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think of me or brother richards those
that associated with the prophet and
heard him talk and drankdranhofdof the in-
spiration that fell from his lipslipa what
would you think of us if we fell we
certainly should be faithful And those
therefore that have not seen but have
been faithful blessed indeed are they
iuanowatlis now just as the savior said to
thomas when the other disciples
told him they had seen the risen re-
deemer said hebe except I1 shall see in
his hands the print odtheof the nailsand put
my finger into the print of the nail sand
thrust my hand into his sideaide I1 will
not believe Aandnd after eight days
the disciples met again and thomas
was with them then came jesus the
doors being shut and stood inih the
midst and said peace be unto you
then said he to thomas reachkeach
hither thy finger and behold my
hands and reach hither thy hand and
thrust it into my side and be not faith-
less but believing then it was that
thomas exclaimed my lord and myiny
god but jesus said thomas hebe
cause thou hastbast seen me thou hastbast be-
lieved blessed are they that have
not seen and yet have believed
and so it is with you you have
reason to believe that the voice of the
lord has been heard and we have the
testimony of those that heard the
voice of god andadd we have believed
let us continue to believe anaal 1 to act
upon it and continue to believe every
word that proceeds out of the mouth efcf
god so we shall prosper and build up
zion upon the earth for this tois our
mission and the work of your mothers
and daughters of zion the mothers
now and by and by the daughters who
will in turn be mothers in israel
great responsibility rests upon you
upon you depend the training
and the direction of the thoughts and
the inspiration of the hearts of your
children for they drink into the spirit
of their motmothershersi and the influence of
the mother over the children tois tafe

most enduring impression that can be
made theretothere is nothing so imperish-
able as the inalinfluenceberce of the mother
that tois when she is good and has the
spiritcirit of the dospel toin her heart and

shehe has brought up her children in the
way they should go

this principle endears the mother
to the children and the children al-
ways look upon such a mother with a
reverence the next thing to worship-
ing her I1 know it is so with me

1I1 can remember my mother in the
days of nauvoo I1 remember seeing
her and her helpless children hustledbustled
into a flat boat with such things as
she could carry out of the house at the
commencement of the bombardment of
the city of nauvoo by the mob I1 re
member the hardships of the church
there and on the way to winter
quarters on the missouri river and
how she prayed for her children and
family on her wearisome lourneyjourney I1
remember again the fatigues and suf-
ferings of our short stay at winter
quarters then again I1 can remem-
ber all the trials incident to our en-
deavors to move out with the camp of
israel coming tpto these valleys
of the mountains without teams
sufficient to draw our wagons

and being without the means
to get those teams necessarycearyne she yokedjoked
upp her cows and calves and tied two
wagons together and we started to

come to utah in this crude and help-
less condition and my mother said
the lord will open the way but

how he would open the way no one
knew I1 was a little boy then and I1
drove team and did my share of the
work I1 remember coming upon her
in her secret prayer to god to enable
her to accomplish her work and
her mission do you not think
that these things make an impression
upon the mind dobo you think I1
can forget the example of my mother
no her faith and example willvill
ever be bright in my memory
what do I1 think 1 every breath I1
breathe every feeling of my soul rises
to god in thankfulness to him that
my mother was a saint that she waswac
a woman of god pure and faithful
dudand that she would suffer death rather
than betray the trust committed to her
that she would suffer poverty and dis-
tress

die-
tress in the wilderness and try to holdbold
her family together rather than re
retain in babylon that is the spirit
which imbued her and her children
would not her children be unworthy
of such a mother did they not hearken
to and follow her example therefore
I1 say god blowbless the mothers in israel
and 0 let god almighty ludgejudge and
deal with that man who would defile a
woman that is how I1 feel feebly ex-
pressed in relation to these matters

we are engaged in the work of god
itif you will only continue faithful to
the covenants you have made with the
lord all will be well with you isyouif you
falter if there is anything that can
turn you aside from the truth I1 am
sorry for you for there should be noth-
ing beneath the celestial kingdom that
could separate us from the love of god
or turn us from the great work we are
engaged in for it is the work of the
alord

