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INDIAN TERRITORY MISSION

LETTRELETTER IXII
ST JOHN

september
the saints and elders were gather-

ing to st john prior to the arrival of
ader andrew kimball and party
iromfrom utah elderseldera wm D bowring
and alvinalvan A beesley navehave been re-
leased from theirheir former goldfield to travel
tola the nownew conference they had
been joinedvoided by brosbroe P H margettsMargettc
aindnd A N wallace and all were onOB

their way to our future field of labor
arriving at kansas we
were struck with the simil larity be-
tween this little city and home torfor on
each sideaide of the streets a row of shade
tresstrees could be seen for miles the
streets are alsoalio wide and improved
presenting a pleasing appearance to
visitors

on entering the train at 1010 pm
bound lorfor st john we were agreeably
surprised to find our utah party on the

sameame oarcar after a years separation
from our friendsfrienda it was a pleasurepleaaure to
abade handabands with someome one justjuet from
zion A ride of two hourshoura brought us
to our destination where browbros lyon
and coolbear awaited our arrival
the partypany went immediately to our
nownew house of worship which stands as
a monument to the untiring efforts of
aldera lyon Coolcoolbearboar davitDAVIS and AEac
derson it toia on a beautiful of
land overlooking all stafford county

for many days the hospitable people
of ststjohnjohn hadbad been awaiting our ar-
rival so10 brother cool bear had UGno diffi-
culty findingbinding accommodations for

tired and weary missionaries
ouon the afternoon of saturday sapt
hb we held a priesthood meeting
manydany institutions were given and re-
ports

re-
port made and elders AN wallace
D W coolbearGool bear and A H davis re-
leased to return home it was
thatthag hereafter there will be no presid-
ing elder here but elder W D
boring will act as secretary and as-
sistant president of the mission

at 8 v in a general meeting of the
churchchurell members was holdheld there
were on the stand eighteen elders
immfrom utah besides elders edward
ifstevenson and A kimball and four
josal elders

sunday morning sept jtb the
elders and friends of st john num-
bering about met and under the
direction of brother kimball organ-
ized a sabbath school withjtb officers
and teachers an informal meeting
waswaa gone through with and service
was closed till 2 pm

jong before the appointed hour the
house was crowded to its utmost capac-
ity more chairs were brought from
tilethe adjoining building so that by 2
pm itIS was estimated that fully
had come to witness the dedicatory
services

elder coolbear called the assembly
to order and the choir consisting of
thirty three voices assisted by prof

kankaae P H margetts
lloilviolinistlat and fluor henryheary kirk man
organist sang the hymn this
househour we dedicate to thee 0

the opening prayer was by J 0
lyondijon the choir rendered porfor the
strength of the hills we bless theothee 9

brother coolbear waswaa the first
speaker he told of the erection of the

house ana of hisbis work in connection
with elders lyon davis and ander-
son alsoalio gave an account otof money
received and disbursed which
amounted to 1686 he closed by
thanking the people of st john for
their many setsaota of kindness to himself
and followfellow laborerslaborer

A mandolinmandolio and guitar selection
followed by brothers byron
and alvin beesleyBeenley

elder andrew kimball then arose
and offered a dedicatory prayer

although the hallball was packed al-
most to suffocation perfect order was
maintained throughout and a heartfelt

amen waswan detected from many not
of our falthfaith

oh my father thou that dael
lostleet was ungsung by elders samuel and
henry kirkman piP H margettsmargetti J
M fullmer audand alvin A beesleyBeealey

elder Steve Deon thenthan spoke and the
citizensci of st jotinjohn were promised rich
blessings and that they would never
regret the assistance rendered

A violin soloeolo by elder P H
margettsmargetti followed and waswa appreciated
by all

elder kimball spoke of thebe success
aoh levad by elderseldera lyon coolbearcool bear
davis and andersonAndenon and the saints
and their friendsfriende in st john and saidbald
kaunas would yet grow to be a great
mormon commonwealth it the citi-
zens of kansas would continuecoutinue in their
good work pprosperityrity would be
showeredbow ered upon them the words of

loging this land
the choir sangbang praise to the man

etc and benediction was pronounced
by elderbider A H davitdavis

although our beautiful little meet-
ing housebouse hasbaa the largest seating
capacity of any in the city of st john
it was found to be inadequate for the
crowds that gathered at night to learn
more of the latter day saintssainta owing
to this the enterprising cilcitizenszoua pro-
cured ibe large flop which hasbaa a
seatingheating capacity of seven hundred
people for us to hold our evening
session in

