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P 1an writing from brazilBiazil hnshasnashas
thetho following about the babananan na

but thetho most wonderful
I1

productionproduct loj
of this and nilall tropical countriess in my
estimation esthe banana and its syn 1

tilethe plain tain we llavehave haifahalfhalfaa
dozen vavarieties each with peculiar ha-vor

fla-
vor ha-

ianiantandI1 qualities somesonic grow 8 or 10
feethigh others 20 the stalks are
from 0 to 12 inches thick but almost as
sostandtand succulentas celery each of
them bear one bunch of bananas and
one only when ititt is cut down with a
stroke of the csima da to secure the fruit
and give place to other stalks andthus they grow and ripenripon perpetually
all the year round A great traveler
has calculated that the plantain on one
acre of ground will pproduceproduce as much
food as 1 acres of wheat oralor 41 aeresacresaeresacres ofpotatoes the fruit constitutes the
principle reliance of the poor and is a
luxury fonfor allnil is good rawnaw roastedrpasted
baked and indeed in everyevery form abidand
equally relished by all domdomesticestleestie owisowls
and animals thatthit devour fruit leaves
stalks and all eithle 0greatest avidity i

the banana requires but ah single
planting forfbi aC lifetime putting in the
groundround a binglesingle sprout or shoot from
the at a distancedistAn66 of 20
or 0 feet fromfroia each otherothen andund on
ground that you always calculatecalculate to
spare tor that purpose because it is im-
possible to extirpate tuatue root the oadone
stalk soon gives more springingnging out
from thetheridessides in thAground perpetual
ly alidarid in a few years covering thetwe in-
terveningterien spaces until the whole sur-
face

t
becomes fruit androliagtueeulthith scarcely room to passpas through

thetho archesarches A ba-
nana orbi a banana patch is a beautiful

Wwithith their stalks and theirthein pro-
duce in all stages ofperfection the broad
leaves waving in the broezebreezebrobreeze and fan
bingin lazylizyitzy repose while the bodies of
the treestl ci bendbind under their luscious bur
ienlen lianifaniiansandd would often break downdown with
the weight except from neighboring

t there are to bananas
on a bunch like the grapesgrapo and the
bunches are generally as much as a
stout man can carry theyrhey should al-
ways be cut as soon as the fruit isismama
aured but while the skin is J

and hanchang uptip in the shade to turn yel-
low which improves the navor it
takes about a year for stalk and fruit to
maturemathre from the firstplanting and then
there pis never any more trouble with
theerthe cropop scarcely any hoeing or weed-
ingingl no66 culture only slay and eatcat
Ccertainlyertentainaly it is the greatest boon ever
bestowedbestowdd on the indolent tropics A
native swinging in his hammock with
a bunch of ripe bananas hanginghangin in
reach on the one side and a
ing fire on the other by which he might
ightlight his little cigar without getting up
isaibais a most perfect picture of conten-
tment

in regard to colors mowe
are far behind the ancients none of
the colors in thefhe egyptian paintings of
thousands of years ago are in the least
faded except the green the tyrian
purple of the entombed city of pompeii
is13 as fresh todayto day as it was those thous-
and years ago some of the stucco
taintedpainted ages before the Chrlschrischristiantian era
broken up and mixed reverted tto0 its
originalC lustre and yet wowe pity the
ignorance of the dark childrenchiehi idren
of the ancient egypt the colors upon
the wallswalla of neros festal vault are as
fresh as if painted yesterday so is the
cheek of the egyptian prince who was
contemporaneous with solomon and
cleopatra at whose feet caesar laid the
riches of his empire

and in regard to metals the edges of
the statues of the obelisk il of egypt and
of the ancient wallswalis of rome arearo
asaa if but hewn yesterday and the
stones still remain so closely fitted that
their seams laid with morter cannot
be penetrated with the edge of a pen-
knifeknife and their surface is exceedingly
hardilard so hard that whonwhen the french ar-
tista

