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but because of the preglsion with which
they were placed and their fearful des-
tructlve power, the test was pro-
nounced successful.

It seems from descriptions glven that
the guns, being discharged by pneu-
matic power, made no noise untii the
#hells reached the object agalnst which
they were directed, and exploded. Un-
der such circumstances as these ves-
.Bels of the Vesuvius type evidently are
to prove of value. It still remains to
be seen, however, says the Chicago
Record, how such a vessel wili work
under other condltlons, and especially
where greater actlvity Is required. The
mechanism of the Vesuvius igs delicate
and doubtless might easliy get out of
order at critical junetures. The ves-
.gel carries no armor and consequently
<could be destroyed by a silngle well-
placed shot from the enemy. But the
effects of the dircharge of the shells In
the neighborhood of Santlago harbor
Indicate that within its limlitations the
vesse] Is likely to prove as effective an
engine of destructlon as its’ champlons
have clalmed.

Perhaps the Vesuvius’ greatest fleld
of usefulness will be found In elearing
harbors of mlnes. and torpedoes and
obstructions, and if this shall prove to
be the case, the vessel ls In a good,
place for the exercise of {ts peculiar
«qualities right where It is. The news
that Sampson could, without danger of
belng blown up en route, run into the
harbor and have that long expected In-
terview with Mr. Cervera, would be
very gratifying to people everywhere
im this broad land.

SHABRY RUOSINESS.

8ays a Ban Franclsco paper: “Bea.
fore leaving Balt Lake City the nine-
teen recruits of the Utah Cavalry troop,
through & mistake were examlned by
an unofiicial surgeon. Yesterday they
were re-cxamined by an army surgeon,
and two of them falled to pass.”

This relates to a case which is In no
sense creditabie to the government's
dgents at the Bay city.. Private Ma-
hey of battery B, Utah Volunteers, was
brought under the ban by reason of this
re-examination and discharged. Nearly
a thousand miles from home, with no
money paid and no transportation fur-
nished him by those whose duty It
was to see to Buch things, a stranger tn
a strange land, his case was one that
savored strongly of rank Injustice. But
for the action of his former com-
rades, who out of their scanty allow-
ance contributed a small sum each, it
it hard to tell what would have become
of him: by such means® enouch money
was raised to send the ex-private
hoﬁih thinge have a tendency to di-
minish the patriotic fervor every-
where #o. prevalent, at least at the
places from which such victims enlist;
and it is sincerely to be hoped that
Mabey's ecase will not be repeated too

often.
RUSSIA DOES NOT OBJECT.

The arrival in this country and the
formal reception by President McKin-
ley of the new Russlan ambassador,

Count Cassinl, are incidents of
peculiar Interest at this time. The
ambassador s sald to be authorized to
express the most ' cordial sentiments
toward the Unlted States. In response
to an Inquiry as to whether Russia
wna likely, alone or with other powers,
to look with disfavor upon the control
of the Philippines by the United States,
the ambassador sald that he did not
epprehend any change In the present
good relations between the Unlted
®tates and Russia. He added that
it seemed to be guite undesirable that

the possession of the Philippines
should pass into the hands of Eng-
land, as that would seriously dlsturb
the equilibrium in the far East.

The count I8 further quoted as saying
that Russia was naturally deeply con-
cerned in any movement affegting the
great problem of the far East. The
Philinpines were to some extent a part
or an outpost of the far East, and who
was to control them If they passed out
of the control of Bpain was of Interest
and importance to Russla. But so far
as Russia herself was coneerned,
Count Cassinl said that her sphere of
activity was confined to the far East
proper, and not to the Philippines and
other outlylng Islands, which could
have only an Indirect and remote In-
fluence in the development of the East.

Ap far as thig account Is authentie
it indlcates that there will be no ob-
jection from St. Petersburg to any
policy this country may adopt In the
Philippines, as long ag the islands are
not turned over to Great Britain. This
should set at rest any doubt that may
I exist regarding Russla’s attitude, There
| wiil undoubtedly be some fine diplo-
matic work done in Washington before
long,when Russia's and Great Britain'sa
repregsentatives commence playing for
‘the friendship of the United States.

LET U8 REASON TOGETHER.

The "“News” begs leave to ask the
Rev. gentlemen who so diligently en-
deavor to reduce Mormonism to an

absurdity, by quoting, or misquoting,
sermons preached years ago under con-
ditions and elrcumstances that no
longer obtain, If they themselves would
consider it falr to be judged by sundry
expresslons found {n the religious litera-
ture of the earliest stages of thedr re-
epective religious denominatlons. Would
the Lutherans, for instance, choose to
be Judged by some of the flery oratory
of the great reformer during the peas-
ant war? Or. not {o particularize, would
any Christian be judged by some of the
teachings of the early fathers, Augus-
tine, for instance? We recommend this
matter to the consideration of The
Kinsman.

