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LINESiineskinei ON THE DEATHleate OF
APOSTLE ORSON PRATT

Apoetlo prophet eaicage
thine earthly tollstoils are past

evangelist of thisthia litter ageae
Us victory at last

bright was hishla eye and fair
mightbright in that trying hour

the stamp of brilliant mind was theresthroe
the mind of truth and power

pain had reduced his frames
worn ho lay

yet on hishib faded cheek there came
joys brightbrightestty purest ray

painrain could not dim thothe shine
that filled hisbb trustful eye

Pain gould not shake thetho saithfaith dlynne
thatborobore his soul on high 1

f f
in the sweet evening skies

say does the sun decline
aye but to other realms to riseriso i

inia splendor all divine

soboyhenwhen a great man diesdieb
IMbis glory does not fadetade

Bbutut unto other realmsrealma to rise
untarnished

i
iwas triumph over pain I1i

victory over death I1

aye such each faithful saint shallshail gaingala
when he resigns his breath

it was not death to him
no sadness touched hisbla heart

it thrilled allnil with strange joy to see
thetha victor thus depart

and 0 when we shall pass
deaths gate god grant us then

that we may reach the samecame bright
realm

and see his face again
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at the general conference friday
morningsmorning october 7 issi1881

amorreported BY GEORGIGEORGE3 F

myaly brethren and sisters I1 am
pleased to meet xouyou in this general
conference and although it Is a
firestgreat task to undertake to speakspeake BOso
large an audience I1 am willing to
undertake my part if you will give
me your faith and prayers and the
lord will bless me with flisillsrishis spirit

the work that engages our atten-
tion is more remarkable than any
work that the lord has ever com-
menced upon the earth the de-
termination of our heavenly father
that this work shall stand forever
that it shall not be taken from the
earth nor be given to another peo-
plepie is one of its important features
and I1 sometimes lear that we do
not teelfeel as ambitious as energetic to
do our part to bear the responsibili-
ty that he designs to come upon our
shoulders that we are not as
careful as we ought to be
in observing his laws and
requirements that we do
not appreciate them and prize them
as we ought to if we did we
would not sin if wowe did we would
eveoveeveryevenyry day of our lives seek to
know the mind and will of the
father to have his spirit to be
presentresent with us prompting andaspiringinspiring and urging us forward to
the accomplishment of the purposes
of the lord we forget the earleariearly
love of the gospel we are too MUCKmuch
swallowed up perhaps in the wak-
ing of a livingslivingm obtaining the com-
forts of this lifeilfe and a little more of
thistilis worlds goods we ought to la-
bor

a
we ought to be industrious we

ought to seek to gather fron the ele-
ments means that would sustainaldusaidusus
to clothe asto build our habitations
and to enable us materially to bullabuild
up the kingdom of god but as
the spirit and body are 0onene andd
grow together sympathizingng Vwith
each givinglifeilfe to thethi
body without which the body can
not livejive at all so it should be with us
in regard to the things of the king-
dom the spirit of the lord should
be first ththee life the energy that
should propel us to the performance
of our temporal duties in cultivat-
ingjng the earth in buying and selling
I1laa caring for the wealth of the
world our object should be to supply
our necessities to make ourselves
comfortable to keep us ailallalivetovetobeto keep
us in good condition but the chief
part of our lives should be used in
works of righteousnesss of charitcharltcharity
seeking to improve the spiritual
condition of man to develop the in-
tellectualtel man to develop the moral
maninan ind to gain favor with our
heavenly father and to lay up
treasures in tilisthis life that can be
taken hence with us we amore not