ar-
tiste engraved two lines obelisk
brought from ecegyptapt they destroyed in
the tedious task many patheof tha best tools
which can be manufactured andaa yet
these ancient are traced all
over with placed upon them
in olden time this with other facts of

striking character prove thitthat they
were far more skilled in metalmetai thailweiveyve are quitoquite rt it is recorded
that when an Ameriamerlamericancaircatt vessel 0mihewifeas on
rhonho shoresores of AMafricanci n annson of that be

g tl 0 aaan ironfron boophoop
1 knikniffiQI1 s1 t ty ellvii bonn bboard6ard 0off ttheai e

asel and another madeamade a sword of
excellence from a piece orof

n
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therhe following
1

proclamation liadustaJust
been issuedissued

by thicifieta 0 prepresident19 dcrt 9 united stages
A proclamation

almightyalmighty god our heavenly father
hahas been ppleasedeased lo10 vouchsafe to us asus a
people another year of that national
life which is an indispensable condition
of peacepeato security and progress that
year moreover ilashas been crowned ith
many peculiar blessings thetho civil war
which was so recently among us has
not been anywhere openedreopenedre foreign
intervention hathaqha ceasedceased to excite alarm
or apprehension intrusive pestilence
has been benignly mitigated domes-
tic tranquility has improved senti-
mentsments of conciliation have largely pre-
vailed and affections of loyalty and pa-
triotism have been widely renewed
ounOUE fields have yielded quite abundant-
ly our mining industry liashas been richly
rewarded and we have been allowed to
eatextend our railroadaaddad systemastein

i

far into the
interior recesses of the coticountry while
our commerce imlias resumed its custom-
ary activity in foreign semseas these
great national blessings demand a na
tibal acknowledgementsacknowledge ments nonow there-
fore I1 ANDREW jonnson Pregbregpresidentident of
tiiethe united states do hereby reerecom
mend that thursday theethe twenty ninth
daydav of november next be setget apart andrud
be observed everywhere in the several
states and territories of thetho united
states by the people therthorthereofdof asag adaya day of
thanksgiving land praise td almighty
god Wwithalliii duadue remeremembranceP railee that iniu
illshis templetempieablo everyvery manNIspeak of
his honorbonor I1 recommend ilsa that on

1

the shinesame solemnsolema oteottoccasionaslon wevve do hum-
bly and 4 devoutly implore liim to grant
to our patnatnationallonalional councils and to gurpururiwwahlehhloolo pbiopieople that divdinan

alone cancad lead aayany nation ruintoto the wayswass
of all good W these
thanksgiving praises aandid supplicationsions
we havehaie the divine assurance that thothe
lord remalremainethneth awinhinking0 forever thae
that araarc meek shailshall hohe guide in jud
meniment and suehuch as wroaro gentle shall iyelyehe
learn his ayway the lord shall 1avgivelcstrength1 to his people aniand ohpthe lordord
shall give to his people the blessing of

1peace I1 1
1 1

injn witnessridvid ess whereof lierdilerdhereuntounto
set my baandbancibauciba uilnil jand caused tlethetwe pealdealeaieal ot0 thetho
united states to be affixed done at
thothe city of washington thisthi eighth day
of october inintilethe yearyean olourour lordhord one
thousand eightelgh hundred andano sixty six
and of the independencyca ofiaof thetho unitedun
Stastatesslates iha ninety firstfirst 1

