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DISCOURESHE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER ORSON PRATT,

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake

City, Sunday Afternoon,
June 20th, 1880.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

The gathering of the Saints—Their
sufferings — Ancient predictions
Julfilled.—~Crickets and their mir-
aculous destruction—Crops saved
—Desert made fruitful — God’s
kingdom in the mountains—Its
Juture destiny—The coming of the
Lord.

I wirnL call the attention of the
congregation toa few verses, con-
tained in the 50th Psalm, and the
first six verses: “The mighty God,
even the Lord, hath spoken, and
called the earth from the rising
of the sun unto the going down
thereof. Out of Zion, the perfec-
tion of beauty, God hath shined.
Our God shall come, and shall not
keep silence: a fire shall devour be-
fore him, and it shall be very tem-

tuous round about him. He
shall call to the heavens from above,
and to the earth, that he may judge
his people. Gather my saints to-
gether unto me; those that have
made a covenant with me by sacri-
fice. And the heavens shall declare
his righteousness: for God is judge
himself,”” It is very evident that
the Psalmist, when writing these

words, must have been inspired of

the living God; for the events, here
foretold, are clearly set forth in many
other parts of the sacred scriptures.
Two very important events are an-
nounced here; one is, the gathering
of the Bain{ﬁ,-—-tﬁm who have
made a covenant with the Lord by
sacrifice;—and another is the com-
ing of the Lord, not his first coming,
but his second advent, when a fire
shall devour before him, and it shall
be very tempestuous round- about
him; when he shall, in other words,
come in his majesty, in his power,
in great glory, or as the apostle Paul
expresses it in one of his epistles to
the Thessalonians, “he shall be re-
vealed from heaven,with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking ven-
geance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” There seems
to be connected with this advent of
the Lord from the heavens, great
Power; his arm is to be made mani-
est before all people. Preparatory
to this great event, there will be a
universal gathering of the Saints
from the four quarters of the earth.
It is one of the signs
the second advent. It is clearly
foretold by many of the prophets.

preceding |

the fulness of times, in bringing
about the gathering and restitution
of his people upon the face of the
earth. David, in the 107th Psalm,
has very clearly portrayed this won-
derful and great event. Perhaps it
may be well for us to read the ex-
act werds, He commences the
Pealm thus: “0O give thanks unto
the Lord, for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever. Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, whom
he hath redeemed from the hand of
the enemy.” Now notice the
gathering—“and gathered them out
of the lands, from the east and from
the west, from the north and from

the south.” It seems to be a gath-
ering from the four points of the
out of all Jands. You

mmémss,
might inquire if the prophets have
said anything special in relation to
the conntry where these saints or
ple of God are to be gathered.
t us read the next verse. After
gathering them out of the diflerent
countries and lands, from the east,
west, north and south, the Psalmist
says, “They wandered in a wilder-
ness, in a solitary way; they found
no city to dwell in. Hungry and
thirsty, their soul fainted in them.
Then tj.ley cried unto the Lord in
their trouble, and he delivered them
out of their distresses. And he led
them forth by the right way,” ete
Now this cannot refer to any former
dispensation of gatherng. When
the children of Israel in ancient days
were collected together as a body,
they were not taken from the east,
west, north and south, but they
were taken from one little country—
the land of Goshen in Egypt. From
there this handful of people, about
twenty-five hundred thousand, were
taken, and in the course of time
were permitted to inhabit the land
of Canaan. Bat this gathering that
is here spoken of informs us that
they are to be gathered out of all
lands. Who? The redeemed of the
Lord,—people who have heard the
message of redemption, obeyed the
ordinances of redemption, received
the gospel of redemption, and were
the ple of , the people of
Christ; they were the ones that
were to wander in the wilder-
ness, after they were thus
gathered, and that wilderness
would be a solitary way. Now, in
gathering from Egypt to the land of
Canaan, they wandered, it is true,
in a small wilderness, on the east
side of the Red Sea, but instead of

was no city or habitation,he brought
them forth to large and populous
cities. The first city that they came
to, atter crossing from the east side
of Jordan to the land on the
west side, was the great city of
Jericho, which the Lord delivered
into their hands; and then there

of the people. The

David alludes to it, not only in
this Psalm, bu in man
ts of his Psalms. The spirit of
seems to have moved upon him