It {3 gratifying to notice that some of
the opponents of Mormonism at last
have foumd that the only Ilegitimate
mode of procedure is discussion. Too
long they have wielded the weapons of
persecution. But in changing the tac-
ticg, is [t mot also necessary to comn-
fine the discussion to that only which
properly Is the subject of controversy?
The Church has its standards of falth.
Is there in these any dootrine revealed,
any practice commanded, that Is con-
trary to the word of God? That is
the only quesetion of interest to those
who desire to obtain a knowledge of
' Mormondem, and when the discussion 1a
thus confiened to its legitimate aphere,
it can be entered into in a true Christian
spirit and with profit to those engaged
In the inquiry.

THE ©QADIZ FLEET.

Notwithstanding the announcement
that the Spanteh’®so-called Cadlz fMeet,
under Admiral Camara, has arrived at
Port Sald, tt is not zenerally believed
that Its destination I8 the Philippine
islands. The crise in the Medlterrane-
an may be a ruse to {nduee the Unlted
Htates to send a few of Sampaon’s ships
over to Bpain, when Admiral Camara
would return and meat them with a su-
perior force; or there may be some
other object to galn by the movement
toward the SBuez canal. But that Spain
really intends to send her only naval
force so far away from her own coasts,
seems improbable. There are no coal-
ing wtations on the route, and to de-
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pend on colliers e'ntlreli would be to
invite disaster. '

But even If the Cadiz fleet is intend-
ed for Manila, its appearance there
would not materially change the sitna-
tion. It consists of the flrst-class bat- -
tleship Pelayo, 9,%00 tons dlaplacement,
16 knots speed, 35 guns and 7 torpedo
tubes; the armored cruiser Emperador
Carlos V, 9,235 tons displacement, 20
knots speed, 26 guns and 6 .torpedo
tubes; 3 torpedo-boat destroyers with
1% guns, and some transport ships, ecar-
rving, It i1s said, 4,000 men. Afgainst
these, Admiral Dewey has the Arst-
class protected cruiser Olympia: the
protected orulsers Baltimore, Raleigh
and Boston, and the gunboats Concord
and Petrel, with a total of 133 guns and
20 torpedo tubes, not to mention the fact
that the ghore batteries this time would
be fired on the Spanish ships by trained
marksmen. There would also be the
American volunteers to receive the 4,000
Spanish troops and dlspute thetr land-
Ing. When all these circdmstances are
considered, it would seem sulcidal for
Spain to send her few remalning ves.
#els out of the Mediterranean, leaving
her coasts exposed to invasion., In a
tew days, however, the destination of
Camarae's equadren can be gucssed at
with some degree of certalnty.

BTILL FIGHTING ANNEXATION.

In a recent article in the New York
World, on the subject of “Natural and
unnatural annexattons,’ th'e following

among other things in a similar vein
occurs:

“When the annexation of the He-
wallan and thePhiiippine islands 1s pro-
posed the case 18 entirely different.
They are not necessary to us. They
are not contiguous. The nearest group
Is 2,000 and the other 7,000 miles from
our Pacific coast, or 5000 and 10,000
miles from our seat of sovernment.
Their population !s alien In a sense
that none of our Immigration has been.
They do not fit and cannot be made to
fit into our system. They must be BOV-
arned for a considerable time by some
form of despotism.*

The coneclusion of this excerpt a8 re-
tates to Hawail at least, Is a palpable
non sequitur. Nothing that precedes
It leads up to It and it is furthermore
unsupported by exlsting facts. The
islands are not now and have not been
for some time under a despotism in any
form. because of being controlled by
Americans. It Is hardly to be expected
that If Hawail were politically a part
of the United States the government
there would be less liberal than It now
t8. whlle all reasonable conclusions
point to its being miade more s0. Tt
has been repeatedly shown that the
islarda must fall into =ome nation's lap
in a short time because of their inca-
pability of mainbalning a separate EOV-
ernment, The opponents of annexation
then say, let a protectorate be setab-
lished. This would mean as great an
expense. as much resaponsibility and ae-
countabillty and less of beneficlal re-
sults than if the Islands belonged to us
in toto. Besides, It always 1s well to
make the most of anything whether
we Hke it or not: and those people
might as well make up thelr minds to
the faet, however unwelcome, that
Hawall 18 about to become one of our
natiomal household.

A SPLENDID STRUGGLE.

The battle of La Quasino was a hot
one, It recelves its chief distinction
from three important events: It was

the rirst regular battle ever fought on
land between Ameriean and Bpanish
troops: It developed the fact that there
Is no such thing as raw American sol-



