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fine llpen, with the Iinsignia of
puwer, civil or worldly, upon his brow;
the only power which he bad was
such &8 God A lmighty conferred upon
him, and he called on men te repent,
for the Kingdom of heaven was at
hand, Butas in former days eso in
the Iatter. The people did pot want
John the Baptist and his teacliings;
they spurned bim becaure of his
humility and refused to hear him be-
cause he came from the humbler mass-
e5. And in these latter days the
world said: *“We do nst want Joeeph
8mith and his teachings,”?’ because he
came from the humblest ranks of the
people. The Latter-day Baints were,
however, proud of the fact that he
came from the yeomanry eof the New
England Btates, for the noblest souls
and the beat hlood of- this
continent came from the old
Paritan stock. Andsuch was he; His
parentage went back tothe Puritun
fathers. Bo the world rejectea him—
the corner-stone—because it did not
appeal to them as they desired. The
greatest truth had the humbleat
origin; ilhe greatest truth always
aprang from the humblest sources,
The world rejected dMormonism be-
cause it had, comparatively speaking,
8o few adberents. It seemed to him
thal the logic of histery would eay
we should rather accept it because it
was unpopular. Because of the exist-
ence of evil, he belleved that truth

could npever reign pupreme ex-
cept by contest and controversy.
Did they not appreciate truth
the more when they had to

atruggle for it? 1f it were popular to
serve God and easy to carry out the
teachings which He gave us, there
would be no credit for men in faith-
fully serving Hlm. There was no
credit in 8 man being bonest if there
were no temptations aroand him; the
credit lay in hls resistance of tempta-
tion or evil when the opportunities to
do wrong were multiplied. So with
the principles which God had given
for ihe salvation of the world; being
unpopular, they became more preclous
because of their unpopularity. If we
couldride oun the wave of popularity
into the Kingdom of God we would
bou unfit for the glory and purity which
existed there.” Purification could only
come by our pasaing through the flery
furnace,

The world was full of idolatry today,
though wo =ald that it died with the
medieval ages, Men might npot
now bow down to graven images
or worship the sun, moon or stars, but
they bowed down to their weaith,
to social distinetion, to splendor and
power; to the riches of the worla and
society, They were idolators at the
throne of Babylou, and worshiped the
idoia of the world as did those men, in
ages that were gone, the idols made by
their own hands. Idolatry was popu-
lar in the world today. It waspopuiar
to follow some falth, to seek distinction
in the eyes of the world, regardless of
the means employed to reach some ele-
vated position. But the word of God
came and struck at the base of theidoia-
trous system. The axe was Jaid at the
rvot of the tree—the tree which had
beon planted in a Christian land and
watered by the idolatrous teachings
which had been given from the pulpita
for so many years—this tree which bad
horne so much pernicious fruit, which

{beat friend was
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had prostituted the best minds of the
world and made infldels out of thou-
zande of the human family—this tree
which had inconsistency written upon
ita every bough an ieaf. The
axe of truth, the axe of revelation, was
laid at the root of this tree of idolatry
and false teaching, and the work of
destruction would go on until the tree
should be *hewn down and cast into
the fire.”?

Where would they find today a
Church which corresponded as theirs
did to the pattern which Jesus Christ
inid down? Where was the house
that was built as this one waa, accord-
ing to the plans of the Divine Archi-
tect? '[n modern Christendom the
foundation was forgotten, and the su-
perstructure showed that it hhad been
founded by map’s wisdom instead of
by Divine guidance. To the Latter-
day Baints he would say, ‘‘Let us build

aright, let us build our founda-
tion properly, putting it upon
the oorner-alone of the four

principles of the Gospel; bulld the
foundation upon revelatlon and ae-
cotding to the teachings of Jesus
Christ in the meridian of time.”” Lat-
ter-day Saints should never lore the
opportunity of bearing their testimony
to the divinity of the work which God
had revealed through the Prophet
Joseph Smith. Let not the world
blame them if they were iconoclaste, if
their syatem did go ngainst the pre-
conceived systems of tho world and the
traditions hugged so blindly hy the
people for so many centuries. The
not the ongy who
praised them miost, not the one who
way always flattering them; but the
truest friend was he who saw the error
and tried to lead the erring into the
right and proper way.