~to portray more or less the great
< work of the gathering of the Saints
-in the lastdays. Many suppose that
he will come and find tEa Saints
scattered &1l over the world, not
thered into any special country;
but it is evident that those who have
taken this view of the subject don’t

understand the Secripture 1ls=v;"rit.ings_J

Nothing is plainer in all the sacred
Scriptures than the gathering of the
people of God. The Apostle Paul,in
the first chapter of his epistle to
the E(thians, prophesies “That in
the dispensation of the fulness of
times, he might gather together in
one all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven and which are on
earth.” 1Itseems to be a new dis-
pensation, a dispensation that is
characterized by the words ‘“fulness
of times.” When these times shall
be fulfilled, when the day shall
come for this great preparatory
work to take place, the Lord will
signify it, by <peaking fron: the
heavens; or as it is here stated, in
the fourth verse of this Psalm which
I have just read, “he shall call to
the heavens from above, and to the
earth, that he may juﬁge his peo-
ple. Gather my saints together unto
me; those that have made a cove-
nant with me by sacrifice”” From
this we draw the conclusion, that
-~ when the dispensation shall be fully
ushered in, when the time fogthe
great preparatory work shall take
place, the heavens will no longer be
sealed up, but the Lord will again
speak, will eall to the heavens, call
upon his angels, call upon the an-
cient prophets who have died and
gone the way of the whole earth,
and are dwelling in the heavens, to

| bringing them forth where there |

us, it was a “soli way,” and
rendered more terrible by the wild
beasts that roamed over the plains.
We could hear the sound of the wolf
in his huwlin%a; we could hear the
sounds of the buffalos in their bellow-
ings, but the sound of the human
voice, from any village, or town, or
seftlement was unknown for hun-
dreds of miles. We commenced this
journey in the vear 1846,leaving the
great Mississippi River in the cold
month of February. After a portion
of us had crossed the river in boats,
the river was frozen over, and the
rest of the company crossed in
wagons on the ice. We had no grass
to sustain our teams. Our teams
depended upon the cottonwoods, and
bark of trees, and a little corn that
we could occasionally get by sending
down to the settlements, and by our
purchasing for that pu . We
wandered in the wilderness ““in a
solitary way,” and when we had
traveled some fourteen hundred
miles—we found no city to dwell in,
just precisely as the Psalmist said
would be the case. We entered this
valley in the month of July, 1847,
having been detainea during the
winter, by sending over 500 of our
people,—young and middle aged
men—to help the United States in
their war against Mexico. That de-
tained usduring the winter, so that
we could not journey any further
than Council Bluffs, or the regions a
little above Omaha, where we built
up a temporary residence. The nex:!
spring we started off, traveling over
the plains “in a solitary way,” and
entered this valley just about where
Fort Douglass is now established on
the bench; we called it Emigration
Cafion. We came down here upon
this plot of ground in the month of
July, and commenced planting a

pretty well filled with inhabitants.
“And he will make her wilderness
like Eden, and her desert like the
of the Lord; joy and glad-
ness shall be found fherein.” At
first, before the joy and gladness
came, this other prophecy was ful-
filled! “Hun and thirsty, their
soul fainted them,” then they
cried unto the Lord in their afflic-
tions, and the Lord heard them,and
delivered them out of all their dis-
tress. It is not ry for me to
enumerafe all our privations, such
as the shortness of provisions, and
how many had to live on the roots
that sprung out of the ground, how
many had to boil up the hides of
their cattle that had transported

them across the plains; it is not
n to enter into a.ll' these par-
 ticulars, I do not know that itis

