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and had gone to school with joseph
smith and hadbad also eaten and slept
with himaim he showed us the location
of the farm which once belonged to
martinkartin harris about a mile northeast
oPot palmyraalmyra the old farm housebouse a

bkc k building is still standing
dI1 the place is now owned

by a german in coming
in on the new central railway
we passed through one corner of the
farm mr ford told us a numbercumber ofet
interesting things in regard to the
smith family butbat when he informed
us that joseph at the time he lived in
this neighborhood was an old bacbachel-
or

he
we began to think that the old

mans memory had commenced to fail
aim
our next mauman was major john H

gilbert the person who set the type
lorfor the first edition of the book of
mormon in egbert GrgrandingGrandandinslna printing
office in palmyra 557 years ago we
found him living in a comfortable
irame house on gates street he is a
remarkably well preserved man 86
feyearsars old and withal gentlemanly and
intelligent he seemed to take
pleasure I1in relating to us the particu-
lars connected with the printing of the
book of mormon of the pages
of which the book conconsistedAsted tielie set in
type about pages himself the
work of printing the book liehe remem-
bered distinctly was commenced
in august 182919 and finished in
march 1830 oliver cowdery and
hyrum smith were the two
who gegenerallybrally brought copy to
the prinprintinggitig office and oliver cow-
dery and mr grandin read the proofs
together by copy mr gilbert hadbad to
his bestbeat rerecollectiongollection onlyionly seen joseph
smith on the one occasion he
came to the printing office and staid
about twenty minutes arrarrangingangUinsomething in regard to the work mrr
gilbert said that the late david whit-
mer had made several mistakes in hisbis
pamphlet where he alludesalluded to the
printing of thetae book of mormon
martia harris he said hadbad given
security torfor the full amount agreed
upon for printing before the work was
commenced and there was no dejaydeday
because of financial embarrassmentembarrassembarrassmentmenk
atAL the time of printing mr gilbertgilben
kept a private copy of the book of
mormon for his own use which he
sold in an unbound condition a few
yearsears ago to P T sexton a richach
bankerker of palmyra torfor the sum of WO
besides this he has at different times
secured a number of bound copies for
several parties at the rate of 15
per copy we made particular in-
quiry in regard to the manuscript
or copy fromfroin which he setact the
book of mormon his answers went to
prove that it was the copy now isia ppos-
session
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of the Whit mers in ricrichmondahmohmo ad
mo at times when jaehe was hurried to
get a form ready torfor the press other
compositors would be sent to help
him and on such occasions hebe would
frequently cut the pages in the manner
we saw them cut in richmond
mr gilbert has not followed the trade
of a printer torfor the last sixdixeeneen years
but whenever hisbis birthday comes
around hebe makes it a regular practice
and has done torfor several years to go
to the several printing offices in parpal-
myra and set up a stick or two otof type
ilehe Is called the vetveteranerniA printer of
wayne county and he thinks hebe tois
about abe oldest living printer in the
united states has a wife 78 years old
living also five children six children
are dead

we next visited the housebouse which
was once egbert GrGrandlandinsns old print
ing office mr grandin has been dead
many years out hisbis househonse a substan-
tial three story brick buildingalding is
still standing on the north sideme of
main street palmyra about halt
way between market and william
streetset the lower story is now
pied as a news depot and n
torestore J H johnson proprietor theh
second story which egbert gragrandin
used as a bookbindery is now divided
up into dwelling apartments and the
third story where the book of mor-
mon was set in type is used as a store-
room for sewing machines and organsorgans
it may be interesting to some to know
thatmat the celebratedCelebratect mr lingeringer the
leading imammaa of the singer sewing

who was a native
of this part of the country helped
to erect the building

we hadbad comfortable quarters at the
powers house last night the pro-
prietoretor mr W A powers is a rela-
tive of 0 W powers late associate
usticejustice of utah

Fapalmyralmyra is iia fine little town on the
new york central and west shore
railways 23 miles east otof Rocherochester
and has about 2500 inhabitantsamong other handsome buildings we
noticed five church edifices owned
resrespectivelyactively by the babaptists episco
rallanspa lians presbyteriansrians methodistsmethodists and
catholics the fouxfour protestant
churches are located on the same
street and on four opposite corners
and their four steeples rising from the
samelame place is the first thing that at-
tracts the attention of approaching
strangers the catholics have to
content themselves with a position in
the rear in point of church build
iningsa they are generally in front but inpalmyrapalmyra they areace few in numbers and
thetheirir modest little brick church stand
ining back from the others affordsaffords only
a little cross in lieu of a steeple

