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bobill work to hold meetings on any
other dayay but we have been quite suc-
cessful1 at some places during the week

in getting the statistical report otof this
islaislandna I1 find 53 elders 14 priests 21

teachers I1188 deacons a total of priest-
hood layjay membersmembeis male fe-

male children under 8 years
total baptism otof new members in

adults male 20 female 21 chi-
ldrendren 7 children blessed 27 excom-
municationmuni cation male 2 female 1iI deaths
adults male 14 female 14 children 2

birthsballs male 113 female 6 rebaptism 5
ainzesince arriving on this asandis and inin oc-

tober last there have been 33 bap-
tized and 188 children blessed we have
also ordained 8 to the priesthood and
reorganizedorganizedteft two branches

Wwe have had our faith strengthened
many times by seeing the sick made

hole through their faith and our ad-
ministering to them As we like the
apostles of old have received the au-
thority for which we are very thankful

we have much cause to rejoice in our
tabors being well cared for the people
beingbeine pleased to have us call on them
and explain ti e message which we bear
and teach them concerning the glorious
tenths otof the gospel of life

wee meet with very little opposition
we feel to thank god torfor choosing us as
ambassadorsassadors to labor among this peo
apterte and warn them olof the judgments

thatmatsarf are abouta to overwhelm the wwicked
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conference IN TEXAS

ell our conference convened february
lath and ended february irth 1897

buds mayshays county texas was our
alace of meeting

elder A C dalleydailey president of the
conference
I1 presided during the
eft ersi mettingmeeting the elders spoke in a

I1 on the various principles
Smintedncited mannerPodtheci the gospelgopel some remarkableremar kaule test
monies respecting traveling without

or scrip were borne how that oyby
tastingjg and prayer and strict obedience
altheof the elders to the rules of the mission

4 to generalI1 instructions the lord
badad aopenedne up the way before them

noiminotwithstandingstanding the fact that in the
attle town where we held conferencee
there were no saints the elders were
kindly enteriaentertainedined

at the close of conference espres
tion of regret were manifested by many
and eyes were moistened by a falling
tear one good lady said 1 I cannot for

the hie of me see how a Lhchristianristian could
refuse to entertain mormon elders
sheithe said if she could have providedprovided
room she would willingly have carecaredd
forfoe all similar expressions 0off
hospitality were made by many other 0off
ourair friends the husband of the lady
mentioned is a blacksmith and indeed
itft is a peculiar feature that blacksmiths
andSad carpenters rarely ever refuse to en-
tertain our elders

several otof the saints came twenty
miles by train to attend our conference
ondad she hastened home to prepare for a
series of meetings to be held in this
placetam when our mission dew
elder andrew kimball accompanied by
jenders dalley and miner who visited
theafie catcitaV of san antonio enroute called
in to visit the saints here who could not

conference
AAA C dalley who has been

ym ident of the Cconferenceonference eighteen

months was honorably released from
that position and was accorded a vote of
thanks and expression of the kindest
appreciation of his brethren he and
elder miner who has been here a little
over two years were called to act as
general meteoric elders with the pleas-
ant labor before them of visiting all the
elders and saints of this conference and
the elders of the other conferences in
the mission before returning home

elder hyram andrew was callettocalled to
succeed elder dalley as president of
this conference

buda is a pretty little town of about
two hundred inhabitants situated on
the line of the 1I G N R R about
fifteen miles south of austin the capital
of the great lone star state is also a
supply point for a large farming district
in a beautiful agricultural country the
christian church was kindly accorded
us hoortor our conference soon after
elder kimballsKimballs arrival all the elders
excepting elders hansen and white
came in they it is presumed had rotnot
received knowledge otof our meeting in
time the older elders are well up in
the line of their duty some have arriv-
ed since we were visited by our former
president elder elias S kimball of the
southern states of which mission we
were aparta part until januaryjanuar 1897 when
we were turned over to tilethe 1I T mission
all met their new president with a kind
greeting and acceacceptedted his counsel and
instructinstructionsons with tethe same kindly spirit
in which they were given

