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plantation, and, alter completion of
-contract for his return passage home.
“The natives are not permitted to leave
their native villages for any length of
time except bv permission from the
village chiet or magistrate.

The term Polynesian, as used in Fiji,
applies to the inhabitants of nearly ali
the South Sea l1slands, Solomon Islands
and the New Hebrides, supply probably
the largest number of that ¢lass of
laborers which are known as Polynesians
to Fiji. They do not as arule give satis.
faction as plantation laborers, but some
of them make good household setvants
in private families. The contract for
Polynesian laborers is generally binding
for five years, during which time the
plantcr pays £3 per annum for an aduit
male. Women and children are paid
less in proportion to their working abili-
ties; but all monies earned by them are
deposited in the government offices, and
never paid to the men themselves,
They all get frec house, food, clothes,
medical attendance, etc., and after com-
Ppletion ol contract are sent back to their
native island at the expense of the
original employer, who also pays all ex-
penses connected with the importation.
When using the term *‘clothes,®” it must
be understood to mean a few cheap
articles only, the value of which does
oot exceed pine shillings (#2.25) per
head per annum. At the expiraiioa of
contract the government hands each
man his wages in cash or gives him an
order on some tradesn:an, to suoply the
bearer with goods up to the value of the
amount due him. These so called Poly-
nesians are oo an average considerably
smaller men in statue than the F jians
and not so strong either; but they ‘are a
good-tempered, merry lot of people,wno
never give much trouble.

The third class of colored laborers,
who by far are the most numerous in Fij:
are the Indians or Coolies, imported
from Hindoostan or the East Indies.
From an interesting article written by
H. H. Thiele Esq., L cull the foliowing
in regard to Coolie labor: The Coolies
or lIndians were first introduced to Fij
from Calculta in 1879, when some 480
arrived. Iltis, however, only since 158;
that the immigration has been regular
or of importance. There arc now abaut
10,000 Coolies in Fiji of whom about
6,000 are working for the Colonial Sugar
Refining company. The cost of intro-
duction has, on an average, been about
420 {§100)lor each individual over ten
years of age, the percentage of women
in proportion to men being about thirty-
five. There are proportionately a
large oumber of immoral characters
among the women, who asa rule take
very little care of their children, and
consequently lose them. The inden.
ture is for five vears trom time of arrival,
at the expiration ot which time the
Coolie becomes ‘Irce,” and after a
further period of five years’ residence
he and his children are emiitled to a free
returno passage to India by the first sub-
sequent opportumity. Under special
circumstances, Coolles can buy their
freedom before the expiration of the

five years stipulated. The Indian im-.

migration ordinance states that a Coolie
can be employed on either time work
or task work. In the lormer case he is
required to work nine hours on each ot
the first five days in the week, and five
hours on Saturdays. A task means the
quantity o! work an able-bodied man
can perform by working continously and

diligently for six hours; five tasks and a
hachonstilule a week’s work. No man
1s compelled to do more than one task
per diem. For field work men are paid
about ome shilling per term atask and
women nine pence. The district medi-
cal officer has the power to reduce the
labor to be exacted from any Coolie, if
the condition of the man's health re-
quires it. Many good workers can earn
nine or ten shilings per week on the
same task on which others can hardly
earn their tood. All Coolies working
on an estate are supplied with free
house, firewood, medical attendance,
medicine and hospital treatment. Tak-

ing them as a whole the Coolies are a},

sharp, low and immoral lot; but there is
no doubt about their being the cheapest
laborers in Fiji, although they actually
earn three or tour times as much as they
could do in their own country. Some of
the laborers manage to save and place
at deposit a considerable portion of
their wages, others save, and then Jend
the money to rogues of their own color,
who cheat them; others again gamble
and lose all their earnings, to pro-
fessional card sharpers, of whom there
are many among them. Some of them
are so innately lazy, that they will
seriouslv injure themwseclves bodily, in
order to plead the excuse of being unfit
tor work. The Coolies will tell false-
hoods to an unlimted extent, and is is
theretore in many cases difficult to get
convictions against them in the police
courts. The usual punishment is a fine,
and in default of payment, a period of
imprisonment with labor. The time of
absence from plantation work on this
account is added to the tinie ol inden-
ture and callcd ‘‘estention of time.”
Nearly all the laborers employed on the
Nauvsori plantation are Coolies, there
being only a lew Fijians ot Polynesians.

