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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE SOCILTY ISLAND MISSION.

Messengers of the Gospel ara sent
to a great many lands in this latter-
day dispensation, yet it Is doubtful if
any find their way to more secluded
parts than those who are sent to the
Soclety Island mission. Papeete, which
fs on the Island of Tahitl, i1s the head-
quarters for thls miszion. Tahitl, which
Is near the geographical center of these
groups, is in latitude 18 degrees south
and 1561 degrees west longltude from
Paris. It lies midway between the con-
tinents of South American and Aus-
tralia, a thirty days" voyage by salil
from San Francisce and from a three
to a lve months' voyage from Europe.

This fleld covers a very extensive
territory, Including all of the French
possessions In the South Pacifle, tak-
Ing withln its range the following
groups or archipelagoes: Marquisas,
Tubuui, Tuamotu, Tahiti and Cook,
comprising In all about 110 isiands.
with a population of about 15000, in-
cluding soldlers and whites. No effort
has been made as vet to teach the Gos-
.pel to the foreigners, the work of
proseiyting and teaching belng con-
-fined entirely to the natives. None of
the above named groups have been
‘thoroughly canvassed, and the inhabi-
tants of some of them, as the Mar-
-quisas and Cook groups, have never
‘heard the Gospel. President D. T.
‘Miller is making strenuous efforts to
-have it carrled to thege islands. con-
“sequently an increased number of Ei-
*ders fs being sent to thils mission.

Previous to the past two years the
«French government seemed to mani-
-fest a great antipathy toward the
“efforts of the Elders, but since that
itime much of the distrust has bten al-
ileviated. At present, the efforts of the
Latter-day Saints are not altogether
genial to the French ofticials and eit-
izens, yet it Is true that they do not
seriotialy interfere with us.

The natives here have a natural
sympathy for religion, and when they
have not been corrupted or prejudiced
By the white traders they glve a will-
4ng ear to Cheistian missionaries. As a
result of these rellgious tendencles
‘among the natives, the various outslde
‘denominations have found it very
:profitable business to send their am-
bLassadors here. These Islands, in-
sdeed, have been green pastures for
‘them. The Protestants were the first
in the Aeld, having come here In the
latter part of the last century. They
‘succeeded in getting a strong follow-
ing. The Catholics have many fol-
lowers, especlally on Tahiti: It is a
VEry easy matter to observe the teach-
ings of these creeds, consequently they,
have many votaries. It is very no-
ticeable that the Latter-day Saints
among the natives are generally the
more ambitious, self-sacrificing and
intelligent. The  Josephites '+ and
‘Heventh Day Adventists have a suffi-
clent number of listeners to encour-
age them. The contention for religlous
‘supremacy among these Islands has

een . most vigorous one, fraught with
many evils that in many Instances
have been to the detriment of the pas-
‘rlve natives.

There are no missionaries who have
succeeded 8o well in deceiving the na-
tives a8 the Josephites, who you will
remember came to these islands socon

sentations were exposed, and many
Saints came back Intosthe fold. A re-
sult of the conflict was a confusion to
the minds of the natives, many of
whom still belleve them to be the same.
The Elders worked and still are work-
Ing to dispell the delusions thus
created.

The prospects {or effectual work are
very favorable at present. There are
seventeen branches In the migslon,
three of which are located at Tubual,
and the remaining fourteen on the
Tuamotu group. On account of the at-
titude of the government and the lack
of sufficient Elders, the work has been
confined to these two groups.

The total enrollment of Salnts in
the missien is 1,056, most of whom are
members of one of the seventecn
branches. Of these branches all either
have comfortable churches completed
or in process of erection. These church-
es are built of stone and lumler, and
the native “nian’’ wood. Heretofore it
has seemed well nigh impossible to get
an opening on Tahiti, which longy has
heen an impregnable si‘roaghold for
other faiths. At the April vonfrrence
past the good Saints of the Tuamotus

‘donated about $600 to be used in con-

structing a meeting house near Pa-
peete, in Fautahua. A pliece of Jland
has been deeded to the Chureh by one
of the brothers.

There are thirteen Elders laboring in
the mission at present. Of thls pum-
ber eight are on the island of Tahlti,
studying the language preparatory to
departing to their respective fields.
They are: President D. T. Miller and
Elders L. H. Kennard. . T. Hateh, 1.
E. Wllley, Wm. Chipman, Rdgar I.
Cropper, Wm. H. Chamberlain and
Wm. MeGregor, Elder Alonzo Smith
and David Neff are lahoting in the
upper‘conference of the Tuamotus, and
George F. Despain in the lower con-
ference of the same group, and Elders
Fred Rossiter and Alexandes Curtls in
Tubuai. Elder Rossiter has been re-
leased to return home and Wider ¥, T.
Cropper is appointed .to labor at Tu-
bual. Elder Hateh has been appointed
te labor in the lower conference of the
Tuamotus. Elders 1. H Koennard,
Wm. Chlpman, I. E. Wllley, \W. H.
Chamberlain and William MeJrezar
will remain In the Tahitian group un-
tll some are dispatched to open uew
flelds, Four new Elders ure ¢xpect-
ed to arrive before the close of the
present year. It is thought by our
president to be a commandahble plan
for the advancement of Saints and
Elders if we have a conference of Til-
ders once a year at Tahiti. at which
time we will bhe redlstributed to vur
varlous fields. I. £ WILLEY.