ANdrby the lyelYoidentaident WillianuseHSe
wardwaro secretary ofot state

an aerolaeron1 A bev evenings since
mrsurs georgegeorgoGeor c H cutter at this eitycity
while bitting at thois haf stinot

mer residence ocean street lynnjlynn ddis-
covered a very brilliant meteoricmoteonicoric dldis-
play

s
following thetho of the

erratic messenger sheishelsh witnessed its
descent directly beneath her window
upon thegrasslgrasSt A witnessed
the phenomenon and both rushed out tpto
1ascertain1 the nataienature of the object which
they were satisBatissatisfiedniedfied was material ori
approaching the spot they discoverdiscoveredaediaedin
white substance and upon touching if
found it to bebc hot and smelling strongly
ofsulphur it was brought to this city
andaud submitted to dr jaejacjacksonakson who pro-
nounced it a very line specimen of an
aeroacro lite 2 boston journal I1

curcuncuneCUREF eonFOR NEURALGIA some time
since we published at the request of a
friend a receipt to rureture neuralgianetnotralgia half
a ofsalsai ammonia in an ounce
of camphor water to be taken a tea-
spoonful at a dose and the dose rerepeat-
ed

peat
several times at intervals of fivenyanyo

minutes if the pain be not relieved at
once half a ilonen persons1

have since tried the receipt and
case an immediate eurecure has been deflecteffect
ed in one the sumsufsuffererfierer a lady had
beon affeaffectedacted for more than a week and
herhenlierpophysicianvsician avaswa unable to alleviate
herlid whenwilen a solution of sal

I1 in camphor water rellreilrelievedeved her
in afewa few minutes 7alfaattaaltaitaila caltCalicalifornianarliofarianforian

A QUESTION or A
1 I COcorresrrs

tonyonponAondent odtheof the london ChtaiterdA review
proposes the dissenters into
the church jnja dholewhole
owinglowing them to00 retain theirthelt peculiarly
tities ho sees wily therehbre may
hot be oi llaIJAbaptistotist orders irniri
the Qhureltrelfof Jli aa thorethere
areiretre orderaac the chulichurellclicil ofor romehome

buium thetile late storm vermontersVer
I1 liddidiidild not see the sun joruv seven laysdays

TILETHE MEXICAN f

mexico unilunlikelka manymans Sspanish ameniamenn
cacahh places that I1 have seen ishe a livliveiivo
city Ttherehere is much within itits9 limits
to interestterest the stranstrangerer its strangee
customs faces brifilbrilliantlant equipagesequipages
varletarlevarietiesties 0off uniform and the moving
scenes of daldaidailydallyy life to say nothing of
ththe13 thrilling hhistoricalorical associations con-
nectedneetedeed withithehe place all present newnow
and pleasing phases of life the city
has inerincreasedeased since the french occupa-
tion and will probably proportionallyiro
fall kacklackbaekback next yearyear after their departure
at present it has about inhabit-
ants and is the largest city in spanish
amamericariba A great many fafamilies have
removed hereherc from Queretero guana-
juato puebla and other distant places
for the increased security offered bby thetho
capital to life and property manyany
houses aaroare1rd being builtbulit esespecially in the
westernvestern distdistrictsActs towards
and the value of land hahas been largely
enhanced within the last few years
most of the conveniences of life kknownn Qwn
to other cities are found iiiin mexico

the streets are all lighted githwith ben-
zine

len-
zine manufactured from pinea greying
in the dense forestsfircks along the slopes of
the mexican cordillera ailan english
company connected with the veraera
cruzcrift and mexican railroadrallKailroad have the
contract dolightto light theye citypity wa chigas and
Aa portion of the pipes for that purpose
aretire already laid the greatgriat cost qt0 coilcoal
however must always provebrov

I1 a serious 1

draw back to tilethe profits of buellsuch an eenn
ter hasasiash until now prevented
litssitsits active prosecution drobaiprobablyv little
willallbebo dane until the railroad vera
cruzfuz is completed when coal ofrl omele
dahel gasgaseousbebus mafermateriallallai canpant lo10 chaemore
cheaply obtained steam andaud horse
railroads arearceinpinin operation
cityeity audand ti a alya miles ououtthudand
also to GIddeguadeloupeloupeioupe about the 9 evs
ttatancea that portion ofthothe greatgroat Nveraera
clrcircru4 railroad extending to t pueblapuerueblabia10
about one third of the whole road willwiiljd ccompleted anidanndturidarid in running order this

