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fine linen with the insignia of
power civil or worldly upon hishie brow
the only power which hebe had was
such as god A almighty conferred upon
him and he called on men to repent
for the kingdom of heaven was at
hand but as in former days soBO in
the latter the people did not want
john the baptistB otist and his teachings
they spurned him because of his
humility and refused to hearbear him be-
cause he came from the humbler mass-
es and in thesetheme latter days the
world saideald we do net want joseph
smith and hisbis teachteachingsinge pa because he
came from the humblest ranks of the
people the latter day saints were
however proud of the fact that hebe
came from the yeoyeomanrymaury ofef the new
england states for the noblest souls
and the bestbeat blood of this
continent came from the old
puritan stock and ouch was he his
parentage went back to the puritan
fathers sogo the world rejectedrejecteu him
the cornerstonecorner stone because it did not
appeal to them as they desired the
greatest truth had the humblest
origin the greatest truth always
sprang from the humblest sources
therhe world rejected mormonismmormon ism be-
cause it had comcomparativelypa nativelyratively speaking
soeo few adherents it seemed to him
that the logic of history would sayany
we should rather accept it because it
was unpopular because of the exist-
ence of evil he believed that truth
could never reign supreme ex-
cept by contest and controversy
did they not appreciate truth
the more when they hadbad to
struggle for it if it were popular to
serve godbod and easy to carry out the
teachings which he gave ua there
would be no credit for men in faith-
fully serving him there was no
credit in a man being honest if there
were no temptations around him the
credit lay in his resistance of tempta-
tion or evil when the opportunities to
do wrong were multiplied so with
the principles which god had given
for the salvation of the world betbeingng
unpopular they became more precious
because of their unpopularity if we
could ride on the wave of popularity
into the kingdom of god we would
be unfit for the glory sodand purity which
existed there purification could only
come by our pawingpassing through the fleryfiery
furnace

the world was full of idolatry today
though we said that it died with the
med leeval ages men might not
now bow down to graven images
or worship the sun moon or stars hutbut
they bowed down to their wealth
to social distinction to splendor and
power to the riches of the world and
society they were idolatersidolIdolaaterstors at the
throne of babylon and worshiped the
MONidol of the world as did those men in
ages that were gone the idols made by
their own hands idolatry was popu-
lar in the world today it was popular
to follow some faith to seek distinction
in the eyes otof the world regardless of
the means employed to reach some ele-
vated position but the word of god
came and struck at the base of the idola-
trous system the axe was laid at the
root of the tree the tree which had
been planted in a christian sodland and
watered by the idolatrous teachings
which hadbad been given from the pulpits
for so many years this tree which hadbad
borne soeo much pernicious fruit which

hadbad prostitutedprostitutes the beat minds of the
world and made infidels out of thou-
sands of the human family this tree
which had inconsistency written upon
its every bough and leaf the
axe of truth the axe of revelation was
laid at the root of this tree of idolatry
and false teaching and the work of
destruction would go on until the tree
should be hewn down and cast into
the fire J

where would they find today a
church which corresponded as theirs
did to the pattern which jesus christ
laid down where was the house
that was built as this one was accord-
ing to the plans of the divine archit-
ect jnin modern christendom the
foundation was forgotten and the su-
perstructureperstructure showed that it had been
founded by mans wisdom instead of
by divine guidance to the latter
day saints hebe would say let us build
aright let us build our founda-
tion properly putting it upon
the cornerstonecorner stone of the four
principles of the gospel build the
foundation upon revelation and ac-
cording to the teseteachingsbings of jesus
christ in the meridian of time lat
ter day saints should never lose the
opportunity of bearing their testimony
to the divinity of the work which god
had revealed through the prophet
joseph smith let not the world
blame them if they were iconoclasts if
their system did go against the pre-
conceived systems of the world and the
traditions hugged so blindly by the
people for so many centuries the
bestbeat friend was not the oabon who
praised them most not the one who
was always flattering them but the
truest friend was he who saw the error
sodand tried to lead the erring into the
right and proper way