ambitious enough to excel in do-
ing good we are ambitious
enough to excel in ob-
taining wealth and yet I1 do not
know that it ought to be called
wealth prest taylor gave a very
nice explanation of true wealth yes-
terday quoting from the revela-
tion of god to us which sayssaya he
that hathbath eternal iloelife is rich li and
applying those words to our late
brotherbrothenBrotbenber orson pratt he said
pointing to his remains there lies
the body of a rich man we all
know that brother pratt was not
rich in this worlds goods but it can
be safely said of him that he is rich
rich in the things of god what he
has done and accomplished is worth
more than all the wealth of the
world the gold and the silver the
diamonds and precious stonesatones the
houses and lands and the cattle on
eia thousand hills for he has earned
the title of a soneon of god and he can-
not be robbed of itjt lavingdavinghaving been
true to the end and faithful to his
latest breath

well now what of worldly wealth
what of houses and lands flocks and
herds they bring care and cespon

trouble that is if we have
too much of them and if we do not
use them properly and rightlyriglitly if a
man is endowed with the holy
ghost if he has first and foremost
the kingdom of god and the righ-
teousness of our heavenly father
let wealth flow unto him as
it may he will use it pro
perlyperly he will remember the poor
he will pay his tithing he
he will give liberally for the build-
ing of temples for the supporting
of the families of missionaries and
for the building up of home indus-
tries the more wealth a man has
the better if he has the spirit of
god to guide him in its nserise the
kingdom of god must be built up
with means moneyaloney is necessary in
some instances with us todayto day I1
presume the trustee in trust finds
money very necessary to supbupsupplysiyilysly cer-
tain materials in the builbullbuildinging of
temples and the men working up-
on them need some money to pro-
cure some of the necessaries of life
and probably in some instances the
un of life money iaIs ne-
cessary to supply these demand fand
we cannot very well get along with-
out it not as well as we could when
there was noneaone here but it is not
necessary that a man should be con-
taminatedtaminated with wealth if wealth
necessarily contaminated and de-
stroyed life or destroyed man what
should we say of our father who
dwells in heaven for his wealth is
boundless the wealth of the
world is only borrowed for a
little season the wealth of our
millionaires does not belong to
them in reality it is not theirs not
a dollar of it tieythey are entitled to
use itrandhandand to enjoy the benefit of it
in other words they are stewards
over it for the presentpresent time if the
wealth they possess were theirs
they would take it with them they
would not divide it among their
friends they would take it with
them that is that amount which
they hold to in this world they
would still cling to it tenaciously if
it were posyospossiblesiblesibie to take it with
them of cursecourse I1 except that
which they distribute beforehand
andiand I am not sure but what some
would be lepaleea generous in the distri-
bution of that wealth even to their
children if they take it with
them but they know they cannot
do this hence they divide it as they
seeeee fit before they are released from
their stewardship these means
are necessary god has made this
earth he put in every veintein
of gold and silver and
iron and precious metal etc
he has given fertility to the earth
and he has done these things by his
own power and he has a right to
sayeay what shall be done with themie
has a right to baysay to us when you
cultivate the earth 1 I require you
to give me one tenth of all that is
produced and the nine tenths you
are welcome to use for your own sup-
port and for the accomplishment of
my purposes but I1 require this of
you as an ac that
you are using the earth that belongs
to me

why should the lord require
this there is a philosophical rea-
son for it there Is a philosophical
reason why he should require us to
have faith in him he being the
owner of the earth has the right to
direct and control iniri regard to it
and to all who come upon it hence
it is necessary that we should have
faithfalth in him foreor he Is the foun-
tain of life the fountain of inintellitelli

