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men did not believe fno these things. |all the gifte and bleseings claimed for
They did not want them. Confusion |it, or it is nothing. There is no half

followed and divisions into sects and
pariies, all professing to have the Bible
a3 a foundation for their faith. The
gagred volume became,as one expresses
ity like an old fiidle, eapable of render-
ing any tune one might ehoose to play
on it.

way, It is either adivine truth and
must he received by everybody, or it is
nothing at all. And this 1 would in-
press on the young minds.

Are there then no good men out-
side the Churehi? Yes, thousands.
Does the Spirit of God work

But this was not the condition ofthe | op men who do not belong to us? Yes.
Church of Christ. The followers of | Ng good word hae ever been uttered,no
Jesus were united. They tanght one|pood invention bas ever taken place

doctrine, were aniuated with one
Bpirit, baving the Holy (Ghest, who
wag recognized by all asthe trueguide.
In aceordance with this, the Latter-
day Saints proolaim that it was
pecessary that an angel should come
again and restore the Gospel. The tes-
timony about this, when frst borne,
startied the people. The world is not
guite so startled at it now, because
spiritualism has to a c rtain dJdegree
familiarized the minds of men with
spiritual maplfestations. But at first
the idea was new. How else could the
Gospel be reetored, if the position taken
by us, that the Priesthood bad been
taken away, is correct? No man held
the authority; no one could say, I have
a command from God.

Angels came and restored once
more the authority to baptize and to
lay the hands on for the reception
of tbe Holy @Ghust. And when
the Elders inade this etatement, they
said: “If y u wili repent of your sins
nnd be baptized by cne having author-
ity to perform the ordinance, we testi-
f¥ to you, that you shall receive the
gift of the Holy (GGhost and know for
yourselves whether these doctrines be
from God or of man.?* This has been
the promise, and
great strength of this work. None is
asked to believe on the testimon
man alone. The supposition Is among
men of the world that the leaders of
the Church are “‘shrewd fellows,*? and
that the people foliow them blindly.
Nothing can be farther from the truth
than thia. It is a most erroneous idea.
I would not give anything for con verts
gained on that principle. A church
of such members would not be worth
a straw. It would be like a rope
of sand. Qur strenpgth is to obey the
Gospel and to seek a testimony for our-
seives. From this rule we bave never
deviated. People areurged to examine
for themeelves and to know that those
who seek a testimony shall haveit, and
having obtalned n testimony they wiil
be a help to tbe cause of God, whutever
their circumstances may be, for they
are standing on the firm rock and are
not having their faith pinged toany-
body else.

This is the fromlne (God has given to
all who will receive His doctrines,
that they shall be visited by the Holy
Ghost. Suppose I wero to eall npon
this cougreF\tlon to give testimony.

there would be hundrede, perhaps
thousands, should the time per-
mit, who would state that they

know for themseives that this is true;
not becuuse some Elder has told them
80, but because God has manifested it
to them. They know that they have
had thefr sins remitted and that they
have recelved the Holy Ghost.

This, as has heen sald, counstitutes
curetrength and Is the difference be-
tween us and allothers. This Chureh

withou the operalion of tbe
Spirit. God blesses ail His children.

ven among the heathen there are
tbose who are acceptable to Him and
who will recelve their reward. This is
the condemnation, that the light has
com<; but men loved the darkness
more than the light. Those who shun
the light when it is presented to them
are condemned, but those who have not
much light will be rewarded, if faith-
ful, in their sphere. Those who know
the will of our heavenly Father, but
refuse to do it, shall be beaten with
many stripes.

One of the grandest revelations
given to the Prophet Joseph is the
one now found in Dyctrine and Cove-
nants, 8ec. lxxvi, concerning the
glories to be bestowed upon the chil-
dren of God. The old idea was that
there were only two places to go to
after this life, viz. heaven apna hell,
and that everyone had to go to one of
these places lwmediately after death.
Now this revelation came and con-
ferred upcn us 8 blessing in giving
us better kpowiedge about our fu-
ture state. Itshows us the truth ex-

pressed by Paul that there are dJdifler-.

