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this valley in 1847 they tonfou ridnd it a bar-
ren desert without a single mark of
the anglo saxon race the latter
day saints upon their arrival dereadthere
to work and did the bestbeat they could to
change its condition they plowed
planted and watered the ground built
cabins and other habitations and so
went on until that tabernacle the
temple adjoining it and three other
temples were reared in the midst of
the people it had taken millions of
dollars to10 rear these holy places and
he asked who had to do it why the
leaders and elders in israel the lat
ter day saints the relief societies
and the women of zion all had con-
tributedtri buted of their substance which god
had given them did they call upon
their enemies those who were
opposed to them and seeking their
destruction to help them in their
work no and they would notdot have
responded if they had was it wrong for
the latter day saints to engage in
these things it was not they could
not carry out the purposes of almighty
god unless they did

he would say before the lord that
he believed in his heart there was not
one among the presidency of this
church or among the twelve apostles
but who if required to do so would lay
down his life willingly for the Go
sake moreover there were thousands
among this people who would be ready
to do the same of course we should
not set our hearts upon the things of
this world nor suffer them to turn us
from our duties

with regard to their position
temporally their history was
before the whole world the united
states government required their
property what was called church
property and receivers were appointed
to take it they delivered it up to
them according to their demands and
proDpropertyerty that had already been sold
and the proceeds of the sales used for
the benefit of the people had been in-
cluded in the seizure

he thought there was no particular
harmbarm in his naming this presi-
dent taylor delivered into the
handsbands of the various bishops
throughout this territory a cer-
tain quantity of wwheatbest and other
grain as trustee in trust it amounted
to considerable but all this with the
other property was required at their
handsbands therho authorities went to work
and hadbad to give their notes to khebhe
amount of about in order to
satisfy the government n hey still
trusted in googod but it took some money
to discharge the demands made upon
them they had to borrow some
money to meet those noties aud still
they owed something with regard to
them

president woodruff alluded to the
many thousands of dollars which it
hadbad also been necessary for the
church to expend in order to help the
people in some of the settlements in
the erection of school housesbouses meeting
houses to supply the wants of the
poor etc

what was the cause of this great
gathering of the people he asked
they heardboard the Gospel of christ pro-
claimed by his servants and believed
it they came to zion walthouwithout coun-
sel from anybody because they hadbad
the spirit of gathering within them
and it was this that had made utah
what she was today

let them be patient faithfulitoto their
covenantscovenant with god full of charity
one towards another and all would be
well he counseled them to go for-
ward in thetherodgood work which they had
begue and they would assuredly con-
quer and overcomeovercome the obstacles which
beset their path god would be
pleased and soften the hearts of men
towards them hundreds and thousands
would yet visit utah to behold the
work of the latter day saintsSaintsandand see
they were in earnest and meant whwhatt
they saidpaid

president georgegeorfe Q cannon
said he rejoice J exceedingly in the
instructions which we had received
that day he trusted that everyone
who hadbad attended the conference that
morning and afternoon repaid for
the time spent there and that this
would be the case as long as their con-
ference last it was a good thing
for them to withdraw from worldly
affairs for a short time on such boccocca-
sions to come here wait upon the
lord and receive his holy
spirit it would refresh and
revivify them and they would
pursue their various avocations with
increased zest when the conference
was over inain a pecuniary sense too
they would lose1080 nothing by the time so
set

they had been endeavoring ever
since they came to these valleys
president young his counselors the
twelve apostles and those who since
the death of some of their leading
men had occupied their places to
convince the latter day saints that
the policy which gojgod prompted them
to indicate to the people to pursue was
the true one and the one which in the
end would result in great benefit and
prosperity to them it was that they
should remain here in utah instead of
yielding to temptations to go where
the prospect seemed more alluring
Fspeciallyespecially was this the case in the
early days in regard to california and
those who took the counsel of presi-
dent young in this matter bad since
seen the wisdom thereof it had been
so in other temporal things but it had
required faith on the part of the saints
sometimes to believe that the coun
eel given them by godsgoda servants
was the best there had occasionally
seemed to be a conflict between the
counsel of their leaders and the inclin-
ations growing out of the traditions
of the people but bad the latter
pursued a course different to that
marked out they would never
have proprospered asaa they oadhad there
were now thousands of latter day
saints some of whom had had in ex-
perienceperienceeuce of forty four years since
coming to these valleys who could
bear testimony to the fact that in
nearly every instance where the people
had followed the counsel of gods in-
spired servants they had invariably
prospered and been blessed and that
where they had departed from it they
had lost not only in faith frequently
but financially

referring to the irrigation congress
recently heldhela in this city the speaker
remarked that the universal testimony
of the many delegates who attended it
was as to the prosperity of this people
every one of them whom he hadbad met
had spoken in terms of unstinted ad-
mirationmi ration of the wisdom and success

which had characterized the settle-ments and the building up of thisterritory those gentgentlemenlemoi actu-
ally admitted that they had profited
by what they had seen in operation
here and had returned to their respec-
tive homes deeply impressed with thevalue of the lesson they had learnedthey called it an object lesson vy

there had been no great monopolizelizationalon of land and water here as was thecasecame eleew here men taking up largetracts and acouoccupyingayt dg them to the exclu-sion of honestho nest settlers and in no otherpart of this great continent did the poor
man enjoy such facilities and opportu-
nities as in utah territory he didnot believe there was another place itinthis broad country wherein proportionto the population so many men occu-
pied their own homes the testestimo-ny of visitors concerning what theysaw here is the beginning of theend the beginning of that whichthe servants of god had foretoldand the prophets had predicted con-cerning on r

zion president cannon men-
tioned also the abundance of free waterfor the use of the people and saidit was their privilege to continue underthese favorable conditions if thywould if the people would take thecourse pointed out to themthelia by god
ththroughrough his servants they would seeyet grander results in thesetheme matterspresident
tion of the expenses which they as achurch had had to bear but theyI
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hadbeen growing in wealth all the timenotwithstanding tao9 trials and perseperes
cautions which they had had to endurethey did not seem like persecution
now and be had no wordsworda of reproachnor condemnation to utter the lordhad overruled them for good andsuch would be the case to the endthe speaker next touched upon thegreat changes which had taken placeolaceof late years in this territory particu-larly in this city ogden and laIQ thiscacountyanty and saidmid these would probably
extend to other counties

he had a great desire in his heart at
this conference to impress upon thelatter day saints the importance
of taking steps looking to
the permanent relief of theneedy or destitute in our midst that inour prosperity we might not foret thelords poor we were very likely to
have an inclement winter andout of our substance we should see
that none of godsgoda creatures wanted
for food or shelter

after a parentheticaledical reference to the
marvelous productiveness of 11

soil president cannon said it was
their duty as a people tto0 so80 orgorganizeanisethat the poor in their midst abo needed
help should have their wants relieved
bishops and others in auauthoritythority
should see to it but while doing thle
care should be taken to prevent the
abuse of charity and the iuindolentdolent from
taking advantageadvantage of it all men should
work to the extent of their ability and
not live in indolence he besought
the latter day saints to impress upon
the minds of their children that all
labor was honorable they bad somedome
til n criticisedcriticized because they hajhad

much moley in the building
of temples and meetmeetinginic houses aulaal 1

people hadbad said if they had erected col
leges instead it would have been better
he believed that the results would i

prove the willom of the course that


