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men did not believe in these things
they did not want them confusion
followed and divisions into sects and
parties all professing to have the bible
as a foundation for their faith the
sacred volume beca meas one expressesespressoa
it like an old fiddle capable of render-
ing any turietune one might choose to play
06on it

but this was not the condition of the
church of christ the followers of
jesus were united they taught one
doctrine were animated with one
spirit having the holy ghost who
was recognized by all as the true guide
in accordance with this the latter
day saints proclaim that it was
necessary that an angel should coine
again and restore the gospel the tes-
timony about this when first borne
startled the people the world is not

pa quiquitetesoso startled at it now because
spiritualism has to a c ertain degree
familiarized the minds of men with
spiritual manifestations but at first
the idea was new how else could the
gospel be restored if the position taken
by us that the priesthood had been
taken away is correct no man held
the authority no one could say I1 have
a command from god

angelsangela came and restored once
more the authority to baptize and to
laythelay the handsbands on for the reception
of the holy ghost and when
the elders made this Aststatementement they
said if y u will repent of your sinsbills
and iebe baptized by one having author-
ity to perform the ordinance we testi-
fyittuyto youou that you shall receive the
9gift of the holy ghost and know for
yourselves whether thosethese doctrines be
from god or of man this has been
the promise and it constitutes the
great strength of this work none ia
asked to believe on the testimony of
man alone the supposition is among
men of the world that the leaders of
the church are shrewd fellows 12 and
that the people follow them blindly
nothing can be farther from the truth
than this it is a most erroneous idea
I1 would not give anything for converts
gained on that principle A chchurch
of such members would not be worth
a straw it would be like a rope
of sand our strength is to obey the
gospel and to seek a testimony for our-
selvesselves from this rule we have never

9 deviated people are urged to examine
for themselves and to know that those
who seek a testimony shall have it and
having obtained a testimony they will

i be a help to the cause of god whatever
W their circumstances may be for they

are standing on the firm rookrock and are
not having their faith pinned to styany
body else

this is the promise god has given to
all who will receive his doctrines
that they shall be visited by the holy
ghost suppose I1 were to call upon
this congregation to give testimony
there would be hundreds perhaps
thousands should the time per-
mit who would state that they
know for themselves that this is true
not because some elder has told ththemem
so but because god has manifested it
to them they know that they have
hadbad their sins remitted and that they
have received the holy ghost

this as has been said constitutes
our strength and is the difference be-

tween us and all others thisThI church
Is the church of god or it is nothing
it tois either all it professes to be having

0

all the gifts and blessings claimed for
it or it is nothing there Jsis no half
way it is either a divine truth and
must be received by everybody or it is
nothing at all and this I1 would im-
press on the young mindsmind

are there then no good men out
side the church yes thousands
does the spirit of god work
ouon men who do not belong to us yes
Nno goodd word has ever been utterutteredednono
fooloogood invention has ever taken place
without the operation of the
spirit god blessesbesses all his children
even among the heathen there are
those who are acceptable to him and
who will receive their reward this is
the condemnation that the light has
come but men loved the darkness
more than the light those who shushun
the light when it is presented to thethemun

are condemned but those who have not
much light will be rewarded if faith-
ful in their sphere those who know
the will of our heavenly father but
refuse to do it shall be beaten with
many stripes

one of the grandest revelations
given to the prophet joseph is the
one now found in doctrine and cove
nants seesec concerning the
glories to be bestowed upon the chil-
dren of god the old idea was that
there were only two places to go to
after this life viz heaven and bell
and that everyone hadbad to go to one of
these places I1 an mod lately after death
now this revelation came and con-
ferred upon us a blessing in giving
us better knowledge about our fu-