By far the most important industry on
the Fiiian Islands 1s the growing of
sugar cane and the manufacture of raw
sugar, though this industry was not com-
menced here till about fourteen years
ago. The cane raised in Fiji is grown
from imported cane tops, principally ot a
variety originally obtained from the
Hawaiian lslands. L.ands just cleared
and broken up for cuitivation gave at
first a very agundant harvest, but ex-
perience has already shown that it does
not continue to do so in Fiii, but that
fertilizing is necessary; hence a crop of
beans is started about every three years,
which is plowed under green for fertiliz-
ing purposes; at least this is tle plan
adopted on the Nausori plantation.

Atter visiting the Indian quarters, Mr.
Wilson accompanied me to the native
village called Nausori, it consists of
something like twenty-five native houses,
most of which are well built and roomy.
The one we entered was also scrupulous-
ly clean in the inside, and was not with-
out a certain degree of comfort. The
little Western church provided wifh a
pulpit but no seats of any description,
was an ohject of comsiderable interest
to me. During services the patives
squat down on the mats. Most of the
people (of both sexes) in this village
were simply clad in their ordinary
“sulygs,’?

By iovitation Mr. Thiele and myseli
dined with Superintendent Tenner
whose fine residence is perched on the
top of a hill overlooking the river for
several miles up and down. Mr. Tenuoer
has a nice little family, and we spenta
pleasant evening, conversing about Utah

and its people, Mr. Tenner has visited
our territory, being employed as an
engineer on the Denver & Rio Grande
Railway at the time that road was being
built through Utah.
ANDREW JENSON,

Bav, pear Viti Levu, Fiji Islands,

August, 11th, 1895,
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ANN ARBOR, Miohigan,
Nov. 8, 1895.

It is a plensant duty to pen you
renders a feWw paragraphe concernlog
Otal people tu thie city. who are bring-
ing honor and fame to Utan,

The Utah colony is quite large thls
year. LU kpoludes four literary, three
iaw students, four musio sludents, a
professor in the musle eohool and two
bigh school students. Aaxide from
atadsnts our colony ocosotalns some
filteen ghildren snd mothe re.

Bros. Jaunes Brown, J. E. Wooly,
Arthur Dalley and Mise Ida Jones at=
tend the literary department.

Grant C. Bagley, a prominent and
elfted young man of S8cuth Bountifal,
anod Bro. Haunsen, a reprereotative
Utab boy from Ssnpete, and Judge J.
0, Joner, of Provo, whole well known
as a bright lawyer, beld Utah’s end up
st the law s¢hool.

[o the celebratey mueic ¢ghool one
flode oo the regleter the book the
names of Qe-rge A. Doue, the officient
leader of the Serond ward oboir at
Payson; Sianley Partridge, of Provo,
who undoubled]y posseszees talent of
bhigt order in his art; Frank Wight-
map, spother Payson boy, who bringa
prenat credit to hie city, ana Bbisa lda
Jones, of Provo, who hus alrendy won
successes in [Jiab in concert, and who
Juoes Bne work in the school. All of
the musto pupll?, excepting Brother
Partridge take voual musie with theo-
retical work, and Brother Partridge
taktes pips organ, plano and theology.

Io connection wilth the Uoiversity
dobool of Muslic, 18 the Frieze Mem-
orial hall, pamed io hooor of the late
Henry Frleze, who, during the sgtive
part of his lile, Wrote many text books
whioh are used largely 1n the public
aphgole, His book called Frieze's
Virgll, 1= especiaily-noted. He aleo
aeld the poeition ol Profeesor of Liatin
in the UJ. of M for eeverai yeare. Hae
dted some 21X years ago, atid the large
musjosl hall was namea after him oo
apocount of the ioterest he manjfested
Lo the progress uf the music world.

Profersor J. J. McClellsu of the
sohool of musie, han the honor of
veing dJireotor of the Unlversity
orghestrs, whioh i composed of the
best musical talent Mlebigsn afforde.
lbeir rehearsals ure teld in the Frieze
Memorial bhall, which po other or-
oheatrs would be aliowed the use of.
Qur Utah boy waves the baton over
many older heajsthso his ows, ADJ
iooks dignified in the place, s well
filled by him, Many tnusical pecple
«0 1o the rehearsale lo listen to the
sweet strains produced by the well
knownorchesirs, whigh 1# under one
ol ourown boys. He & aleo pianiet
of the Choral Unulon, a musleal body
uf about 500 siogers. The Columblan
orgsan at the large Uulversity hall ie
under his sway at 1he Choral Unlou
concerts,

We must not forget to make men-
tion of the 8t. Thomsas ocbolr aud




