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THE LONG FIRM

talktaikklel about italian brnbribrigandebrigandsgandsands sir
snutsautt ni lieluekeenreenbooking gentlgentleeulanculanliiiiian to me asis

minisitting before the fire of a compCXyi I1 room ihin tilethe midland cocountuntiesleoleg

wilywhy I1 tell you they areirelre not half as
dangerous as somesomo english scoundrels I1
bnoknoknockiK 17 1v
7 JDmeedMoed saidII1 wondering what
adventure behe yasyasvas going to relate

woiwo sir 1I replied he with a shake of
hlsheadahead 119 I know a set of scoundrels

jhosho prey upon the public and
moremoro ttheho lawair cant touch em sir
they are safe sh from allali penaltiesancialli

1davehaveaveaa patentright to rob sisirr and
a state of things is a disgrace to

usum 4 f
I1 1I wilbesconfesss I1 was puzzled as to the
meantinhrinhnishis of my friend and chinkirthinkingig ilehe
watsiam uttering a parable in which hotel
keepers formed thetile subject I1 gave a
nadnod of dubious acquiescence
edidwadid you ever nearhear tell of the loll1011lonzlong

hirhinhinnibarniiviamiVBirirmni lie askedkedled in a manner whichwhiell 1I1
soon lead to the solution of

1113y doubtsydno saidcaid I1 I1 who arearc they what is
their Pubusiness where are they located
ahserallailaliAh sirgir said liehe 1I seeee you are nnotot
inid tilotile commercialail line else you would

about them their
husbusbusinessss sir isitoisato rob and plunder the
publicnig and thatheyey do ititi too in findfine stylestylo

mudand manage to keepkee out of the juristic
iron of the policeome 11

ii butnutBu t why arearie they called the long
infirmIfirm said I1 rather more curious to
lenow the history of their name and of
theirr depredationsmlwilywils I1 think it isii 11 replied tilethe

i commercialfiferelalcial because there is such a
i nber of them in partnership half
tathe0 rogues inili the kingdom belong it

t it may bobe becausebecause they havehavejonglongiong
I1 adsds okor because ttheyhey ought tollto haveave
ag purses though by thetile way illymy

WWcc showshows that they are a set of01

thef protestest devils under tilethe sun
z erh then rejoined I1 you have

ormeomme personal experience atlleof the firmFirm
I1 havellave was the reply

ITthoughI1 i foror tilethe matter of that mylyexex

driengrienperlporienceeneeee did not arise from a personal
loss butdu fromfroma a
andaud iadird ouid really imaoto hear tile

katyy of it I1 will tell it yousou with
aeoaroI1
cilillelsuebisueplsuisulsueC 1

ay 0 this oheroner so willingly made I1
iadbadlyladA I1ly assenteddented and after a preliminary

puliii11flEm illhis cigarelgar my commercial friend
in tilethe manner of all story

igorsmrs by a reference to a time long
t

tit 1111 4Pabout sixbix years since I1 I1 liehe said I1 be
csaralmy iffy experience of the long firm I1

aftaffaattd to this day I1 have refreshed myilly
jory and my knowledge by adding

every little trace of the firmsil
0 aulonaction that I1 could lay illymy hands onsasix irist singe however a friend of

mmeame 34wholioiio livea a little NN

still
I1aya I1 out of lolllon

dpn and inidlladlaid I1 believe still has setter
whichwhich liehe is proud advertised

matthat liehe had a couple of prime bred lunsuns
nathienoifoifaiefale their pedigree was undoubt-
edlyadl good they had been shot over
and proved to be cracks they wwereere tip-
top color and spots were nirfirstrate but
helie hafihaft noilo use for them at that time and
he advertised them for salegalegaieinie pricecc 20

ithathmith a guarantee next post after the
advertisement traveled down into the
province came a leter frain cotton
chester wethe gentleman who wrote the
jetterletter spelllveryiveryvery correctly neith-
ercervuswas hisbis communication1 written iff a
witlessbusiness style but it looked like a coun-
trytry gentlemans fist like in fact as if

bitgititit had been writtenaritteil by fta man whowiio was
anderamdor of shooting than of readingadinire and

iNT ii good dogs than either yondsend
tttp6youroi dodogsS downown says lie to suell
adduchandaudsuehsuch a station and I1 will have myiny
maltmait waiting for cmem 1 he went on to
way mat he had often been disappointed
r y buying dogsdo liehe never ssawaw otherwiseiselse
lie would send a cheque at once but the
moment he approved 1I
bevie saidsald he would endaud off thetile money
andd gladly add all expenses into thetile
bargain

but I saidsald I1 it did your friend really
frust4trustrust a man heh0 had never
hihl letter itself was such a bad certifi-
cate of character I1 would at once bhaveave
setidt itft down as of
of V i 4 j iif

you would have done nothingg of the
sortfortsortrort 11 said liehe rather sharply myimy

friend was as knowing a fellow as ever
breathed and holie fancied tilethe letterlette melt
of the country squire all over and to
tell the truth so iidilddidlid 1I for I1 savsaw it

ay ay 11 saidsald 1 ones always wisviswise
afterI1 the eventaventi I1 knew what was com-
ing

