
tiem T uryuny TE WS meoreoneo 3333
7

DESERET NEWS
WEEKLY

anum ainAIH

promPROW am PUBLISHED lirliy

THE DEMET NEWS COMPANY

chirmCHARLES VW

dec 13 1882

frommombrom tuesdaysTuetuoadaya nanydany dec 61516151

THE astronomical EVENT
OPOF

ONox wednesday december ath an
event will occur that has been anti-
cipated with intense interest and
which if the conditions are favor-
able for its observation will be
memorable inthe annals of astro
comical eclence it laIs known aaas the
transit of venus we write this foroon

the information of people unfamiliar
with the subject not for scientific
folk nor for those who knowow all
about it

the planet venus bright that
luminary which shines sosometimes

and at othersas a morning starstae
as an cleveningclevering etarstar and laIs recog-
nized by her remarkable ennuieffuleffulgencegenoe
travels round the bunban in a nearly
circular orbit between the earth and
the ruler of the day it takes her
nearly of our claysdays to make the
circuit moving at the rate of about
22 miles per second she Is the
second planet in distance from the
sunbun mercury being the first or
inznearestesteat and the earthbarth the third

should be countedthe
existence of which laIs not
dished though confidently declared
by the french astronomersastronomer lejle ver
rierrien when venus would be the
third in distance vulcan being the
first

traveling between earth and the
sunsan venus at certain periods may
bo observed like a dark ball crossing
the buasbuma disc thisthib passage is call-
ed the transittram L it occurs at peculiar
periods the last transit of venusvenuaVenus
took place eight Yyearbyearsearsearb ago i that6 iais
december 9 1874 but the next will
not occur until the year 2004 or
yearsyearb sixott months ananddonedayone day after
this yesesyearns transit during a cycle
of yearsvearil that planet crosses the
disc odtheof the sunban four times the in-
tervals are in regular order 8
years 1211 years and 8 yearsyearb re-
peating theselthese periods forever

the chief interest which attaches
to the transit is the opportunity it

oftaking observa-
tions with a view to determining as
nearly as possible the exact distancedladiatance
of the earth from the sun the
principles on which thiathis can be cal-
culated cannot easily be explained
in a newspaper srarticleticie but suffice
it to bayeay that the parallax of the
xunaun or the difference between its
position as seen from one point on
the earth and another distdistantalltatit point
of observation may be abetbet-
ter determined during the transit of
venus across its discdiao than at any
other known period the earths
diameter beingwing taken as the base of
a triangle the two sides being form-
edd by the lines drawn to a heavenly I1

body from two different points of
observation say on opposite sidesaides of01

the globe calculations can be made
pu known principles by which
kheabe distance between the two
boalesbodles may be approximately
determined angular measure-
ment mustranat be made with the
utmost accuracy as the variation of
haieshales breadthsinln the calculation of
thathe immense planetary distances i

would cause an error of mauimaulmillionslonsions orof
miles

of the eunsun will beba
taken at the exact moment of the
appearance of venus in contact
with the bunssuns discdiso at different
points of its passage and at the time
of its emergence its internal and I1

external contacts willwin be particular-
ly noted arldand photographs will be
lakanlaken bybv instruments specially de-
signed forforron the purpose the transit
wui be watched at numerous places
byiby ordinary peopeoplepie and stations
have been formed for scientific aaser
vailon at washington florida tex-
as

tex-
us new mexico santiago new
zealand cape town and Iatalatapatagoniagonia
under the auspices of the govern-
ment of the unitedunited states con-
gress having appropriated
for the expenses of these ex-
peditionsions other nationslonsions hayahava

ccontributed0 tritrltributesbuted their part towards
ththee grand object anandd from
a hundredamundred different stations some
of the ablest men
of the times will view thothe lourneyjourney
of venus across the face of the suneun
which will be visible from beginning
to end in the southern half of north
america all ol01 mexico and central
america the west indies and all
of south america and southward to
the south pole in both hemispheres
theithe beginning will be visible all
over africa nearly all over europe
on the island of madagascar and
the atlantic ocean from newl und
land east to europe the ending
will be seen from the aleutian to all
the south sea islands including
new zealand tasmania and the
western baithalt of australia
to assist in the work of observebervaserva

tion the most improved apparatus
of the age will be brought into use
among thothe instruments will be the
telescope the photoheliographphoto heliograph the
heliohellostat the micrometer the
chronograph etc the english and
french astronomers will rely chiefly
on telescopictele observation with chron
ometery for time determination the
americans on the photographic
method and the germans on the
use of the micrometer and hello
meter

