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LINES ON THE DEATH OF
APOSTLE ORSON PRATT.

1

Thine earthly teils are past.
Evangelist of this latter age,
*Tis victory at last.

Bright was his eye and fair,
Bright in that trying hour;

The stamp of brilllant mind was there,
The mind of truth and power.

Pain had reduced his frame,
Wan,iwasted, worn ho lay;
Yet on his faded cheek there came

Joy's brightest, purest ray.

Pain could not dim the shine
That filled his trustful eye.

Pain gould not shake the faith divine,
That bore his soul on high.

In the sweet evening skies,
Say, does the sun decline?

Aye, but 1o other realms to rise
In splendor all divine.

So when & great man dles,
His glory does not fade,

But unto other realms to rise
Untarnished, undecayed.

*Twas triumph over paln,
'T'was vietory over death;

Aye, such each faithfvl saint shall galn
When he resigns his breath.

It was not death to him,
No sadness touched his heart.
. It thrilled all with strange joy to see
The victor thus depart.

And, O, when we shall pass
Death’s gate, God grant us then
That we may reach the same bright

realm,
And see his face again.

J. H. WARD.
Salt Lake City, October 15, 1881
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DISCOURSE

FLDER F. W LYMAN,

A

At the General Conference, Friday | tain

morning, October 7, 188l.

REPORTED BY GEORGE F. GIBBS.

My brethren and sisters, I am
pleased to meet you in this General
Conference, and although it is a
great task to undertake to speak go
Jarge an audience, I am willing to
undertake my part if you will give
me your faith and pray and the
Lord will bless me with His Spirit,

The work that engsages our atten-
tion is more remarkable than any
work that the Lord has ever com-
menced upon the earth. The de-
termination of eur Heavenly Father
that this work shall stand forever,
that it shall not be taken from the
earth nor be given to another peo-
ple, is one of itsimportant features.
And I sometimes jear that we do
not feel a8 ambitious, as energetic to
do our part, to bear the responsibili-
ty that He designs to come upon our
shoulders, that we are nof as
careful as we ought to be
in o His laws and
requirements; that we de
not appreciate them and prize them
as we ought to, If we did we
would not gin; if we did we would
every day of our lives seek to
know the mind and will of the
Father; to have His Spirit to be

esent with us, prompting and

spiring and urging us forward fo
the accomplishment of the u?urposea
of the Lord. We forget the earl
love of the gospel. We are too mu
swallowed up, perhaps, in the mak-
ing of a living,in obtaining the com-
forts of this life and a little more of
this world’s goods, We ought to la-
bor; we ought to be industrious; we
ought to seek to gather fron the ele-
ments means that would sustain us,
to clothe us,to build our habita
and to enable us materially to bui

- up the kingdom of God. Buat as|Bay

the spirit and body are one, and
grow together, sympathizing with
each other,the spirit givinglife to the
body, without which the body can-
not live at all, so it should be with us
in to the things of the king-
dom. The Spirit of the Lord should
be first, the life, the energy that
should propel us to the performance
of our temporal duties. In cullivat-
ing the earth, in buying and selling,
in ﬁring fl;r ttlt‘.h: ?:%Ieth of the
world, our objectshou tosu

our necessities, fo make oumggb
comfortable, to keep us alive,to keep
us in good condition; but the chief
part of our lives should be used in
works of righteousne:s, of charity
seeking {o improve tﬂjla spiritmi
condition of man, to develop the in-
~ tellectual man, todevelop the moral
man, ind to gain favor with our
heavenly Father; and to lay up
treasures in this life that can be
taken hence with us. We are not

s

| the title of a son of

ambitious enough to excel in do-
ing %ood We are ambitious
enoug fo excel in

taining wealth—and yet I do mnot
know that it ought to be called
wealth, Prest, Taylor gave a very
nice explanation of true wealth yes-

ob- | brought

"Iawa, y which other worlds have

terday. Quoting from the revela-
tion of God to us which “E'f “He
that hath eternal life is rich,” and
a pglng those words to our late
er, Orson Pratt, he said,
pointing to his remains, “There lies
the body of a rich man.” We all
know that Brother Pratt was not
rich in this world’s but it can
be safely said of him, that he is rich,
rich in the things of God. What he
has done and accomplished is worth
more than all the wealth of the
wor!d, the gold and the silver, the
diamonds and precleus stones, the
houses and lands, and the cattle on
a thousand hills; for he has earned
God, and he can-
not be robbed of it ﬁaﬁng been
true to the end and faithful to his
latest breath.

