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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

WESTWALRD COURSE OF PROGRENSS,

Ioterest now nalurally centersin the
foture developmen: of the Chinese
empire. The cpinion bas trequently
been expressed of lale that after the

war the country will undoubtedly be
opened up 1o modern civilization and
that various enternrisres will be started,
The Raifroad G@azelle takes snother
view on this subject and polnts
gut that it is Jmprobable that a
nation with such tremr endous visfnertia
should be materlally aflected by &
little war !n one coroer of the country.
It further mentions some of the hap-
penings inthe patt as an indication of
what may be expected in the future,

The first railrosd was bullt in
Chbina in 1876 and torn wp by the
neople Llhe following year. This
was in the province of Nanking. At
the same time, Ll Hupg Chang wae ar-
ranging to have a colllery opeued Lu
supply coal to the flest. In 1878 coal
mininz wae begun at Tongsau, aboul
80 miles from Tlewtsin, Alrrange-
ments were made to build a railroad 20
miles long from the mioes to the near-
esl navigsble water. Before the work
on tbis railroad was commenced it bad
heen decided to open » oanai 21 miies
.loog to a point within seven miles
the colllery, and to econeot tais and
the canal with a tramway. Tbils was
done. The rallrocad was located most
of theway on tbe bank of tbe caunl,
It was compieted in 1887, giving the
empire 29 milea of raiiroad.

Li Huog Cbapg tben planned to

extend the lime. A bridge sorvss
tbe Pei Ho at Tientsin was
begup. But al this polnt tbhe

oppoaition became eo greal thatthe
vioeroy was oompelled to order the
work oo the hridge destroyed, oavslng j
a l(;:se trthe rutiroad company . of $40,-
000.

in 1890 an eflort wae mada to start a
railroad to run through Mancburia
northeasterly towards thbe Ruesian
frontier. The road wassurveyed but &
report was made Fecommending not to
onfry the ilne too far, a8 in the case of
war with Ruesla it might be of use to
the enemy. From all this tbe conclu.
sion l# drawn that the opposition of the
people to foreign innovations is 0
great 6 to block the progress of civiliza-
tion, even when the rulers of the em-
plre are disposed to place It in line
with other nations of the world.

Notwithstandiog these facts it fe
more than probable thal the lime is
approaching for the openihg up of
eastern Asia (o weslern msthodes.
Civilizatiop, it bas been ohserved,
proceeds ever weslward, As far as
histurically knowo, it came from weat.
ern parts of Awia and foundite way
through Igypt and noritbern Afrleato
Enrope. Then it bridged ithe Atlantic
and raised ite throue on this continent.
RBut as if apxlous te complete the cir-
cuit without delay it nuw reaches out
over the Pacific with a rapidlty that

in  simply marveloue. 1t is Dot
st all ImPruhuhlr tbhat io auother
centary KEuropean aftairs wlll be of

second importance to those of Lhe

coatts bordering on ibe Pacifio and
‘e islands of this ocean. The gigantic

Jevelopment of the United Btates weat
of the Rockler; the affairs of Hawan,
and more tban all, the riseof Japan
from s condition of sem!-barbariem,
point in this direction. China can no
more atop this progrese when the time
for its advance has come than it oan
prevent the sun from rising above the
ocean and pouring his golden rays over
the benigbted people. The uvevelop-
ment so tar may have been slow; It
mAay proceed with accelerated speeq
from now on.

The .appended Agures from the
FPhiladeiphia Press give an fdea of Lthe
immense yrowtibh of the commerce now
oarried on ou the Pacific a8 compared
10 that of the Atlantic. They reure-
sent the tonnage f vesselatbat entercd
the poris mentioned from foreign paria
of the world during 1888:

ATLANTIO PORTS.

Tons.
LoDdoD eieeeciieees e aeaene enens 1,470,000
New Yurk .5,470.000
Liverpool.......... .5,370,050
Bostoa..........., .1.100,000
Philadelphia ............ ... 1,080,000
Hamburg . ..o...c... veerenenen 410,000
ADUWEIP. . ovoevomesinnrn srones ....3,360,000
Bremen .. [ 8 £ 1 X ) 1)

PACIFI{ I'ORTS,

Tons.
Hong Hong...coococeveier e 000 3,330, 000
Sydney........ ...-2,350 QU0
Melhonrne .... v 2,100,000
San Franoisco v 1,050,000
Chile.. .....cocorere- ....2,070,000
JAPAD oo e rneene caaramssn s seeeens eese 1,330,000

ROME’S BiD FUR UNITY.

