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apart for the use of the Holy One of
Israel.

Haifa is in these days visited by
not less than 800 French pilgrims:
priests and members of various sis-
ter and brotherhoods, clergy and
lay people, ladics and gentiemen—
any of these classifications will do.
They have spent two days in the
monastery at Mount Carmel, wor-
shiping, or “*honoring,’” as it must
be called, the Prophet Elijaii. J
have heen wondering what that
gentleman would have done had he
happened to notice all the meaning-
less ceremonice of such visitors to
his supposed cave. The Prophet
was not noted for clemency when
he had to vindicate the honor of
God against the crazy priests of
Baal, und heaven alone¢ kunows what
he would do today if he had the time
or inclination to glance at
the wrong-doings of the half-
brothers of his ancient antagonists.

The river Kishon might once
more be made to carry blood
into the Bay of  Akko;
but I suppose as we live in a new
covenant and near the final judg-
ment, such idelatry will be tolerated
until that day, and then judged.
Palestine isgwarmed with pilgrims.
Some are rich, spome poor; some can
pay for a horse, others walk;
some are young, some old, some
pray, others curse and seek their
1nspiration from well filled bottles.
But all seek by coming here and
kueeling upon and kissing certain
gpots, by burning candles, by say-
ing prayers (though not praying),to
please God and to secure happiness
hereafter. O, when shall the light
of Zion break forth and all the ends
of the world see the salvation of
God!

From 8ivas, in Asia Minor, the
news comes that two brethren have
Leen arrested and sent prisopers to
Constantinople. Theirsin was this:
One lLad painted an inscription.
thus, “Repent, for the Kingdom of
God is at hand,”* and the other had
carried this inscription around the
town, causing the people to crowd
together. When arrested they were
examined, with the result that they
were transported to Btamboul to
await, I suppose, further decisions
by higher authorities. 1 have not

yet learmed any addititional par- |

ticulars, but it is possible that the
brethren, in speaking of the Ring-
doni of heaven, have been suspected
of meaning something political;
perhaps the officials teared aplot of
some kind. At least this seemsa fo
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| LETTER FROM TURKEY.

Bomething gquite strange to this
[country—and, indeed, it may
|be gaid, for the whole of Tur-
key—hbas happened. [t i8 nothing
more nor lesgthan astrike among the
wenvers. The poor fellows have
been reduced to a rfeally pitiable
condition, as will be seem Ly the
following figures:

For the past year their wages have
| been reduced to about ene-third of
their former pay, so that at the pre-
sent time they receive from about
25 to 50 paras per. roll forwceaving
gingham or cotton goods, each roli
containing about five yards single
breadth. This price per. roll would
make from about 2% cents to 5 cents,
United States currency. (10 para
I cent, 40 para -1 piastre, 1§ piastre -
5 cents, and 25 piastre -1 dollar).
Lt us now examine into the condi-
tion of the Inboring men, according
to this ecale. After having made
gome  little inguiry among
the people of Alntab, your corres-
pondent finds that the vari-
ous  tradesmen are  working
for about the same  wages,
80 that the employes in the different
handicrafts are in much the sine
position so far as a livelihood is
concerned. Therefore, we will
leave the weaver and speak of the
tradesman’s general ceonditlon, and
mention only that the weavers
struck for an increase of 20 paras
per roll and obtained about 10 paras.
I'hus their wages are liable to be in-
creased frum 3 pinstres o day to 4
piastres, Their case is an almost
hopeless one, because they bave no
means to continue any prolonged
effort.

The employes earn about 4 piast-
reg perday on the averuge. Now,
admitting that they are favored
with health, they will work about
300 days each year and earn 1200
piastres during that t#me. These
1200 prastres have to cover the fol-
lowiug bill of 1mperative expenses:
Food for two persons (not counting
children) one year 600 piustres. Ran
som tax for each male one year 42
piastres. Government tax on the
earnings one year 50 piastres. Gov-
eroment tax on furniture one year
25 piastres. '"House rent one year 200
piastres. Total for one year, 917
piastres.