Well now, what of worldly wealth
what of houses and lands, flocks mci
herds? They bring care and -
sibility’and trouble,that is if we have
too much of thmin, an&i rii; ﬂ? do lillgt
use them properly an y. a
man is :Ldgged with the Holy
Ghost; if he has first and foremost
the kingdom of God and the righ-
teousness of our heavenly Father,
let wealth flow unto him as
it s, he will use it pro-

ly; he will remember the poor,
E:r will his tithing, bhe
he will give liberally for the build-
ing of Temples, for the supportin
of the families of missionaries, an
for the building up of home indus-
tries. The more wealth a man has,
the better if he has the Spirit of
God to guide him In its nse. The
kingdom of God must be built up
with means. Money is n in
some instances with us to-day. I
presume the Tl'ﬂ!tﬂ-i::;Tl‘ﬂﬂtl finds
money very necessary to su cer-
{nat:ryials in the bu . of
Temples; and the men working up-
on them need some money to
cure some of the necessaries of life,
and probably, in some instances, the
unnecessaries pt;;r ga. dh;[unnydil na&
cessary tosup ese demands,an
we cannot very well get along with-
out it, not as well as we could when
there was none here. Bat it is not
necessary that a man should be con-
taminated with wealth. If wealth
necessarily contaminated and_ de-
stroyed life or destroyed man, what
should we say of our Father who
dwells in heaven, for His wealth is
boundless., The wealth of the
world is only borrowed for a
little season. The wealth of our
millionaires does not belong to
them in reality, it is not theirs, not
a dollar of it; they are entitled to
use it and to enjoy the benefit of it;
in other words, they are stewards
over it for the presenf time, If the
wealth they possess were theirs
they would take it with them; the
would not divide it among their
friends, they would take it with
them. That is, that amount which
they hold to in this world. T
would still cling to it tenaeiously
it were ible to take it with
them. Of ccurse, I except that
which they distribute before hand;
and-] am not sure but what some

would be less generous in the distri-
bution of that wealth even to their
children if they cauld take it with
them. But they know they cannot
do this, hence they livide it as they
see fit before they are re from
their stewardship. These means
are n od has made this
earth. He put in every wvein
of gold and gilver and
iron and precious metal, etec.

ard he has done these things by His
own power. And He has a right to
what shall bedone with them.He
has a right to say to us, when you
cultivate the earth, *I uire you
to give me one-tenth of all that is
produced, and the nine-tenths you
are welcome to use for your own sup-
port, and for the accomplishment of
my purposes. But I require this of
you as an acknowledgement that

es | reason why He should

.

you are using the earth that belongs
to me.”

Why should the I.ord require
this? There is a philosophical rea-
son for it, there is a philosophical
require us to
have faith in Him, He being the
owner of the earth has the right to
direct and control in regard to it,
and to all who come upon it, hence
it is necessary that we should have
faith in Him. For He is the foun-

He has given fertility to the earth; |

*

that we pass through, that is neces-
sary for us. And this earth has been
together and arranged ac-
cording to eternal principles, eternal

been made and by which other
worlds will yet be made, that are
behind us, that will follow this

earth. The Lord is well acquainted |

with these things; and the revela-
tion of the gospel is intended to glve
unto us knowledge in regard to these
eternal Jaws, that we may go paial-
lel with them, walk with them and
by them, in order that we may be
saved, saved from sin and sorrow,
saved from death, saved from de-
struction, saved from evil, and be
blessed and rewarded for our fidelity
and faithfulness to those laws.

In the first l)lme, God requires us
to have faith in Him, because it is
not possible to please Him without

faith. If we do not have faith in
Him, we wlll not listen to Him, we
will not accept His word, we will
not be led and counselle! by Him,
hence it is that this prin-
ciple should be and abide with the
Latter-day Saints,

Itisn too that we repent
and turn away from sin, and work
righteousness, I would to the Lord
that all Israel had thus worked up
to this day, from the time we em-
braced the Gos , that we had done
right from that time until now, that
our 8ins should all be forgiven us.
We cannot have our sgins forgiven
and continue in sin. "T'hat woul
not be rational; it would not be
philosophical. We will find that
every requirement that God has
made u us, tends to direct us in
the straight and narrow path. But

when I consider the organization of

the kingdom of God, the priesthood
that he has restored to us, crowned
with the First Presidency and
the Apostleship, giving to us every
gquorum in the Melchisedek and
Aaronic Priesthoods, setting all
things in order; and requiring every
man aod woman to be pray-
erfal “morni and evening,
and to remember our secret pray-
ers; to pay our tithing;to build Tem-
ples; to rm missions; to
take of the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper every Seabbath day—and the
various duties that are required of
the several gquorums of priesthood,
it does seem to me that the Lord
has been well aequainted with man’s
situation and necessities here, to ar-
range so many safeguards and pro-
] caring for the people,
King after them, and feeling after
them, directing them, counselling
and advising them, and holding
them to the straight and narrow
way into which they have been led
py faith. And not only do they
need to be planted in the straight
way, but it is n that all
those requirements be made upon
them, and that they listen to them,
and bheed them in order that they
may be kept in that way through
life. For there is another power in
the world that is workingassiduous-
ly and faithfully, by night and day,
to destroy the children of men
and defeat the will of Geod
and to thwart His plans,
And it is the business of that
to destroy man, to turn him from
the service of God to the service of
the Evil One. And hence the ne-
| cessity of all this carefulness, these
detailed El:m and regulations ur
in the pel of Christ, to keep
men in the strait and narrow path.
And with all this, some of el
will go over the wall; they cannot
be kept in. They will break out in
spite of all the guards and bulwarks