1 gence the fountain of knowledge of
happiness of joy and he knoknows
exactly what Is good for us Hhewe
knowsknown every particle of experience

that we pass through that is neces-
sary for us and this earth hasbas been
brought together and arranged ac-
cording to eternal principles eternal
laws by which other worlds have
been made and by which other
worlds will yet be made that are
behind us that will follow this
earth the lord is wellswell acquainted
with these things and the revela-
tion of the gospel is intended to give
unto us knowledge in regard to these
eternal laws that we may go palal
lel with them walk with them and
by them in order that we may be
savedcaved saved from sin and sorrow
saved from death saved from de-
structionst saved from evil and be
blessed and rewarded for our fidelity
and faithfulness to those laws

in the first place god requires us
to have faith in him because it is
not possible to please him without
faith if we do not have faith in
him wowe willwili not listen to him we
will not accept his word we will
not be led and councounselledselledI1 by him
hence it is necessary that this prin-
ciple should be and abide with the
latter day saints

it Is necessary too that we repent
and turn away from sin and work
righteousness I1 would to the lord
that all israel had thus worked up
to this day from the timotime we em-
braced the gospel that we had done
right from that time until now that
our sins should all be forgiven us
we cannot have our sins forgiven
and continue in sin that would
not be rational it would not be
philosophical we will find that
every requirement that god has
made upon us tends to direct us in
the straight and narrow path but
when I1 consider the organization of
the kingdom of god the priesthood
that he has restored to us crowned
with the first presidency and
the apostleship giving to us every
quorum in the Melchisedek and

Priesthoods setting all
things in order and requiring every
man and woman to be pray-
erful morning and evening
and to remember our secret pray-
ers to pay our withingtoto build tem-
ples to perform missions to par-
take odtheof the sacrament of toietolethe lords
supper every sabbath day and the
various duties that are required of
the several quorums of priesthood
it does seem to me that the lord
has been well acquainted with mans
situation and necessities here to ar-
range so many safeguards and pro-
visions for caring for the people
looking after them and feeling after
them directing them co
and advising them and holding
them to the straight and narrow
way into which they have been led
py faith and not onlyohly do they
heedneed to be planted in the straight
way but it is necessary that all
those requirements be made upon
them and that they listen to them
and heedbeed them in order that they
may be kekeptt in that way through
ilterliferilfelife for ittthereere is abotanotherhoihei power in
the world that is working assiduous
lyy and faithfully by night and day
to destroy the children of men
and defeat the will of god
and to thwart his plans
and it is the business of that power
to destroy man to turn him from
the service of god to the service of
the evil one and hence the ne-
cessity of all this carefulness these
detailed plans and regulations urged
in the gospel of christ to keep
men in the strait and narrow path
and with all this some of israel
will go over the wall they cannot
be kept in they willal out in
aspiteite of all the guards and bulwarksbulwatownthrown around them and the spirit
of the lord which wowe received
when we embraced the gospel and
that was IntendintendedeJ to be with us al-
ways is grieved and driven from us
because of our want of fidelity and
humility and because of our care-
lessnessles in the observance of the
laws of god

I1 spoke somewhat in regard to the
ambition that latter day saints
should have which I1 think has
somewhat cooled in the luders of
israel if it was in the obtaining of
a good country ilif iuin colonizing ari-

zona for instanceinci tance we had
found anall admirable country
like illinois like ohio and the mis-
sissippisisbissippi valie y and the middle
states that ure watered by the rains
and the dewadowa of heaven if we had
found a country like that in arizona
or western CIcoloradoorado or in south-
easter utah in southern idaho in
eastern nevada or westernesternNV wyom-
ing broad acresaeres inviting petpei pie to
come in and take up large farmfarma we
would be ambitious enough there
are railroads that are being built in
the country we are ambitious
enough to metaketaue contracts and work
in their construction the latter
day saints cannot be charged with

being idlers but on thothe contrary
they are working themselves to
death in many instances they
are not a slothful people if they
were they never would have been
satisfied with this country and sub-
dued it as83 they hathanhalfe the spirit of
the lord hs prompted them to in-
dustry but it seems to me that
our desire to work carries us to such
an extent that we have little time
to devote to the performance of our
religious dutiesunties we have
not been so prompt in at-
tending to our prayers and to
our meetings bur tinatime and atten
tion seem to be absorbed in getting
teams and lands
and clothingclothcioth ing and food for ourselves
and families in early times we
did not take our meals so regularly 3
food was notnoi BOso plentiful neither
was it so easily
ly we did not get the variety nor so
much of it as we do todayto day cir
dumstances have changed and as
the earth answersrs to the laborsjabors of
the husbandman we put on better
clothing we set our tables more
sumptuously and our homes are al-
together better furnished we eat
more and drink more we eat ex-
travagantlytravagantly and we drink to excess
of things that are proper to bele taken
and of things that are improper and
should not be indulged in