FROM SWEDEN'S CAPITAL

Stockholm, Sweden, Sept. 17, 18%7.—
I have vislted the great northern ex-
hibitlon here in company with 2
voung merchant from Philadelphia,
G. A. Hullngs, who saw the World's
Fair in Chicago, and on his authority
T can state that the fair here compares
ver¥ favorably with that great show
in everything but dimensions. Here
chiefly the three Scandlnavian coun-
trie are represented, but their exhib-
its are numerous and it is evident that
they have followed closely the pro-
gress of the world's industries and

after the departure of our first E'ders. | 5rty while in a few things they take

For a numbper of years they followed
the Jjourneys of the Mormon mis-
Blonaries, purporting to be Latter-day
gaint Elders. By thls subterfuge they
succeeded in dissuadlng many of them
from their former converslon. On the
return of our Eiders, the milsrepre-

the lead. as for instance In the matter

of “slnjd.”
The exposition {3 held at Djur-
| garden, the famots summer resort of

8tockholm. The expenses were estl-
mated at about 3,000,600 kronor, and
this is said to have been more than

covered, s0 the fair enjoys the dis-
tinction of being the only enterprise.
of its kind that has been undertaken
without loss to somebody. But then-
it Is under the leadership of many
prominent men. The crown prince ig
chairman of the central committee:
Prince Eugene has charge of the art
exHibitlon and the lord mayor of the
city Is the general commissioner.

To give a detailed account of the
various buildings and pavillions wWould
bhe Impossible in a brief
dence, and wou!ch al%0 serve no par-
ticular purpose;, but I may permitted
to mentlon a few of the leading fea-
tures, One s a faithful imitation
of a smection of Stockholm as It ap-
peared in the sixteenth century. This
is the work of Architect Lilljekvist,
who has closely studied ancient draw-
ings and stil! extant historical
sketches of the anclent city in order to
give a correct representation of his
subject. As a consequence the city
appears to the spectator reflecting its
walls and towers In the waters of the
Norrstrom. We cross the bhridge over
to Helgeandsholmen. where we enter
the old historical hospital and per-
haps the other houses there erected.
Two bridges now lead to the city. One
takes us to the royal castle and the
other to Mynttorget. We cross the
latter and pass up Smedjegatan. On
hoth sides of this narow and winding
street we find shops where mechanics
are at work In their wvarjous trades
much as they-were hundreds of yeara
ago. There are numerous taverns
where refreshments are served by
girls in medieval costumes, and busi-
ness is brisk. Also fortune tellers
have their establishments and are well
patronized, An interesting house Is
that once inhabited by the celebrated
Swedish reformer Olai Petri. To make
the scenes here still more realistie,citi-
zens in ancient costumes are seen in
the streets. At times street disturb-
ances are arranged. They are checked
by guards armed with long spears. I
need hardly say that thls part of the
exposition is one of its great attrac-
tions. .

Another one is the so-called fairy
grotto. A bridge leads to thls. Hav-
Ing crossed the bridge we enter a boat
rowed by a “fairy’” in pictureaque Dal-
carlia costume, and the voyage com-
mences. We flrst! glide into a low
cavern, rather dartk, and feel for a
moment that we are swallowed up by
the earth. The boat glldes on, though.
winding its way through various pass-
ages untll It comes to a cavern wwhere
we geem t0 be surrounded by st‘ning
silver, The effect is wonderful. On
we go agaln and cnter a cavern lit up
by & wlerd, bluish llght, Water lilies
In gaudy colors are floating on the Sur-
face. There are 8ix different caverns,
all built in different style and bewil-
dering in thelr arrangement. Here a
cagscoder throws its shining spray down
a mountain side, there a geyser lit up
by electric light i8 playing its subdued
tunesg, and there a sea monster with
arc lamps for eyes iz starlng at you
ag if for the purpose or throwing a
spell over you.

The principal bullding on the
grounds is Indugstrfal Hall, occupying
a surface of 15000 square meters. Tt
s a structure in orlental style, with
its cupola and minarets, tastily deco-
rated In light colors. It 18 sald to be
the targest wooden building in the
world, Tt contolng Ane specimens of
the {pdustry of the northern countries,
inrlnding Russla and Fintand.

The Machine Hall Is another 8tu-
nendons hulilding, the crystal patlace of
the exhibition. [ do not supnose it
rontains much fif anything) that is
rot ¥rnown in the United States, the
ren]l home of Inventions, but only an
axnert could judge as to that.

The Art Hall is an interesting part
of the exhibltlon. It containg a vast
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