fall the streets bf mexico unlike
those of havana andini otherothor spanish
cities arearo gepgenerallyorally widewido levellevell andanan
kept excellentin condition they areapp
pavedaved with small rodha cabble stones

and are bordered with convenient flag-
stone sidewalksidewalks cmcurbbassoonesttoneS whisthis
and indeed the entire material of which
thothe city is builtbulit isii of Qvolcanicanc tock
tilethe streets arelare laidlatil onti regulregularlyhilrhily run

with the cardinal points and cross-
ing each other at right angles likeilke those
ofaf philadelphiala the callescalies streets
plateros san augustine DoncelcsQs
francisco espiritu santo and santo
domingo ilceare awonamong thothe principle
thoroughfares where life in I1mexicoconlaymay
be seen tdt tbtho0 best advantage although
tilethe pasco de thothe alem ttad
thethotile plaza upon which the palace and
cathedral front ardarp famous gatheringC
places

porfo sigisightseeingsight seeingt itictiieane Vvisitor willwilf find
enough to occupy him a few weeks af-
ter which helie willwiil have donodone mexico
pretty thoroughlyt li orough ly and mayji with
the certainty of having seen all thatthatas
worth visiting A city sosd isolated
amintheamid thee mountains of thetike far interior
aad ao ofor access from thetho sea
ds1 thrown upon its own resources for
amusement but the mexicans are fopfond
of pleaspleatpleasureurebre and are as gay a as
could beb expected from thothe generallygeneralY
sombre character of amenarderi

fooderFooD dr Pattopattonir 1wit letterietter
to saysbaysnysass i I1

A man oxol01 benevolencebenevol eucoeuce apiaad wealth in
glasgow has opened a largeirge nimbernumber pfaf
establishments where meals bultbilt
sufficient are provided atht a very small
cost breakfast for seven cents and din
riertier porforor wellweilell wait till I1 tell you the
proof of the pudding is in thethel eating
which I1 found to be literally true in
the sequel for I1 entered determined to
makepemake actualtuai trial of the ordinary bill
of fare prepared for thothe workingmanworkingmanmap
padild inmy money for the usual plain din-
nern r aandn sat down toaioato a little table where
a coarse looking boy lustjust froinfrom some
factory or shop was finishing his meal
thetho dinner instantly laid before me
consisted of three courses course first

a bowl of pea soup well made amiadd hot
whichwalh 1I1 ate with good relish beingbellig
fortunately fond of the dishdisk course
second corned bretbeet andapa three mealy

totocs the beatbeef aawaswaa fententenderderandlandlindJand hot
tdaada sann audatiandd the potatoes justasjust as they
should betbes course third plum pudding
savorsavoiasavois and

I1 I1 in cwi64sonsns NA JI1 beagbeing heavy Ttheree e haywas
ciol tojtol eg piscaai bby anyh winun

effry mnoI1I1 lvelyecnAf4
so0 much for purepurchasingbasing and cooking
food in large quantities thothehe proprie-
tor inalnamanagesnages to make his outlay return
hirthe ordinary inteinterestresl on his money
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t
aboud tile middlemiddie bouat monthmouth same

experiments were made at azor
nessnessihI1

ichtin england foifor uleblethe purp e
testestingt 1n

t
9 both targets and projectilescefiscumis

which havehavohavc someiome interest in connection
with the recent trial of thethertheEodmanrodman
guns at fortress monroe the condoulondon
timesrimes of the sept contains thetha
fofollowing accounts s-

inthe instancefrince one p f the
target was made wilhwithwith no less than
eight inch iron with thetho warrior back-
ing of IS18 inches of teak with an innerinder
skin of wrought iron threethice quarters of
an inch thick the whole being strength-
ened with girdergirden ribs of wrought iron
of most powerful description totp this
target igeimewere two wings each of which
though nearly verticalll11 in position

