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these powers will confront one another
for no friendly purpose, unless the pres-
ent politieal methods are radleally
changed. As long as there are inferlor
races to conguer and exterminate,
triple alliances, "goncerts”” and balance
of power may serve to avert a general
war; but when Africa and Asla shail
have been partitioned out between
them, the present expedients will be
found to be inadequate.Already now the
powers regard one another with jealpusy
that may any moment turn inte open
hoasatilities. And, no doubt, as the
eritical period approaches, further con.
snijdation of races will take place.
Russia will absorb the Stavs and kind-
red people in southeastern Europe, still
geparated from her rule, if not from
her influence. Germany will find al-
lfes im Austria, and the Latin nations
fjn EBEurope will gravitate towards
France. The natural result of this witl
be a closer union between Great Brit-
ain and the United States—a consolida-
tion of the Anglo-Saxon race. With
the trend of events of the world it is
{impossible to see how this consumma-
tion can ba avolded, Only in a very
limited rense do nations and the rulera
of nations shape thelr own fate. In
the hands of a higher Power thelr des-
tiny ultimately rests.

Such a consolidation would e a
guarantee of peace for a long time to
come, - Great Britain’s best Interests
are in universal peace. Her people de
aires friendly relations with all the
civilized powers. because hostiiltiea
would hamper her cOmmerce (0 a
considerable degree.
standing this, any of the other powera
should feel dispozed to attack her, any
one of them, .or all combined, would
hesitate to do so. with the certainty
before them that a shot at the Union
Jack weuld be an attack on the Stara
and Stripes as well. The lesson taught
the world at Manila and Santiango will
not soon be forgotten.

Spch a consolldation would even in
times of peace be of tremendous In.
fuence upon the world. Great Brit-
ain has passed through far reach.
ing polltical ehanges, Her peo-
ple are imbued with purely
democratic  tendencies; the opinion
of the masses is no longer disregarded,
and a strong alllance with the United
States would further strengthen this
tendency. From Great Britain the dem-
ocratie institutions of America  would
find thelr way over continental Europe,
there tograpple with the monster of mil-
{tarism under the embrace of which the
pations groan. So far from dreading,
then, a closer understanding between
the two world powers$ into which the
Anglo-Saxon race at present js divid-
ed, it would properly be looked upon as
the preliminary step to the happy time
when people shall learn to go to war
no more. 'To strive to widen the breach
between the two i3 to try to put assun-
der that which God almighty evidently
has jolned together.

—

HOBBON'S FXPLOIT,

Tt will be gratifying to the people of
the Dnited States to learn that Lieu-
tenant Hobson and the brave heroes
gvho voluntarily followed him on the

Merrimae have been exchanged and
consequently are now at liberty.

The history of their deed of herolsm
is now before the world. As soon as
it became known that the Spanish ad-
miral, Cervera, had entered BSantlago
harbar, it was supposed that he would
endeavor to escape during the cover of
night whenever he had enough coal to
undertake another voyage. To enter the
tortuous channel and open fire upon the
Spanlish vessels there was to take great
risks, owing to the mines sunk and to
the shore defenses. ‘To Admliral Samp-
gon It therefore occurred that the clos-
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ing of the harbor by some obstruction
would be most deslrable, as by that
means the blockade could be malin-
tained, notwithstanding fogs and dark
nights. Then Lieutenznt Hobson pre-
sented a plan for the sinking of the
Merrimac In the channel-—a ptan that
was accepted and carried out In 211 Its
details.

It was a remarkable expedition. It
meant almost certain death to the seven
heroes who engaged in it. It demon-
strated that our country has the men
needed for any emergency. Hobson Is
a typleal American. There were hun-
dreds in the fleet eager to follow him,
and there are thousands throughout the
country who would readily respond to
a call for a milssion of that kind. It
wag, moreover, a mission to save life,
by effectually preventing the Spaniards
under Admiral Cervera from taking
any further part In the war. Its Im-
portance for the liberation of Cuba can
hardly be overestimated. As soon as the
Spanish squadron had a reasonable
chance of evading the blockaders, our
commanders were necessarily without
a definite pian of ecampajgn, There was
always a menace to our coast cities and
the possibility of sending Spanish
troops agalnst Admiral Dewey. The
sinking of the Merrimae at the right
spot made a material ehange In the en-
tire sltuation. True, it was afterwards
proved that the obstructlon was not
complete. Cervera could still take his
ships out, but the plan as lald and the
heroism of the men who executed it, are
none the less noble. Hail to the heroes
who volunteered to dle in order to
hasten the end of the struggte for llber-
ty and humanity!

A DESBIRABLE PLACE.

