |a

that therefore either the tax-paying

tment, but we

with | deductions that can be ressonably
tbhem that they cannot find the de. | su

ggested, the female vote included,

qualification for male citizens is|flnition of such powers in the Act|and the *‘*vexed guestion” would

void, or women voters must also be|of Con
Bome wyers and |office,

taxpayers.

which created their|remain  unsolved,
d if they had carried out | sacred

¥
l

unless  the

principle of local selfs