ent glories in the resurrection. He

it counstituies the |tuaches plainly that there are a variety

of places, Ministeranow commence to

¥ of | admit openiy that there is 8 possibility

of progressivesanctificationafter death.
Dr. Briggesays that there is a founda-
tion in the Scriptures for this doctrine.
In theScripiures we are plainiy told that
men will be rewarded according to
their works, but no one seems to have
comprehended the significance of this
truth, How would it be possible to
reward everybody according to his
worke, If all were thrown pell-meli
either into hell or heaven? Joseph
Bmitls taught that a ruan who would
obey the Gospel would have the privi-
lege of dwelling with the Father and
recelve the reward which, acecording to
Pau), is typified by the glory of the
sun. And as the moon receives her
light from the sun, sp others would
receive a reflex of the glory from the
firat, which is the second degree of
huappiness. Then, as Paul expresses it,
as one star surpasseth another in glory,
so will it be in the resurrection.

Joseph taught aleo that all men, ex-
cept the ‘‘sons of perdition,’ those
who have had the testimony and
again prucify the Bon of QGod, like
Judas for ingtunce, will sooner or later
be redeemed by the atoning blood of
Christ. They will all te brought forth,
after haviog received their punish-
ment, and partake in the work of re.
demption. There is no such thiug as
the ceonsignment of, a soul, except-
ing the sons of perdition, to eternal
damnpatior. Punishment js eternal
because it is God’s punishmeat, and
He is eternal, but thase who suffer the
wrath of God will inally be redcemed.

{s the Church of God, or it is nothing. | The sinner will have to pay the penalty
It s either all it professes to be, having | of breaking the commandments of

God, but the promise ie that the sins
shall be blotted out by repentance,
This, however, does not consist in
simply expressing & regret. but in
abandoning the sins.

Now,these are the glad tidinge of sal-
vation, tbat sin shail be blotted gut
through the atoning biood of Jesya.
And if we continue in well-doing and
live holy lives we shall receive the
blessings in store for us. By repent.
ing of our sins and baptism we ghall
vbtain the Holy Ghost and He wi)l be
a living power within us. If we wi]

love our peighbers as ounrselves apd
Icarry out in cur lives the Principles
we profess to believe in, we shal] be
Hving witnesses tv our fellowmen that
we have entered upon anew life. Theg
we gill never do any wrong witho
repen‘tiug of it. This is thg life wlrl:
sbould live ne Latter-day Sainte, Do
we liveso, and do we have the tepti-
mony witbin ourselves that we gre
doing that which is right? Then we
are happy.

People sometimes talk of trialis and
feel discouraged, The raloons are
open every day, and some gay even on
the Sabbath. Evils multiply,and it logks
to some as if God had forgotten Zion,
But he has not. God is with us. He
in 8till guarding His Zion. I would not
give much for a man’s religion which
cannot preserve him from breaking the
Batbath, or Eeep him (rom the saloons
or from whoredom. Buch g religion
does Dot amount to much, We
shall be =a tried people and we
must be tested in every direction.
Hundredeof our missionaries have gone
out in the world and Teturned pure ag
angels. They have not yielded to any
gin of this character, nor dJone any-
thing they are not willing to let thelr
families koow. You have lived your
religion abroad and come buck pure.
Home have fallen, we know, but they
are comparatively few, Isit not pos-
sible, then, for ue, for our sous ang
daughters to 1ive pure lives here? I
sny, it is poseible. If we love sin and
that whirh is evil better than our re-
figion we eell this. If we take tg pro-
fanity, or drinking, or whoredoms, we
sell virtue and the love of God, saecri-

ficing tirese to our appetites,
Even the temptations that sy
round w®8 @Il be for our good,

for the Lord will overrule them. We
are to be a pure people, and our (od
will protect us as He did the children
|in the burning furnace,

But you Fareuts have a great respon-
eibility . It is for you to teagh your
chiliren the principles of religion. It
is a great bleszing to have children,
but it brings with it care and apxiety
and responsibility. They should be
loetructed and talked with, prayed
with, but not-wesried with Jjong
prayers. Fatherscan pray In gecret,
but they should  not infilot
long prayers on their famllles.
Pray to the point with
them, and let the members of- the
family pray, too. Youni men are often
wearled with long prayers, whereas,
religious exercises should be a pleasure
and notsomething to be dreaded,

I pray God to blets you, that theSpi-
rit may rest on us, till we are led back
to the presence of God.

The choirsang the anthem entitled

‘Life and Death.

Benedictlon was proncunced by El-

der E. B. Tripp.




