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BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD.

—

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lal-
ter-day Bainte has amoag its distio-
gulshlug tenets the doctrine of baptism

tor the dead, rnd the question arises,
is this a soriplural doctrine? Thut it
is amoang the grandest conceptions
within the whole range of the human
mlud, all who thoroughly uanderstand
the subiject wiliiogly admit, but 1s &
eotirely new to this age, or was it
preached and practiced in former ages
as well?

Paul, in 1 Cor. xv: 29, user the fol-
towlag well knowa argumeat:

Else what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead, if tue dead rise
oot at sll? Why are Liiey tbhen baptized
tor the dead?

By reference to the context it will be
sewn thut there were someof the Chriz-
tians in Corinth, who were inclined to
akepticism on the dogtrine of resurrec
tion, probably the flret resurrection,
and the Apostle argues (0 set
the doubta ut rest. lo dolog eo he
firpt proves the resurrection of Christ
and then states that those who belong
to Christ shall be raised =t His coming,
after which eveal comes the end, when
everythiog shull be subject to His
reign. It this ir not so, he argues, our
preaching 18 vain, the Jead have
perished snd, sbove all, these who a:e
baptized fur the dead are performiog a
valn lahor, anl every auffering in the
cause of Clriat 18 unprofitable,

Here is an itrefutable proof that the
doctrine of baptism for the dead was so
well uaderstood and practiced among
the primitive Chrletiaos, that it coulu
form the logical basie for an argument
in favor of the resurrection from the
dead.

We are aware that various loterpre.
tations have been given ta this paseage
by theologians who admit that they
do not understand 1t. Lightfoottuinke
the word haptism here ia to Le taken in
a flgurative sense 88 meaning martyr-
domi. He paraphrases it thue: **'Whut
shall they Jo, who have undergoune,
aod do undergo, martyrdom, if thele
be wot a resurrection?’® This rendi-
tivw, however, i8 valuable oaly as
ehowlog to what absurdities even the
profiupdest schoiurs will go whea
tbey ebncouanter Ilusurmountsble ob-
stacles, Martyrdom 1s lodeed, fo
Matt. xx: 22, 23, relerred to
under the name of baptism, metaphor-
Joally ured, but ““baptism for the deau??
fe never so empioyed., On Lightfoot’e
theory it weuld be martyrdom for the
dead, a phrase 8till more inexplicable
thao baptism for the dead. Griesbach
with hle usual {ugenuity proposes (o
amend the text aod read: ‘*“*What
shall they do that are baptized fromn:
dead work:??? But this destroys oot
only the present text bul the evide ¢
argument of tue Aposis, The ordi-
mance he refers to must form some ¢on-
nection between the liviug aond the
Jead, or e'sethere 18 nolorce in it ae
ap argumeant for the resurrectivn,
There are npumerous othier propo. e 1n-
terpreistions to which we cannot here
refer.

The baptism speken of hy the A pos-
tle in an ordinance pertormed by the
iivlpg instead ol, or in behalf of, or for
the auvanlage ol the Jead. The fdea
of subetitutivn i8 clearly expressed 1o
the Greek original of the puesage where

the preposition yper is used. Itis the
same ides of substilution that iz founu
to numerous places in reiation to the
work of Christ for mankind. Christ
became u ouiss *‘for*? us; He was made
to ke sln “in our vehall;*” He gave
Himself up *‘for** ue, eoto, These ara
instances of the tfrue mieaning ot that
prepoeition.

The doctrlne tbat the ordinsuce of
baptism can be performed on behalf of
anothershould notstartle anyone who
believes in Christ, for as His work was
largely vicarious so also must the ordi-
napces Lypif¥ing that work be. Ban-
tiem ls indeed (Rom. vi: 5) the holy
oraginance by which the bellever is
united with Christ in His death, and
assuch eantitled to the beneflls accru-
1oy therefrom. How can 1t be but of
the eame vicarlous nature as the
atonement With which it identifles the
believer? And whea itis rememhered
that the Gaspel is oot limited to the
living but reachvs out aleo to the vast
magsses behiud the veil,it becomes clear
that baptiem for the Jdead 1s a doctrine
without which Christianity would be
incom; lete,

'Fha$ it was preached io the flrat ages
of pur era, we have showa; its restora-
tivo o this age i3 aoother proof of the
Divine character of the messagze'de-
ilvered to the world by Joseph the
Pr.phet.

AS TO SILVER.

Notwithsianding that silverisin a
somewhat drooping attitude just now,
it is stil) 2o object of inlereet to many
and ot solicituue to Dot o few. \Whalt-
ever be the oulcome of the congres-

sional struggle uow going on regurding
it, there cun be no dewisl of eeveral
thiags Iavorable to the white metul-—iy
Is iuslrous, 1ucorrupiible, iude, esuent
sod oot s» plentiful as to become aiwo-
wtther commov; Lhe wares Laade of L
are vaiuahie to have, convealeut Lo
use, hesutiful to bebold, and not fikeiy
1o be dispiaced by noy 88 souveniis or
beirioomre. it i» an attragidve suo-
BlALCH Whurever of LOWe Vel see, suu
whether mouey of 00 MOGSY, 18 sule
to hold & pisce well tu the frunl amung
the tuings of life eleoted 1o posmess
fotriuele value us well ap oruate capae-
ity.

