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THE BANANA—A WONDERFUL! THANKSGIVING, THE MEXICAN CAPITAL. | ARTILLERY EXPERIMENTS IN
PRODUCTION, : — | ENGLAND.

Mexico, unlike many Spanish Ameri-
can places that I have seen, is a live
city. There is much within its limits |

to interest the atranﬁ:r.: Its strange
| customs, faces, brilliant equipages,

varieties of uniform, and the movin
scenes of daily life, to say nothing o
the thrilling historieal associations con-
nected with the place, all present new
and pleasing phases of life. The city
Easincrgaseﬁli since b:lll; French 3ﬂﬂu >

on, and will pro y proportion
fall back next year after tgelr de I:uruajr.r :
At present it has about 250,000 inhabit- |
ants, and is the largest city in Spanish
America. A great many families have
removed here from Queretero, Guana-
juato, Puebla, and other distant places,
for the increased security offered by the
| capital to life and property. Many
houses are Leing built, especially in the
western districts towards Chapultapec,
and the value of land has been largely
enhanced within the last few years.

TWENTYV-NINTH DAY OF NOVEMBER
NEXT APPOINTED.

About the middle of last mouth some
experiments were made at Shoebury-
ness, in England, for the purpose of
testing both targets and projectiles,
which have some interest in connection

with the recent trial of the Rodman
ns at Fortress Monroe. The London
imes of the 13th Sept., contains the

following account:g : i
In the first instance, one part of the
target was made with no less than
eight-inch iron, with the warrior back-
ing of 1S inches of teak, with an inner
skin of wrought iron three-quarters of
an inch thiek, the whole being strenftb
ened with girder ribs of wrought iron
of most powerful description. To this
target were two wings, each of which,
though nearly vertical in position
sloped off sideways at an angle of about
60 degrees. ' All the plates were of the
best quality of rolled irom, and were
fastened with double the usual number
of the Palliser bolts. A stronger tn?,
with the exception of that of Mr.
Chalmers, has probably never been
tried at Shoebury. There is, in fact, no
vessel in the British service now
ing eight-inch armor-plates, and the
built-up 12-inch plates of the American
Monitors are weaker beyond all com-
parison than the resistance which a
I'single solid 8-inch plate will offer. The

Aa correspondent of ,ﬂ:a,BEHLuuiaz
Liepublican, writing from Brazil, has !
the following about the banana:

Dut the most wonderful production
of this and all tropical countries, in my
estimation, isthe banana and its sym~
onym, the plaintain. We liave half a
dozen varieties—each with peculiar fla-
vor and qualities. Some grow 8 or 10
feet high—others 20. The stalks are
from 6to 12 inches thick, but almost as
soft and succulent as celery. Eaeh of
them bear one bunch of bananas, and
one only, when it is cut down with a
stroke of the espa da to secure the fruit
;11111;[’ g&rﬂ place to El:her atisigzrs. tAnd
- ey grow and ripen petually
sl e Yo Frond X gt evven| s ttprosea,

: O . © pian| on one | ments of conciliation have pre-
.Egorg ﬂflggrﬂnﬂd will produce. as much vailed, and affections of luyaltylﬁy pa-
1“ as lﬁiﬂ! ﬂti_' ’Hihﬂlt: or44 acres of triotism have been widely renewed.
Erinmul o l'ﬂlh:{? . :;? :h:“n’“mte; thﬁ Our fields have yielded quite abundant- | Moest of the conveniences of life known
oty e o e .Iool': and is al]y. uurmlnigﬁinﬂuatry been richly | to other cities are found in Mexico.

baleoil G RO IET g B sy rewarded; and we have been allowed (0 | . The streets are all lighted with ben-
cquislly relBHEEH n nlf?gr? i, A1 | extend our railroad system far into the | zine, manufactured from pines grewing |
o Fd “:,'-‘-- -Gl fowls | interior recesses of the country; while | jn the dense forests along the slopes cﬁ'
3 nnlmalad n.ilmith‘geﬂw rait, :ﬁ}*’.’r our commerce has resumed its custom- | the Mexican cordillera. An English
stalks and all, with the greatest avidity. | ary activity in . foreign’ seas. These company (connected with the Vera

