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THE DESERET NT°

EDITORIALS

IS DANCING PROPER OR
- HEALTHFUL?

il

THE questiong ¢T- =»0CINg proper
or healthfa1 exercise,” has been
lately & subject. of discussion in lit-
erary as well as social circles. It is
claimed by many public teachers in
the world, and more especially by
religious preachers, that it is an

amusement baneful alike to body
and soul. Others maintain that it
is harmless in itself and productive
of good results. We think that both
are right and both are wrong to
some extent.

There is nothing :orally evil in
moving gracefully to ti.= sound of
sweet music, neither is it «'enlated
to injure the body. On the contrary,
a moderate amount of sugh exercise
is good recreation, and has a benefi-
cial eftect upon both body and mind.
But there are evils attending public
dances which tend to make them
detrimental spiritually and physi.
cally. These ought to be pointed
out toand avoided by the Latter-
day Saints, whose privilege it is_to
angﬂy everything that is good, and
whose duty it is to avoeid everything
that is evil. -

One evil of public dances is that
they are frequently gatherings of

ple of various moral character.
E‘?ﬂ modest and prudent with the
immodest and unwise. The inno-
cent and confiding with the immor-
-al and intriguing. And opportuni-
ties are afforded to the vile and un-
chaste to exercise an influence
which is always to be deplored. The
mingling together in the dance of a
ure  woman and & vicious de-
auchee, is an incongruity that
gshocks the sense of fliness and a

wrong that ought not to be permit-]

ted. ,

Another evil is, the latenesa of the
hours to which dancing is usually
extended. It is eustomary to begin
the amusement about the proper
time for it to be concluded, oung
geoplﬁ are thus led to contraet the

ad habit of keeping late hours, and
whether old er young, it i injuri-
ous to health to indulge in saltatory
exercise in a heated atmosphere be-
yond midnight, and then emerge
into the chilly air of early morn
am'l; g0 home to get half a night’s
rest. |

This leads to the consideration of
another evil attending such parties;
that is, the unwholesome air which
frequently pervades the hall where
the dancers whirl around, the in-
sensible and sometimes very percep-
tible perspiration and exhalation
from the moving bodies poisoning
the air in buildings not sufficiently
va%tilnted. o o

our e are apttoin
immﬁﬁy in the dance. Many

girls 80 delicate a8 to be un-
able to en in domes-
tic labor, too fragile to. twirl a

broom, to make a loaf or cook a
meanl, and who would faint at the
idea of walking a couple of miles,
will figure in every dance during an
entire evening and far into the
night, travelling an immense dis-
tance in the aggregate, and exhibit-
ing an amount of vigor astonishin
to those who know their habits%in
dia;bililiiaa at humﬁe. This wviolent
and prolonged exertion must ba, v
ltmi.u:rlpful to such delicate organ;{
ns.

Another and serlous evil of public
dancing is the hugging fashion of
later times, which has taken the
ﬁlaoe of the courteous touch and per-

aps ‘excessively dignitied deport-
ment of r days. The close
anim of ttcli?‘ .;araltz and other so.
ca roun ances, i8 recognizad
by all thoughtful and’ prudent .
ple as a change for the worse, Fﬁuoe
postures which some couples assume
are tively disgusting. A lady who
would be grossly insulted if a male
friend were to put his arm around
her waist while sitting by her side,
will ‘permit a comparative stranger
to embrace her in the waltz and will
whirl around in his arms as though
it was the correct thing to do. We
consider this practice much to be
deprecated, and altogether out of
place in a ball room where respect-
able people congregate. No young
lady who has a proper sense of self-
respect and any regard for the good
opinion of the wise and honorable,
will go to the indelicate extreme or
allow? that close contaet which is

seen in the most popula ; '
the netiod, populiar dances of

But all these evile and others that
might be enumerated can be avoid-
ed, and dances can be soconducted
as to promote social intercourse

without harm,
without lascivious suggestiong,

healthful exercise WwilR@t without
and plﬂ’.‘ﬁﬂ'ﬁe.' And therefore that
SR eation which many religious
people consider wieked and pernici-
ous is permitted by the religion of
the Latter-day Saints, It forms no
essential part of that religion, but is
recogni by it as admissaole, and
taken under itsregulation, If dancing
is wrong it ought not to be sustain-
ed by religion; if it is right, it ought
to be under the purview of religious
influence. By this means the evils

grace of deportment | seekinost extreme measures, the so-

which often attend it may beguard-
ed against and prevented, to a very
t extent, if not entirely.
1t is for this reason that instruc-
tions are given by the authorities of
this Church for the regulation of
public dancing, requiring that it be
conducted under the nm_nagemautnf
the Bishops in the various Wards;
that moderation govern it; that
round dancing be diacourageu,
late hours be avoided; that decorum
and good order
frants be permitted toj partici
ele.
“Mormon”

pate

dancing parties are
opened and closed with = prayer,
the “ Divine blessing  being
invoked, so that all who engage in
the entertainment may be remind-

