
THE DESERET
THE SPENCER CASE

following is an account of the
proceedings in the trial of howardvU spencerneer charged with murder
aichmch took place may 7 after the

of our last report
STEPHEN TAYLOR

as called to the witness stand he
testified I1 live in salt lake coun-
tyty and have lived in utah since
1848w in 18691859 1I was a member of the
vice force of this city have known
11howardMOWard spencer since 1849 hadbad
irownjovn him quite intimately beforebefore
1859tata 1I s tw him in augustst
1859bows 1I believe or at least about that
timetima ewhenwhen I1 had a conversation
idithth him in reference to sergeantjkft at the time of the conversa
tiolaon pike was in this city he had
not been here very long the con-
versation I1 had with spencer was
to0o the effect that he had better not
beet sergeant pike that he felt
cherewre would not be justice done10 the matter I1 told him he had
battiater wait and see what the
courteurt did in the matter and he
finallyanally saldsaid ill seeee about it this

s on the same day that the shoot
8 occurred in the morning I1
ink he was not armed at the time
think he was somewhat nervous

feltedcited and flurried at the time as
thoughhough his passion was working udup-

on him I1 next saw spencer later inan
theu day about two or three hours

dorwardafterwardtorward I1 think he was crossing
uinain street going from east to

westt he was about one hundred
yardsyda away from me and he hdhad
whataaa I1 took to be a pistol in his
bandad that was after I1 heard a shot
firedte after hearing the report of the
ASOawl I1 saw considerable of a tumult
audud several people sosoldiersidlers and
citizens followed him with pistols
ieatt their hands and crying for some-
one to stop him spencer ran

roughiralnu h the block on the west side
of01 main street we started in
ruittilt and traced the fugitive
gur or five blonks but failed
toto ietet sight of him we met a party
qulot then came back T do not know
loww long it was after that until pike

ft I1 diddi notdot seebee him tokentaken away
arora the salt lake house I1 do not

member seeing alma williams ontae aayaay of the shooting but I1 did
george it was

8 to the time spencer ran acrosstheae street I1 saw bill hickman the
atle day after I1 had the conversa
uon spencer jace luce was

present that I1 inowknow of
0 o mr brown I1 should say therebete about twelve or fourteen men

4 street when the shooting oc
stirredgarred
on

from six to twelve had pis-
tols in their handstandhandshandsandnd were in pura
1jtt of the man I1 took for spencer
inila

was notna an amonuncommon thing
r those days to see menononm theae streets with pistols intheiria hands I1 talked with 8spencern er

1
thatoat day on second south gastreettree t

hardly tell you how the con
bbegan but I1 thlikthink I1 began

2 I1 told dehmm john Y green hadjedhe
d me to fseejee him and ask that

kJshouldhould not see pike spencers
gdlead was in ha bad condition att that
tos it had healed up somesome abutbut itstearance showed that hhe had re

JW

a heavy blow he appeared
to me to be excited which had been
caused by me brosbroachingebing the subject
of his injuries to him I1 have known
spencer for many years his general
nature was anything but excitable I1I1 should judge his excitability was
caused by the demented condition
that he was left in and the idea
that he would not receive justice or
that pike would not be punished for
the injury done him

WM ALVAALMA WILLIAMSNnLLIAMS

testifiedstilledte I1 have known the de
fen lafit since 18641854 remember ser-
geant pike being brought here for
trial do not remember the time but
it was when corn had got pretty
high when I1 first saw pike he was
up stairs in the old salt lake house
lying on a bed he was wounded or
said to be he was a very sick man I1
heard the report of the pistol I1 was
on the west side of the street and
about tenorten or flaftan paces north of
the salt lake house when I1 heard
the report I1 turned around and kwsaw
a knot of men gather in front of the
salt lake house and also a num-
ber crossing the street eight or ten
men were running west and when
they struck the outer edge of the
sidewalk the crowd stopped and
one man kept on going I1 followed
him to arrest him and went several
blocks the man had something in
his hand I1 do not remember what
it looked like once when I1 got into
the lot I1 got almost close enough to
grab himihim but I1 I1 had a re-
volver I1 saw bill 4Hick ruan that
day I1 lost the man I1 was chasingchasin
in a corn patchatch I1 saw pike after fI1
came bacback he seemed to be in con-
siderablesiderable agony