wn around them. And the Spirit
of the Lord which we received
when we embraced the g ], and
that was intendeJ to be with us al-
WAaYS, is grieved and driven from us
because of our want of fidelity and
humility, and because of our care-
| Jessmess in the observance eof the
Jaws of God.

I spoke somewhat in regard to the
ambition that Lalter-day Saints
should have, which I think has
somewhat cooled in the Elders of
[srael. If it was in the vbtaining of
& good country; if in colonizing Ari-

zona, for instance, we had
found an  admirable country
like [llinois, like Ohioand the Mis-
sissippi Valley and the Middle

Btates that are watered by the ralns
and the dews of heaven, if we had
found a country like that in Arizona
or Western Colorado or in South-
| easter Utah, in Southern Idaho, in
Eastern Nevada or Western Wyom-
ing, broad acres inviting fpel ple to
come in and take up large farms, we
would be ambitious enough. There

tain of life, the fountain of intelli- | are railroads that are being built in
genee, the fountain of knowledge,of | the country; we are ambitious

appiness, of joy; and He knows|enough to take contracts and work

exactly what is for us.

knows every

He | in their construction. The Latter-
le of experience'day SBaints cannot be charged with

power |

being idlers, but on the confrary,
they are working themselves to
death, in many instances, They
arenot a slothful people, il they
were they never would have been
satisfled with this country and sab-
dued it as they hav®, The spirit of
the Lord h:s prompted them to in-
dustry, But it seems to me that
our desire to work carries us to such
an extent that we have little time
to devote to the performance of our
religious duties. We  have
not been 80  prompt in at-
tending to our ers, and to
our meetings; our time gnd atten
tion seem to be absorbed in getting
teams and wagons,horsesand lands,
and clothing and food for ourselves
and families. In early times we
did not take cur meals so regularly;
food was not =o plentiful, neithor

bor befter in the future than we
have done in the past.

Let every man fl:fk into his own
hearl! ILet every man ask himsell
thisquestion: Has this tongue of
mine been used to the very best ad.
vantage? Havel spoken words of
counsgel to my neighbor? Have |
taught my wives, my children, my
brothers and my sisters as I ought!
Has my mouth always been willing
to give forth counsel to the world!
Have I shrunk from bearing testi
mony of the truth? If you have in
the past do not do it in the future
This Jife is not very long. We are
only here for a little while., We are
here to obtain experience. That i
the object of our being, and the Lord
hasrevealed unto us the Gospel, and
we should be faithful. When we
look over the world and tind it teem

was it so easgily obtained;cnsequent-
ly we did not get the variety nor so
much of it as we do to-day. Cir-
dumstances have changed; and as
the earth answers to the labors of
the husbandman, we putf on better
clothing; we set our tables more
sum ptuously, and our homes are al-
togetber better furnished. We eat
more and drink more; we eat ex-
travagantly and we drink to excess
of things that are proper to be taken,
and of things that are improper and
should not be indulged in.

This is not right and the Lord is
not pleased with those who do it.
And it is the duty of every one
bearing the Holy Priesthood to
make his voice heard against ex-
travagance and evil, ut first
of all let him see that he himself is
free from that which he would de-
nounce in others, He should him-
self observe the law which God has
revealed as to what we should eat
and what we should drink.The Lord
Eknows exactly what men should d-
and how they should live in order
to obtain happiness, the realization
of which is the object of life, There
are a variety of ways in which inen
seek happiness, which, however, re-
sult in theirsorrow. But there is no
sorrow to be found or experienced in
keeping the commandments of God
It is true, we may have to face
death, and perhaps meet it; we may
suffer from the loss of property, and
have to endure ution; but
when we suffer such experience by
reason of our rend service to
God, it promotes eternal joy in the
gsoul of man. Our mission as Elders
should be from now on to vie witu
each other in doing the works of
righteousness, and in living hum-
ble and pure lives. In this we
will find wealth and joy,
and I desire to say to yeu that the
Elder, the Priest, Teacher or Deacon
—~and the term lder covers every
man bearing the Melchisedec Priest-
hood—who neglects these things,
will be found sorrow'ng; he will be
found mourning; that he did not fill
his misslon—and every man is en a
miszsion upon whose head the hands
of the servants of God have been

Jaced, conferring upon him the

oly priesthood; all such persons are
missionaries. And we should not
wait to be called to the Old Country
or elscwhere, or to be set apart as
Home Missionaries, or to be Bishops
or Presidents of Stakes, Hieh Coun-
selors, ete. For 1 say unto yon that
every man who has received any
poriion of the Priesthood is a mis-

ged | sionary; and the salvation of the

world, to a certain extent, rests
upon his shoulders. And the man
who neglects his duty will see a day
of sorrow for his neglect.