necessary for us even to speak of a
great trial of our faith, that we had
after we had been here many

spring, and they came up, and were
looking nicely, and we were cheered
with the hopes of having a very
abundant harvest. But alas! it very
soon appeared as if our crops were
going to be swallowed up by a vast
horde of crickets,
from these mountains—crickets very
different to what 1 used to be ac-
quainted with in the State of New
York. They were crickets nearly
as large as a man’s thumb. They
came in immense droves,
men and women with brush eould
make no headway against them; but
we cried unto the Lord in our afflic-
tion, and the Lord heard us, and
sent thousands and tens of thou-
sands of a small white bird. 1 have
not seen any of them lately. Many
callel them gulls, although they
were different from fthe sea-gulls

few potatoes. It was very late to

ut in any corn, but we wished to
ry the soil to see whether there was
any virtue in it. We found it, how-
ever, like an ash heap. It seemed
as though there had been no rain
upon the land for years. We could
dig down a great depth in many
places where this e¢ity now
stands, without finding scarcely
any moisture, Jbut we succeeded
by taking the water from the creek—
City Creek we call it—in flooding a
small g)rtiun of ground, and put in
our potatoes, and planted corn, a few
beans, garden seeds, etc., to see if
there was any virtue in the soil.
What were the results of our first
crop? We found that there was
fruitfulness in the soil; but of course
it was too late foranything to be ma-
tured. That same fall or autumn of
1847, several thousand of the Latter-
day Saints followed up our track.
T'hey came upon the Jand in the fall

of the year, bringing with them a
little breadstuffs to sustain them

were numerous other cities that are | during the winter, and also our farm
mentioned in the Book of Joshua, [ utensils,and everything in the sha
which were delivered into the hands | of wearing a

be

parel that could

children of|brought. We had not much fto bring,
Israel gathered out of one land; but | for we had already been driven four
y | this latter day gathering was to bea|or five times in the United States,

ple called “the redeemed of the | from our houses and from our lands;

rd;” they were fo

go into a|much of our bedding was burnt; our

wilderness country, into a solitary | stores torn down, and the goods car-

country. They were called, in many | ried into the street and
parts of the scripture writings, ‘““the | Hence,

ple of Zion,” and*“the Zion of the
tter-days.” The Lord calls them
by .this special name in the 5lst
chapter of Isaiah, and these are the
words that are used: “For the Lord
shall comfort Zion; he will comfort
all her waste places; and he will
make her wilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden of the
Lord; joy and gladness shall be
| found therein, thanksgiving and the
voice of melody.”
boy I was inclined to attend very
frequently the meetings that were
'hﬁ]d by the different denominations
in the State of New York, my na-
tive State. I often heard this pro-
phecy of Isaiah sung, by those who
were singing anthems of praise to
the Lord, ““I'he Lord shall comfort
Zion,” ete., but little did I know, in
my boyhood or youth, what was
meant by these predictionsof Isaiah.
Lt seems that the people of Zion are
to be gathered out from all lands,
from every nation under heaven,
from the fcur points of the compass,
and are to be brought into a solitary
place,a wilderness, and when they
arrive in that solitary place or wil-
derness, they will, at first, be great-
ly afflicted, sorely distpressed, so
much so that they will be under the
necessity of crying unto the Lord,
and he will deliver them from their
distress. “They found no city to
dwell in,” says David. Now, this
was the case with the Latter-day
Saints, whom the Lord commanded
to gather together. When we start-
ed forth over the great desert plain,
where there were no settlements, no