'Tha banana requires but a nhm reat national blessings demand a na-| Cruz m} exican Railroad) have the |
pianting for a lifetime—putting® in onal acknowledgement. ﬁﬂ‘?- there- | eontract to light the eity with gas, and |
ground a single sprout or. shoot from | fore, I, ANDREW JOHNSON, ident of | 3 portion of the pipes for that p;frpm
the banana ﬁtches, at a distance of 20 | the ‘United_States, do hereby reeom- | gya already laid. 'ﬁw great cost of coal,
or 30 feet m each other, and on Thursday, the twenty-ninth | however, must always prove a serious : ma ascertain th
ground that you always -caleulate to of November next, be set apart and | draw backto the profits of such an en-/| cXPeriments were made (o ascertain the
51::;&‘;‘:’ tghgt “fptﬂ:fﬁhamqit is im~- | be observed everywhere in the'm;:veml terprise, and has, until now, prevented | Hgi{_iﬂﬁ ﬂ”:'ﬁ';gﬁ“ﬂ;ff leg:e:ﬂtig aﬂ
p rpate the root, The one | States and ' Territories of the United | jts active prosecntion. Probably little value for such. results of steel as com-

stalk soon gives mﬂm_‘nprmging out | Ehm'b?-ﬂld‘mghmmﬂ as a d “will be done until the railroad to Yem ! parie‘d "i.l'iﬂl the Palliser chilled m?hl' .

v of'
from the sides in theé g u and praise to Almi ! | Bt | A Wil Lal | .
y—and ina few’ yea E’eo““v%%n“f"" al~ T-hﬁkﬂg'll__w ﬁ“ﬂﬂnrﬂ‘ﬁ;;?lm ; - thagt{lﬁlr Ctuz is completed, when coal or some _ ﬁ,g; ,;T; @iﬁﬂgﬂ?‘? r;:ﬁ %ﬁ,ﬂf&jﬁuﬁ?@

%ﬂ t;:m”p ¢ doth every man speak of n]t;h e 13“’*3{? .mt?terisahl?umuﬁ ;g}re-l

Lempie doih e nan speax ol cheaply  obtained. anm d-horse | ; . ‘ore ME :
age, With scarcel to s hiohor. T recommend 4lso that on | railroads,are in operation. between. the f-ftl;::f anfnliﬂb%ﬁhﬁfmfefbjﬁma:
the cool Env'mlf R iy N snameml solemn gocasion, we.do i | city and Taciibaya, five miles out, and | not of any great effect tie shots bare
it 1. ber aqgmfhar:;hea. A ba- | bly and devoutly implore -him to grant { 31g0 to Guadeloupe, about the same dis- | 158 O b’t i daittas. o Y denting. 16
__l”ht'__wﬁh :Eﬂ:ﬂﬂ' ﬂlﬁ.ﬁl' lﬁﬂbﬂﬂ“tltﬂl to our Qﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂl ﬂ?'f_l_ﬂﬂjl_ls .'.[ﬁ]{l to ?_llf tancé. That porﬂnn of the grﬁnt' .‘!f"rﬂislig ﬂg \With th;} Palliser model
Tuice In all Stages of perfoction. the bl | Momcheoplo taat dlvine wiscom Which | Cruz  railroad.. extending: . fo - Paebla,+ 0 &y "00 ciructed of chilled. metal, the
lesvid waﬂ:geaiu t . %emﬂi t‘h'ilblf'."ﬂd alone ¢an lead any nation Into the ways | (about one-third of the whole road ) will fyagst, surprising resnlts were ohidited.
ning it & M Eh' reeze and -fan- | of all gont_l. In offering these national | he com leted and in running order this One of these t-?lﬂ last of the kind fired
Nng M lazy repose, while the bodies of | thanksgiving praises and supplications. | fa]1, The' streets* of Mexico, unlike o @ et L s O inE—blate
the trees bend under their luscious bur-| we have the divine assurance that the | those' of Havana and other Spanizh wec';;." el i Ii'““g ¢ ;}P}' E lgdged’
:.IE'I]E,'EEIil would often break down with | Lord remaineth a king forever; those | cities, are aenerally wide; level; and/ ﬁ:ﬂ lfmgﬂnnt fﬂ‘:ﬁ; Ein“:& ;‘;‘E o s
; u;e ::?:‘Eh';‘h except lfrqm neighboring | that are meck shall He guide in judg-! kept in excellent condition. . They are | afiﬁu{ ﬁr{} Ef:ge%xllj)ehintlgthe e Any:-
nnpz? bl:u'll:mh IE:{E aﬁ? o0 to =30 bananasjtaent, and such ns are gentlo shall He | paved with small, round cobble stones thine more crushing than tli& shock of
b, nrel e t a_uf_slf.lhes, a*id the | learn His way. The Lord shall give brought fromtheneighboring voleanoes, this wrolectile'it: would be' diffedl td
stout man enugcﬁ?;ﬂ ?Pﬁf}' I;;Eduldﬂila g%lr:ﬂ%&et?n}ll;iss P}i?}mli’ t?‘.llzgﬂh11;';31*-“::::it;'lLl DEL;' @ e A ' b e o f‘“g' Eﬂﬂﬂéi‘*g for it struck full wpon one of
3 5 - 2SSy ] ralks wi - ! ’ : |

