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messengers of the gospel are sent
to a great many lands in this latter
day dispensation yet it is doubtful itif
any find their way to more secluded
parts than those who are sent to the
society island mission papettePapeete which
is on the island of tahiti is the head-
quarters for this mission tahiti which
is near the geographical center of these
groups is in latitude 18 degrees south
and degrees west longitude from
paris it lies midway between the con-
tinents of south american and aus-
tralia a thirty days voyage by sail
from san francisco and from a three
to a five months voyage from europe

this field covers a very extensive
territory including all of the french
possessions in the south pacific tak-
ing within its range the following
groups or archipelagoes marquisesisas

tahiti and cook
comprising in all about islands

fi with a population of about in-
cluding soldiers and whites no effort
has been made as yet to teach the gos-
pelpel to the foreigners the work of

and teaching being con-
fined entirely to the natives none of
the above named groups have been
thoroughly canvassed and the inhabi-
tants of some of them as the maxmar
kuisas and cook groups have never
heard the gospel president D T
miller is making strenuous efforts to
haveave it carried to these islands con

an increased number of el-
ders is being sent to this mission

previous to the past two years the
french government seemed to mani-
fest a great antipathy toward the

lefteffortsorts of the elders but since that
time much of the distrust has ben al-
leviatedleviaIleviated at present the efforts of the
zatterlatter day saints are not altogether

iffgenial to the french officials and cit-
izens yet it is true that they do not
seriously interfere with us

the natives here have a natural
sympathy for religion and when they
have not been corrupted or prejudiced
toy the white traders they give a wwill-
ing

III
ear to christian missionaries As a

result of these religious bendetendetendenciesacles
amongsamong the natives the various outside
denominations have found it very
profitable business to send their am-
bassadorsbass adors here these islands in-
deed have been green pastures for
them the protestants were the first
in the field having come here in the
latter part of the last century they
succeeded in getting a strong follow-
ing the catholics have many fol-
lowers especially on tahiti it is a
very easy matter to observe the teach-
ings of these creeds consequently they
have many votariesvot aries it is very no-
ticeableti11 that the latter day saints
among the natives are generally the
more ambitious self sacrificing and
intelligent the josephites and
seventh day adventists have a suffi-
cient number of listeners to encour-
age them the contention for religious
supremacy among these islands has
been a most vigorous one fraught with
many evils that in many instances
have been to the detriment of the pas-
sive natives

there are no missionaries who have
succeeded so well in deceiving the na-
tives as the josephitesJosephttes who you will
remember came to these islands soon
after the departure of our first elders
for a number of years they followed
the journeys of the mormon mis
Bionsionariesartes purporting to be latter day
saint elders by this subterfuge they
succeededBucceeded in dissuading many of them
iromfrom their former conversion on the
return of our elders the

sensations were exposed and many
saints came back into the fold A re-
sult of the conflict was a confusion to
the minds of the natives many of
whom still believe them to be the same
the elders worked and still are work-
ing to dippell the delusions thus
created

the prospects for effectual work are
very favorable at present there are
seventeen branches in the mission
three of which are located at
and the remaining fourteen on the

group an account of the at-
titude of the government and the lack
of sufficient elders the work has been
confined to these two groups

the total enrollment of saints in
the mission is 1056 most of whom are
members of one of the seventeen
branches of these branbranchesclies all either
have comfortable churches completed
or in process of erection these church-
es are built of stone and lumber and
the native nian wood heretofore it
has seemed well nigh impossible to get
an opening on tahiti which long has
been an impregnable stronghold for
other faiths at the april conference
past the good saints of the Tu
donated about to be used in con-
structingting a meeting house near pa
peete in Fautahua A piece of land
has been deeded to the church by one
of the brothers

there are thirteen elders laboringlabor inginin
the mission at present off this num-
ber eight are on the island of tahiti
studying the language preparatory to
departing to their respective fields
they are president D T miller and
elders L H kennard E T hatchfatch1 1