do the wark assigned to them, in
the great and last digpensation of

When I was a| more

estroyed.
we had not much to bring
with us: but we eame trusting in our
God, and we found that the Lord
really fulfilled the prophecy of
Isaiah, and made the wilderness to
blossom as the rose, made the desert
to bloom like the Garden of Eden—
literally fulfiling that which our
(Gentile religious denominations had
been singing in my ears,when [ was
a youth, Very pleasant song to those
who did not understand it,but much
pleasant to those who do un-
derstand and are fulfilling it. We
made great calculations in %a:fin z off
this city. We did not lay it off
merely one mile square, as if we
were doubtful as to whether there
would be any inhabitants to occupy
it, nor two miles square, but we laid
1t off’ covering an area of about five,
square miles. We expected that
there would be a great emigration.
Upon what did we found our expec-
tation? Was it upon our own natur-
al judgment? No; we founded our
expectation upon that which God
had spoken in the modern revela-
tions which he had given te usas a
Eop]e. He told us, by revelation,
fore our prophet was murdered,
that we would have to leuve the
United States, go beyond'the Rocky
Mountains,and seek our home in the
wilderness, and that we would have
a great Jmp]e gather with us. We
believed his words: we laid out
this city accordingly; and now
all that remains for us or stran-
gers to do, in regard to the fulfil-
ment of these expectations, is to
ride from one end of this city to the
other, and see if there is much s

cities, no towns, traveling hundreds
of miles without any track to guide

ground, see if the lots are not prg:g

that live on the Atlantic coast. And
what did they do for us? They w
to work, and by thousands and téns
of thousands, began to devour them
up, and still we thought that even
they could not
s0 large and mighty an army.
they had apparently filled th
they a ntly em-
selves withp these crickets, they
would go and vomit them up, and
again go to work and fill themselves
and so they continued to do, unti
the land was cleared of crickets,and
our crops were saved. There are

of the natural eourses of events,that
there was no miracle in it. Let that

be as it may, we esteemed it as a

blessing from the hand of God; mir-
acle or no miracle, we believe that
God had a hand in it, and it does
not matter particularly whether
strangers believe or not.

We found no city here to dwellin.
What did we do? Went to work and
began to build a great city. This
also was foretold in this same Psalm,
““He turneth rivers into a wilder-
ness, and the water springs into dry
ground. A fruitful land into barren-
ness for the wickedness of them
that dwell therein. He turneth the
wilderness.into a standing water,and
dry ground into water springs.” We
found that when we came and be-
gan to irritate the land,and the rains
began to descend from the heavens,
the earth began to take on a fresh
appearance, and the dry ground be-
came like water s ot AN
there he maketh the hungry to
dwell, that they may preparea city
for habitation.” Now when the Is-
raelites went into Canaan, they
found cities already prepared, but we
had to prepare our own city. “And
sow the fields, and plant vineyards,
which may yield fruits of increase.
He blesseth them also, so that they
are multiplied greatly; and suffereth
nof{ their cattle to decrease.” Now,
the Latter-day Saints who have been
here. since the arrival of the first
companies in the year 1847, can rea-
lize how much the Lord has multi-
plied this people. We are as it were
overrun with children. If strangers
will take the opportunity of goin
to some of our oldest towns, an
through our various settlements,
they will find vast numbers of chil-

country than in any other country
in the United States of the same
population. This is very clear
spoken of here, ‘““He blessed them
also, so that they are multiplied
greatly; and suffereth not their cat-
. Lle to decrease.” Again he says, in
the 41st verse, “Yet setteth he the
poor on high from aflliction, and
maketh him families like a flock.”
Those that are acquainted with some
of our poor men, and when they go
and look at one man’s family; for]
thisis in the singular number—¢he
maketh Zim families like a flock”—
when we see one man’s family like
a flock, we may know the Lord has

fulfilled this prophecy in to

months. We planted our crops in the |

that came down |

SO tlhﬂt-:i
| this

lat
see it an

8. “The righteous shall
rejoice: and all iniquity
shall stop her mouth.” The latter
Eartnf e senfence is not yet ful-
lb:-lr but the fore partis fulfilled;
the rignteous hath seen these ““fa
lies like a flock,” and the

