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quarter of the Mormons in the Ter- |

ritory practiced polygamy. Most of
those who had been prosecuted sel
up the defense that they no longer
practiced polygamy. Not all of the
prosccutions bad resulted in convie-
tions, but it was seldomn a case was
lost. This was due not so much to
the evidence as to the jarors.
Jurors were not dJdrawn by lot.
They were selected by the Marshal,
who, of course, did not summen any
Mormons to sit on Mormon cases.
Unless a Judge Instructed the jury
to acquit because of lack of evi-
dence & conviction wag certain.
Pressed .by questions the dJdeputy
went on to say that there were two
degrees of the offense. One was

adultery, for which the Mormou
could be pgiven three years
in the United States peni-
tentfary at  Bioux Falig; the

other was unlawful cohabitation, the
punishment for which was slx
monthe in the Territorial jail. It
was a great Jeal easier to prove un-
lawful cohabitatlon than Jt was
adultery. 1o the latter case there
must be evidence as to the net itself.
Uunlawful cohabitation was some-
titnes proved by the statements of
persons who had seen the defendant
going in the direction of the house
of his plural wife. Then theques-
tion sometimes arose in court how
near to the house of a plural wife a
Mornon‘s presence must be shown
to make out a case of unlawful co-
habitation.

At this point the Senztor stopped
the deputy’s interesting explanation
of Mormon prosecutions lo tell ap-
other story.

%] defended a man ouce,’’ said
the Benator, ffon a charge that he
had killed a steer belonging toa
neighbor nanmed Saunders. Nobody
had seen the kLiilling, and about the
strongest evidence was that of old
man Banders, who testified that he
ha:d seen the defendant going in the
direction of the place where the
blood was found.

“¢‘He had his killin® kit on his
shoulders,” the old man testified,
‘and 1 ‘gpicioned then he waa going
to kill vne of my steers.?

[The rest of the Senator’s story is
a little too “‘racy* for reproduction
in the DESERET NEWS.]

At this juncture the ex-Mormon
asked the Sepator if be had ever
geen the test oath which every man
in [daho 18 required to take hefore
he can vote. The Benator said he
had n’t, and with the remark that he
niways earried a copy to shew to his
friends in the Chureh the ex-Mor-
mon produced the elector oath.

The SBenator read the oath care-
fully, smiled, and handed it back
with the remark that it scemed to
be pretty stiff.

“But v isn’t stiff enough,*’ eaid
the constitution-mmaker. *“The Mor-
mons get around it, Last fall 150 of
them in this county declared they
had left the Church. They took
that oath and voted, They cast all
of their votes for the local demo-
cratic ticket and elected it. The
republicans contested the election
ou the ground that the Mormons
had not acted in good faith, that
they had not really cut loose from
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should not be .ounted. Evidence
was taken and the court has just
ruled that the Mormon votes shall
be thrown out, which will scat the
contestants. So you sce the test
oath is not always a test.’’

“How do you tell, then, that & |

man has cut loose from Mormouns
ism if his oath doesw’t go,'’ askeéd
the tenderfoot.

“We can siZze up an ex-Mormon
almost every time,”” the Deputy
Marshal replied, confidently. *If
he is a genuine apostate, you will
hear him, like our friend here (nod-
ding toward the ex-Mormon),damn-
ing the Chureh of Latter-day Saints
every chance he gets.””

The Senator, whe had beenstudy-
ing the tar away mountain line. felt
inspired at this point to say:

“In the early times, when the
New England preachers levied on
thelr congregations, somewhat as
the Mormons collect tithes, there
was an old Unitarian who used to
get around to a  DMMassachusetbs

neighborhood ahout sv often. He
had a kind of circuit. He would
appear at o plage, preach a

few sermons. gather in what con-
tributions bhe could and then move
on tothe next. As he preached a
u doctrine of upiversal satvation he
had a rather ungodly set to depend
on. His fullowers werethe tavern-
keepers, and that class. On one of
his visits the Unitarian preacher
had among his hearers v 1’resby-
terinn who had fallen from grace,
and who manifested considerable in-
terest in Unitarianism by asking
a good miany ¢uestivus. The Uni-
tarian preacher went on to the next
blace. enjoying the novelty of hav-
ing nadea convert. When in the
course of time the Unilarian came
there again to preach his half a
dozen sermone and make his anuual
levy, he bethought him of his cou-
vert &aud asked his tavern-keeper:

““‘How is Brother Bo and 8o
coming on?? **

¢+Oh,’ said the tavern-keeper.
‘he’s uambing and cursing round
like thie rest of us Unitarians??