I1
you see I1 was anticipating your

vexation but go oilon with your story I1
wont interrupt you again

well sir the long uldwidand the short of
it is he sent his beauties by rail and
paid thetile carriage too they cerediwere di-
rected I1 think to john harrison esq
of susuchsueheilell and such a road old hall and
no doubt my mailman himself was wait-
ing for them for my friend subsequent-
lyal ilearnedearned that a greasy fellow came
andad asked for the dogsdoga and took them
WEoft well tilethe next post came but no
cilellclicqueaque came iavith it nor with the next
normor tilethe next nor indeed for one or two
more then my friend looked serious
and he wrote down to the superinten-
dent of detectives telling him the story
andind asking for information cintliin thislisullin
ststanftiiceeeliecelielielle lladlindlidid not to wait for moremor ethanthan
anotherruether postlost for anall answer was return-
ed immediately and a very brief one it
was it merely said if you value
your dogs come down and look after
them the writer added he would lend
every assistance iliin hisills power to recover
them myilly friend was really as much
annoyannosannoyededatat being imposed upon as liehe
waswasatat losing his dogs and he set
same day he received hisliis letter well
sirbir the detective sergeant took him to
thetho old hall which lie found to be a
corhousecowhouse with a slit in the door for
letters left by the postman but strange
to say known by ththec name of ththec
old hall throughout the neighborhood
you seesec there waswaswaa no deceit there nor

I1 was thereintherethore in the name of the man who
inhabited it 11

but did your frifriend1end get his dogs or
see thetile fine bluff old country gentlegentie
11manianlan wiowiio brought themthel 11 said LI1

olloil yesves 11 answeredansaniseredvered illymy informant
11lieiioe saw tilethemm both antiand got thetile dodogs0
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back again after paying as muelmuch lawayaway
in expenses as holie offered to sell them
for nismy friend laughed many aafifebilile
afterwards at thetile adaikventuresgiltureshehe under-
wentwen tandand lie say to me that lie
thought0 lie nearly got baekback his moneys
worth iliin nunfun andin 1 l experience of life
you may be sure it at the old
hall where thetile dodogs werewore I1pickeddecked lipup
nor was it till after a little search that
the dogs could be found the detective
was a smart fellofeliofellow and a very courte-
ous one too and hehie took a greatreat deal of
trouble to set my frifriendsends mind at case
and to I1findiidildlid illliihisSnydogs011s ilehe kneknewv all thetile
hauntshallit of the Long Firm and he led my

i

friend to tiletiie queerest places in the
world but tilethe country squire could not
bode found atAtIasatlaslastfc they were turning0
Aliarhilarply roundrouililaflaa corner butof a not
very wholesome street when the detec-
tive stumbled against a redrod nosed inmaain
who was smoking a short pipepip fandluid al-
most knocked liimhim down red nose
was uttering a growl when helie caught a
fair view of thetile detective and illshis sav-
ageage look changed to a smile directdirectlyIv

mr grabbertuberabber 1 saysayst berbeihe you nearly
knockeknockedd meinc down there

hallohailo tizzy answered the detecdetoe
tivefive 1 I R I1I1 0Y T azy mhd tue TMindandfriend sna witla urbessraesTrAM
we have been looking for you for two
days you dont rent the old hall
ilowitnow

sometimes mr grabbergribber I1 do I1 re-
plied tiothe red nosed mailinan but I1 only
occupy letas adouna countryloryitry maullonnianman ilonllon 1