this morning we engaged mr T G
Qu alfer a livery stable owner to take
us a few miles on our journey he
had previously been engaged by others
of our brethren from utah who have
visited here one mile and a half due
south of main street palmyra taking
the road locally known as stafford

we came to the old smith restreal
aenice situated in the extreme north

west cornercomer of manchester township
ontario county new york where the
youthful prophet lived with tits parents
at the time he hadbad hisbis first vision and
was first visited bybv the angel moroni
the farm laIs noirnow owned I1pyy SV A
chapman son of the late 8 T chap-
man who bought it of aMra mr absolom
weeks 28 years ago butbat previousioas
to that time and after it was occu-
pied by the smiths it hadbad changed
hands several times and has also been
considerably enlarged the frame 0
the building originally erected by the
elder joseph smith andaad his sons is
still standing but the interior of the
houtehofe a story and a half building has
not been materially changed but new
additions have been made to it theoldold lady mother of the present owner
and her amicable daugdaughter took eoncon-
siderablesid erable pains in showing us the
room where joseph is supposed to
have kept the plates after receiving
them from the angelanel in this how-
ever they may be mistaken but it is
no doubt the room inia which joseph on
theahe night between the and
of september 1823 conversed with
moroni

lain leaving the old smith residence
we turned east to the Cananda gua
road when we about V2 miles south
otof palmyraPaltayrL passed the armington
school house in which joseph and
several otof his brothers and sisters
are said to nave attended school
one and a half mile further or
a little over four miles due
south of palmyra on the east
side olof the CanandAgus road stands Ccu-
morah

a
the highest hill in the neighbor-

hood it rises abruptly from the more
leyellevel country north of it to the height
of about feet climbing it from
the north end the highest point on
which stands the stump of a large tree
Is soon reached south of this the hillbill
gradually recedes unantuW it is lost in the
level about one mile octant there is
a number of otterother nitra in this part of
the country and they all extend north
and south like so mady summits or
ridges A number of them are several
miles long butbat only a9 few hundred
yards across from east to west toethe
idill cumorah is no exception from this
rule besides the north end its east
ern and bewwew slopes are quite itesteepep
and the top f ests of a narrow ridge
somewhat rocky botnboth sides of the
north end of the hill have been
plowed by the present owner clear
to the top andaad only a very few trees
have been suffered to remain of the
dense forest that no doubt covered the
hill at the time joseph received the
plates about yards south from
the north end on the west side how-
ever is ia beautiful beech grove con-
tainingta we should judge about six
acres ol01of laud most of the trees are
small but stand very close together
into the shade of this little grove we
retired in solemn prayer and re-
joiced exceeding in belogbeing permitted to
oebe here

FAYETTE seneca county
new york oct 2

we left the hill cumorah about 11
today two miles south we

passed through the village of man-
chester and traveling one mile further
we arrived at shortsvilleShortsville a small town
on the N Y C ff R ry from
here we went by rail to waterloo a
flourishing ae C t of inhabi-
tants Fsituated1 abed on both sidesaides of theseneca river about half way between
the north end of seneca and cayuga
lakes after making some inquiries
as tpto directions locality etc we
started southwest in search of the old
whitmer residence in which the
church was first organized having
walked about ten miles we came to
the house of an aged gentleman by the
name ofphy marshall who hihadLd at-
tended meetings in Whitmeis housebouse
when a boy and hadbad heard joseph and
a number of other early elders of the
church preach guided by his direc-
tions we had noBO further difficulty iniii
findingfind lne the exact spot we were aiming
for and abbata we arrived at
the farm once owned by peter whit-
mer sen and naw the property of
jesse snook a prominent business
man of waterloo who rents it to
chestercheater reed the present occupant
churchthelie old house in which the
church was organized sadand in which a
number ofbf the first general confer-
ences of the church were held and
joseph received a number of import
ant a one and aalfa half
story house it was torn down
many deoro ago but the site on
which it stood iss well known
and out to usno the old
fafamily wellell is still there also several
of the logsloge which once constituted a
partart of the building lay along the fence
halfmf decdecayedy

the siteI1 off the old whitmer restresi-
dence I1is about four miles south of
waterloo and about 40 rods west of
the road leading from that place to
west fayette on the genivageneva and
ithaca railway in fayettefayette township
seneca county new yorkork state it is
about a quarter of a mile northnorthwestwest of
a small cluster of housesbouses about sixsit in
number locally known as jollytownJollytown
named after a family by that name
which is mentioned in the early history
of the church the village dorformerlymerly
called fayette about four miles east
of west fayetteFaye tle is now generally
known as Beary town we ex-
amined the ground very closely and
thought of the pastast speaking of the
present wishedishee that certain things
might transpire in the future prepared
resolutions made the necessary en-
tries in our note books and returned
to waterlooWa where we are now walt-
ing