the time of thenrot contact will
be aaas been in salt lake city about
twenty five minutes before beven
aam about twenty one minutes will
elapse between the external randaudnd in-
ternal contacts and it16 will take
nearly six hours to complete the
transit it is to be hoped that the
skies will be clear at the places for
scientific observation as BOso much lais
expected from it cloudy skies will
nonot only cause the useless expendsexpendi-
ture of vast sumssuma of money the
waste of valuable time and immense
labor in careful preparations for the
event but render abortive the efforts
put forth to determine a question of
vast importance to astronomical
8clencescience the bunseuna didistance is vari-
ously estimated by astronomers
from to miles1 a
difference of miles and as
the distances of thethebotheaoso called fixed
stara have to be computed from the
sanssons distancesdistance the whole theory of
celestial measurement depends on
the a curate determination odtheof the
solar distance

in reviewing the calculations and
erroralandflAndd efforts osmaninof man 1 riiaritacoYernover
the lawalaws which govern the starry
worlds their times distances and
relations we are jedled to the thought
of0 how easy a knowledge of
all these things might be
acquired if we had faith like
that of abraham who gained more
knowledge of all these things in a
single nightnights when god showed him
the heavens and untoldunfoldeded to him
their glories and periods andund govern-
ment than kliall the astronomers of
the nineteenth century have gained
from personal observations and the
loreoalore of centuries

I1 however we hope that all things
may be propitious for the observe
tion of the transit and that the pa-
tience and toiltoll and praiseworthy
energy devoted to the scientific task
of wednesday may be rewarded as
thetheyy deserve

THE RABIDSAEID SAD THE SENS I1
BLElile SATISFIED

thatho presidentsPresprebidenta brief allusion to
utahulah and polygamy in his lengthy
bessacmessacmessagee to congress doesdees not seem
to satisfy the rabid clique that pre-
sumes to speak for the ecGentiles of
this territory but we have not the
bughslightesttest doubt that the large ma-
jority of non cormona I here are
of the same opinion as FrealpresidentPredentaident
arthur the edmundsedmunda actarthashas not

I1 yet had timstima for full effect it is
not yet rudleludlefully determined how
far its influence extends and treat
are its limits the actionnotion of ththu

i commissioners appointed under ititsprovisions was very sweeping far
more so in our opinion than was in-
tended by the framers of the law

surelybarely the disfranchisement of all
rapersonspersonamonsona who are or even have beenbeenanfn polygamio relationslonsions is sufficientent
legislation in that direction for the
present it ought to satisfy themost zealous fanatic
in christendom president arthur
thinks enough has been done until
thetho full effects of the law are seen
and we believe thiathis will be the view
of the greater portion of both houses
of oanCancongressgrebsgress and of the masses of thethel
people all over the union

but it is not to be expected that the
utah antlanti mormonscormons will restzest con-
tented why simply because it16

is not the abolitionof polygamy that
they are working for indeed they
would be the sorriest creatures in
the republicrepublics if matrimonial mat-
ters could be BOgo arranged in chisterthis terr-
itory that no man could marry or
live with more than one woman
their great pretense would
they would have to get up a new
cry wherewith to arouse the religi-
ous fanatics and social reformers and
meddlerspeddlersmeddlers in other peoplespeopled domestic
affairs they have not desired the
abolition of polygamy what they
are afterafier is complete and supreme
control of utanutah politically and
financially although they form
such a ridiculous minority they
will never be Latissatisfiedfiedfled till they gov
ern the great majority Mocmodesty
never troubles them localnocal popu-
lar rights have no influence with
themthorn greed and ambition are
their motive lowera and they have
set their faces like a flinthint towards
thothe capture of a promising and al-
ready wealthy territory that they
may become irsits rulers tax gather
ersera and devourdevourersers there
never was a teater sham than their
howl about polygamy and they
are afraid unto trembling lest the
edmunds jawlaw in itsita practical
workingworkinge should really have a pal-
pable effect upon the marital rela-
tions of the people whom they de-
sire to bring into bondage

they now feel quite despondent
the presidents indicate
that he does not in the ra
and insensate hue and cry against
the clmormon people but takestabes the
country at its word and simply alms
at the suppression of polygamymy as
the object popularly desireddeslreairea nutbat
the clique which pulls the wires
that manemaue the pulpit jumping jacksjacka
and puppets of the pressiressfreaspreas kkeepep up
such a rattle and a rachatis readyready to
bite off the president a head for
dering to dissent from their antlanti

mormon demands the secretary
of the interior too whose opinion il
supposed to have influenced the prest
dentraldennial utterances on this question
comes in for his share of hatred and
defamation and no doubt when the
full report of the utah commission-
ers appears those gentlemen will
be denounced because they do not
urge such extreme measures as
would work into thetho hands of the
fewlew unprincipled and hungry
schemers that have marked utah aaas
clial lahl