in connection with the various inter-
esting public meetings all th time that
we could get between and after public
services weiswas utilized to good advan-
tage in council meetings

our public meetings increasedincreased in at-
tendance with each session the singing
of course being a veyvery interesting
feature at our last session closed the
building with a seating capaciocapacity otof
about was well filled some ortheof the
congregation came iromfrom sevenseven miles
around and judging from the iincreased
interest no doudt of the conference hadbad
continued longer many more who are
capious to hear mormon doctrine and be
entertained by good singing as well as
preaching would have been in attend-
ance among the dail of
our meetings was a representative of the
hays county times who requested
elder kimball to furnish him a synopsis
of the entire conference which he offer-
ed to gladly publish

elder A C dalley our conference
president whom we are both to lose as
such and elder M 0 miner who now
leaves us taking up their labors in a new
sphere give us an example of never
failing faith and dependence in good
they canvassed the great capital city of
this state austin with nearly in-
habitants giving all an opportunity of
receiving or rejecting the gospel mes-
sage and that too witbiti out purse or
scrip during which time they were re-
fused entertainment only fifteen times
and laid out afewa few times taking lodging
with uncle sam their fasting was
principally of their own vo torfor the
purpose otof prevailing with the lord
they not even carried postage stamps
with which to write and attend the
clerical labors of the conference at
one time elder dalley had in the post
office a roll of papers to be distributed
among his elders there being three
cents due it could not liefoe procured with-
outouttiethe given amount alter fasting

and prayer and while walking down the
street they were accosted by a colored
man who was in business and who said
hea you fellows I1 was gwin to do

something for you torfor some time now
that you have proved yourselves withith
that expression he handed out three
one cent pieces

there is not room here for it would
take a volume to write down fv e numer-
ous experiences of our elders where irr
the lord has opened up the way for
them to getjust what they needed

elders chidester and hansen report-
ed having been the means in the handsbands
of the lord of converting a large
neighborhood ofof people but being
troubled as to why they did notcomecomet
into the church commenced a series of
fasting and prayer sunday being SL

regular fast day with them and not
seeming to be a sufficient sacrifice to
give them the necessary strength they
adopted tuesday as an additional fasefast
resulting in the ice being broken and
several baptisms thursday was set
apart as another fast day with similar
results demonstrating to these young
elders that sacrifice brings forth the
blblessings of heaven

besides the kind of entertainment of
the people with whom elders oversonoversea
and staid toneymoney was given
them on several occasionsoccasions to deftmeet their
requirements lately elder coulam
while traveling with his new companion
elder harris was invited into a store
and given new shoes hat collcollararandand
tie and eldereder miner received a whole

I1 suit on one occasion elders smith and
nelson while traveling together havohave
been unusually successful in obtaining
churches of various denominations in
which to preach last but not least oiof
all elder kimball comes to tell us that
fforor the first time in twelve years experi-
ence directly or otherwise as a mis-
sionarysionary since the new method he has
had money given him and the way
opened up marvelously for the consumeconsuma
tion of his responsible duties while trav-
eling through the mission

the elders are assigned to labor iskin
their respective fields as follows elder
hyrum andrus and elder samuel ruIL
wilcox in hays and guadalupe county
with sam marcas hays county as thewtheir
address elders david P overson and
lensjens hansen in baltrobaltropbastropp county with
bastropbaltropBastrop bastropbaltrop county as their ad
dress elders david idesterchidesterCb and
orson P nelson in caldwell councounty
with lockhartLock bart caldwell county as their
address elders fred smith and john
white in travis county with austin
travis county as their address elders
joseph coulam and albert harris in
ganzales county with ganzales county
as their address

SAMUEL R WILCOX

A LETTER FROM NORWAY

NORWAY
february 1910 1897

As your readers have previously beebeefs
informed from the pen ofatourour worthy
president P Andandersenersco of the work beinbeing
done in this the now land of milmid
day darene s perhaps a few items
upon a different topic may prove ofinof in
terest

owing to the lengthy winter of nor
way her people have a better chance of
participating in the sports of that beasom
than any other country here in the
southern hartwepart we have had sleighia