wait-
ing for the train to take us back to
rochester

we have heard a great many things
about the extraordinary qualities of

the smith family butbat nothing that
beats the following relatedmated to us this
morning by a citizencitizeri of palmyra

when osephjoseph smith saysbays our in-
formant was diggingdiggin for the golden
bible bean short orof provisions and
in order to obtain some matton
fromfreoa a somewhat simplekniplesimplemindedminded
neighbor joseph prevailed on nimhim
to furnish a fat sheep toethe bestbeat hebe had
to be ofleoffer redasedeas a sacrifice to god
the farmer who at first appeared un-
willing at last cousenconsentedted and conse-
quently the sheep was brought into a
shed back of the smith family resid-
ence by the way the identical hill
was pointed out to us bat while the
prophet was going through a lengthy
ceremony preparatory to offering the
sacrifice one ofodaishis boys as previously
arranged carried off the sheep weigh-
ing pounds which was needed by
the family for food I1 I1

it one of the prophet joseph smiths
boys his eldest SOBBOB being born in 1882
could carry off a sheep weighing
pounds as early Aas9 1827 five years be-
fore birth I1is is no wonder that joseph
smith has made such a great stir in
the world this is a fair Sspecimen of0
several other stories put I1inu circulation
about joseph smith and the mor
mons 11

in closing this letter we will state
however that nothingBOthi ngwewe have been
able to learn through diligent inquiry
in this neighborhood about the smith
family has in the least degree shaken
ua in the confidence we formerly had
in their integrity and truthfulness

ANDREW JENSON
EDWARD STEVENSONf

S BLACK

ORIGIN OF YELLOW FEVER

astronomical influences and
BOB

A special dispatch to the boston
herald dated ottawa ont sept 27
contains the following report of an
interview with the famous prof wig-
gins in relation to the causes of vari-
ous epidemics past and present ask
logleg his opinion as to the source of the
yellow leverfever in the south I1 the anterro
gator received the following reply

the cause is purely astronomicalyouyon remember Profiprof i grimmer pre-
dicted that the earth would fallfail into
the sun june 19 1881 there was a
particle of truth in what grimmer said
that is that when the planets were in
the same line there was a tendency to
approach the sun true the earths
advance could not have exceeded a few
miles from her normal orbit still
the effect has been so marked
that even the most illiterate perceive
that nature is temporarily demoralized
whoever heardbeard of such disasters as
have occurred since that period cy
clones earthquakes floods cholera
yellow fever and what Is to come who
can tell I1 all this is exactly what
would happen itif the earth were forced
a few miles nearer the sun when you
squeeze an orange the juice is forced
th the rind toethe increased solar
attraction would contract the earths
mass toethe laudland surface would become
smaller udted the water would flowdow overever
it hence floada and the reportsreport of
rivers in all the continents overflowing
their baubankss then this shrinksshrinkagee
would not be uniform and hencebence eartyearth-
quakes then again the atmosphere
would become denser and would con-
sequently holdbold moremere carbon and its
compounds in solution producing mi
clobes and thus cholera and yellow
fever since 1881 cholera has done
its terrible work in europe espec-
ially in spain and italy and
now the fever is desodesolatinglatin9the south1 smallpox twotw0 years ago
carried off hundreds in general and
last year typhoid fever ottawa the
southern cities may be said to have no
drainage any more than those of india
or the soudan and are always in a
condition to breed disease it is well
thee people live largely on fruitsfruittorfor if they murdered animals by the
minionsmillions as we do erected slaughter
hbouses0asea around their cities like we have
around ottawa with their horrible
stench cast the offal in the river or
feed it to swine and sell the pork full
of in the market in allali proba
biabilitylity the yellow fever would by thistime have invaded canada

did the planets ever produce such
diseases as these at any former peri-
od

9 ysayes several planets were in pertperi-
helionbell at the same simeintime in the years

and 1665 sud hundreds of millions
of people then perishperishedbd by the
plague and black death you
remember how the plague
nearly de populated london in 16011664
and not only but almost every
city in the woral the planets ap-
proachingpro aching us deresiftedsifted ouroar atmos-
phere contracted the earths bodyand
forced the fluid carbon from every
chink in her surface to breed disease
and death revbev dr wild of toronto
preached a sermon in hisbis church in
1888 calling attention to the diseases
which were coming upon the earth
and pointed to the tact that several Qof
the planets were then in the perihe-
lion 71