E willey wm chipman edgar L
cropper wm H chamberlain and
wm mcgregor elder alonzo smith
and david neff are laboringlabor ln in the
upperuppers conference of the notus and
george F despain in the lower con-
ference of the same group and elders
fred rossiterRoss lter and alexande curtis inn

elder rossiter has been re-
leased to return home and 1 31 iderder E licropper is appointed to labor at tu
beai elder hatch has been apappointedpointel
tot labor in the lower conference of the
Tu elders L H kennard
wm chipman I1 E willey W II11

chamberlain and william mcgregorreg or
will remain in the tahitianTah iian group un-
til some are dispatched to open new
fields four new elders are expect-
ed to arrive before the close of the
present year it is thought by our
president to be a commendable plan
for the advancement of saints and
elders itif we have a conconferenceferenci of fa-
ders once a year at tahiti at which
time we will be redistributed to our
various fields I1 EU Y
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stockholm sweden sept 17 1897

I1 have visited the great northern ex-
hibitionhibi tion here in company with a
young merchant from philadelphia
G A hulings who saw the worlds
fair in chicago and on his authority
I1 can state that the fair here compares
very favorably with that great show
in everything but dimensions here
chiefly the three scandinavian coun
tris are represented but their exhib-
its are numerous and it is evident that
they have followed closely the pro-
gress of the worlds industries and
arts while in a few things they take
the lead as for instance in the matter
of 11

the exposition is held at djurbjur
garden the famous summer resort of
stockholm the expenses were esti-
mated at about kronorkroner and
this is said to have been more than

covered so the fair enjoys thediathe diadjs
lon of being the only enterprise

of its kind that has been undertaken
without loss to somebody but theetit isin under the leadership of mmany
prominent men the crown prineprince Ss
chairman of the central committee4prince eugene has charge of the art
exhibition and the lord mayor of thecity is the general commissionerto give a detailed account of the
various buildings and pavilions would
be impossible in a brief correspond
dence and would also serve no par
nicular purpose rut I1I1 may permitted
to mention a few of the leading teafeatures one is a faithful imitation
of a section of stockholm as it ap
feared in the sixteenth century thisis the work of architect
who has closely studied ancient drawings and still extant historicalsketches of the ancient city in order to
give a correct representation of his
subject As a consequence the city
appears to the spectator reflecting itsitawalls and towers in the waters of thewe cross the bridge overto where we enter
the old historical hospital and perpe Jhaps the other houses there erected i

two bridges now lead to the city onone
takes us to the royal castle and the
other to we cross tbthel fat

latter and pass up kievoa
hoth sides of this narow and gindinwinding Jstreet we find shops where
eireare at work in their various tradermuch as they were hundreds of y
ago there are numerous taveta
where refreshments are served
girls in medieval costumes and
ness is brisk also fortune tell1

have their establishments and are
patronized an interesting hhauaethat once inhabited by the celecelebrat
swedish reformer olatgiai petri Ttomin
the scenes here still more realisticzens in ancient costumes axeare seen
the streets at times street disdastur
ances are arranged they are ch
by guards armed with long spears
need hardly say that this part of texposition is one of its great aattl SKiS
eions tm

another one is the so called
grotto A bridge leads to this
ing crossed the bridge we enter a
rowed by a fairy in picturesque gain
carlia costume and the voyage owa t
bences we first glide into
cavern rather dark and feel Vtol i
moment that we are swallowed up tar
the earth the boat glides on thoughtho agh
winding its way through various pass-
ages until it comes to a cavern bhareN
we seem to be surrounded by
silver the effect is wonderfulwondern ott
we go again and enter a cavecavern litIK tufic l
by a wierd bluish light watwater i
in gaudy colors are floating on the suy
face there are six different caverakz
all built in different style and beah
dering in their arrangement here t
cascade throws its shining spray ddaw

a mountain side there a geyser itt ej
by electric light is playing its subsubdueddedtunes and there a sea monster with
arearc lamps for eyes is staring at
as if for the purpose of throwing
spell over you

the principal building onolal

grounds is industrial hall bocc
FLa surface of square metersM
is a structure in oriental style
its cupola and minaretsmina tastily dd 1l
rated in light colors it tois said tot
the largest wooden building in fr
world it contcontainssins fine specimense w
the industry of the nortnorthernherrmn c u
In eluding russia and finland

the machine hall is aranotheriother A s
endolia binding the crystal palace
the exhibition I1 do not suppose ftC
contains much if anything that aa
rot known in the united Stastatestei
apal honnhome of inventions but onar
estert could judge as to that

the art hall is an interesting
of the exhibition it contains a


