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profeesor of mathematics. He then
commenced thestudy of law, and in
1851 was appointed judge of the court
ot commoeon pleas of Hamilton county.
At the endof his term he was made
gsecretary of legation at Paris, for
John Y. Mason, under President
Pierce’s administration, When the
minister was prostrated with an attack
ot apoplexy, Piatt served ascharge
d’uffalres for about one year.
On his returo home he engaged ac-
tively in the presidential canvass in
behalf of Jobn C. Fremont. During
part of the civil war he was on the staff
of Glen. Robert C. Behenck. Having
been sent toobserve the situation at
W inchester previous to Liee’s invasion
of Ponnsylvanla, he, on his own mo-
tion, ordered Gen. Robert H. Milroy to,
evacuate the town and fall fack on
Harper’s Ferry. The order was
countermanded by Geu. Halleck, and
three days a'terward Mlilroy, sur-
rounded by the Confederate advance,
was forced to cut his way out, with a
loss of 2800 prisoners. When Gen. Wil-
liam Birney was sent to Maryland to
recruit colored reglments, he was chief
of stafl, with the rank of colonel. A fter
the war he became Washiogton corre-
spondentof the Cinclnnati Commercal,
He afterwards founded and edited the
Washington Capital. His counduct of
that journal was so vigorous, to use no
stronger term, that during the presi-
dential contest of 1876 he was indicted
for oonepiring to disturb the peace of
the country. After that he retired to
his residence at Mac-o0-chee, Obio,
where he devoled himself to farming
and literature. One of his worke—
s¢Memolire of Men who Baved the
Unlon? is characlerized by keen orlil-
cisra and caustic comment, in which
the deceased Journalist had few equals.
Donn Platt was one of the most
foarless men who ever wielded a pen,
and delighted to be engaged in polemic
watfare. He frequently took the un-
popular side of a question, and in a
controversy he was worthy the steel of
the best writers that Amerlca has
produced. The 8aints have reason to
relain a warm place for him in their
memorjes, 8 he many times wrote in
their defense when they were the ob-
jects of attack from almast every other
quarter,

THE BEHRING SEA CONTROVERSY.

P EceNT dispatches from Washing-
top call attention once more to the
Behring Bea controversy. What is
known as the "'Bayward?’ case is now
before the United Btales Bupreme
Court. A few days ago when this case
was opened, Lhe chamber of the
Supreme Courl was crowded with men
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distlnguished in national politics. Mr.
Bayard, Mr. Garland, Senator Ed-
munds, Benator Mitohell, Mr. Bpringer
and several other celebrated lawyers
and statesmen were present. When
the hearing begau & full court was also
I session.

During the trial It became known
that s settlement of the much talked of
question was all but effected between
both governments, Attorney General
Miller stated oo behalf of the A dininis-
tration that the cnntroversy was dis-
cusged recently between his govern-
ment and that of Great Britain; and
that a treaty was now completed which
only required the ratifieatlon of the

United Btates Benate, to have the

whole matter settled amlcably by arbl-
tration.

The history ofthe Bay ward case dates
back into the early days of the troubje.
The W, P. 3y ward® wasa Canadian
schooner, owned by Thomas Henry
Cooper, a British sabject. On July 8,
1887, tlils vessel, while the crew were
killlng seal in Bering Bea, 59 intles
from land, was seized by the U. B.
revenue cutter “Rush” and taken to
Bitkn Alaska. Here she was libelled
by the United Btates District Court,
and after A trial was declared forfeited.
A writ of prohibition to stop the Alas-
ka court from enforcing its decree
belng applied for, an appeal was taken
to the Bupreme Court at Washing-
The ground of motion for
the writ was that the Alaska
court had no jurisdictlon in the matter,

'the vessel being captured fifty-nine

miles from land. Cooper, after lodging
this nppeal, reconsldered the situation
and withdrew it, on the ground that
by reason of non-Jurlediction the decree
of the court was a nullity, and the case
properly belonged lo International
diplomacy. It was expected that the
mandJate of the Bupreme Court to the
courtof Alasskn would be to enforce ita
decree, It will be remembered tbat
about one year ago this appeared like-
1y to be n oritical stage in the dispute.

About that time Bir John Thompson,
Attorney-General far Canada took up
the matter and to the surprise
of both Canadians and Americans
brought the case before the U, 8.
Bupreme Court, with her Mnjosty
virtunlly as one party to the litigation.
And as an individunl, Thomas Henry
Cooper §s not known in (he case at
present, However, at the time that
Cooper withilrew hia nappeal to the
higher court, it was distinetly stated
by several papere that it was cleatrly at
the suggestion of his government.
And when later on Calderon Carlisle,
Bir John Thompeon’s counsel, renewed
the appeanl, Attorney General Miller
wan o taken aback:that he required
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two weeks from the Bupreme Court to
consider the matter,

The appeal was finally entertained
and the revelations in the court a day
ot two ago indicate that a controversy
which had at times a very threatening
aspect is now all but peaceably settled.
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INCREASE OF CRIME.

- THE Chicago Advance, a religious
Journal, has s long article entitled “In-
crease of Crime.”” In very earnest
language, It denlores the fact that
notwithstanding all our eduecation, re-
liglon, and other appliAnces of an ad-
vanced elvillzation, crime is on the in-
creage. It then proceeds to give the
CAUBes,

The first and chlef cause isthe liquor
traffic, According to the census and
internal revenue reports, there are only
five Btates in the Union where the
number of llquor dealere is not more
than one to one thousand of population.
In Massachusetts there is one to every
514 inhabitants; in Pennsylvania one
to 478; in Ohio one to 26]1; in Illinois
one to 267; in New York one to 157; in
California one to 81; in Montanagneto
80. These figures are really startling,

It s almost universally admitted
that Nguor has in every age and in
vvery climate been a source of crime,
Unfortunately in our day and in our
sountry its evile are more manifeat. As
a Ilaw-defying, crime-encouraging
agentthe saloon is notorious. It will be
seen that the history of all great orimes,
of all political crookedness aud social
rottenness, can primarily be traced to
the saloon, and that where law-en-
forcing autboritles are corrupt the
shloonkeeper iz identifled with the
corruption.

Gambling is the next great cause of
erime. This vice has assumed gigantic
forms outside of even the old stereo-
typed phases of the roulette table and
faro lay out. The ochief of police of
Chicago recently eaid that it was eap-
plog the very foundatlons of soclety.
It was no longer confined to the upper
chambers of saloone, but it held sway
in'the parlors of the wenlthy nnd re-
fined. He pointed to the orowds
rughing to racecourses for no other
purpose than gambling aes a sorry indl-
catlon of the spirit of the times. He
alluded to the gambling In commetreial
trapsactions as also a factor in the
destruction of legitimate industry and
contented trading. ’

A third cauee is found in poorly re-
stricted immigration. A Iarge num-
ber of persons who o thelir own lands
are crimivals seek these shoree, where
they turn liberty ioto license, and
many of them gravitate to the prison,

But among the great causes which