God was sustalning this work; He
would continue to support it; and the
duty of the Latter-day Saints was to
help 1t by their falth, prayers
and work, supporting those whom
God bad placed at the head of His
Church. Though they could not all be
leaders in the Cliurch of Christ, yet
there was symeibing for each of them
to do. He himself would rather suffer
death ten thousand times than have
the fire of the Gospel go out within
hls breast. God’e work was the -para-
mount labor of his Jife; they should
sporifice everything for its mainten-
ance; and he felt conflient that if
they went forward o this apirit God
would bring them to victory. The
baven would open uunto them, nand
they would receive the reward which
He had promised to all His faithiul
chlildren.

ELDER F. BTAUFFER,

who has recently returned from a
mlesion to Asla Minor, was next called
upon to apeak. He sald he fully rea-
lized the responsibility of standing
before so large a congregation of Liat-
ter-day Baints and atlempting to ad-
dress them. However, he recognized
the fact that whenever an KElder of
Esrael was required to bear his festi-
mony to the principles of the Gospel,
it wae his duty to respond, by the belp
of God.

The speaker began the history of
his mistionary experlencea by stating
that he left thie city In the spring of
1889 iu company with Elder8immons,
and on their way through the United

States visited various places of impor-jamong

‘for Conatantinople,

tance. After staying a few days in
New York they aalled for Eu-
rope, reaching Liverpool on May

22nd. They shortly afterwards started
vislling London,
Parie, and other citles of note on the
way, and gaining much informatiecn.
Elder 8mart had joined them at Liv-
erpool and accompanied them to Con-
st.antlnoﬂle, which was reached on’
June 6th. When they found them-
gelves among a strange people, who.
were In darkness so far as the (loapsl
truth is concerned, they to some ex-
tent realized the responslbility of their
position.

There were various clasees in the
Qrient, and it was therefore hard for
the KElders at first, on meeting with
80 many nationalitiesswhose wayw, cus
toms and belief were so adverse to the
true principles of light, to ecarry on
thelr labors. But through the encour
agement of the Elders who had pre
ceded them in that jand,and by faith
and constant prayer, they were en-
abled to success!ully study the Turk-
ish language, which was almost anl
versally spoken there, )

After sojourning some two and a half
months in Counstantinople, expound-
ing the principlesof the Gospel, it fell
to his lot to go into the interior of Aais
Minor. During the fall and winter of
1889-90 he was engaged in the study of
the Turkish language, and whenever
the opportunity offered hov bore his
testimony to the truths of the Gospel
The people, especially 10 the northern
part of Asia Minor, were anxious te
hear tbe Goapel, and in many places

ulte n crowd would gather to hear
them. They were not at present, how-
ever, permitted to Lold public meel:
ings.

The speaker next referred to hie
work in central Asia Minor, where he
began to travel in the spring of 1890

Though  hundreds  heard, and
greatly desired to hear, the testi-
monies of the Elderas, it gpeemed

that none of the people had the courage
to embrace the Gospel. [ndeed muoh
opposition was met with in pearly
every town and village. Kverywhere
the misslonaries were confronted by
false statements made against the
Prophet Joseph 8mith and bis follow-
era. Adfter three monthe had elapsed
he proceeded into the southern porcion
of Asjia Mlnor, to a piace known as
Alntab, where some baptisms took
place. Desplte opposition from the Pro-
testant and Armenian churches, and
their efforts to bave the **Mormon®
Elders banished from the country,
they succeeded in filve months in es-
tablishing 8 small hranch of the Church
there,

Elder Btauflfer next apoke of hi#
Journey to Constantinopie—where he
landed on May 19th—with the object
of trying to obtain the sanction of the
authorities to the publication of the
Chirch works,as being entirely withoul
such printed matter the labors of the
Elders wers greatly impedey. He
called at Palestine and Syria while en
route for Constantinople, and found
much to interest him. He referred to
the gradual influx of the Jews o
Palestiine, and said that about 40,000
were now located in Jerusalem alone.
[t was very interesting and encourag-

ing to mark the progress of the
Jews in tbat land. Hia experlence
that race, however, con-