but weve hayehave no plauditsplaudits or auntee
mas to utter we doubt not that
attattacksaclis will continue to be enademade
upon the people of this territory be-
cause they haveahaveshave a religion essential-
ly different from the creedcreeds which
have madgmado captive the millions of
devotees to sectarianism but at
the same time we have no dubiety
about the result god is at
the head of this work vulgarly
called mormonism and he will
BOso overrule the aetaacta9 of men and
governments that hisris people will
have breathing and growing time be-
tween the assaults that may be
made upon them and everything
that is done for their destruction
will tend to unite and strengthen
them for the work to which they
are called and the result will even-
tually be although reached perad-
venture through deep trial great
threaten ings andund much affliction
the triumph otof truth the overthrow
of evil anand misrulemiaruiearule and the
1lament of righteous dominion in all
the earth the lord god omni
ghent4tent reignethl

TWO DIFFERENT CLASSES OF
LEGAL VOTERS

rhode island at a recent electionelections
voted oaon a proposition to abolish
the clause in her constitution which
imposes a property qualification for
the elective franchise on all foreiaforeignn
bom citizens there were

who cast their balloballots on this
question and of these 02 voted
against the amendment sosoilit was
lost it waswaa not-anota partypanty movement
as democrats joined fain
opposition to a change

we refer to this as an illustration
of the principle for which wowe have
argued in relation to the laws of
this territory governing the elet
franchfranchiselseibe maiemale voters are rrequired
to be taxpayerstax payers women voters are
not it has beanbeen objected that the
principle of uniformity is not car-
ried out in this arrangement and
that therefore either the taxpayingtax paying
qualification for male citizens Is
void or women botera mustalsoaisoalsoalto be
taxpayers some and

judges have taken one view of it
randsomeand bomesome the other

we havohave contended that uniform-
ity must prevail over each class of
voters but need not over the whole
group of classes that is if one
woman voter laIs exempt from tax-
paying others must be and if one
male voter isla required to be a tax-
payer other male voters must be
taxpayers but as the male and
female voters constitute two separ-
ate classes of citizens the qualifica-
tion required for one class need not
of necessity be required of the other
class just aaas it is in regard to citi-
zenshipzenship male aliens must go into
court and obtain certain papers in
order to become naturalized women
aliens become naturalized by marry
ing clcitizenslizene without going into court
or getting any papers at all the
law is uniform aaas to each class but
not to the whole group of classes

in rhode island the law requires
foreign born citizens to possepossess a
certain amount of property in order
to be quailqualifiedfledfied to vote while native
born citizens are exempt from the
property qualification the people
have refused to change the I1lawaW

but if the principle for which some
of our jurists contend Is good then
the rhode island requirement of
foreign born citizens Is void but it
has prevailed thero for many years
and laIs now confirmedconfirmconnconfirmeleJ by continua
tion andaiandaland milarsimilar differences of qual-
ifications for different cinnesclasses of
voters have existed in other statesrotates
let our Utah legal luminaries reflect
upon I1it at their leisure

THE commissioners
eortrort

WE publish todayto day the report of the
utah commissioners to the
secretary of the interior it iais a
well written paperraper because it goes

right to the heart of the questions
in relation to which thetha commis
sion Is supposed to have been ap-
pointed we say supposed because
there has been a great deal of in
ference and theory connected with
its positionimposition and proceedings the
commissioners derived such powers
as they possess solely from thetha Eed-
munds

d
lawjaw carefulCa examination

of the text of that enactment show
toadcoat gheytheytfleyareare simply authorized to
appoint omeeraofficers to nillfill the vacancies
createdcrested by the ninth section of the
law namely the registration andana
election omeeraofficers of every description
in this territory to receive and
canvass the returns of the election
of members of the legislative as-
sembly and to issue certificates of
elelectionecal 0n to ththea eligieligibleblebie persons who
shall appear to have been lawfully
elected their office is to continue
until the legislative assembly shall
make provision for the filling of the
registration and election officers

in their report the commissioners
assume that they were 61charged by
the act of congress8 with the duty of
excluding from the polls and from
eligibility to office of a certain clasaclass
of persons that Is polygamists