this is not right and the lord Is
not pleased with those who dodoitdoltit
and it Is the duty of every one
bearing the holy priesthood to
make his voice heardbeard against ex
travagance and evil but first
of all letjet him see that he himselfhiifisele is
free from that which hebe would de-
nounce in others he should him-
self observe the law which god has
revealed as to what we should eat
and what we should drink The lord
knows exactly what men should dcd
and how they should live in order
to obtain happiness the realization
of which is tthee object of life there
are a variety of ways in which men
seek happiness which however re-
sult in their sorrow butnut there is no
sorrow to be found or experienced in
keeping the commandments of god
it is true we may have to face
death abdhd perhaps meet it we may
suffer from the loss of property and
have to endure persecution but
whencewhen we autner such experience by
reason of our rendering service to
god it promotes eternal joy in the
soul of man our mission saas elders
should be from now on to vie
each other in doing the works of
righteousnessr and in living hum
blbie and pure livesh ves in this we
will find wealth and joy
and I1 desire to say to you that the
elder the priest teacher or deacon

and the term elder covers every
man bearing the priest-
hood who neglects thesethose things
will be found sorrowing he will be
found mourning that he did not fill
bishis rallulselon anaand every man is on a
mission upon whose head the hands
of theth8 servants of god have been
placed conferring upon him the
holyglycly priesthood all such persons are
missionaries and we should wtnot
wait to be called to tbthee old country
or elsewhere or to be set apart as
home missionaries or to be bishops
or presidents of stakes coun-
selors etc for I1 say unto you that
every man who haghaf received any
portion of0 the priesthoodcod is a mis
sionary and the salvation of the
world to a certain extent nestaresta
upon his shoulders and the man
who neglects hlhis duty will see a day
of sorrow for his neglect

thenythen I1 exhort you my breth-
ren as your fellow laborer and as
a servant of the lord to bebc
diligent in observing to keep the
commandments of god to inmagnifyni
the holy priesthood that theth lanlade lordr
through his servants has placedlace
upon you we are expected to bbe
saviors working in conjunction with
our elderolder brother jesusjeans and also in
conjunction with our deceased friend
and bro her apostle orsorroronorronon pratt
who has gonggone to continue hiahis labors
in another sphere when did bro-
ther pratt allow his mind to be idle
he exercised it continually in the
right direction he labored and
studied the bent of his ambition
lay in searchingsearchine the scriptures an-
cient and modern and beekingseeking to
t acome acquainted with tiiethe lordrencehence hohe became profound in know-
ledge a man possessing the true
riches a servant of the living god
who has gone to reap his reward
gone from his sorrow from his
weariness and from his labors in
this life and as was remarked yes-
terday he will find hisbis quorum hohe
will find his place therein and will
abide with the saved exalted and
redeemed and those who havehavee
Croughtfought tthehe good fight and kept the
faith 1laymay this be said of usiubi but
if it is said it will be because we laia

bor better in the future than we
have done in the past

let every man look into hishu own
hearthearl let every man ask himself
this question has this tongue 0ol01
mine been used to the very best adiadlad
vantage havehavelI1 spoken words of
counsel to my neighbor have I1
taught my wives my children mym
brothers and my sistersbisters as I1 ought
has my mouth always been willing
to give forth counsel to the world
have I1 shrunk from bearing bestil
mony of the truth if you havehave I1in
the past do not do it in the autufuturer
this life is not very ionglongong we areart
only here for a little while aearlwo artare
here to

i
obtain experience that u

the jobjeobjectct of our being and the lord
has revealed unto us the gospel and
we should be faithful when we