you think then that the earth tois
passing through a severe ordeal

besandYeyessandand so are all the planets
mars which is moving jp illions ofef
miles farther from the vanbun and tois
many bundhundredsreds of years older finds
hisbis atmosphere so dense and full ofclouds that we can scarcely see some
parts of his surface through the teles-
cope but they have no yellow fever
there JUit they hadbad such a place as
florida they would so cultivate it
that llit could not breed fever or would

hew it down and let the sea flow over
it no doubt one object of the num
berless canals on hisbin surface is18 to16 ab-
sorb the carbon and to prevent dis-
ease in a few hundred years the
whole tide of human energy and skill
will be turned to our digestive systemteto

Is there a6 gentleman orer lady living
that doea not leel that abe human in-
tellect is far in advance of his or her
physical system and that our bodies
with their filthy digestive systems are
a burden to usas and were only made
for the long past animal age no won-
der the old theologians thought we
would some day have a resurrection
and get anewa new body

do you mean to say that man will
ever be apleable to change hits physical
being

yes certainly but of course
it willwig be a slow process you
know darwin shows that we
have many rudimentary muscles that
we once used showing that nature
changes with circumstances the vis-
cera of domestic animals are more een-
larged

n
and elongated than thosethese of

their wild progenitors mens minds
and too will be bent on

proproducing those fruits which contain
only elements which compose
the blood what is the sense of taking
into our stomachs a great quantity of
material that the digestive organs can
not use none whatever look at
the trees they hanono unnecessary
organs as we have in time so well
will we have cultivated the vegetable
kingdom we use and so wellwelI1 will we
have learned to manufacture our food
that nothing the system cannot utilize
will be taken into the stomach

what willbe the use of a digestive
system then

no use jallall those breed catching
organs below the second atstomach
and probably below the first will be
absorbed from disease and will dis
depearar the same as the gall has disbared from the horse and then dis-
ease will flee from the face of the
world what then will be the human
intellect here we have a vast digest-
ive machine consuming through tthehe
action of our cerebellum or polposterior
brain the greater part of our mental
energy we cannot think after a
hearty meal such is the demand of the
stomach on the brain then this men-
tal energy will be stored up torfor
thoughtthongt contemplation amusementandaand happiness never tilltall this change
takes placeplace will mankind rank among
the lofty beings of the universe like
for instance the inhabitants of saturn
and jupiter

A great storm will originate in the
northwestern territories near reginabegina
on october 6 this will divide into
two currents or wingswing one ranalrunning
southward through the mississippiap
valley to the mexican gulf the other
striking ealeafnvard over the great lake
asystem and the river st lawrence on
october 8 and 90 there will be great
danger of cyclones at the mouths of the
mississippi and rio grande and thegulfguif of st lawrence where these cur-
rents pitch into the sea while there
will be slight barometrical depression
the temperature will be remarkably
low on account of the moons perigee
and tthehe peculiar position of mars andjupiter this will be a cold andstorm autumn with probably great

life on land and
the sea

conference IN TENNESSEE

encouraging outlook for the work
in that state

LEBANON tent oct
zdbor Deseret newsNeuis

on last saturday and sunday sept
28 and 80 all of the elders of the mid-
dledl tennessee conference with presi-
dents smith and spry from chatta

met near bairdsbairas mills wilsoncounty where with saints and friends
we had a time of rejoicing
such as will not readily be torfor
gotten by all those who attended and

i took part in our meetings and who for
something to resuscitate the inner
man partook of the delicacies andof life spreada read upon a
large table to chica allall were freely
invited and did partake charactercaracter
estic of01 southern generosity no timenor means were spared by the saints
and some ffriends to make the occasion
one of both pleasure and interestsome saints even from cannoncanne concountyty
forty miles distant came ladenmiden with1 tj
things to suit the taste and also a
goodly store of faith to make sure
their enjoyment to say the least we
hope the saints in utah will beelasfeel as
thoroughlygaly revived and spiritually re-
newed as did those who attended our
conference here which was conducted
by the conference authorities andpresident spry with robert skelton
as secretary

during the four meetings the princi-
ples of life were clearly portrayed by
the speakers these present were el
ders F W chambers ogden thomaspeters brigham city PF kmelmerelmer
and franklin haymireHaymere payson wllwilI1lard hatch taylor AT W aleninger edenedert and robt skelton tooelethoele

elders haymore and heningerHenl nger are
jjust ffromrem utah elder hatch tois re-
leased to return home in november
all have now retired to their respective

labor seeking torfor the blood of
israel and warning mankind to flee
from the wrath to comeour conference isar in a prosperousrous
condition with prospects of others
soon coming into the fold with thisnext company november 20 many
souls will migrate ta colorado arizo-
na and utah to enlarge and strengthen
the borders of zion

six priesthood meetings werewerd held
at whwhichch the elders received muchmach en-
couragingcouraging instruction and were the
leading features pertaining to the
conference very well considered wita
renewed faith and hope we now press
on to deliver the message of peace to
ouroar bilowfellow men lest they perish in
their sins and their blood be upon us