O mnisciencey and that while the Al
mighty de ights in the pleasure of
His children, ‘““He cannot look upon
sin w}’th the least degree of allow-
ance,

upon young or old; it detracts noth

ing from true enjoyment; ivspoils

a calm and
nity and a desire for the happ
of all; and helps

beneflt of the whole being.
As the season for dancing

tice of the advice
this subject, and so conduet them:

priety. By

that |

be maintained; that|ing
no one under the i: fluence ol intox- | from the Omaha Bee, will be read

And it is on this account thail

—=a Up and destroy by

¢ial structure of this community.
These cruel miscreants seem to care
nothing for the severance of ties
that have been formed under the
sincerest eonvictions of right. They
appear to lose sight of the fact that
tEa furtherance of their schemes
might produce an incalcalable
amount of human m . All they
care for is the attainment of their
own selfishness and the punish-
ment of the objects of their hatred.
The putting forward of the plea
of the interests of common morality
is a delusion and a snare, the Lat-
ter day Saints being the most moral,
jure and upright community in the
country, without exception. BSuch
a plea from the class professing be-
lief in the Bible, comes with a sorry
grace, the ostensible (not real) object
of the ernsade being the demolition
of a similar system of marriage to
that taught by the G Book. _
On the subject of the local reli-
gious crusaders in the present hound-
on movement, the following,

with interest:
€A circular, signed by the Episco-

ed that they are under the eye of

This imposes no undue restraint

no strains ofd hlarmnnyg itti f‘m“mt:
no proper indulgence; but it impar

abi %le;:;’nl: and genial
apirit; promotes sociability, frater-
iness
to bring about the
object of the amusement, healhful
recredation for the stimulation and

parties
has now set in, it is to be hoped that
the Latter-day Saints. will take no:
given to them on

selves as to gain rational enjoyment
without excess and without Impro-
this means they will
grumute instead of injuring their

odily health, and when their fun is

over will have nothing tore
and nothing to

tained-and protected.

the people in

concerts, dramatic

encouraged and

community.
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SECTARIAN FURY.

cipal seat in Salt Lake Cily.
desperate ““Mormon™-haters who,

according to the Ogden Baptist
preacher’s statement, have not
enough power -to raise a prayer
meeting, are filled with the ¢ -
eyed monster” at the success and in-
fluence .of the *Mormon® Church.
They would like to see it destroyed,
root and branch, and thus exhibit

the kind of spirit that inspires

them. The Christian spirit is to
manifest Jong suflering ° and
love, and a  desire to re-
claim and redeem those

who may be esteemed to be in error.
The Batanic spirit is vengeful and
malignant, seeking to crush and
condemn those who differ from the
parties embued with it. It is a sim-
ple matter to understand the source

of the inspiration of those who,
moved wit

pent of
regret. Those who

conduct these parties sliould due
attention to the proper’ vanpti.litiun
of the halis used for the pur

have them as ble from
dnst, which, inhal into the
lungs is very injurious, see
that proper order is maintai

that late hours are avoided and that
all things are done with propriety,
and that the rights of all are sus-

And it would be guite as well for
the wvarious rettle-
ments,that instead of continual dane-
ing parties, more lectures, readings,
performances and-
other intellectual entertainments be
patronized,by which
information is bilended with amuiise-
ment, and fun is mingled with in-
struction. We conclude, however,
that, indulged in with moderation,
under proper control, in suitable

laces and at reascnable hours, danc-
ng can be made a healthful recrea-
tion, harmonious with religion and
beneficial to the individual -and the

A crusade iz being worked up against
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints by blinded sectarian
bigots. The howl of fanaticism be-
ing sounded through the churches
of the nation seems to have its prin-

The

k

pal bishop, the Roman Catholic vi-
car-general, clergymen of different
denominations, teachers and others

| abide by them and be

Stack sued his Bishop for damages,
charging that the removal was
illegal, in that it injured him in his
profession and was without sufficient
cause.