1 44 just to get thetiie freshfires11 air sometimesometimes
eilell tizzy 1inquiredI1 thetile detectiveelieilwellweilell now loolookk here continued he I1
want a pair of setter dogs and you must
let us have them in nivefivenivefive iniminutes or ill
lock yoyou11 up

youre rather sharp NT rabberbabber t

said the red vienvlennose e I1 y 1 wvicendoucn you
know you cc me longerger thanallail
ttootil ir tow inmorningani I1 butbilt to tell you the
t il I1 getet shu of the dogs at
all and if your friend hhere whowiio I1 think
once belonged to tiletiiethem will stand a
quart helie shall have them in ten min-
utes

wellweil 11 said 1I thoroughly amused
wfilill liiilithe narration what iidildliddid your
friend say to that proposal

why lie laughed heartily at it said
ilgh would stand thetile quart and at once

ibale the red noseilose lead the way you
1 see sir 11 aidsaids the commercial in anexan ex
placatoryplan atory sort of manner there waiwakwas

something so ludicrous in the whole
transaction that illymy friend
help laughing in spite of his vexation
the idea odtheof the old country squire turn-
ingin out to bobe a shabby greasy dirty
loafer was funny enough but the idea
of a thief offering for a quart of beer to
give up to a policeman the property
whichchicI1 had been stolen was still funni-
er 11 I1

well it was ludicrousI1 enough 11 re-
turned I1 itbut I1 think I1 should havehavot
been inclined to box the fellows cars or
give him into custodyyou are wrong again sir replied
my informant and I1 can see plainly
enough you are not a manmail of the world
if you had boxed tiletiie fellows ears liehe
would have been discharged tilethe next
morning because the transaction was
businesslikebusiness likeilke and so far above board
and if you had put him into tilethe county
court you would only have thrown
good0d money after bad as the saying is50so0 my friend took the easier course
he went and stood a ququartart of beer in a
low public house which smelt strong-
ly otof tobacco and bad sewage and there
liehe found hisills dogs they had been tied
uplip in a cellar and the poor brutes look-
ed as if they fladfiadhad never tasted a bite of
food since they leffchis hands

and so your friend could do noth-
ing said 1I beginningto feel therether ewaswas
insuperable difficulty in the case

nothing whatever ejaculated the
commercial he lost money as it was
and he had to lose more money
and time by pursuing tizzy into a small
debts court

well that is truly an interesting ad-
venture said 1I afterartera a moments con-
sideration and finely illustrative of
the legal roguery that our law allows
but have you any other experience of
the long firm

oh yes rejoined my informant
gigladgiadad to have an opportunity to tell all
he knew the next case comescornea within
myilly own experience though as iboldtold
youoil before I1 was only inili it as an agentI1I1 was toofoo sharp to be done by those ras-
cals this was the way I1 got into it 1I
was in the north on one of my journeys
and in a mixed company I1 chanced to
relate the very story 1 haveave now told
you by jove I1 says one gentleman illin
coinacompanyanyans 1I believe these fellows have
done me out of twenty five pounds

g indeed said 1I andland ilowhow have you
been flat enough to trust them

f olitoh 1 he said 1I suppose illin
way that your friend with thetile dogs didayyouau seeeel I1 published a series of valua-
ble engineengineeringcrlcri n plans sometimesome jimetime ago
and of coursecourso I1 advertised them about
three months sineosince I1 got a very well
written letter fromfroin one john peekfeek I1
think the name was but I1 the
letter just now requesting me to sendbend a
set of ththe flailsplailsalis and ideitehe would send me
a checkchech by return of post never for a
moment didaid I1 imagine that any rogue
could make money out of mymy planpiansaudsaydsaud
as the sale was rather slow I1 was deuc-
ed glad to get rid of a set of them af-
ter I1 sent them away I1 waited a week
for my cheekcheckbutrbuttbut it did not i come and

me I1 have wrwrittenitten lwiewiiwic
everyeverk weel threatening a county couconcourt
sunsummonsinions but never a scrap have I1 re-
ceived 1

a well but I1 interrupted that
was a fuyifunnyny venturoventure fora e to tomakemake
what eoulacould they do with akt set of plans
but tear them tipup to light their pipes
VIUM apilanilanilia4 in these laysdays of cheap
newspapers they be hard
for spills

you see conti the comeomaliailall is firt ML goes into theirnet
I1
perd leyicy wanted to keep

ln S perhaps they had a euscus
tomer lorfor theme plans butDUI DCbe thatmat as it
may tiiethe plans never saw the light of
dday againa I1nagagilenthen you failed to trace theinthem in
anyany way I1 asked 1

neverNever found a trace of them again
replied the narrator 1I told tilethe gen-
tleman I1 was going south and if liehe
chose I1 would make some inquiry af-
ter hislifs plans andanti take boinaboffie trouble to
find out what became of them lleile1he10 ac-
cepted my ommeroffer directly and vilenwhen I1
got to I1 put myself asans

they say on thetile continent in commu-
nicationni with the authorities I1in the
first place however I1 called aiir tilethe
house where john peek esq was sup-
posed totd live and found it a decent

