joecular, frank, openhearted manner
all his former ideas of the solemn
gravity and venerable appearance
of a Prophet vauished like smoke,
but justead of being dissppointed
he was intensely delighted. He
had no difficulty in feeliug at howe
in the presence of a live prophet,
as he discovered, when he conversed
with him for the first time,two days,
after his arrival.

He was baptized in the Migsis-
sippi River on 2nd of August, 1841,
by whum he did not recollect, and
confirmed on the river hank by
Elder Joseph Cole. On April 10th,
1842, he was ordained an Elder by
Willard Richards.

Boon after becomiug an Elier he
was called to gn un a preaching
mission through the States of Llli-
uois, New York und Conuecticut,
and atarted accordingly without
purse or serip. He puassed through
many hardships and vicissitudes,
but on the whole greatly cujoyed
his lahors. lo &t course of his
travels he reached Chicago, and
waa seized with an ardent desire
to visit his father’s house, but was
totally witbhout mieans. He prayed
hard for the Lord te open up his
way, and ptarted one morning
bright aud early to perform the jour-
ney ou fout, going around the edge
of Lake Michigan. On the way
he - met a geutleman, who
asked him where he wag going.
On being informed, the stranger re-
marked that it was too Joog a
Jourmey to go on fuot and Tuvited
him to take passage with him,
whieh he did, going by boat to
Oswego, o

Brother Atwood had heard of
some mem' ers of the Church being

iu the latter town so he made Jili- |

gent inguiry in the hope of discover-
ing them and was sent by differeut
peeple frum one place fv another,
each time to find that he bhad been
hoaxed. Being directed to a par-
ticular house e called to inquire,
and finding nobody at home, and
being tired as well as ravenously
huugry he sat dowuon a hitehing
rail to rest. Presently he saw a
man approaching driving a span of
horses.  Brother Atwood asked
him if he was the wan he was Jook-
ing for, when he yelled, “No, but
I’'m the Devil.”” Discovering
Elier Atwood’s calling he abused
and threatened him ghamefully,
ordering him to get of the hitehing
rail, or he would knock him off, at
the smine time shaking his fiat at

him. Brother Atwood millly
told him he was tired and
wanted to rest and would not
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get off’ till he was ready, Buddenly
the onn’s manner changed to one
of the snftest gentleness. He took
the Elder into the house, enter-
tained him hespltably and procured
the achoolhoure for him to preach in,
a large congregation being present,
includiog this erratic man, whose
uame was Le Roy Burt. - Before
Brother Atwood left he hegged his
pardon ecores of times for hia rude-
nesg, and fully made amends for his
rough conduct.

During the same mission Elder
Atwood and a missionary companion
applied for entertainment at the
house of a Baptist preacher, who
was very bitter against the Baints,
He said he wouid take them in not
a8 servanta of the Lord, but as ““vag-
abondsof the esrth.”” They atayea
overnight and in the mornoing
Brother Atwood said, as they were
leaving, ‘‘Inasmuch as you have
entertained us as servants of the
Lord you shall have the reward ef
a servant of God.>? The old Baptist
shouted savagely that he had enter-
tained them as “‘vagabonds.” Then
you shall have a vagabond?’s reward
replied Brother Atwood, and de-
parted.

Brother Atwood arrived at his
father’s house July 18th, 1844, and
soon afterwards went to New Yok,
where he he:rd for the first time of
the martyrdom of the Prophet
Joseph and the Patriarch Hyruwm
Bmith. He continued preaching
uutil March 17th, 1845, wheu in re-
sponse to a call upon all the Elders
inthe mission filed, he returned to
Nauvoo, reaching there April 7th.
Three days after his arrival he re-
ceived his patriarchal blessing uuder
the bands of Patriarch Father John
Bmith, and about the same time
was ordained a Beventy and set
apart & member of the Tenth
Quorum.

On the 156th of April, 184h, he
commenced working on the Temple,
continulng until August 15th, when
he began iaboring on the Nauvoo
House, remaining at this occupation
until, with his fellow-workmen,
be was driven off by the mob,
From hardships and exposure he
wag laid up with the ague, and was
very ill. But before he had entire-
1y regained hisstrength he went to
wurk buiiding wagons to enable the
Baints to move West, as the people
were constantly harrasszed and mal-
treated by mereiless mohs.

Having been peremptorily or-
dered to leave he and others crossed
the Mississippi February 6, 1846,
remuining In encampment until
Mateh 1st, when they atarted
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through rair, mud and ecold
wenther, for the Missouri River,
enduring untold hardships and dis-
tress.

In February, 1847, Brother At-
wood responded to a call to go te
Piggah for Charles C. Rich, this
being the hardest and most difficult
trip he had ever undertaken.

Or his return from 1’isgah he was
appointed one of the Pioneers to -go
into the Gireat West and explore to
find & resting place and home fors
the Baints. With the other mem-
bers of the advauce guard of those
who opened up this vast region to
civilization, e left Winter Quarters
A pril 8th, 1847, and traveled 1031
miles westward, passing through
the many trving scenes fncidental to
that marvelous journey.

One day, while passing through a
stretch of hostile Indian country,
President Young told the brethren
to keep cloes to camp and not scatter
out. Feed being scanty, however,
the horses kept going out - consid-
erable distance, a uumber of the
brethren accompanying them as
guards. All at once a host of Indi-
ans swopt down upon them like a
whirlwind, greatly frightening the
horses and causing much excite-
ment in camp. Brother At-
wood held a lariat in  his
hand, the other ond being attached
to'a horse, which ran at a pretty
high rate of speed, but he kept his
hold and shiouted “Whoal>® Agsthe
teast slackened his pace an Indian
would give it a whack and off it
would go, until Brother Atwood’s
position was getting desperate, as
he was flying over the sagehrush at
a tremendous rate. He relaxed bhis
grip and went head over heels,
coming off without further injury
than baving the skin stripped al-
most entirely from his face. The
Indians got away with quite a
number of the horses, but nobody
was killed in the, raid.

Brother Atwood was one of that
noble band w he arrived in Balt Liake
Valley on the 24th of July, 1847.
By call, in August of the same year,
he started back to Winter Quarters,
and arrived there om Nov. 30th.
On the 16th of Jan., 1848 he went
to Nauvoo, and gathered up
a quantity of goods and conveyed
the load to Winter Quarters, which
he reached in March He waa
there introduced hy President Brig-
ham Young to Miss Relief Cram,
whom he married April 20th, 1848.
On the 19th of May he again started
for Utah and teached here SBeptem-
ber 18th, in President Young’s enm-

pany.



