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been a member of the bar for twenty-
two years and has made a fortune of
something more than half a million
dollars. "He has wonderful executive
ability and has made his money as coun-
sel in big corporation cases, He isa
great man on contracts, and his quick-
ness toform a sound judgement on im-
portant matters has caused his advice to
be spught in many of the largest rail-
road transactions of recent years. He
has been president of two railroads and
is still at the head of the Buffalo and
Southwestern, which he organized, for
which he obtained the right of way and
for which he conducted the appraisal by
which the road was leased to the Erle
and its stock brought up to par. He
organized the Buffalo and Geneva road,
now a branch of the Reading system,
procured its charter and was its first

resident. He also organized the New

ork corporation of the Lehigh Valley
railroad. His present connection with
the Reading system would be hard to
discover, gut, without exception, his
railroad management has been remark-
ably successful. He has a faculty for
getting quickly to the bottom of big
matters and is a famous negotiator.
Hence by tactand training he seems to
be a far better man for Postmaster Gen-
eral than niost persons have supposed,
I am told that the Post Office Deparl-
ment was the portfolio he wanted and
that he said to the President he would
like efther that or to be Secretary of the
Interior, though he didn't care much
which.

SOMETIHING ABOUT HI1S HABITS.

Mr. Bissell, with all his grkatness, is a
devotee of the cigaretie He smokes
incessantly, and uses the Russian and
Turkish varietles and with his big head
as a background these liitle cigarettes
grow smaﬁer and smaller till it looks as
though he was sucking the end of a
taper rather than smoking He smokes
while he talks, and he is a good conver-
sationahst. He is simple and unaftected
in his manners and is, I find, very pop-
ular with those who know him well. He
has been a club man for years. He was
president of the Buffalo club, the most
important institution of the kind in
Buffalo, for a longer term than any one
else, and they teiFof seeing him engaged
in a three legged race up there with a
Buffalo bank president. He never was
a member of the fast set, however, and
now that he is married he is so devoted
a husband that he is the subject of much
good-natured jesting.

' A WORD ABOUT MRS. BISSELL.

Mrs. Bissell has been living in Buffalo
for only a few years, but she has made
herself very popular bere and 1 find
that she has many admirers and friends.
She is both pretty and acconiplished and
she promises to be one of the leadiog
socia'f figures of this administration
Let me teil you how she locks. Mrs
Bissell is tall and well rounded. Her
dark brown hair 15 worn combed stralght
back without a crimp or curl.  She has
beautiful teeth and handsome blue eyes.
She has a good tailor, but in dressshe
follows Mrs. Cleveland’s taste for sim
plicity. She carries her head high in
the air and gives one the impression of
strong sell-reliance and great energy,
determination and ambition.

A ROMANTIC MARRIAGE,

There is as much of a romance con-
nected with the Postmaster General s
marriage as with that of President

-

Cleveland. Mrs. Bissell’s maiden name
was Louise Sturgis, and she comes from
an old family which is well known in
different parts of the Union. One
branch of it lives at Mansfield, Ohio,
and one of Mrs. Bissell’s relatives there
has a big brick house in the most fashion-
able part of the town. Another branch
moved from Mansfield to New York city,
and Stephen Sturgis is one of the un-
known well to-do men of the metropolis.
He would be called rich outside of New
York. The branch to which Mrs. Bissell
belongs comes irom Geneva, N.Y., and
Mrs. Bissell first came to Buffalo to teach
music in the Buffalo Seminary., She
had early shown a great taste for music
and it was here that she had in part
earned the money which took her to
Germany and France, where her beauti-
ful contralto voice had been trained by
Stockhausen and La Grange. Since the
time she and Mrs. Cleveland had been
schooimates at Welis College she had
planned and worked andstudied with
the idea of becoming a professional
singer. When at last she was fitted to
appear in public as a professional, one
of her first engagements was as a soloist
at a Buffalo orchestra concert. While
in thatcity she was the guest of Mrs.
George Sicard, wile of one of the mem-
bers of the Bissell firm. Mr. Bissell
met her there and it was a case of *‘love
at first sight’’ on both sides, and the
arrows of Cupid drove the Goddess of
Music off the field and Louise Swrgis,
the music teacher, became Mrs. Wilson
5. Bissell, the wife of the rich Buffalo
lawyer and the future Postmaster
General.

THE BISSELL HOME AT BUFFALO.