In the course of the case, it was
shown n evidence that,according to

the rules of the Catholic Church,
the Bishop held this authority; that
when a specific charge was e,
the priest was entitled to a tria!; but
that the Bishop could summarily
remove & priest in his diocese, and
that the latter had the right of ap-
peal to higher ecclesiastical authori-
t

"I‘ha court ruled that where ac-|

tion is taken according to tne estab-
lished rules of 'a church, the civil
cogris must not interfere, when it is
not a violation of the laws of the
land. The court that in ac-
cepting the office, the priest made a
compact to abide by the laws of the
Church. He virtually agreed to
governed ac-
cording to them. Therefore, if he i8
removed from office in accordance
with those rules and regulations, he
has no proper ground of mmP]aint
and no remedy in a court of law.
The Court held that every chureh,
whether Cathdlic or Protestant, is
free to deal with its members, offi-
cers, ministers, dignitaries, ete., in
conformity to its own rules, and =0

of Salt Lake City, Utah, has been
sent to ministers and others
throughout the land, asking alten-
tion to the spread and growing
power of Mormonism in the wesat-
ern territories, and the insufliciency
of the United States law t
ﬁygamy to put an end to its evils,
ey therefore ask all swho receive
the circular to bring to the notice of
their members of Congress these
facts, to the end that they may be
interested “in securing for us af the
a hing session of Congress,
such legislation as will at once and
forever put a stop to the further
spread of polygamy.” They ask to
have the anti-polygamy Iaw of Con-
gress so amended that the living to-
gether of parties—or cohabditation,
to use a legal term—shall be the
proof of bigamy or polygamy, in
stead of the ceremony of marriage
because the latter is formed in
secret within the walls of the En-
dowment House, in the presence of
faithful Mormons oly, and no one
of these will bear testimony to the
fact; that polygamy shall be a con-
tinuous crime, instead of being al-
lowed (as now) to expire within
three years, hy a statute of. limita-
tion; that the woman shall be equal-
ly punishable with the men for this
offense; that the accessories to the
polygamous marriage shali be
nalg punishable with the princi-
pals; that the jury list may in-
creased to400; and that adultery,-
seduction, lewd and lasecivious cohab-
itation, and kindred offenses may be
punishable as in the States and oth-
er Territories of the Union. They
claim that the law as it now stands
is tically a dead letter, because
of its defects, only two ns hay-
ing been convicted under it in the
eighteen years it has been cn the
statute book. Mormonism is no
lon confined to Utah, but already
holds the balance of power in Idaho,
and has gained a strong foothold in
Wyoming, Arizona, and southern
Colorado. If is not likely that the
question will receive much atten
tion from Congress. Polities and
polygamy have been too much mix-
ed up in times past to afford much
hope for any more rapid solution of
the question than than that which
time, edueation and the natural in-

crease of the Gentile ‘B?pulatiun will |

bring to its accomplishment.”

. We are slow to belleve that a ma-
gurl of members of the National
lature will suffer themselves to

be threatened, cajoled, or intimidat-
ed into the adoption of cruel, unjus-
tifiable measures, that the whole
counfry would be sure, in course of
time, to deeply ret. The ques-
tion takes the decided form of areli-

gious crusade, to which no true
statesman could ever lend himselt.
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THE RIGHTS OF CHURCH
COURTS.

THE right of churches to enforce
their discipline has recently been
sustained by the Bupreme Court of
Pennsylvania in a lengthy and well
digested opinion. The case arose

out of a diﬂ;‘ﬂute between Father
Etll:aok, ? Catholi¢ priest g’hu had
charge of a pastorale at illiams
port, Pa., and Bishrp O’Hara, in
whose diocese he labored. "The
Bishop removed him from the

charge of the church and assigned

unseemly hate, are'him to no other position. Father

long as these are regulariy enforced,
no civil court has any authority
whatever to interfere with the au-
thority, discipline, ediets and acts of
a church court. ;

This is good common sense, and
according to the spirit of the Con-
stitution of the United S ates which
forbids interference on the part of
the State with the affairs of the
Church. The point sustained should
be ¢lear to every reasonable mind,
But the formal enunciation of it by
a competent court of !aw is worthy
of being placed on record and of
publication for general benefit.

-

| THE NUISANCE OF SMOKE.

SEVERAL eastern cities are taking
into serious ﬁunﬂiymtinn the emoke
nuisance. The use of coal in manu-
factures as well as for house fuel

causes great inconvenience and
damsage. The clouds of smoke that
«riseobscure the sunlight and drop

flakes of smut upon the publ
while buildings are defaced, a::a

their ap ce is spoiled. Anj
one who been in Paris and then
taken a frip to London could not but

be struck by the great contrast in
the appearance of the two cities. . In
the French capital, where charcoal
is used for firing, the white stone
buildings preserve their guﬂty and
greet the eye pleasantly in the
bright sunshine. In the British
metropolis, where the coal smoke
thickens the air, every building is
smutted and looks dark and forbid-
ding in com n. Onecityshows
like a bright fair maiden decked in
her gayest robes, the other like a
a huge negro, clad in garments som-
bre and gloomy. ,
There are several places in Ameri-
ca where the smoke from coal fires
and furnaces has been made thesub-
ject of local legislation. . Ciiicinnati
has recently taken up the question
and solved it by a short process.The
nuisance became 80 great as to be
almost unbearable, and the City
Council found it n to do
something to satisfy the public who
were loudly complaining, So an or-
dinance was passed ‘for the sup-
re=sion of smoke. It imposes a
eavy penalty on any obne who
causes smoke to arise in such quan-
tity as to become a public nnisance,
It has been pract demon-
strated that most of the smoke can
be coneumed without : reat difficul-
ty. Steam engines of a very power-
tﬁl kind are run by the Clnecinnati
Water Works, The superintendent
says that eighty per cent. of the
smoke from the furnaces is now
consumed, and he expects to reduce
it almost to nothing. Several es-
tablishments where engines are in
use in that city have adopted a
machine which stops the nuisance