The present incumbent of the papal
throne bas apent muoh energy, lately,
in eftorts to unite with Rome varlous
diesenting chburokes of the world. Qoe

of theee atteasptas bas taken the form
of a letter addressed to the KEnglisb
people, The pope indicates certaln
poic:ts of agreement, relatiow to socis)
reforms, tu morals and other matters,
not ptculiar tv any cburch or people;
he approves of the estahlishment ol
charitable 1natitutione, a sirict observ-
anoce of Lthe Babbath; advooates sochaola
under clerical ocontrol; quotes the
scriptures and chureb falbers, aud
finally Intimates that the [ npglish
ohuroh should wnite with Rome,whiob,
of course, is notbing bDul ap Invilatjion

to  acknowledge the pope as
the vwisibhle beid of ihe ebureh.
The papal Ictter winde up with
a prayer t3 the Virgin Mary

wnd a promiee that thoee who sball
piously Trecite this prayer will bhe
granted =n *indulgence’’—whicbh 1n
Roman theclogy means remission of
temporsal puntshment due toeine ana
suppoied lo save the ainner from pur-
gstory—'or a period of 300 dayr.

The etrange document is varlpusly
commented upon throughout the
Cbristian world. Catbolics express
the opiofon tbat it ought to do mugh
to pave the way for the reunion. Prot-
estants, they sny, have not read bis-
tory in valn. They bave learoed that
(Christ wever fintended to leave on
earlh more tban oav churobh and there
fe in realliy only one that has survived
the viclesitudes of time; outside 0.

this there is nothing but religious dia-
aspeion, confusion and decay. Prot-
estapt critice take anotbher view. They
tegard .the letler as untimely
aovd ill.advised. At the time of the
reformation a separation was eflected,
they hold, that cannot be bridged over
a8 long as Rome retains her distinclive
and erroneous dootrines and auvances
her unprimitive and unscriptural
claime; unity 1@ not to beeought or
found io commuuion with Rome, nor
apiritual certainty in the so-oalled in-
fallible utteranoea of a fullible map,
The sutjeet 1a of great interest, as it
Is & question whetherthe preeent papal
polioy is quite as absurd as eome lead-
ing Proteatauls would have it appear.
Catboljcisa, through the inAuence of
the jate Cardinal Manning and others,
anjoys today bigher esteem in Eng-
lsnd than ever Bsince t(he achism
ocourred. The sub)ect of reunion
belng cautiously broached, it
wi]l cause thougtt and discussion, and -
1t ia too early yet to deoide which way
the current «f pubiic opinion may
turn. Romanism, If carefully studied,
witl be fuund a most remarkablesyetem
of religion. 1tls trutb modified so as
0 suit buman inolinations tua nicety,
promising eteruval suivation on the
obeupesi possible prinicple. It Is not
probable that Protestanliem will be
able to compete euccessfully with the
Jider and logicslly stronger establish-
ment. It shall nol be derled that thw
reformers gras|ed the ldeals of Chris-
tianity more thoroughly than most or

their antagonists ever did, but {r
signs are not deceiviog, & time
ie approaching whben such high
ideats are mno longer  aporeclated

by a great majorily of professed Prot.
estante, Hucbh will eventually turp
eitber ranting athelstaor Catbolies, Is
this oot & frequeént occurrecoe bhoth in
Epgla-d an1 the United Btates at the
presert time? ‘I'be present pope, not-
witbstanding bis advanoed age, or,
perhaps on that socount, appears to be
& good deal more olesr-sigbted than
some of his critice,

Protestaniism 18 noi, we fear, able
to hold its own jn the cooteal thal s
coming. Agcording to ite own exe-
gesis of the Soriptures *‘the lawless
vne'’ can be overcome of *‘consumed??
only by the divine word—which im-
piies revelation apd authority from
above; be can be eonguered only by
the manjteatation of thbe cuming of the
King of kirgsand Lord of lords, (2
Thees. 2: 8.}

SUPPRESNS IT NOW.

Beveral duys ago the NEwS regeived
& oommunication from A merican
Fork, Utah counly, stating that a gang
of alteged *‘whitecaps*® had taken
Qyrus Goff cut and bauged him tp s
poplar tree, leaving bim there uatil
alwoust deau; aleo that wnen spme of
nis friends interfered, they were seot
off **with sore heads,’” The reason
given for thies action was that G f wan
intemperate, and ill-'reated bis tamily.
The communication was couobhed in
such flippant language that it was un-
saitable fur our culumnpe; and irom the
way the story was told, the NEws be-
lieved It 1o be a canard, therefors Lhe
tetter was thrown aslde. [t now trana-
pirer, however, that the banging actu-
ally did take .place, and that the




