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vigt. Not all the mequitiale are had
upon the ground of innocence, but In
many oBees because the plural wife
and the evidence is gpirited away, or
can not be produced in court.

The Commisston has reportaol fifteen
wale pereone who are believed to have
entered into polygnmour marringes
durln%l the past year, and of more than
three hundred persons who are known
or bglieved to be now llving ln polyw-
amous relations. Bome of Lhese Are
stated to be hlgh dignataries in the
Church, and none are believed to have
lost standing in the Chureh by teason
of their polygamous practices.

QOages thnt hnve eome to the Judieial knowledge
of tho United States’court since lasl report:
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Onses invoiving sexunl nifenses by the United
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ATTACKS UPON THE COMMISSION.
During the
MHEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON
TERRITORIES

of the Benate and Houee of Represen-

THE DESBERET WEEXRXLY.

tatives last winter, the Commission.
were violently nseailed, and witbout
opportanity for defense, 88 Do reso-
lution of Congress required an invesii-
gntlon of the aocts of the Commlission,
norwas it invited to appear and an-
swer Lo the attacks made uponit. Ino
fact, when it addressed a respectfully
worded communication, enolosing
matked copies of its officlal reports for
the yenrs 1889 and 1890, and asked that
the marked portions be brought to the
attention of the cemmittee and be
made u patt of ils record, as tho an-
awer of the Commisslon to the whole-
sale ciarges which were bejng made'
before them, and published to the
world, no atientlon was paid to the
requegt, 50 far na the record ahows.

The marked portione of these re-
ports contuln what the Commirsion
deem a complete anawer to and refutn.
tion of many of the atale ard unfound.
ed slanders then belng rehashed be-
forte the congressionsl committees, and
need not be repeated here, hut a few
pointe thus met are deemed proper to
tie nsticed,

In the memorial of the Utah” Legis-

1% | |ature to Congress ls found the foliow-

ing:

The most vicious interference with Lthe
vestige remaining of our local libertiea i
in the maintainance and actlon of the
Utnh Commission. who, io tbe appoint-
ment of registration otficors, havo often
selected corrupt and,irresponsible per-
sons. Thesoe bave filled (bho registration
liste with fictitious nnines and rosorted to
other devices by whioh repeating and
other frauds might be succossfully per-
petrated at elections.

In the statement of Mr., . C.
Rioharits tefote the SBenate committee,
he srid:

In the velection of tho dopuly registrar
for each precinot. eare is taken in all the
important precinots thal an lrresponei-
ble, and in many instances, disrepuiablo
plectors are chosen. Men who would as
soon be ongsged in fraudulontly striking
off and adding pames 1o the listL of voters
as to bo employed in some honorabie
pursuit, nro selocted to hear and deter-
mine oi)jcul.ionn to the rights of electors
tovote. ®* * # Tho judges of slection
are appointed tbo esmie way, and to a
oonsl(llemble oxtont from the wame class
of people. J

[It may ho noted tbal thia gentloman
has frequently been appointed by tho
Commission as judge of election. He
should know of what ho speaka.]

Tbe same gentleman appeared before
the Houme cominittee and elaborated
hie chinrgenlo o much greater extent
than I efore the committes of the Ben-
ate. In one cape he hecomes spucifio,
and states:

Wo havo ofton called thealtention of
the Commissionors Lo sioh sppointments
and protested againet thom,but (o nopur-
pose; they continue tho orentures in
power. For someoiime the depuiy rogis-
trat for the precinct in whioh I lived in
Opden hay been A man who for many
years has had a public and notorious
reputation of boing A gamhler, saloon
man, and groprlemr of low dives. He
mukes up the list of volors keeps tho affi-
duvits for rogletration and henrs all ob-
jections to tho right to vote of persons
rogistored. That ward 1s the key Lo tho
Rg;tlcnl uituation locally, as tho hotels,

rding-houses, Anioons and dives nre
all in thar ward. The opportunities for
orime are thero, nnd are ulilized. Do you
suppoBe that the Commission are ignor-
ant of the fact? Certainiy the peoplo of
Opgden do not think they are.

Mr. Franklin B. Richards (a brother

-~

of the last named) was more congery
iive In his statement before the Senag

Committee, but stated as (o “Dpolnte
ments made by the Commiagj -
they were; sslon that

Mon who were irresponaiblg
could not bo mnde to respund iy
agea for anything that they migh
and in some iDBIANOES corrmp)
That ia true, * ® & Ty thay g
ien has heen selected, and In some
ropeatedly.

Q.—Adter protest? A Y
protest. I know whoreal I:;'msl:rfn“th 5
matter. © * * Tho Commisalon b la
appointed men known lo he prol‘unsioav“
gamblers, without any pPecunj .
responsibility, and whose word wood
acarcely be taken on oglh. ould

These are

CHARUES OF A VERY S8ERIQU
snd were there uny truth
Comumission would freely
its duties had not been wel]
Their weakness lles in thej
faleity.

itis true that In some
complainta have been mag
Commission of the acty of ita
pointees, It iz not Lrue that thap-
complaints or protests have beey O
heeded. In every iInstapce iDVeguu s
gation bas been promptly made :u-
It wrong was found, it hge '}, s
righted a8 far &8 the power of fign
Commission could go. o
stances complaints were, on in{re;ﬂ‘
gation, found te be unwarrapteq Ly
the facte. In one notable instpnge thy
vice-ohairman and seoretary of me
People’s or Mormoen party i, whi ::
both Messra. Richard belo:nged :-’
ferred charges in writing whigh ’wi»::u‘-?‘~
of eo serious churavter that the chaire
man called the Commission to me t.-
In special sesrion in Balt Luke cif ?
investigate them. This wap §p I{eo
ember, 1889. The Commisslon gat fc?-
nine daye hearing evidence upon mr
‘chargea preferred, and came’ to th:
unnnimous counlusion that they were
i UNFOUNDED AND FRIV

A full report of the charg:iugs,'mn
s ndfinding was made in the ‘report of
the Commiesion to the Beoretary of th
Interior for 1880. It is not true th ‘:
the Commission hap ever selected o
corrupt mon,*” a “koown gambjer?» 0!:.
& *diereputable character’ tor reglsira.
tion or election officer kuowingly anad
if by chonve Buch a person has been
appolnted, it bas not yet been brought
to the knowledge of the Commission

The Commission has, since ita gr.
ganization, acted uniformly upon the
tule ol seleoting for county reglatrar
one of the bestand most intelligent o}
the clilzens of the county who would
accept the position, He has alwnyg
been enlled upen to nominate for
deputy registrors, o competent and re-
putable elector of the precingt to be
registered, and the appointmeunts for
the deputies for those precinots have
geoerally been appointed on the con nty
reglutrar’s recommendation. The ex.
ception has been, when some objeotion
bas beenn made Lo the person thua re-
commended, in which case Investign-
tion bay slwaye been made, and some
other person uappointed, if the objec-
tion proved to be well founded.

Referring to the specific charge of
Mr. C, G. Riohards thut in his pre.
ocinct in Ogden, ‘‘the reglstrar for
many Years bas had a publlec and
notorlous reputation of belng & gam-
bler, saloon man, and proptietor of
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