R jr

LAND REVIEW

heroic treatment given mr hothol
mans suspension bill
deseret news

the bill introducedintroducect by mimg holman
on august entitled A bill to
suspend all laws touching the disposal
otof public lands except the homestead
law and torfor other purposes to which
referenceterencere has twice been made by me
came up for action in the house otof
representatives on tilethe alst dinst and
warmest thoroughly pruned

the entire first section of the bill
as originally presented by mr hot-man was stricken out which re-
moved nearly all of tilethe provisionsprotis ions
against which objections were dir-
ected leaving only thatchat portion relat-
ing to railroad grants

the public laudland laws will continue
to be executed as heretofore personspersona
who have made preemptionpre emption filings and
timber culture entries may legally per-
fect title those who made Doinestead
entries with the understanding that
they could commute the same to cash
at any time after the expiration of six
months from date of entryeutry will be per-
mitted to complete tile same in accord-
ance with the terms of their r contractsconti acts
and persons who accepted pledges of
the governmentovern ment redeemable in public
landn torfor waivers of valid and valuable
claims may continue to locate their
scrip

the people of the great northwest
are to be congratulated upon the es-
cape they have experienc edas nothing
could have more seriously injured thi
growth of their section than the pas-
sage of the bill introduced

the bill was so changed that the title
was found inapplicableland A bill re-
lating to railarailroadoad land grants was
substituted it simply providesprovider thatduring the pending of the measures
now before congress in relation to the
jaforfeiture of certain lands hereheretofore
grantedgranted by congress to railroad corpo-
rations and thereafter no act donidone or
performed by any suet corporation
shall in anywise enlarge the right or
claim of any such corporation to any
lands covered by any such grant or
diminish any right now egistiexistingng in the
united statius to declare the forfeiture
thereof this provision shall not be

to in anywise affect or di-
minish or waive any right now existingexis
in behalf otof the united states to de-
clare the forfeiture of any of the lauds
embraced in any such grant

HENRY N corpCOPP

UNCOMMON FAIRNESSFAIR NESS

THE oldham chronicle published in
lancashire england has the following
feraryliterary notices which are quite un-
common in their fairness to our church
publications

THE BOOK OF MORMON liverpool goo
teasdale 42 Is lington appp

the mormonscormonsMor mons or latter day saints
have opened a missionary head centre
aandrid publishing office in liverpool
from whence the movements otof the
body are controlled and its liter-
ature issued the days of pooh
hoohing the mormonscormons are now
gone and devout and thoughtful men
leel called upon to examine the won-
derful and almost unique claims of
the book of mormon or else give as
reasonable an account of its origin as
that offered by itself it is simply a
questionestion of evidence and the probleminis practically in a nutshell and yet
how few christion people have de-
voted one hours thought to the sub-
ject apart altogether from its claims
as ia divine revelation the book of
mormon Is a work otof singular interest
itsto style is very similar to that of thequranuran or the book of chronicles and
ic givegives us a hestorhistory of a large number

i bbff israelites who fetteft jerusalem long
before the christian era and who
altiultimately settled in america this his-
tory Is written in a quaint simple im-
pressiveolve style and lais of absorbing in-
terest it combines tilethe excellencies
of a book of travel a history and a
religious manual its moral tone is
high and the work abounds in the
loftiestloftiest inspirations it ought to be in
the study of everevery preacher of the
gospel and all christians ought to
know what it really is it costs but
two shillings beautifully bound in
cclothoth 11

THE STARSTAB liverpool googeo
teasdale 42 Islington

for fifty years ever since the dis
discovery ot thetae book of Mormon this
penny weekly has been pouring forth
its wealth of thought its thrilling
records of service and its healthy
stimulus the articles on the new
witness of god which have appeared
during the past seven or eight

gekseasle are mostmoat powerful and perfoasiveive they are a scholarly
vigorousorous and almost exhaustive de-
fence of the genuineness and authen-
ticity of the book of mormon mr
teasdale issues a number of
and pamphlets on mormonism whichare having a wide circulation they
are able courteous and interesting


