memts for the information and the con-
alderation of thelr congreseses.

WATER BOUNDARY.

The Mexican water boundary commis-
sion has adjusted all matters submitted
to it to the satisfaction of both govern-
ments save i three important cases—
that of Chamizal wat El! Paso, Tex.,
where the two commissloners falled to
agree, and wherein, for thia case only,
thts government has proposed to Mex-
ico the mddition of a third member; the
propased elimination of what «tre known
as “bancos,” amall Isolated islands
formed by the cutting off of bends in
the Rio Grande, from the operation of
the treatles of 1884 and 1889, vecom-
mended by the commissioners and ap-
proved by thls government, but stila
under consideration by Mexlico; and.the
subject of the 'equlbable distrbution of
waters of the Rio Grande,” for which
the commdssloners recommended an in-
ternational dam and reservolr, are ap-
proved by Mexico, but still under con-
glderation by this government. Pending
these questions it Is necessary bo ex-
tend the life of the commission which
expires December 26, next.

The coronation of the young queen of
the Netherlands was made the ocea-
slon of fittdng congratulations.

The craim of Vietor H. McCord
againat Peru, which for a mumber of
years has been pressed by this govern-
ment and has on several occasions ak-
tracted the atiention of the Cangreas,
has Dbeen gatisfactorily adjusted. A
protocol was sipned May 17, 1898, where-
by, the fact of liability being admtited,
the question of the amount to be
awarded was submitted to the chief
Justice of Canada as sole ambitrator.
H!is award sats the indemnity due the
claimant at 340,000,

PERU ABROGATES.

The povernment of Peru has “given
the prescribed notification of its inten-
tion to abrogate the treaty of friend-
ship, eommerce and mavigatlon, con-
cluded ‘with &¢his country August 31,
1B87. As that treaty dontains many
important provisions necessary to the
malntenance of commerce and good re-
ratlons which could with Qifficulty be
replaced by the nonunation of renewed
provislons  within  the brief twelve
months intervening before the treaty
terminates, I Irave invited suggestlons
by Peru us to the particular provisions
it 98 desired to annul in the hope of
reaching an arrangement whereby the
remaimng articles may be provisional-
ly =aved.

NEW AMBASSADOR.

Hlis majesty, the c¢zar, having an-
nounced hls purpose 10 maise the tmi-
perial Russian mission at this capital
to the rank of an embassy, I responded
under the authority conferred by the
act of March 3, 1893, by comméssloning
and uncerediting the aetual representa-
tive at St. Petersburg in the capacily
of embassador extraordinary and pleni-
potentiary. The Russian ambassador to
this country has since presented his
credentlals.

The propogal of the ezar for
a general reductlon of the vast mdli-
tary establishments that weligh 80
heavlly upon many pecples in time of
peace wap communicated to thls gov-
ernment with an earnest imwitation to
be represented in the vonference which
it is contemplated to assemble with a
view to discussing the means of accom-
pkiishing so desirable a result.

Hls majesty was at once infaormed of
the cordkal sympaithy of this govern-
ment with the prineiple involved m his
exalted proposal and of the readiness
of the United States to take part in the
conference. The active milltary force
of the United States as measured by

our poputation, terrrtorial area and tax-
able wealth 48, and under any concclv-
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able prospeotive conditlons, must con-
Wnue to be in Hme of peace g0 con-
sptenously less than that of the armed
powers to whom the czar's appeal is
espectally addressed that the question
can have for us no practical import-
ance save as marking an ausplcious
step toward the betterment of the con-
ditlon of the modern peoples and the
cultivation of peace and good will
among them, and in® this view it be-
hooves us as a nation to lend counten-
apce and ald to the beneficlent pro-
Ject.
CLATMS AGAINST RUSSIA.

The claims of owners of American
Bailing vessels for seizure by Russian
crutsers in Bering sea are being pressed
for settlement. The equlties of dhe
cases justlfy the expectation that a
measure of reparatlon would eventually
be sceoorded in harmony with precedent
and In the light of the provislon of the
acts. The resolution made in my spec-
Ial message of Apri 27, ladt, is renewed,
that appropriation be made to relm-
burse the master and owners of the
Rurssian bark Hans for wrongful ar-
rest of the master and detenbion of the
ves=s¢l in February, 1896, hy officers
of the United States distridt court for
the southern district of Misslssippl. The
papers accompanylng my measage
make out a most merltorions clalm and
justify the urgeney with whieh it has
been presented by the government of
Russla.

SAMOAN TROURLES.

Malietoa Laupepa, king of Samoa.
died on August 22, last. Aeccording to
artlele I of the general aat of Bertin,
“"his sucressor shall be duly elected ae.
cording to the lkaws and customs of Sa-
rica.”  Arrangements had been agreed
upon between the signatorles of the
geser_al act for the return of Mataafa
aTi the other exiled Samoan ohlefs,
They were brought from Jaluit by a
German wal vessel ang landed at Apia
on Sept. 18, last.