“It seemn,’? continued the Sena-
tor, *‘to be about the same way here,
When an ex-Mormon ‘cusses’ the
Church seadily and consistently
you Gentilez extend to him the right
hand of fellowship. That is it, isp’t
it

The answer was a rather self-con-
scious laugh on the part of ihe

roup and a hearty roar from the
ﬁack Mormon.

“Tospeak seriously,’” resumed the
Benator, ““T don’t see how yovu can
handie this Mormon question any
better than you are doing unless you
put into your Constitutlon a further
provision on the sulject. You might
say that after Idaho is admitted ag a
State Gentiles shall hold all of the
offices and Mormouns shall pay all of
the taxes. You have, however,
made a pretty fair start in that di-
rection by the provisions forever dis-
franchising the Mormons.”?

After n pause the tenderfout
wanted to konow if the non-polyg-
amous Mormons in Idaho who were,
it scemed, nine-tenths of the wheole
number, did not resent the trouble
brought upon them by the polyg-

the Church and that their vofes|amous minority.

#No,”” said the Deputy Marshal;
“they all serem to haug together.
There is no split between those with
single and those with plura]l wives.
Polygamy is not increasing. Still
the Mormons with single wives all
believe iu the prineciple of polygamy,
if they dout practice it. 1t is very
séliom we get a Mormon to give
evideuCe against 8 Mormon in one

of these prosecutions. 1f he
does, the whole community
wili eut him. They don’t re-

sort te white-cap methods of vio-
lence. But they make it mighty
uncomiortable for one of their num-
ber who helps on 2 prusecution for
pelygamy. They do nothing unlaw-
ful, for they are law-abiding people
in all other respects except in what
concerns their religion. But by re
fuging to be neighborly and cutting
off all busziness relatious, they sool
drive away from among them any-
body who helps the Government in
these cases.’

“Do you ever meet with resistance
in trying to arrest these polygamous
Mormons?*’ asked the tenderfoot.

“No,” said the deputy, ©they
never resist.  They will try to hide,
but wheu they areonce exught they
are the best of prisvners. hen we
took three of them to Sioux Falls
under sentence of sixteen months
each we left them for several hours
unguarded in a depot while we were
up-town, and there was no attempt
to get away. We never haudeuft
them. Their promises are good.
They will swear falsely on the wib-
ness-stand that they are not sus-
taining unlawful relations,but other-
wise you can believe what a Mor-
mon tells you.”?

“Yes, that’s so,” exclaimed the
Jack Mormon, <01 take the word
of the average  Mormon in this
country quicker than I will that of
the averapge Gentile, every time.”

“How wany men who belong to
other ehurches, or to no church at
ull, are practicing secretly what the
Mormons preach openly??! sudden-
ly asked the Benator.

Nobody cast a stone in reply, and-
the Benator proceeded:

““There is no doubt the Mormon
Chureh is an unrepublican institu-
tion. But we have conflzeated its
property. We have sold 3250,000
worth of that property under the
hammer for $80,000. We are nuow
leasiug back to the Mormons sgme
of that coufiscated property. It
isn’t easy to say how far a govern-
ment tounded upon the idea of civil
and religious lilerty ought to go.
We have ¢rushed the open and no-
torious practices of the Church,
Now shall we proceed to follow this
ul by punighing, not to say prose-
cuting. men for sommething they hide
away dowua in their boots? Reforms
are sumetimoes catried too far. When
I wag at Garfield Beach the other
day Judge Zane calleit my attention
to a young woman of attractive ap-
ﬁearn uece who passed us and said he

adn’t any doubt she had been vir-
tually driven into alife of bad re-
pute because this Government had
made it impossible for her polyga-
mous {ather to support her.??

The Benator paused. Nobody else