to mr young at the time of
the occurrence I1 was acting bailiff
and also deputy united states mar-
shal there was nothing particular-
ly remarkable about my seeing bill
hickman he was on the street
quite frequently at all times HIhickck
mans name was never connected
with the homicide so far as I1 know
I1 understood that pike lived about
24 hours only after he was shot

WM APPLEBY

testified I1 have lived here since
october 1849 1I know alma will-
iams remember the time pike was
killed in 1859 1I saw two
awl took to be howard spencer and
alma williams on that dayclay I1 was
on the second block west of the salt
lake house both men were run-
ning those were the only men I1
saw they passed me within about
three rods I1 formed the conclusion
in my own mind that the men run-
ningii I1n were williams and spencer
butI1 am not certain of it

to mr brown I1 did not hhearear
either of the men say anything as
they pawedpassed me they were three or
four paces or three or four rods
apart

HENRY HEATH

testified I1 have lived here forty
two years and am somewhat ac-
quaintedquainted with the defendant I1
heard the shot fired on the day in
questionestion when I1 was standing near
jennings corner I1 turned around
and saw the crowd when I1 got to
where the man was injuredinjured I1 heard

them say it was sergeant pike I1
did not know any of the people who
were rushinrushing across the street I1
have alwaysUbeenn under the impres-
sion that pike died within about
twenty four hours after he was shot

to mr brown I1 should say there
were at least people on the street4
some twelve or fifteen had their pis-
tols

is
drawn and there was consileconsider-

able
r

excitement
LEM DANIELS

testified I1 live at echo Cidcanyonnyon I1
used to know howardspencer and
am acquainted with george

I1 have known both since I1 first
came to the teriterritoryatory I1 remember
the circumstance of ibethe killing of a
man known as sergeant pike I1 do
not know that I1 ever saw hjhm I1
was on the opposite side of the
street when my attention was at

by a crowd of five soldiers
going up the street a man went upu
and spoke

uge to them oneane stopped andang
the others went on a few words
passedpred when the man drew a pistol
aandd fired the soldier staggered and
fell and the man who did the shoot-
ing turned and walked a short dis-
tance when hebe started to run some
soldiers followed him

mr peters to the bestbeat of your
knowledge who was it fired the
shot

witness to the best of my
knowledge I1 dont know who it
was I1 was not able to recognize
him he had the revolver in his
hand when he went across the
street heranhe ran through an alleywayalley way
west the soldiers were gling up the
street when I1 firstnawfirst saw them

HENRYHENBY GUSHINGCUSHING

testified in 1859 my was
located aboutseventy five feet south
of the salt lake house knew a man
who was known to the community
as howard spencer was also ac-
quaintedquainted with george
bill hickman and jason luce re-
member the killing of sergeant
pike I1 saw hickmanHickkmapmafi
luce and spencer together on the
morning of the shooting they were

I1 behind my shopsho examining pistols
each one bathad a gun

examined his and gave
it to spencer it looked to me
like a colts revolver they
were together probably fideor ten
minutes and all went away at the
same time about an hourafterward
I1 heard a pistol shot I1 looked up
and saw spencer going across the
street accompanied by jace luce
and bill hickman they were cryingc i

out at the top of their voice I1 zingkeepbeep
back IIIIH drop him spencer was
running in advance across the street
some soldiers ran after them also
with pistols drawn spencer ran
through martins alleyway there
was only one shot furedy hickman
and luce were talking to tibecrowd
I1 suppose

to mr sheeks I1 think hickman
had two revolvers when the ex-
amination was made in the rear of
the store

mr sheeks was it anything very
unusual to see wenmen looking at their
pistols or examining them

witness botot in those
ly everybody carried apistol in those