1 sloped at anail angleangie of about
CO60 degrees all the platesverewere ofbf the
best quality of rolled iron and were
fastened with double thetho usual number
0off the bolts A strongerst ronCiyerryer ttargetargeange
with the exexception of thatthat of mr
chalmers hnshas probably never beenbeep
tried at SShoebury there is in fact no
vessel in the british service now carry-
ingin eight inch armor plates I1 and the
builtbulit up 12 inch plates of the american
monitors are weaker beyond all comcorn d

pparisonirison than the resistance which ait
i sinsinglelc solid S inchinoh plate will offeronner the
experiments were made to ascertain the
best fornaforra bf shall forfot penetrating and

I1 destructdestructiveivelVe effect and alsoalgo the relative
value for such results of steel asascomcom

pareparparcqd w th the pallrall r chilled metal
all werec flfiredc irom tha 9
londiloadingrigfig wrought ironlion
guuurigun 1thetharhe first fired firtha
steel shot but the damage by thesthese wasewas
not ofdanyany great effect

1 the shots barely
burying themselvesthenis elVes or indenting it

oslightlyslightly with thethet haillser model
ssheilbell constructed of chilled metmetaalithelAhe
most surprising results were obtained
one of these the last of thenthe kindhidbid fired
went eleanclean through everyoveryeverythingthin g plate
backingback and inner skin ansand lodged
itself merafter exploding in some timber
hbout 20 feet behind the target any-
thing more efucrushingshing than the shock ofzif
this projectile it would bobe difficult to
conceive for itsItt truck full upontihon one of
the strongest yerlical parts of the target
and tore its way through as if only op-
posed by a timber screen another
penetrated no less than 1019 lindand a
naifhalf bulging aniland injuring the backingbicking
most seriously whilo a third fired at
the inclined ipg afpf the target pene

7 nichesinches and a half making
a hole in the iron 13 inches ionglong bby 10
wide A fourth went nearly through
andind remained imbeddedefta totor a depdepthdetthof of
1312 inches and a half andaniank some
consumedconscong umed before thisthib last could be work-
edbedoutout with a crowbarcrow bar thetho chilled
shot wawas equally successful with wetiie
shell thetiie first aimedalmed at the incline of
tilethe target struck upon itslis vertical part
and penetrated complecompiecompletelytelyoly through the
eight inchirich plate smashingsmash ing one of the
powerful ribs behind I1i- tat second on
tilethe incline and tjust near the compara-
tivelyt iv0ly blight marmark made by mr firtheiith
toret0re throughthT

engh the platoplate to the depth of
7 inches and a half some shot denigri
cded by the ordnance select Committecommitteeei
having a screwed on base and made of
mrnir firthsbirths steel were next tried but
their results though good were cocom-
paratively

m
ively insignificant totd those a

achieved by tub shot and shell
no one succeeded in getting in aaas deep
ly as the chilled metal and not one of
any kind whatever evenoven went hairwayhalfwaywitvitthroughtigh the target in fact the im-
portance of major Pallisers invention

icancan scarcely be overratedover rated the target
tried yesterday was as wowe have said
stronger than the broadside of any ship
afloat yet it waswads pierced and broken upbip
by these projectiles when all others
failed the strongest built armor
ship in thetho british navy is the bell

on yet a month ago majormajon pal
alser sent hfhis shot and shell through
the section representing her
at Shoebury with as muchmunh easecase as it
broke through the pondponderous dedencesfences
yesterday

SUBMARINE TORPEDOES A letter
froan toulon givesgive an of some
experiments made with the submarine
torpedoes invented by AdmirallAdmiraLde cha
bannes inin presence of several superior
ofofficficera orthethe navlandnavynays and engineering de

the writer S these
torpedoesrp does as a number of glass

bottles each containing two66 klioskilos ofor
Atiiealie 1 ciul1

fastened to
gathereter axiwim a stringrin g theI he pyapparatus
evjabiving bl adi used undernermer water a
large bishing boat v as drawn over the
spot when it was blown nearly a foot
out of the water stove in and sunk by
the explosion of two of the bottles