Mrs. Bissell, of course, gave up her
teaching upon her marriage, but at her
home here she has always had a musical
circle round her, and at the capital she
will form a feature of its musical as well
as of its official society, She has a fine
voice, and she has sung at a number of
entertainments for charity. Her home

here is a fine old-fashioned brick resi-, {

dence of two stories and a mansard
rool. There is a tower in the middle of
the front, and this forms the entrance
onfthe ground floor. Itis situated on
Delaware avenue, surrounded by beauti-
ful grounds, and is the house in which
Jas. N. Matthews, the famous editor of
the Buffalo Express, lived and died.
Postmaster General Bissell boughtit a
couple of vears ago, and he has furn-
ished it in a solid, substantial way which
harmonizes with its big rooms and its
old-fashiuned character.  Since he has
been in it he and Mrs. Bissell have given
many quiet little parties and a number of
musicales, and she has shown herself a
most entertaining and accomplished
hostess.

I am told here, in fact, that Mr. Bissell
would never have been Postmaster
General had It not been for his wife. It
is said that Cleveland offered him a cabi-
net position eight years ago, but he re-
fused it. This was before he had met
his fate. With his marriage his tastes
have whanged, and he will do anything
10 oblige his wife. She hds naturally
great social ambitions, and when Presi-
dent Cleveland gave her the chance to
gratify these in making her busband a
cabinet minister, Mr. Bissell accepted
the place.  Whether this story of Mrs.
Bisself’s persuasive powers is true or
not, it is an_interestlng one, and 1 give
it for what it is worth.

FranNk G. CARPENTER.

A POLITICAL QUESTION.

In response to an loquiry an esstery
paper says the Uniteu Btates Bengt,
collapses at noon on the fourth of
March in avery odd numbereq yag,-
thut when a President la to be ingu’_
gurated the eulgoing Incumbeng
usually calis un extra seeelon in order
that there may be an organization of
that body and thus the incomlng
President’s appointments be ggp.
firmed. A resder of the Npwg
aske: "While this is partly
correct, fa it not mleo partly
wrone?? Toe which we atewer
that it fr almost wholly wrong, such
portion of it as fs right being only
incidentally so,

The United Btates Benate is a ooy,
tinuing budy thut has Enown no djs.
solution ¢r lapee, n8 8 the cmes with
the lower house of Coogrers, eince
wae frst organized. It was so ay.

rapged for wise and sufficleng
ressunf. Eveu when the new
senators, who are chosen evyg:

uther year to the numberof about ong.
third ot the wtiole body, bave not beey
sworn into the places held by s cqr.
responding number of outgoers, thera
is still of necessity two-thirde of [l
entire membership or therenbout laft

und these coostilute the Bepgtg
whether the new ren come in oratg
out, Ot course the Iatter take

their places at the flrst con vening
of thebody to which they are chosan
unless there should be & cootest op
some legal impediment; but the exiat.
eoce of the Benate remaine Intact up.
der epny olrcumstances. The Honge
of Representatives perishes Promptiy
at the hour pamed because the tergg
of alf its members explre at that time:
but, as shown, only & third of the up’-
per house go vut, leaving mors thap 5
mere quorum for the traoeaction of
bual ness,

The foregul g uneetties the other
proposition, or a part of it. Hgay.
ng already » dJdefinite jogal ey.
tstence the Henate doee nol have o
orgnsnize in order 1o acquire one or g
coofirm the Presldent’s sppointments
Thesv o not of neceseily heve o pe
contirmed ut sowarly s stage of the pro-
ceedinge; the QConstitution provides
thal he can appoint without the nyviae
and cousent of the senate when that
body fa nut in session and gyughp
apuointees are logltimate oficeholderg
until the HBenate is again convepeq
and acts upon their caees. The goy.
veoing or rather retaining of the
Beoate by the outgoivg President {g
simply an act of couriesy to his aye.
cessur, who may have business with
that bolly of yuore c¢onsequence thgn
uppointments unly, s i8 generully the
QuBt.
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Elder Jullus A.. Futley bus Just re.
turoed trom the Boutbern states mig.
sfon, for which he sturied oo Murch
3rd, 1801, At Coevington_Co., Missias-
sippi, be was joined by Elder B, .
Jobnson, who was hle compunion for
the firsl ix months. Io Mareh, 1892,
Ewder Farley was called to preside
over the Miesiesippi con'erence. The
Iast part of his time was Bpent in visite
ing and traveling with all the Elders
in the varfous flelds of labor, Beveral
new flelue were opened. The Missla-
sippi conference {8 reported to he in s
prosperous condition, Rrother Farley
cowes home in good health and spirite.