like a charm. The ordinance does |

not require the use of this machine
or any other apparatus, but simply

imposes a penalty on those who
eause the nuisance, leaving them to
make their own remedy. It has
also been demnnétmte! that by
putting coal in the furnaces and
fires a little at a time, a lively fire
will itself consume the smoke, so
that but little will escape through
the ehimney, and that, therefore,
much of the nuisance is caused b

b

y | improper

piling on coal in large quantities at
once.

Salt Lake is beginning to suffe¢

|

insomed from the effects of
the smoke nuisance, and judging
from the dense clouds waich arise
eapecially in the evening in the
central t of the city, we are of
the opinion that the time is not far
distant when some municipal regu-
lation will have to be adopted and
enforced, here as elsewhere toabate
it. But would it nct be just as well
for those whose business is such as
to uire the use of coal in large
qun::&tim, to look about for some
remedy for excessive smoke, of their
own volition, and thus avoid the
necessity of declaring their works a
public nuisance? e think so and
throw out the suggestion in kind-
ness,

- -
[COMMUNICATED. ]
“A SUNDAY TALK.”

THE adoption of certain hours fo
meals, as a8 matter of social and dom
estic economy and comfort, is no
doubt very fitting, and appearts
appropriate; but the practice 1
something more than a custom, anc
reflection shows it to be based upon
the inherent needs of the physic:
organization, and it is further showr
by experience that ty i
nfmt productive of results s
far as eating to live, is concerned.
there not something analogous
this in to the needs of th
gpirit? Divine revelation and cor
mandments seem to favor thi
thought; and the Sabbath, (one da
in seven), was no doubt intelligen
ly nrdar:t;l}d and set apart furt th
express special purpose, not as §
rest from daily labor simply, nq
altogether for social enjoymen
but in a direct sense and manner 1’
the assemblies of the Baints, for tk
worship of God, for the inculeatic
of those npiritunl truths whic
when received and absorbed, min
ter to healthy and vigorous spirit
and religious life. Special b :
were promised to ancient Israel, é]& |
day;” and indifference as

viding they “kept holy—the
meeting with the general congrez§

bath

tion of the Eainm{nm deprecat &
by the prophe the couns
“Forsake not the assembling
yourselves together,)as the man
of some is;” and the old intimati
that “they that feared the Loj
8 often one to another,’” sho
t the advantages and importang
of this day (the SBabbath) and
servicez were well understooa!

It is also further understood
a mixed diet best subserves t
animal economy, so spiritual life
mtgrl:mndt whmth v I;dil:“u;‘ft;ra .

8 ; thes e gosl
is a sp t of ‘“liberty”® in this se
there is s % a]:tlimulua il:ll.
ulngng a ymn, psalm,j.
anthem; spiritual food in a well
dered inspirational discourse, spig/
ual life comes from the spring#.
devotion of a soulful prayer.

Most receive strength from
taking of the Holy Sacramel
others from ] testimony; & |
a congregation can simultag
ously have ‘‘a feast n{h ei';t :.‘hin ,
every one receiving pork
of:zgt in due season.” Then asy.
from the general and public servief
many members of the church he
3eclnlquumm and other oppc

ties; ““the teacheron the bloc
the of the *stake}”
laborer in the Sabbath school; §
in many other directions men
able to find food, and to receive s
nourishment as they need!

However there are prerequisite

oyment in connection wi h g

anrd one desirable thing

connection with the enjoyment §
meal is, that the person parts
should have an appetite; withy
this everything palls, and in fad}:
more or less repulsive to the se
Now, is not the case in |
gpiritual matters? Are we no |
rected to this thought by the “Ei¢
ed are they that Aunger and ta}
after righteousness, for they sh 4§
filled?” Have we not known t
who had the run of a well-s
larder, to become very dainty,
even ptic in their habit?
ways nibbling but never really }
ing, the stomach is naturally ta}
until dyspepsia becomes confi
in the system, and that wi
should tend to health creates
ness, and mayhap premature de

Who bas not had an axperien
such in all churches, the ‘“Morng
Church not excepted? There }
condition of spiritual dyspepsia
ing from the reception of trut]
quantities, at imp

seasons,improperly prepared per}

{

1

sometlimes, and these diverse
false conditions will bring spir}