I1

look over the world and lind it temtern
ing with millmillionsigns of people wh
bavehave not a knowledge of th

and many of them just a
as wowe are in their worshipIA

butbUt fiey know notno t the truth theeil
have not sought after ilandit andinin gomisom
instances they have been BOso
ed and be prejudiced and hahavi
taken error sor truth until they di

not know the truth when they healhes
it what a boon it is to Uusa I1that gotgo
has given us a spirit by chich v
may know the truth and notriot be dde
calved whawhat a great gift and bboorbooi
this is and it ought to make us-gis goof
husbands good wives good parenparent
good chiichilchildrenren good neighbors goo
men and women laboring for ththi
salvation of the human familywe cannot be Saints without th
spirit of the lord and uas I1 sansam
before in regard to these ordinance
and requirements they all tend it
their particular place and aime
keepke us in the straight andandl narroharro
path hence upon the sabbath v
partakepartakepfof the sacrament and tha
renew our covenants with the ioralori
we fellowship each other and vM
ask the father to forgive the csinsi0
the pastput and desire to have hi
Sspiritt to be with us in the
Tthisis we do every sabbath dry
prayers every morning prayers evey
ery night prayrsprayers secretly every daidal
of our lives and when this isIA the cadcaa

I1 with the latteriatter day eiaEjasaintsints whet
they partake of the sacrsacramehamei
worthily and do notnoh eatent and drarte
condemnation to their own sogbog

boia
there will be lessim s and
quarrels among us and the spirit d
the lord will brood over zion

I1 have thought that htweifwe as elder
ofisrael would beekseek to obtain a know i

1

1

ledge as to why tuesethese pinelpieaplea an
given to us and their force and efred
upon us we could then explain
them better to our families than vew
can todayto day but we have been sat
isfried by receiving a portion of thtim

spirit of the lord wove have nno
progressprogressededasas we should we havi
yielded obedience to the ord inariinano
of baptism but we have not gonigoa
forward as we ought to have donidont
possibly we havo gathered with thtil
saints into theao valleys but ind

wowe have settled down moimolmon
or less to follow the ways of thi
world to the making of means t
the cultivation of our farms etcete
we send our children to school it i
true but there iis not that system d
education there is not that training
and teaching of the sons by ththe

fathers and the daughters by thitbtth
mothers that ought to be W
navehave grown more or legs10
careless regarding these things vfv
have become somewhat wrapped vfii
in the thanamna of tirthe world but I1 i

telltil you that every eldereiden in israel
ought to feel like sayinsaying fatheriuse me as thou wilt giveguve mtme
power to magnify my calleailcalling anani
priesthood so that when tornboincontagiousyanjan10
diseases come into the land I1 maimaj
look unto thee for help by absobserv-
ing

ervery
the wordV rd of wisdom JEI bellebelie

that many of the calamities tha
come upon us as families could bi
averted not that we would live fd
ovenover but I1 do believe that many
wouldwould be saved unto us that an
taken aam ay because of ouroun want d
faith and because we break thetue lawilaw
which have been revealed unto uius
when a man is doing right he hahal
remarkable courage you know I1 S

is said anat sin makes cowards of aiui
all now the man that would apalthe father should not be Ji
coward in approaching the thron
of grace Wewe should do so with huhii
mality dutlutbutbub etli frankness
in faith believing that the lord wil
give

take my exhortation my breth
ret and sisters and observe the law
of the lord become acquainted wwiliwillta
themthein practisepractise them in your liveslivens
and let your time bobe employed fron i

this day henceforth in bbobservingservin g th
laws of god that we may have HI 1

salvation and blessing in this liftliot I1

and exaltation in the life to come J

may the lord biessblesa you amen


