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this valley in 1847, they found it & bar-
ren desert, without a ringle mark of
the Anglo 8axon race. The Latter-
day Salnts upon their arrival here set
to work and dld the best they could to
change its condition. They plowed,
planted and watered the ground, built
cabins apd other habitations, and so
went on until that Tabernacle, the
Temple adjoining it, and three other
temples were reared in the midst of
the people. It had taken miliions of
dollars 1o rear these holy places, and,
he saked, who had to do it? Why the
leaders and Hlders in Israel—the Lat-
ter-day Baints, the Relief Societies
and the women of Zion; all bad econ-
tributed of their substance which God
had given them. Did they call upon
their enemivs — those who were
opposed to tbem and seeking their
destruction - -to heip them in their
work? No. and they would not have
responded if theyhad. Was it wrong for
the Latter-day Saints to engage in
these thing:? It was not; they couid
not carry out the purposesvf Almighty
Go.l unless they did.

Hoe would say before the Lord that
he believed in his heart there was not
one among the Presldeney of this
Chureh, or among the twelve A postles.
but who, if required to do sv, would lay
down his life willingly for the Gospel’s
prke. Moreover, there were thousands
among this people who would be ready
to do the same, Of course, we sbould
not set nur hearts upon the things of
this world, nor suffer them to turn us
from our duties.

With regard to
temporally, their
before the whole world. The United
Siates government required {heir
property—what was called Chburch
property—and recel vers were appointed
to take it. They deliversd it upto
them, according to their demands, and
proverty that had alrendy been sold
and the proceeds of the sales used for
the benefit of the people had been in-
cluded in the seizure,

He thought there was no particular
harm in his naming this. Presi-
dent Taylor delivered into the
hands of the varieus Rishops
throughout this Territory a cer-
tain quantity of wheal and other
grain as trustee-in-trust. It amounted
to coneiderable; but atl this with the
other property was required at their
hamis. The authorities went to work
and had to give their notes to bbe
amount of about $300,000 in order to
eatisfly the government. hey atill
trusted in God; but it took some money
to discharge the jemands made upon
them. They had to borrow rome
money to meet those notes; and still
they owed something with regard to
them. .

President Woodruff alluded to the
many. thousands of dollars which it
bhad also been nDecessary for the
Church to expend In order to help the
people in some of the settlements, in
the erection of echool houses, meeting
houses, to supply the wnants of the
poor, ete.

What was the cause of this great
gathering of the people? he asked.
They heard the Goapel of Christ pro-
claimed by His 8ervants, and believed
it. They came to Zwon withou} coun-
gel from anybody, because they bad
the spirit of gathering within them,
and it was this that had made Utah
what she was today.

their pusition
history wag

Let them be patient, falthtul to their
covenants with God, full of charity
one towards another, and all would be
well. He counselsd them to go for-
ward in thegood work which they had
beguu, and they would assuredly con-

quer and overcoms the obstacles which'

beset their patl. God would be
pleased and soften the hearts of men
towards them; hundreds and thousands
would yet visit Utah, to behold the
work of the Latter-day Saints, and see
they were in earnest and meant what
they eaid. '

President George Q. Cnunon

said he rejoice] excewdingly in the
instructions which we had received
that day. He trasted that everyone
who bad atitended the Conference that
moruing and afternoon felt repaid for
the time spent there, and that this
would he the case as long as their Con-
ference ghould last. It wasagood thing
for them to withdraw from worldly
affairs for & short time on such occa-
sions, to come here, wait upon the
Lord and receive His Holy
Spirit. It would refresh and
revivify them, and they would
pursue their various avoealions with
increased zest when the Conference
was over., [na pecuniary sense. (oo,
they would lnse nothing by the time so
set apart.