god was sustaining this work he
would continue to support it and the
duty of the latter day saints was to
help it by their faith prayers
and work supporting those whom
god hadbad placed at the head of his
church though they could not all be
leaders in the church of christ yet
there waxwas something for each of them
to do he himself would rather suffer
death tonten thousand times than have
the fire of the gospel go out within
his breast gods work was the parapara-
mount labor of his life they should
sacrifice everything for its mainten-
ance and hebe felt confident that if
they went forward in this spirit god
would bring them to victory the
haven would open auto them and
they would receive the reward which
he bad promised to all his faithful
children

ELDER VF STAUFFER
who has recently returned from a
mission to nolaala minor was next called
upon to speak he said he fully rea-
lized the responsibility of standing
before so large a congregation of lat
ter day saints and attempting to ad-
dress them however he recognized
the fact that whenever an elder of
israel was required to bear his testi-
mony to the principles of the gospel
it was his duty to respond by the help
of god

the speaker began the history of
hisbis missionarynary experiences by stating
that he left this city in the spring of
1889 in comacompanyany with elder simmons
and on their way through the united
states visited various places of imbor

tance after staying a few days in
nownew york they mailed for ettee
rope reaching liverpool on

they shortly afterwards starter
for constantinople visiting Lonlondondoniparis and other cities of note on UX
way and gaining much information
elder stuartsmart had joined them at live-
rpool and accompanied them to con-
stantinoplestantin ople which was reached ott
june fth when they found theosthen
selves among a strange people ahw
were in darkness soBO far as the gospel
truth is concerned they to some exWr
tent realized the responsibility of th
position r

there were various classes in twlift
orient rodand it was therefore hard fofat
the elders at first on meeting wlwibb
soeo many national ways ow
tomstome and belief were so adverse to the
true principles ot light to carry ovOB

their labors butbat through the enczur
argement of the elders who had pre-
ceded them in that land and by faith
and constant prayer they were en
abbed to successfully study the turk f
ish language which waswall almost uni-
versallyversally spoken there t-

after sojourningsojo some two indand a havihab
months in constantinople expound
ing the principlesof the gospel it falt
to hisbis lot to go into the interior of ascioladf
minor during the fall and winter i
1889 90 he was engaged in the studstudy
the turkish language and when
the opportunity offered he bore fi
testimony to the truths of ththeB goes00the people especially in the northdortht
part otof asia minor were anxious
bear the gospel and in many plaawl
quite a crowd would gather to h
them they were not at present hhoi
ever permitted to bold public m
ings

the speaker next referred to
work in central asia minor where 10ly
began to travel in the spring of

v

though hundreds heard SEK
greatly desired to hearbear the teda
monies of the elders it fterbit
that none of the people had the courand
to embrace the gospel indeed mues
opposition was met with in geaw
every town and village every whew
the missionaries were confronted VJbv
false statements made against teft
prophet joseph smith and his follow
ersere after three months hadbad els
he proceeded into the southern
of asia minor to a place known aw

Alti tab where some baptisms tooktoo
place despite opposition from the PPC

and armenian churchurchesches aaaith i

their efforts to have the mormon
elderselden banished from the counte
they succeeded in five months inowin vftabcablishlishinging a small branch of thechuchurch
there rqn

elder stauffer next spoke of
journey to constantinopleConstantinopie whereherew
landed on may with the
of trying to obtain the sanction of i

authorities to the publication of I1tw
churchwork sas being enentirely
such printed matter the labors of tinkA
elders were greatly impeded H
called at palestine and syria whileahil 1

route for constantinople and
much to interest him he referred tilt
the gradual influx of the jews tb
palestine and said that about 40
were now located in jerusalem ato
it was very interesting and enciu
ing to mark the progress cof
jews in that land his elpeexpert
among that race however 00