1 bigamistsbigamists and those guilty of nnun
lawful cohabitation but this duty
is not enjoined upon them by the
lalanguagerivage of thothe law it can only be
claimedclaimed by inference they are for
biddenhidden to exclude persons from the
polls on account of opinion on the
subject of bigamy or polygamy and
to refuse to count a vote on account
of sucheuch opinion it is only by infer
ing from this that they may exclude
practical and ista
fromirom the polls that they have the
slightest coloring of law to justify
their action in this regard and a
elosaclose following of the text will show
that even if this inference iaIs just it
can only apply to the election for
members of the legislative assem-
bly as that Is the only election
whose returns they are authorized
to receive and canvass

they say in reference to the excle
sion of certain persons fromfroma the
polls chowwowhow this waswaa to be done was
not defined in the act just so
becamebecause the duty of this exclusion
was not conferred upon them by the
act but having formed the idesidea
that they were 61charged withwith thisthia
duty they had to conclude that

congress intended to leave the
manner of executing it to their dis-
cretion

this it will bobe perceived is all
theory and inference we do not
say that the commissioners were
wrong in their conclusions as to
the intention otof congress in their
appointment but we agree with
them that they cannot find the de-
finitionfinition of such powers in the act
otof congress which created their
office andia they hadhaq carried out

in this respect therelothe nulorule which they
claim to have adopted in others
that is to conform to the well
known canons for the construction
of statutesstiltuteS it appears to us thatthey would not have found author-
ity for much that they considered
was expected of them

also it iaIs very doubtful if by fo-
llowing those canons they would
have found authority for making
bewdew legislation to carry out an in
ferential duty they assumed that
they were required to exclude poly-
gamistgamist etcetcy

2 from the polls and
not findingding tilethe means in the local
or congressional statutes they add-
ed to the law bybv their supplemen-
tary oath which was certainlya

newlew piece of leciallegislationatlon1 jeenacted by
ai body having no legislativelegisdative pow
ersensrs whatever to carry this point
stilltill further the supplementary
oath which they devised went be-
yond and outside even the design ol01

the Edmundslaw supposing they
were authorized to exclude certain
persons from the polls and that in
tilethe exerexercisecibeclee of that authority
they had the right to legislate
whence diltheydid they derive the power
to exclude persons from the ppolls
who cohabited with more than one
woman inzn tho marriage relationfezareZa tion
only thus admitting persons who
cohabitedcohabiteJ with more than one wo-
man out ofotheI1 the tuarriagemarriage relation
and manifestly changing the letter
and meaning of the act of con
gresa the words in the marriage
relation do not occur in the ed-
munds law and were inserted in
the oath namedhamed by the commis
Blosioblowersners to discriminate between
persona who cohabited withith pluvial
wives and thosethose who cohabited
with any number of females to
whom they were not married inla
favor of the latter classcle thisthia may
all be in accordance with what was
expected of the commissionCommisslori but it
cannot be mademaue to appear in consobonso
nance with the law which authanthoniau oriz
ed its appointment construing it
69according to the well known
canons

the commissioners ofneroffer several
suggestions which will no doubt ieis
ceide consideration although no
thing Is saidbaid in the law in relation
to this it was naturally expected
that having been on the spot and
studied the situation in utah they
would offer such recommendrecommendationsactions

i as iain theirchelk viewyiew would aid in acno
complishing thetha object desired by
the government they have done-
so frankly but in a manner free

and that radical ani-
mus which certain parties desired to
arouse and for the absence of which
they will no doubt condemn the
gentlemen who declined to combcome
under their dictation butent we
fall tolobeetobeeeeebee the relevancy of their
bint as to the advisability of abol
ashing woman suffrageBufiragerape in utah to
thetho subject of the suppression of
polygamy they declare that the
efforts of the commission have been
successful eono far in that directiondirect lonion
and that this is the only object they
have lain viewviews because the lawW iais
not framedframediju the religion of
the mormonscormonsMormons but against poly-
gamy s and that they are not in
favor of measures destructive of the
rights of local seloself governgovernmentment 1 rhethe
women voter utah being now allsll
monogamists how can the contin-
uance of the law which confers upon
them the suffrage be considered eganrianan
obstruction to the speedy solution
of the vexed question

if the object to be attained iaIs to
reduce the mormon majority at
the polls something willwili bbebeiccoaccom-
plished

m
by taking away from women

the right to vote but upon what
plea can this be advocated unless it
is on the ground of their religion
if the vexed questquestionionly Is polygamy
woman suffrageage in utah will not
help to solve it because no poly-
gamous question Is involved lain their
voting and no polygamous woman
is allowed tto0 vote if the vexed

laIs the majority of cg mor
mons which prevents a smallemail mi-
nority from controlling the terri-tory then the abolition of woman
suffrage here might be a step
towards solving it buhbat it would not
meet the enuena Uedesiredalred the com-
missions put the population of thethoterritory at and the numbernumbeX
ofoftonnon of allan classes atthe latter number iaIs muchluclitoo high but granting it correct
doesdoea not this leave a veryjery large inama
bority of mormonscormonsMormons after deducting
the very high figure at which
the commission puts the
chided MorcMormormonscormonsmons makemaae all the
deductions that can be reasonably
suggested the female vote included
and the vexed question would
remain unsolved unless the
wredsacred principle of localocal geifgelf