ture state it shows us the truth ex-
pressed by paul that there are diffei
ent glories in the resurrection he
teaches plainly that there are a variety
of places ministers now commence to
admit openly that there is a possibility
of progressive sanctification after death
dr BriggsBrigges says that there is a founda-
tion in the 81 scripturesrupturesrip tures for this doctrine
in Scripturesthe we are plainly told that
men will be rewarded according to
their works but no one seems to have
comprehended the significance of this
truth how would it be possible to
reward everybody according to his
works if all were thrown pell mell
eltheeither into hell or heheavenavell josejosephPh
smith taught that a man who would
obey the gospel would have the privi-
lege of dwelling with the father and
receive the reward which according to
paul is typified by the glory of the
sun and as the moon receives her
light from the durifsun so others would
receive a reflex of the glory from the
first which is the second degree of
happiness then as paul expresses it
as one star surp asseth another in glory
so will it be in the resurrection

joseph taught also that all men ex-
cept the sons of perdition those
who have hadbad theabe testimony and
again crucify the son of god like
judas for instance will sooner or later
be redeemed by the atoning blood of
christ they will all be brought forth
after having received their punish-
ment and partake in the work of re-

demptiondemp tion there is no such thing as
the consignment of a soul except-
ing the sons of perdition to eternal
damnation punishment is eternal
because it is gods punishment and
he is eternal but those who suffer the
wrath of god will finally be redeemed
the sinner will have to pay the penalty
of breaking the commandments afpf

godclod but the promise is that ththe sing
shall be blotted out by repentance
this however does not consist in
simply expressing a regret but in K
abandoning the sins

now thesethese are the glad tidings of salraj
that sin shall be blotted
the atoning blood of jesus

and if we continue in well doing and
live holy lives we shall receive the
blessings in store for us by repent-
ing of our sinsBIDS and baptism wewe
obtain the holy ghost and he will be
alla livingvingi power within us if we will
lovejove our neighbors asaa ourselves andcarry out in our lives the principledplea
we profess to believe in we shall be
living witnesses to our fellowmenfel thatwe have entered upon a nownew life then
Wwee willill never do any wrong without
reperepentingD g of it this is the life we
should live as latter day saintsainta do-
we live so and do we have the
mony within ourselves that we aream
doing that which Jsis right then we
are happy

people sometimes talk of trials abidand
feel discouraged the saloons aream
open every day and some say evieneven on
the sabbath evils multiply and it looks
to some as if god had forgotten zion
but he has not god is with us heis still guarding his zion I1 would not
give much for a mans religion which j
cannot preserve him from breaking thesabbath or keep him from the
or from whoredom such a religion
does not amount to much we
shall be a tried people and we
must be tested in every direction
hundredsHundred of our missionaries have goneno
out in the world and returned pure asaa
angels they have not yielded to any
sin of this character nor done any
thing they are not willing to let their
families know you have lived your
religion abroad and come buckback pure
some have fallen we know butbuit they
are comparatively few Is it not poopoa
sibleeible then for us for our sons anddaughters to live pure lives here I1say it is possible jf we love sin and
that whichh is evil better than our re
ligion we sell this if we take to pro-
fanity or drinking or whore doms we
sell virtue and the love of godsgod sacra
flying eilese to our appetiteseven the temptations that surBUP v
roroundund usas will be for our good I1
for the lord will overrule them wowe J
are to be a pure people and our god
will protect us as he did the children
in the burning furnace

but you parentsarents have a great cesponftsivilitylity it is for you to teach your
children the principles of religion itis a great blessingblaming to have childchildrenrOD
but it brings with I1if care and anxiety
and responsibility they should be
instructed and talked with prayed
with but not wearied with longiongi
prayers fathers can pray in secret
but they should not inflict
long prayers on their familiarfamiliaB
pray to the point with
them and let the members of thothe
family pray too young men are often
wearied with long prayers wherewhereataa
rereligiousustious exercises should be a pleasure
audinotand not something to be dreaded

I1 pray god to bless you that thespa
rit may rest on usulaa till we are led busbade
to the presence of god

the choir sang the anthem entitled
life and death

benediction was pronounced by bi-
der E B tripp