at 8 p m elder gooaeo W baker of
st john welcomed the people pre-
vious to brother stevenson commenc-
ing hlabig subject immediately after
the musical exercises the valuable and
interestinglog charts belonging tote eldereider
stevenson were produced and a more
instructive lecture or interesteded audi-
ence would be hardbard to find anywhere
for fully two hours his bearers were
heldbold spellbound drinking in every
word hebe uttered regarding that import-
ant subject the book olof mormon
many regretted his having to stopatop be-
fore finishing but owing to the late
hour he announced hebe would finish
the following evening in the same hallball

once more the good people of stbt
john stepped forth and selected from
one to four of our party to accompany
them home where they could partake
of a refreshing sleep before our next
daydaysdayaa gathering

at a m monday the musical
sound of the great bell warned all of
the approaching hour for our morning
session by pealing forth its notes to
the inhabitants otof the city numbering
about one thousand soulsour morning services were devoted
to the bearing of testimonies by the
follOWfollowingIDS elderselden J M fullmer J
M knight P H margetta charles
solomon and alvin A beesley

riderelder kimball followed giving an
interesting account of hisbic personal ex
parlanceper lences in the indianI1 ad tan territory mis-
sionlon in 1884 and 18861885
after appropriate singingringing elderjohn A eardley dismissed
immediately after the closing of the

morningsmorningsfl session our party were
happily thrown in contact with more
of the liberalitiesliberali ties otol our friendsfriende
A loleat number of vehicles were
at our disdisposal with guides who drove
usu to all the principal points of in-
terest and through their immense
fields of corn whose crops are second
to none lain the world during the
drive they were soBO impressed with the
subject olof irrigation practiced 0soo ucsue

ceiacosafully in utah that brothersbrothen
stevensonSteve naon and kimball were urged to
remain a day longer than they expect
ed and devote au evening to emigra-
tion to utah and wethe advantagesAdvant agoa of
irrigation IP

promptlyProm at 2 p in brother J Clyon presidentpreaident of the kansas uon
ereoleereo oe called me memaettriaettria to order

his wife daughter of the pioneer
arn H foster of wethe seventh ward
saltdalt lake city at the organ

singing81 aging prayer by elder W A
Bratbratholdol of st john singingal nging

elderBluer heberkieber C andersonanderaon gave some
olof hishia asan traveling eider
in the cherokee conference

elder AA H davisdavia who hadbad been
honorably releasedrelea abd to return home im-
mediately after conference addressed

eldereider JOJ 0 lyunlyon spoke briefly on
the firtfirst principlesprinciple of the gospel fol-
lowed by elderbider evanevaa evansonEva naon who
waswae unon his way for his second missionhe spoke very interestingly of hisbis first
missionmiaalon

brother george baker sr waswa
pleased beyond expression for the op-
portunityport unityalty of meeting with the elderselder
audand saints of iliahis own faith brother
baker was formerly a member of the

church bein led to this
section otor country by their leader
many years ago but has since united
in connection with his family with our
people

singing prayer by elder alvin A
beesleyBeeeley

by 8 pm the large pavilion
was seated with expectant
listeners eager to hearbear more of our doc-
trine after toethe usual exercises of
inglinging aniland prayer brother A H

davisdavia presidingpreRiding elderbider stevenson
dwelt for a haltball hur on the subject of
the previouspre night vizdixi the divinity
of the book of mormon and calling of
the prophet josephJ oseph smith

elder andrew kimball followed on
thebe origin of man and hrhis destiny
at the close of the alarese our

chorus sangbang the spirit of god like aarefir laIs burning pl and prayer waswaa of-
fered by william E newman

tuesday morning sepi 10 waswa
selectedelected anaa inn appropriate time for ameeting to be held under the aus

of the it waswaa conducted byelder googeo W baker attarafter the mu-
sical exercise a brother stevensonSteve naon rave
valuable advice to the seventies just
etiteenteringring in their nownew avocation reae

the experience he had hadbad withwmwin bickerton while abstat st johnjobe mr
bickerton claimed to have the authority
necessary to further godsgod Is work given
himbim by the lord through sidney rigbigdon