A friend hands In a eclipping showing
that Berlin s the qujetest eity. No
railway engineas are allowed to blow

thelr whisties within the clty limlits;
huckstera cannot cry thelr wares; whis-
tilng and calllng and singing on the
streets are not counteranced; a driver
with a l00%e and rattling vehlele 1s
subject to a flne, and plano playing Is
regulated by the police. Before a cer-
tain hour In the morning and after a
certain hour at nlght. musiclane are not
allowed to play the plano, and even
during the hours when playlng is al-
lowed mere nolsy banging can be
stopped by an obsServant policeman.
The eourts have a large discretion as
to fines for noise-making.

Those who are inclined to feel a little
sore because of Germany's propensity
to meddle in.the affairs of the United
States should experience at least a 1it-
tte mollification in the foregolng. The
nation itself may not feei so friendly to
us as it might, but we should seek
to the last to eultlvate the warm-
est friendship of the German cap-
ttat and In the course of events en-
deavor to emulate inetead of envy it as
we do now,

———

WHERE SYMPATIHY I8

DCE.

The gallant American journalists who
tearfully contemplate the '‘sufferings”
of the queen regent of Spain on acount
of the calamities that have befallen
her adopted country, seem to forget all
about the other Spanish women, whose
sons, brothers or husbands have been
driven as cattle to a slaughter-house
in order to fight, not for themselves or
thelr homes, but for the maintenance
of the Inheritance of her precious boy.
Yet there are thousands of them now
mourning their loved ones, and, in ad-
dition, suffering the pangs of hunger.

It may be pititul enough to see the
queen regent driving through the
streets of Madrid without a single
greeting from the Bpanish peopls, but
it Is not forgotten that this “Austrian

woman'"—as the Spanlards call hep—
for years endured the torture and mur-
der of her Cuban subjects, women and
children Ineluded, without exereising
the power vested in her for the benefit
of sufferers. In fact she seemed to be
insensible to anything but the possi-
billty of losing an island. Would Queen
Victoria have acted that way?

The Spanlish gueen and her boy are
all right. The fate of Marie Antolnette
does not stare her [n the face., Her
relatives will see to that. Scon she may
be numbered among the royalty in exile,
living only in the memoriea of the past,
but she is wealthy, She has enough to
provide abundantly for her children, to
whom, besides, the world is open for
any useful career in whigh they may
choose to engage. The Spanlah people,
the victims of worthless rulers, who -
have sought royal favors in preference
to the best Interest of the nation, are
proper subjects of gsympathy, Yet,
Spain may once more rise out of the
ruln tlke a Phoenix, to commence a
new life, a better career than that of the
past.

AN AWFUL SCENE.

The word picture conveyed in the
telegraphic cdlspatches regarding the
exodus of non-combatants from Santi-

ago ls a very painful one to think of;
what must it be to witness? (©ld men
and women, yvyoung boys and girls, on
foot and wading through the all-
prevalent mud of the tralls, hungry
and dejected and with a haunted exprea-
sion upon thelr countenances, that they
may escape the thraliom of life in that
wretched place, i8 a spectacle which
does not fit Into this enlizhtened age.
It is =sadly reminiscent of earller days
when the circumstances and oppor-
tunities of mankind had kept mind,
heart and soul in narrow and unholy
grooves, and is one more of the multi-
tudlnous object lessons of the curse of
8panish sway in any land where it !s
atained.
it is not a justification to say that
those people who escape from the city
are not forcibly ejected. In a physai-
cal sense perhaps they are not, but
the pressure upon them is no less severe
than if they emerged at the point of the
bayonet. They are nearly starved, an
indlectment against the ruling power
which would doubtiess meet with the
response that the defenders of the
ptace and thelr commanders were also
nearly starved, If so, It is but adding
infamy to infamy. There ls abundance
abroad, and enough for present pur-
poses right at their doors. The Amerl-
ans will soon be in possession of SBan-
tiago and the Immedlate rigors of the
gltuation willi terminate then. Why
not now? Why put off the inevitable
at the price of continued want, misery
and death itself? Because of a mur-
derous, fatuous sentiment the agony
|s belng prolonged in the face of the
protests of the worid and in the very
presence of the writing on the wall,
which even the ignorant Spaniard can
read. If there were even a remote
hope that the jnvesting enemy might yet
be beaten back and communication
opened so that the place could be re-
victualed, it would still be a desperate
an inhuman thing to cling to It
under the elrcumstances — merely
ching out to a phantasm while sur-
rounded constantly by an actuality in
the shape of the demon want. But
there is no such hope. The town must
fall. The American fiag must as
gurely wave over the battlements and
buildings of Santlago as that the
"hombs bursting in alr’" again reach
the ears of the people.
A late dispatch announces In sub-
stance that the Spanish commandep