in this gospel the man is not with-
out the woman nor the woman without
the man in the lord in this gospel
the man and the woman are joined to-
gether for tame and eternity in the
lord in this gospel the children and
the parents are united together
forever in the lord in this gospel
eternal life may be gained which is
the greatest gift otof god in this
gospel everything that can minister to
our joy aej happiness in time and
eternity can be obtained beyond it
nothing but the pleasures of the world
can be found this tois the way I1 look
at it and I1 exhort you to be faithful to
your duties as members of the relief
societies

do your duty to your neighbors As
I1 said it is not enough for your reliefbelief
societies to confine themselves to seek-
ing to clothe the naked and feed the
hungry these are only the smaller
matters of our duties you ought to be
workerscoworkersco with and assistants to your
husbands and the elders of israel
you ought to seek to elevate
the spiritual and the moral condition
of your associates your sisters and
this I1 conceive to be your uppermost
duty I1 conceive this to be a duty that
as far exceeds the dutiesduties of feeding the
poor and clothing thelthe nakedaked as chisunthe sun-
light exceeds the shining of the moon
for although you feed the hungry if
they are not enlightened in regard to
the things of god intheyif they have not the
truthtroth you only feed the body you
minister to the carnal appetite if you
clothe the naked you simply shield the

poor trailfrail body from sufferingbuffering but when
you can also take the perishing soul
and minister to its eternal joy and
comfort by imparting knowledge and
understanding of gods eternal truths
and righteousness you are not only
feeding and clothing the hungry and
the naked with that which vill perish
but you are feeding the famishing soulsou
with thath bread of life that never per-
ishes and clothing the naked with
clothes that will not wear out

I1 think if the reliefbelief societies should
undertake to help thosethese who have not
bad experience with children those
that do not know howbow to keep houhouse
if the sisters will take hold of such as
these and show them how to feed their
children with wholesome food and
how to clothe them properly they will
do a great deal of googood and sayesave hav-
ing paupershaupers for the saints to feededed and
clotheclotha by and bye because they lack the
knowledge and wisdom to do it for
themselves and I1 think anything of
a spiritual character that will fit the
sisters for all their duties and bring
them nearerdearer to the lord and the stand-
ard of righteousness and intelligence
in the earth aDyanythingthing that can be
done by the sisters in this work will be
blessed of god and willill be in the line otof
their duties

when you see your sisters wasting
their substance in head gears jewelry
and gewgawsgew gaws be kind enough to show
them that they will be just as happy
and admired if they dress comfortably
cleanly and neatly and not waste
their substance upon baubles I1 be-
lieve the lord will approve of that
and a great deal may be done in the
midst of zion in this regard the
lord said in a revelation to this peo-
ple let your garments hebe plain and
their beauty the workmanship of your
own hands 11 I1 think this tois good coun-
selbe I1 do not want anybody to stint her-
self in anything that is good or in any
blessing I1 do not want to see any
sister deprived of any blessing or
privilege that is good and proper for
herbar but I1 do not like to see mothers
and daughters extravagant or wasteful
and I1 think it is proper for the mehe
lief societies to bring their gentle
matronly and kindly influence to bear
upon our young ladies and upon our
matronsmatrona and the daughters of zion to
get them to be comely cleanly neat
tidy and beautiful in the sight of god
without loading themselves down with
adornments that spoil their beauty
and I1 think the reliefbelief societies have
jurisdiction over these things in all
kindness people must not be cut off
from the church because of such weak-
ness but when rich people want to
exhibit their vanity and pride in os-
tentatious display the lord will hold
them accountable we should not
condemn them and cast them out be-
cause of that but we should try to
exert an influence over the sisters of
zion to be wise and prudent in their
dress as well as in their habits

may the lord bless you and may
he prepare you who greare officers in the
reliefbelief societies for the duties that
devolve upon you in the name of
jesus amen

WAsuwashingtoniNGToN jan 8 representa-
tive millsmille has so far recovered hs
health asaa to be able to undertake a trip
to his home in texas whither trhe
startedbarted today accompanied by hisate sonSOB