le
&r?tly multiplied uﬁn the P:;pof
land. “ima wise and will
observe these thinwen they shall
understand the loving kindness of
the Lord.” That lisi they are the
children of the light. The
can see that the Lord our God
fulfilling that which he had purpos-
ed to fulfil, when the day for the
gathering of his Saints should com-
mence. They can see that that
which has occurred corresponds with
that which was predicted. Again,
theycan see howthe righ teous prosper
and flourish; howtheir cattle incr
and how the Lerd has made this wil-
derness, this desert, this waste
country, like the of Eden.
Paul, I have no doubt, saw this
dispensation of the ‘‘fulness of
times,” or he never would have pre-
dic the t gathering that
should then take ghee, namely “all
things in Christ”—notice that ex-
ression; not those who are ouf of
hrist, nol those who have not been
baptized into Christ; but ““all things
in Christ; both which are in heaven
and which areon the earth; even in

him.”

This foreibly puts me in mind of
the parable of our Savior concerning
great latter-day gathering. In

t

evail against

when

those who will say that this was one

the 24th chapter of Matthew he
ai:m.ka of his second coming “in the
clouds of heaven, with power and
great glory,” anfj how the gospel
should be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations, before
he should come in his glory. In the
next chapter, in order that his disci-
ples might fully understand his say-
ings, he goes on to explain that at
that particular period the kingdom
of heaven should be likened unto
ten virgins; not the former kingdom
that was to be built up, when he
came on the earth in the flesh; that
was not likened unto ten virgins;
but at{the time he should commence
the great work of gathering, that
wheresoever the main body of the
kingdom is gathered together, from
the four quarters of the earth, pre-
paratory to his second coming, then,
at that time, should the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins,
which took their lamps and went
forth—(signitying that they did not
remain in ftheir native lands)—to
meet the Brid m. If was a lit-
eral gathering out; and after they
had gathered out,taking their lJamps
with them, they began to be sleepy
and it is written ““they allslum ’
and slept.” It was a time to sleep,
a time of drowsiness; it is called
midnight; but when all was silent,
and when probably the world outside
was not looking for anything very
great, was careless and indifferent, a
voice was heard in the depth of this
silence, saying, “Behold, the Bride-
m cometh; ? yYe out to meet
im.” Then all t ose virgins awoke,
both the wise and the foolish. The
wise ones trimmed their lJamps, and
had some oil left; but the lamps of
the foolish had gone out, because
there was no oil in them. I[f seems
that they had been so careless, that
all the Spirit of God—which may be
mmpueg to theoil that gives bright-
ness to the lamps—had gone out of
them, and their lamps would not
burn. “Well,” said they, “what
shall we do? We have been expect-
ing *he Bridegroom, as well as you
that are wise; we believed the gospel,
bnt really we have'been too careless;

geperaily pecupled, and the city

regard
the gathering of tha Saints in the

the spirit has been withdrawn from
us; there is no oil in our lamps; can-
not you give us some? won’t you sell
us a little?” “Oh, no,” say the
wise ones, “we almost fear we have
not got enough for ourselves; if you
want any, you had betlter go and
buy of those who want to sell.”
Hence, five that had gathered were
foolish and five were wise. The wise
entered in with the Brid m,and
the door was shut before the foolish
ones could get in. But they after-

dren, perhaps more children in our|wards arrived and begged to be ad-

mitted; and the question was asked,
“Who are ye?” ¢“We have been

ly | here among your people for a long

time. Have we not cast out devils
at a certain time? Have we not been
on missions? Have we not healed
the sick and done many wonderful
works in your name?” What is the
reply? “I know you not.” Why?
Because they have apostatized; they
have lost the oil out of their lamps;
they failed to be prepared for t.}l:fe
coming of the Savior. Therefore
they were bound, as it were, hand
and foot, and delivered over to the
wicked world,to suffer the same pun-

ishment as those that would not re-

ceive the truth, and ps ev
grester, : .Pﬂ' h{. ﬁﬂ