They had been endeavoring ever
since they came to ihese valleys—
President Young, his counselors, the
twelve Apostles, and those who since
the death of some of their leadiug
men had occupied their places—to
convinge the Latter-day Saints that
the policy which Gol prompted them
to indicate to the people to pursue was
the true one, and the one which. in lbe
end, would result in great bepetfit and
proaperity to them, It was that they
ashould remain here in Utah instead of
yielding to temptations lo go where
the prospest seemed more alluring.
Especinlly was this the case in the
early days in regard to California, and
those who took the counsel of Presi-
dent Young in this matter had since
sech the wisdom tbhereof. It had hieen
so in other temporal things; but it_had
required faith on the part of the Suints
sometimes to believe that the coun-
el piven them by God’s servants
was the best. There had occasionally
seemed to be a conflict between the
counszel of their leaders and the inclin-
ations growig out of the traditions
of the people; but had the latter
pursued a conrre different to that
marked out they would never
bave prospered as they had. There
were now thousands of Latter-day
Baints, some of whom bad had an ex-
perience of forty-four years, since
coming to these valleys, who could
bear testimony to the fact that in
nearly every instance where Lthe people
had followed the counsel of God’s in-
spired servauts they had invariably
prospered and been blesswed, and that
where they had departed from it they
had lost net only In failh frequently,
but tinancially,

Referring to tie Lrrigation Congress
recantly held in this city, the speaker
remarke i that the universal testimony
of the many delegates who attended it
was as to tI}w prosperity of this people.
Every one of them whom he huad met

had spuken in terms of unstinted ad-

miration of the wisdom and success
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which bad ebaracterized t

ments and the building ES :ft:g,‘f;
Territory. Those gentiemepn Rity-
ally admitted that they hagd profited
by what they had seen in operation
here, and had returned to their respac.
tive homes deeply impressed wity p:he
value of the lesson they had learned
They called it an “object lesson »
There had been no greag mouopoliz'a-
tion of lani and water here, ng was the
case e'sew here-—-men Luhing up large
tracts and oceupying them to the exclﬁ.
sion of honest settlers; and in ng other
part of this great continent did the poor
man enjoy such facilities ap P

nities as in Utab Teritory. oﬁgmlfil:;
not believe there wuas another place in

this broad country where,ip pr 5
to the population, so ma’ny [[;:[Em;g;?-
pied their own homes. The testimo.
ny of visitors concerning what the
saw here 18 the beginning of thﬁ
end—the beginning of that whigh
the servanmts of God had foretold
and the Prophets bhad Predicted gon-
cerning Zion. President Cuanngp mgn.
tioned also the abundance of free watg
for the use of the people, apg Baié
it was their privilege to continye under
these favorable conditions i the
would. If the people would take thy
course pointed out to thein by GOS
through His servants they woyly see
yet grander resulis in these maggrs
President Woodruft had made men-
tion of the expenses whigh they, ua a
Church, bad had to bear; but thyy hal
been growing in wealth aj] the{imu
notwithstanding the trials ang yerse.
cutions which they had had to enpdu re
They did not seem like persecution
now, and he had no words of reproach
nor condemnation 1o utter. 'Tpg Liord
hail overruled thew tor yood, apd
such would be the caseto the e[’ui
The speaker next touched upon- the
great changes which had taken place
of late years in this Territory, particu-
tarly in this city, Ogden and ip this
county, and said there woulq probably
extend to other counties. ’
He had a great desire in hig hewct at
this Conference to impress upon the

Latter-day Saints the j
of © taking steps ioukilt;(;rmn::
the permanent relief  of the

needy or destitute in our midst, that in
our prosperity we might not forset the
Liord’s posr. We were Very li-kel_v to
have an inclement winter, ang there-
for out of uurélu bstance we shnuld see
that none of God’s greatu -

for food or shelter. Fos waniel

After a parenthetical referepee to the
marvelous productiveness of [Jiah’s -
8oil, President Cennon said if wnas
their duty as a people to sp organize
that the puor in thelrmidst who needed
help should have their wants relieved.
Bishops and others in autherity
should see to it; but while doing this,
care should be taken to prevent the
abuse of charity, and the indglent from
taking advantage of it, All men should
work tothe extent of their ability and
not live in indolenvce. He bespught
the Latter-day Baints to impress upon
the minds of their children ihat all
labor was honorable. They had some-
thines heen criticised because they had
speilk <0 much mo..ey in the bujlding
of ternples and meeting houees, and
raople had said if they had erected col-
eves instead it would huve been better.
He bLelieved that the resuits would
prove the wisdom of the course that