Extract 917 piastres from a man’s
earnings of 1200 plastres, and it wili
leave him the sum of 283 piastres!for
the other matters. Six hundred
piastres only cover bread for hun-

be the only possible explanation, | band and wife, and if they should
considering the radical steps taken. | be favored with a family of chil-
What the consequences of this per- | dren, the common heritage of the
secution will be to the mission in | poor, it will be seen at once that the

Turkey generally 1 have of course | earnings wouid e abgsoried in bread |

no means of knowing. But then, |alone; nothing else as o rule can be
God rules everywhere, and the final | thought of. This state of earnings
issue will always be according to|accounts for the following facts:

His wisdom. It isimpossible to blame | The  poor people’s clothes
the Asiatic nations if they should | are as 2 rule very  in-
think it necessary to commit acts of | ferior, consisting of rags and

violence against their fellow- | patches. Ioverty preveuts them

countrymen for embracing a new
creed, seeing what KEuropeans and
Americans have been able to do by
way of fanaticism, notwithstanding
their boasted civilization and lib-
ert].gr[. Auf Wiederschen. J. M. 8.
AIFA, May 15, 1889,

from paying their taxes and house
rent, and keeps them in constant
beggary. They are thereforealways
in need of assistance. When they
trade they will bicker fer a mite,
2% paras, and daily thereare many
transactions for a mite. With a

position like this in the world,where
[ could a man’s hope be, whatis there
to inspire him to look for days of
| comfort when age will demand rest?
Nothing - whatever. The result is
| that the poor feel quite hopeless and
lvok only for fate tu assist them,
kuowing that nothing awaits them
but poverty ahd the prison, to take
| their respective turons in making
life a burden.

Prison life here in Turkey is not
so much a disgrace affer ail. The
poor man goes to prison for several
reasons, which he calls persecution
in the place of prosecution. For in-
stance, he clalms the Turks impose
an alipost impossible tax; and I
have no doubt that we would term a
similar tax persecution. A poorman
is supposed to pay fifty piastres on

{1000 pinstres earnings. Compare
this with American institutions.
Suppose a nan earns $:000 and that
he has to pay fifty dollars income
tax besides his property tax, as he
does here—then if he be a Christian
hepays forty-two piastresinaddition
for a ransom tax for not serving as
a soldier, would we mnot tonsider
it an imposition? Without doubt
we would. The poor man, not hav-
ing this tax meney, goes to prison
until some friend helps him out,

Icither by paying the tax or becom-
ing his security for some portion of

it. Hence he starts off’ again with
a promise upon his lips that he
knowe circumstances have already
decreed that he must brenk. Tn
this way many here breuk their
promises and ebligations with impu-
nity, so that few are believed even
in the smallest matters,

But sympathy for the poor has a
great claim upon a man in this
country, and to be kind to the poor
is considered a great virtue, Hence
they have a way of paying this ran-
sown tax which isquite prajsewnrthy,
Every man must be a member of
somne religious denomination or
other, and each denomination in
this neighhorhood has contracted
with the government to pay the
ransom tax for each rmale member
of its congregation. Therefore to
meet this tax the congregation has
a tax commitiee which levies a tax
ou each man according to his abili-
ty, and thus a well-to-do man may
vay a ransom fax for several men

ides his already personally heavy

property and income taxes.

As the systom of registering births
and deaths in Turkey is very im-
|perfect‘ all manner of tricks are re-
sorted to to swindle the government
This is practiced alike
by Christian and Turk. The Christ-
ian pnrposcly forgets to have his
boy recorded, to save the ransom
tax, and the Turk screens
his son sometimes till he reaches
twenty years of age Lefore he tells
that he has a male increas¢ in the
family. This accounts for 8o many
grey-heatled soldiers in the Ottoman
army. The Turk, of course,claims
a double chance by his trick.  First,
the chance of life at home while his
lite is wortli the most, and should he
die before heing drafted, so munch
the better; if not, he considers the
Ioss of less importance anyway.

It is verly]' doubtful if anyone born
and brought up ina land of plenty

of its man.