Then, [ exhort you, my breth-
ren, as your fellow-laborer, and as
a servant of the Lord to be
diligent in observing to keep the
commandments of God, to magnify
the Holy Priesthood that the Lord
through His servants; has laced
upon you. We are expected to be
saviors, working in conjunection with
our elder brother, Jesus, and also in
conjunction with our deceased friend

and bro her, Apostle Orson Pratt,
who has goné to continue his labors

in another ephere. When did Bro-
ther Pratt allow his mind to be idle?
He exercised it contimually in the
right direction; he  labored and
studied; the bent of his ambition
lay in searching the Scriptures, an.
cient and modern, and seeking to
' ecome acquainted with the Lord.

Hence he became profound in know-
ledge, a man possessing the true
riches, a servant of the living God,
who has gone to reap his reward—
gone from his sorrow, from his
weariness and from his labors in
this life, and, as was remarked yes-
terday, he will find his quorum, he
will find his place therein and will
abide with the saved, exalted and
redeemed and those who have
““fought the good fight and kept the
faith.” May this be sald of us! But
if it is said it will be because we la-

ing with millions of people wh
have not a Eknowledge of the
troth—and many of them just a
honest as we are in their worship,
but they know not the truth, they
have net sought after it,and in som;
instance: they have been so educat
ed and se prejudiced, and haw
taken error for truth, until they d
not know the truth when they hea
it—what a boon it is to us that Go
has given us a spirit by which w
may know the truth and not be de
celved. What agreat gift and bon
this is, and it ought te make us g
husbands, good wives, good pnre%
good chﬂtimn, good meighbors, g
men and women, laboring for th
salvation of the human family.

We cannot be Saints without the
spirit of the Lord. ‘And as I sak
before in regard to these ordinance
and requirements, they all tend i
their particular place and time{
keep us in the straight and narro
path. Hence upon the Sabbath w
partake of the sacrament and thy
renew our covenants with the Lori
we fellowship each other, and w
ask the Father to forgive tl':la #insg
the past and desire to have Hi
Bgint. to be with us in the tutup
This we do every BSabbath day
prayers every morning, prayers ey
ery night prayers secretly every da
of our lives; and when this is the cas
with the Latter-day Saints, whe
they partake of the sacrame
worthily, and do not eat and drﬂ
condemnation to their own =o
there will be less sickness and Je
quarrels among us, and the spirit o
the Lord will brood over Zion.

I have thought that if we as Elden
of Israel would seek toobtain a know
ledge as 10 why these principles an
given to us and their force and effec
upon us, we could then explin
them better to our families than we
can to-day. But we have been sat
isfied by receiving a portion of th
spirit of the Lord. e have mo
progressed as we should; we haw
yielded obedience to the ordinane
of baptism, but we have not gon
forward as we ought to have done
Possibly we have gathered with th
Saints into these walleys, but ind
vidually we have settled down mor
or less to follow the ways of th
world, to the making of means, {
the cultivation of our farms, etc
We send our children to school, it i
true; but there is not that system o
education, there is not that trainin
and teaching of the sons by th
fathers and the daughters by th
mothers that ought to be, | W:
hav? gruwndi more or Jes
careless regarding these things; w
have become EﬂmEIhﬂ.t wrapr, u
in the things of the werld. But
fell you that every Elder in Israe
ought to feel like saying, “Father
use me as thou wilt. QGive mx
power to magnify my calling anc
Priestheod, so that when contagiow
diseases come into the land I ma
look unto Thee for help. By obsery
ing the Word of Wisdom I beliew
that many of the calamities ths
come u us as families could b
| averted; not that we would live fo
ever; but I do helieve that man)
would be saved unto us that an
taken away because of our wante
faith and because we break the law:
which have been revealed unto us
When a man is doing right he ha
remarkable cou . You know |
is said tnat sin makes cowards of u
all. Now the man that would ap
| proach the Father should not be !
coward. I approaching the thron

of grace, we should do -so with hu
mi]ia?', ut with frankness, asking
in faith believing that the Lord wil

give,

- Take my exhortation, my breth
ret and sisters, and observe the law
of the Lord; become acquainted witl
them, practise them in your lives
and let your time be employed fron
this day henceforth in observing th
laws of God, that we may have Hi
salvation and blessing in this lif
and exaltation in the life to come
May the Lord bless you. Amen.