Whether the death of Malletoa and
the return of his old-time rival Mataa-
fa, will add to the undesirabde com-
prica'tions which the executien of the
tripariite generat act has heretofore de-
veloped, remalns to be geen, The ef-
fiorts of this government wil! as hereto-
fire be addressed towards a harmoni-
ous and exact fulfilment of the terms
of the internatlonal engagament to
which the United States became a party
in 1889.

CLATM AGAINST SIAM.

The Cheek claim against Slam, after
s¢me five years of controversy, has
been adjusted by arbitration under an
agreement signed July 6, 1897, an award
of 706,721 tbheals (mbout $187,987), with the
release 0f the Cheek estate from mart-
gage claims, had been rendered Muarch
21, 1898, in favor of the claimant by the
arbitrator, Sir Nicholas John Hannan,
British chief justice for China and
Japan.

An envoy from Siam has been ac-
credited to thly government and has
presented hils credentials.

RED CROSS AND SWITZERLAND.
Immediately upon the outhreak of
the war with Spain, {he 8wiss govern-
iment, fuifilling the high mission it has
deservedly assumed as the patron of
the International Red Cross, proposed
te the United States and 8pain dthat
they should sevemally recognlze and
carry into execution as @& modus vi-
vendd durlng the comtlnuance of hostil-
‘tles the additional articles proposed by
the dnternational conference wt Geneva
Odt. 26, 1868, extending ‘the effects of
the existing Red Cross conventlon of
1864 to the conduct of naval war. Fol-
lowing the example set by France and
Germany In 1870 1In adopting such o
modus vivendi, and in view of the ac-
cession of the United States to thosge

additional erticles 1n 1582, wlihough the
cxchange of ratification thereof =till ye-
mained uncfiected, the Swiss proposal
was promptly and cordlally accepted by
us and glmultanesusly by Spain.

This government feels a keem satla-.
faction in having thus been enabled to
teatify Dts adheremce to the broad
principle of humanity evenr amidst the
clash of war, and It Is to be hoped that
the extenslon of the Red Cross com-
pactsto hostillties by sea as well as on
land may soon become an accomplished
faot through the general promulgations
of ndditlonal maval Red €Cross articles
by the marftime powers mow partles tg
the convention of 1864.

The Jmportant question of the elalm
of Bwitzerland 40 the perpetual can-
tonal nllegiance of Amerlcan eltizens pf
8wiss origin has not made hopeful
progress toward a eolution, and econ-
troversies in this regard stili contlnire,

ARMENLAN_ TROUBLES.

The newly accredited enwvoy of dhe
United States o the Ottoman Porte
carrles Instructions looking 10 the dis-
posal of metters In comtroversy with,
Turkey for a number of yvears. He ia
especlally charged to press for a just
settlement of vur clalma for indemnity
by reason of the destruetlon of proper—
i1y of American troubles of 1896 as well
as for the recognition of older claims
ol equml justness. He Is also instruct-
ed to seek an adjustment of the dlspute
growmg out of the refusal of Turkey
to recognlze the acqulred citizenship
of Ottoman-Bornesians maturalized In
the TUnited States sknce 1889 without
prior Imperial comsent, and In the same
geneml relatiom he §8 ddrected to on-
deavor to bring about a eolution of the
question which has mora or less ncute-
ly existed since 1869 concerning the
Jurisdiction and rilghts of the United
States In matters of eriminal proceed-
ure and pumnishment under article IV
of the treaty of 1830. This latter qiffi-
culty grows out of a verbal difference,
claimed by Turkey 'bo be essentlal be-
tweenr the -original Turklsh text and
the promulgated translatlon.

VENEZUELAN ARBITRATION,

After more than two years from the
appolntment of a conwul of this coun-
try {0 Erzeroum he has recelved his
exequator. The arbltral d¢ribunal ap-
polntment ursder ‘the treaty of Febri-
ary, 1887, betweent Great Britaln and
Venezuela ¢o determine the boundary
between the latter and the oolony of
British Guiara is to convene st Parls
during 'the present momth. It Is o
source of much gratification to thia
governument to esee the friendly resort
of arbitration applied 4o the settlenent
©of this controversy, not alone because
of the earnest pamt we bave had in
bringing about the result but alsc be-
causg the two members mamed on be-
half of Venezuels, Mr. Chief Justica
Fuller and Mr. Justice Brewer, chosen
from our highest courl, appropriately
testifled the continuing Interest wa feel
in the definite adjustment of ‘the ques-
tlan acconding to ithe strictest rules of
justice. The Britlsh members, Lord
Herschel and 8ir Richard ‘Collinsg, are
Jurists of mo less exalted repirte, while
the fifth member and president of the
tribunal, M. F. Demartens, has eamned
a world-wide reputatlon as an awrthar-
ity upon interpational law,

The ctaim of Fellpe Scandella against
Venezuela for arbltrary expulsion and
Injury to his busines has been adjusted
b;’jsntihe revocation of the order of ex-
i on and by the payment
of $16.000. ¥ of the sum

Ih :‘ 'Et)lSMRif;rCOMMERCE'

ave ithe satisfaction of beil
to state that the bureau of lthenir&l::f
ican republics created tn 1890 as the or-
gah for promoting commercial intp-
courge and fraternal relathons among
the countries of the Wewtern Henmvg.



