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WYOMING AND THE “MORMON” | particular person er party. There

VOTE.

THE political complexion of the

pew State of Wyoming is still a]

matter of doubt. The returus of the
election cotne iu very slowly. This
is not to be wondered at when the
remote situation of some of the
counties is considered.

A dispateh from Cheyenune to the
¢¢Liberal’’ organ of this city saya:
‘“Wyoming is tonight a doubtful
Btate, but will be quite strong oue
way or the other.” This Is dubious
enough for an enigmatic puzzle.
But the “Liberal’’ organ solves it in
u trice, and does so in it8 usnal con-
viocing and logicul style. Here iy
its solution: *¢ Phat slmply means
that the Mormon vote was an un-
koowii factor.”?

The object of thus bringing 1o the
¢s Mormon’? question to aid in turn-
1ng light upon & dark sayiog is ween
in succeedlng comments. First, it
is surulised that the “Baints do not
wish the Democrats to lose
two Benators and a Repre-
sentative.”? Next is ' quer-
ied whetBer *‘Mr. (Carey has
secured to the Republicans the
Mormon vote in Wyoining.?? Then
it is asserted that “the people of
Wyoming knew that the Mormons
had been instructed to vote for oue
ticket or the other and that they
would obey the fustructions.” Next
a lot of expletives are thrown io
about the shame of permitting the
franchise to be used in this way.
F'inally disfranchisement of the
¢¢Mormons?® is urged {n the usual
style of that American (?) and Re-
publican (?) Journal.

This is a8 ool a foundation as all
itse pretexts for politieal oppression of
the ‘“Mormons” are built upon. The
¢¢ Mormons® ought cot to be permit-
ted to vote. First, because it is
doubtful what ticket they will sus-
tain. Becond, because they would
most likely vote the Democratic
ticket. Third, because it is sur-
mised, imagined, supposed,that they
vote noder instructions. There is
nothing more alleged as an excuse
for the passage of bills, designed to
prevent thousands of eitizens from
exercising one of the most precious
and almost essentlal rights of citi.
zenship.

The whole pretended argument
turus on a chimerical supposition.
There is uot a scrap of proof, a
shred of evidence, s particle of
testimony showing that the “Mor-
mons’’ in Wyoming have been ““in-
structed?”” hy any one, either in or
oul of the Btate, to vote for any

it

s nothing to demoustrate the as-
sumed position that they would
vote in apy other way than ac-
cording to their owno convictions of
what was best. '

.To base an argument on such an
insubstautial hy pothesis, ag though
It was n self-evident or indisputable
fart, is the very antipodes of reason-
ing and can only be described as
ordinary Tribune logic.

We repeat once more that the

“‘Mormon?’ voters of Wyoming, of | presa

-Colorado, of Arizona, of Utah and
elsewhere,are as free to depuosit thedr
ballota for the candidates they wish
to sustain as are the freest gitizens
in any part of the Quited States.
And those who assert tothe cen-
trary have nothing to support their
unfounded allegations, while their
conclusions, drawn from a vacuum

of reasonm, are not only irrational

and unwarranted but exhibit a rash-
oese aud assumption akin to lunaey
sud imbecility.

Moreover, if it were true that the
“Mormons” in Wyoming or else-
where acled on advise from any
person or body in the exercise of the
elective [{rauchise, they would be
doing no more than the Tridune
wants other citizens 10 do, that is,
follow its counsel, whieh sometimes
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to such n'course, in order to vent
their spleen, berate their political
autagonists or cast unkiond reflec-
tions upon any person or c¢lass only
make thelr own bigotry and amall-
ness manifest.

Ou this occasion a oumber of
speeches were made, and with few
exceptions—one of which was par-
ticularly coospicuous — the spirit
breathed in them was more ¢r less
tinged with the genius of {Jhristi-
apity. Dr. Tliff was the first to ex-
himsel!, and there was &
marked modificition ino the fone of
his statements in allusion to the
“Mormons’® compared to the fapa-
tically spiteful demeanor he has as-
sumed io that regard of late. He
could not altugether, however, omit
fo throw out a tew covert iosioua-
tions in that line, although they
were of a conservative charaeter.
He also ““poloted with pride” to the
“loyalty?? of the Methodist Church,
but hedid not go nearly so far iu that
direction as he did ou the occasion
of the meeting i1mprovised, a
few  years ago, by active
politlelans In this city for the
purpese of filliug members of the
G. A. R. with anti '‘Mormon’’
viyus, and through them spreading
the poisonm over the country for
pelitical purposes. He, on that oc-

amounts to divtatiou and is frequent- | casion, io au inflated speech,placed,
1y backed up by wild and vulgar de- {as a religionlst, the cross bonpeath
nupciation of all who take a dJiffer-|the flag.

ent course.

Finally there is nothing in
Wyoming or ju Utah to compel
any citizen to vote for or sgainst
any candidate; there is nothing in

law or reasonor right that forbids his.

seeking advice from Roy source he
chooses; and there is ne way in
Wyomning orin Utah by which it
can be discovered whether he
sought or followgd advice from auy-
body, and therefore coercion nr fear
of consequences ig entirely out of
the question. The ““Liberal’’ organ
ought to take a new turm, for on
this question It has lately ground
out nothing but wind.

-

CHURCH AND STATE.

Dr. W. D. MaBRY, the new
Methodist pastor, was given a wel-
come by his co-religionists and
friends, in the church uf that sect,
last evening. This is a proper wny
of makiog a miuister feel at home
in a fresh pastorate aud that he has
not been landed upon irozen ground.
Buch occasions have necessarily two
aspects, the one social and the other

We congratulate Dr. IWF on the
fuet that his Inst night’s speech be-
tokened that the milk of human
kinduess, even in relation to the
Baints, who bave, according to his
own former testimony, treated
him with kindpess apd hospilality,
is again forming in his bosom. He
shouid let it warm and increase, ite
presence beimg much more con-
ducive to the comfort of the indis
vidual that the canker of sectarian
hate.

Gouverpor Thomas was there inhis
dual eapacity of government official
and fapatical Metbhodist. His re-
marks seem to indieate that
there is a sort of doubt existiog
tu his mind as te which of the
two lpstitutions is the great-
¢r = the Uunited BStates Qovern-
ment or the Methodist Church. The
Iutter has alwaye bLeen antagonistic
tv the **Mormon’’ Church, Bo he
seems to imagine It to be his special
mission to upite the twe polvers
against the Baints, to hriug about
the demmenlition of their religiou.
However, about the severest com-
ment that could Le made upon the

religious. When other eloments are | gentlemau consists of his ocwn re-
dragged with them, those who resort | marks, which are herewith given:



