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| COMMUNICATED. |
TRUSTE COMPAKRED,

The world has been startied by the
audacity of trusts. Capital itself has
smiled - on reéalizing its supreme
strength and power—the dlscovery of
possibilities of combination was as
much of a surprise to itself as It was
to all its parta. Perchahce here and
there an individual had dreams of
unity based upoh personal experience
or desire, but the "'shibholeth” of trade
had heen for years circumscribed hy
the word '‘competition” so that few
essayed to think that any other prin-
cipte of action Wwouid ever obtain as-
cendency in the productive worid.
With the enlargement of the houndar-
jes of trade, tacilities for translt. and
a hroader teeming population, rivairy
became chronfc—in large part de-
structive; and little by little the
shadowy outlines of 8 new power be-
gan to assume solidity, until today In
many dircctions the grip of a monster
is believed to be within the velvet-
glove of capital in the form of colos-
sal trusts.

Certain mnmiomentary beneflts may
have accrued to the masses where
competitive rivalry has been created,
we in the contest between the great
wcoffee dealers Arbuckle and the Wool-
‘son ecompany, for that article deemed
cggential hy many is now as low in
price perhaps Jower than it was in
the early fifties; and yet the present
competition amounts to a mighty
“nonopoly, for in the excitement and
determination of the two parties, they
control nearty all that grade of coffee
which is available for the American
market, and thus doubtless affect by
their heavyv operations the price ot
that article throughout the world,

This condition 18 however, unique
in the commercial world. and has but
little in common with that class of
trusts which rest upon a different
basis In great part, for some of these
stifle competition by an endeavor to
regulate the output of industrial pro-
duetion, 8o as to enhance the wvalue
thereof: the difference of course com-
ing from the passive consumer whose
{ntcrestas and expenditurea are thus
gitently yet decidedly controlled by the
directing funta, who determine prices,
profits, and production for their spe-
elal and particular line.

One of the methods employed has
been the capltalization of the value of
creative plants, then making one com-
mon fund, as it were, agsuring the orig-
inal owner Interest on his investment,
then keeping open or closing once indi-
vidual works by “authority.” where
deemed expedient by demand or for
securing greater profite. This was and
ia the status of the great glass in-|
dustries of our free country, and by
an iron hand fires are lit or extin-
guished Irrespective of local workers or |
artlsans, who are probably unable to
move elgewhere or secure employment
in directions foreign to a life-long ex-
perience, l

T*he rame crushing method has been
applied to iron and all its products,
such as steel, nails, wire, ralls. ete,:
the output of coal has also been largely
determined In the same manner, and
possibly many a strike has had be-
hind it, If the truth were known, the
potential influence of capltal, while the
flattered laboring man has been hlind-
ed and led to belleve that he and his
aspoclates in toll were the aggressors,
when they were but dupes.

Every onc las familiar with the near
omnipotent sugar trust in manipulating
the refined product at leaat. which by
almost imperceptible methods of ad-
vancement levies profitable tribute up-
on a long-suffering—a probahly helplesas
aggregate of consumers and users of
the maccharine product,

Coal oll, a modern indiapensable for

light and heat, to say nothing of its

products, has also been held In the'lng surroundings and hopelesa out-

grasp of a giant monopoly, sometimes
embodied as “Rockefeller,” hut no doubt
it ia more than-an indlvidual Golconda
of the rarest kind. A press paragraph
of late says that a turn of the wrist
of the chlefs added twehty-five mil-
lion to the value of the stock in a slngle
night: and the "News"” pointed out but
a few days ago that while at the
refinery the cnst was but two and a
half cents a gallon, the price in Utanh
is about stationary at twenty-five cents,
Fven if transportation and loss are
great, the jmposition is much beyond
that of our local coal eombine and con-
dition, whlch, as is said, simply pays
the miner sixty-five cents per ton, but
doles out to the citizen within ffty
miles at the¢ accommodating price of
four dolitars and fifty cents per ton, this
to the silent--=but, of course, helpless
consumer as the vietim of speculative
monopoly.

All these trusts and monoponlies pro-
fess to be actuated by philanthropy, in
part. They claim that trusts gecure
lower prices and better service to the
consumer, but it cannot be denied that

they are essentially protective and
qelfish, speculative and ¥,
and that their province 3 "to
Ket money honestly, if they
can, but—to get money!’ It is much

to be feared, however, that resistance
to the subtle encroachments of, capital,
where self 1s 80 transparent, wlll yet

bring this nation to conditiona almoat |

imposslble to the more conservative na-
tions of the earth, where wealth is
lesr ostentatlous and the fabulous ac-
cretions of this country are near un-
known!

Turn we now by easy mental action
for p moment to a far more striking
trust, albeit ‘comparison bhetween
“things temporal! and thlngs spiritual®
may not at the firat glance seem quite
compatible; yet it will be found though,
hoth germane and legitimate beyond
cavil or diapute.

It I8 now near seventy Years since
this trust emerged from the embryo
condltion, and may be It was the name
of its chief officer which Introduced in-

to our modern veccabulary the cog-
nomen now almost universally used;
fts most pronounced expositor was
President Brigham Young, who

clalmed suceession from the founder
thereof, and who hy Providence waa
called, then clected and sustained by
his associates under the title of "Trus-
tee in Trust” for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints; in that or-
ganjzation everY mah nearly, realizes
that "'a digpensation of the Gospel has

been committed” unto him, and
fa prepared to may with Paul
"Woe unto me it I preach not
the Gosapel.” Aa co-lahorers, these

equals in this, have proselyted in many
of the nations of the earth, in great
nations as well aa amid or on
islands of the sea;” men have made
vast sacrifices in pursuit of this Trust,
they "eounted nothing dear unto them. ™
tbey took their lives in thelr hands,
leaving wives, families, friends, busi-
negs, "without purse or scrip,” deliver-
ing a message “whether men would
hear or whether they would forhear:"
years were spent in thls endeavor to
enlighten thelr fellows. to redeem and
gather them! this was their only specu-
lation; it was not fame, nor wealth, nor
power. It was philanthrepy, It was
Chriatlanity, it was Divine. This In-
tenaity of Interest swelled in the hearts
of all ages and was jn hoth sexes:
wiven, mothers, ehildren, had the same
ingpiration, until over the dreary
plaing hundreds of teams and wagons
were In requisition and thomsands of
voung men  sapent their summer's
strength and prospective sgummer's
product in “delivering the poor and
those that had (elsewhere) no helper’”
from the bondage of poverty, depress-

"the |

look, and then. alded them in col;
onizing Utah's barren wllds, until the
whole land now smllea with plenty.
Happy homes, fruitful fields, good
schools, and cozy chapels tell of bleas-
ing and progresd bheyond the willdest
dreams; from Idaho to Arizona towns
and hamlets embrace each other, from
Nevada to Mexico this salvatory pro-
cess has dotted the land with settie-
menta where the hum of industry and
the song of praise are =20 superbly
blended, that the muslc thereof s heard
around the earth, and thousande
abroad who poaseas this same spirlt
are looking for and praying earnestly
that they also may 8hare in the
blesslngs of this the grandest and most
Godlike Trust ever devised, or that
commands general reverence and re-
spect on the earth today.

These longlng, ardent rouls atar off
want to be workers and stockholders—
partners in this trust; they know its
spirit, they bear testimony to
its guccess. and the assurance
of sacrifice is no barrier to
deslred participation therein; none of
the elements of monopoly are associat-
ed with It. no lust for power conatitutes
qualification for work; no more glory
or triumph finures to the prominent
than to the most humble; ““faithful in
littie wlil be faithful in mueh’ in the
due time of the Lord, and the hrightest
or the best, the mosat indefatigable as
the most Iinsignificant, the most prom-
iment or the most unknown, are llahle
to have deferred to "the great day of
account,’” that reward which is scarcely
ever the motive power, but which ia
gertaln as the promise and power of
Deity Itself! E

Over five hundred settlements found-
ed in fifty years, tetl of the inspiration-
al genius of this trust, over one hun-

dred thousand enrolled Sabbath
achool scholars tell of the grand
conditions establlshed in the same
brief time, and near half a mil-

llon express faith in its truth and de-
votjon to ite Interests; spiritual in Its
inception as this movement may have
been, ita religlous aspect may have ap+
penred frenzied to many a looker-on,
but there was 'method in its mad-
ress,” there was wisdom in its coun-
¢lls, there was inaplration in the hearts
of the participants and Gad was behind
the whole; He It was who redeemed It
from selfishnesa, who guarded it from
worldly speculation, who Bo divided its
control, that ‘'no aspirant for rule.or ag-
grandisement has ever usurped the
reins ot power. pure democracy {8 the
life of its conclaves and gatherings,
the voice of the people 18 veritably the
volee of God!'™

c".{"lrlls trust of intelligence, sanctified
hrotherhood, will some day emerge
from its momentarily religious aspect.
it will broaden into soclal life, into ed-
ueational directions, into trade eircles
and zeneral processes of industrial aall-'
vation: then “the meek of the earth

! shall rejoice, and the poor among men

have yet grander faith in the Holy One
of Iarael!

THE MAINE BLOWN UP.

Havana, Feb. 15.—At a quarter of 10
eo'clock this etening a terrible explo-
slon took place on board the United
States cruiser Maine In Havana har-
bor. Many were Killed or wounded,

All the hoats of the Spanizh cruiser
Alfonzo XIII are assisting. As Yet
the cause of the explosion is not ap-
arent.

I’The wounded =saflors of the Maine
are unabie to explain it

The exploelon shook the whole clty.
The windows were broken in all the
houses. The correspondent of the Af-
sociated Press says he has conversed
with several of the wounded asailors
and understands from them that the