looking place illin a fafourtharth 0orr fifth ratorate
street it was a quiet iod
with two or three quiet public houses
dotted around at intervals A
dirty old woman came to the door v henheyl
I1 knocked and to myray question if mr
peek lived elierethere sheslie replied by anoche r
question asking meinc if I1 was tilethe gc
man who came from dublin oil ho1 0
thought 1I heresheros another plant and af-
ter a momemomentslits hesitation I1 said yeyes
the moments hesitation put her on
her guard I1mrnr peekpeck she said laiiallalgone from there some time since hohe
had a warehouse somewhere in thethee cityeityty
but where etwasit was slieshe could not tell nor
could she tell me where I1 could get the
desired information well you qsee I1
was thrown on my beam enuends I1 might
as well look for a needle in a bundle of
haya as farmrforfon mr peek in cottonchesterazand so I1 thought I1 would try another
tack I1 recollected I1 had a friend ih
the eitciteitycityy who had momEomsomethingething to do with
corporation accounts and I1 went off di-
rect to him

how are you mr brown said liehe
thetile moment liehe saw me and there waswaaI1an air of suspicionI1 1inn his face when he
accosted me what wind has blown you
here

wilywhy said 1I 1I1 half suspect youyon
know my message because you seesec
explained tilethe commercial therothere was a
sly twinkle in illshis eye andhild liehe was a
shrewd fellow was mr catty

well iamlantlam gladgiadiadlad to see you cheth
i er I1 am right or wrong in my surmisess 1

said liehe but lets have your tory at
once ljjjit qwhyV ly 1 said 1I a friend of mimmillee has
been fool enough to trust a mrlur
peek Jr

11 aliah haehavha mr catty laughed out
heartily the long firm I1 see aliah
I1 suspected as much

ajcouseeyou see sir exclaimedexclaimpid the corncora
mercial bovhovhowbow beadilreadily liehe ame so I1
told hint the story aas briefly as I1 could
and asked for his advice

1I can give you a note to the super-
intendentin of detectives answered mr
catty andland I1 anzureaniam sureure liehe will doalldo allali in
his power to helpheip you perhaps youyonou
might manage to get bholdhoidoldoid of the plans
again always supposing you can find
out mr peeks 1 I warehouse 11 but I1 sus-
pect they havellave beenlieen sold for wastee rap
per before ththisis

but blessiebles mr catycats said I1
how do you sharp r fel-

lows allow such a state of things dg
you

well said ilehe laughingly if wowe
had a little bit of despotism herchereuerC 3youou
know we might hang themteem or ddononii
them or perhaps imprison th ni for
lifeilfe but unfortunately our hwh wa are
very comprehensive and tile TElegaligealgaigal ad
vlot of the long firm malliesmallman to
keep himself within their limits

what I1 said 1I in honorhorror havo
they reallyreally a legal adviser

1 ayav 1aldsaldoaidaidsaid mr catty coolly laa I1lriirir
ken down attorney whooliogilo ia really me
soul of the firm I1 believebelleebeibel ieelee helie added
he was once a respectable moanroanin allali but that
isais a long time since and Mshis earcarcarberiscareencareerceriseerisis
one of tilethe romances of tlthieverydevery

then they are of longiong stanlistandingfini
ejaculated I1L

so long have theytiley carried on
practices replied mr catty ithna
astonished their liandi
familiar ovoverr thethothfl notriot ats1 4

5 e country as t hoileVfaceaoof a
a iperalperlpL err I1 tell bodou sir ag

i bbelievebelleveleve they have stolen or
conveyedconvey edly as tilethe wise Ccailcallallill it everyever

mortal tilingthing but a white elephanteleeiepliant a
black one I1 believe they acnelone had but
this is their position they get holdbold otjr
tilethe newspapers andind con overoven t ad-
vertisementsverti with the greatestpea tae st care for
almost everything of which money eancan
benibenlbeniadesbe madeade they send an order andacaand scarce-
ly

ree-
ly fa dayillyI1 passes without oneoner or two suc-
cessful replies you see the transactiontran artionFaction
is a business matter they give ilianlri or-
der with a name and address so0 o near to
tilothe truth that little legal subtlety isisacre 1

buird to make the anair tilethe mostmot hon-
est in thetile world to all appearappearanceaneanc then
aa you may be sure thetile rascals are not
worth the powder and shot
would bring them down by ofor
law publicity sir and greatergreter cautionIU t ioriloll
on the part of the business public anart
tilethe only means these follows
into honestyli
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