But littie 18 kuowao by the peopie
goenerally as 1o the provess by which
sllver 18 formed in twe howels of the
eafb. 'I'ne process by whien the wo-
cuwbjutions urée made I8 very 1nter-
estivg. It 1uust be kepl
that tbe erust ui onr plaost 18 filed
with water aod this p rcolates every-
where through the rocks, wakiong sou-
tlous of elements yutaived from them.
Theee ocoemical solutions, we dre
showa, take up small purticies of the
preoious  metul which they AfAod
s¢altered bere uod there, Hometimer
the sulutivos jo questivn ure hot, the
waler bsviog wone 8) fur Jown as {
be set aboliiog by tbhe interasl beat ol
the glove, Tuen Lhey rush upwara,
picking up the bits ¢! meinl as they go,
Natursilly, saye an uutbority, ueat
aepjels the perinrmance of thls oper-
atiou, Now upd then the atreamns
tbhua formed, perpetnally flowiog
bither and tolther velow tue grouny,
pass through theoracks or crevices in
the revcks, where ihey deposit tbeir
loads of silver. This fs kept up tor

fu mipd
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great leagth of tlme, perhaps

sande of years, until lhepﬂaaurl:aa (t)lfn:}l:-
pocket are fllled up. Crapaojes pe 4
meating thestony mass in every d‘mr-
tlon may become fllled with the meg ?—'
or ogcasipnally s chamber may ah,
stored full of it,a8 i{ a myriad of hande
were felching the treasure from v

sides and hidiag away a future bom‘ﬂll
zp lor some lucky prospector tg dll;.

cover in mnother age.
Whea the discoveriea of

ledges rich io silver were nm;lﬂ.d:fe 2
eandetope formatione at Hijver Reet ;n
this Territory there was cunsluerabln
rurprlee expressed, Lthe opinjon bet :
goteral that this was o geologion) b

ceatricity, while previously those w‘:c‘
regarded ruch a thiog s an fmpe >
bility were nelther (6w nor ajf "
learued. Bul when twigs of sagebry g'
pleces of cedar bark, eto., in a siate t
petrifaction and ruaniog up high ;1
eilver were found and exhibited, gl .
tlous of geology in many quarterg .
celved arethack from which they hare-
not yel recovered, The aboveexply e
tion, however, makes sverything unia-
clear; peology was not at aj] at qmutie
but we were, fur assuming condaitj ;
which did oot ¢xist for oo other rom‘
scd than that we had never Boun 1bea-
uander suy other conditipne or a-

say other forms. We Jjv i

learn aud that im exactly wg,“"““

ought to do. g
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THE “CONTRIBUTOR_ "

Ia all its talks upon and CoOmmeny
lions of home fndusiry, the makin a‘-
bome newspapers has receiverd o
motives of modesty, but
von in the NEws. yil‘ur re::::fx':tn?en'
reluted to this, 1ue preparati of harly
perivdicsls aud magazines uog boma
Lus Dot bad muoh uiteatiny iy m,"-“QkB
Liuue, 8a¥e when spuoiuily dgmang(’{;
by rexson o1 wome srilole that t:a\lle
for vriticiem or applauge. ed

Bug this negleot to refer
portant business of hom
must nut be taken ap Degle
aize 1it.  Wo helleve no wou
can be impressed upon the g4
uotouly 1o times of seareity ll::::l:ll::)t I
umes of ple. Ly, thao to ceags 8endi i
money cut of tue Territory ror ¢, ?,g
literature, whieh isd unly 4 w“,:E___y
wagle of moawsy 1o huy ji, apy g waet:
. thine to tead it. The thousanys of
dollars toat have gonw oug "

s from

0 the fp;.
© prioting
Gt Lo recog.
uder pojicy

circulatlon  In  this way Olwl‘:):,:n‘;
bive b en mnore than enough to

wstablish and matntain §

midst magazines nuperior tl(]) g:rv l(:)wb?a
funod 1o 1he world, filey with +enAs
and truth, both jo prose apyg poetry
snd embelished with ull the wiill of
the printer’s and engraver?s art,

11 wnat has or has not been done in
the past can only be diseussed 1n the
hight of the effuct it hag upoa the pres-
eut a0d mny have upon the tuture,thjs
retercoce will not be Ingpportuae; tor
We have loour olty and ‘Purritory pub.
Hoativne every wuy Jesorviog of
paifousge aud worthy the most gea-
vfous gupporl Of Lhe community; uad
these, lot us hope, wiil not fail hew in
the future,

We bave lo miad just onrw, prob.
ably because betore us lies Lhe ap-
aoutncemeant that & pew volame is
about to begin, the Conérbutor, a
mobthly that needs no introduotion at