ways be cut as soon as the fruit is_ma- | peace. | . S stone sidewalka Wikhcurh-sfomes: RIS 35, strongest » er_t-igai partsﬂf_thﬁ,t?rget,
tured—but while the skin is yet green | In witness whereof I have heréunto f;}gf{}t{?’f%}i}ﬂ;*'Lmﬁje‘-';?usgclieﬂé‘;lf ‘fngt‘ﬁlé;

| and inéiend %E Iiltﬂtiljﬂ I%]ateiiul c{f which |
: - th i i i, 1 v K. |
—and haong up in the shade {6 tarn yel- | set my hand and caused the seal of the = o, Pl 48y 2t P g S0 |
ow, which improves the flavor. It | United States to be affixed. Done at enctrated no less than 19 inches and a

The fﬁﬁnfqmg p—lf:c—lnmat.iun has just
been issued: | o

By the President of the United Slates:.,
= A PROCLAMATION. '

. Almighty God, our Heavenly Father,
has been to vouchsafe to us as a
People another year of that national
ife which is an indispensible condition
of peace, security and progress. That
year, moreover, been crowned with
many peculiar blessings. The civil war
which was so recently among us, has
notbeen anywhere re-opened. Foreign
intervention has ceased to excite alarm
or apprehension. Intrusive pestilence
has benignly mitigated. Domes-
tic tranquili improved, senti-

-

ng the in-
tervening spaces until the whole sur«
face hfeumea a forest of fruit and foli-

| The streets are laid out’ regulasly, run-
takes about a year for stalk and fruit to

mature from the first planting, and then
tiere is never any more trouble with
thie crop, scarcely any hoeing or weed-
ing, no ‘culture, only ‘‘slay and eat.!
Certainly it is the greatest boon ever
bestowed on the indolent tropics. A
native, swinging in his hammock, with
n bunch of ripe bananas hanging in
reach on the one side, and a smoulder-
ing fire on the other by which he might

———

|

the city of Washington this eighth day
of Oeleober, in the yearof our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six,

ning with the eardinal points and cross-
ing each other at rightangles, like those
‘0of Philadelphia. The calles  (streets)

and of the independence of the United
States the ninefy-first, .
- ANDREW JOHNSON.
By the  President. ~Williant H. Se
ward, Secretary of State.
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An AEROLITE.—A few evenings since
Mra. George H. Cutter, of this'city,

light hig little eigar without getting up,
'3 & most perfect pictare of content-
ment,

LosT ARTS.—In regard to colors we
are far behind the ancients. None of
the colors in the Egyptian paintings of
thousands of years ago are in the least
faded, except the green. The Tyrian
purple of the entombed city of Pompeii
i3 as fresh to-day as it was those thous-
and years ago. Some of the stucco,
painted ages before the Christian era,
broken up and mixed, reverted to its
original lustre. And yet we pity the
iznorance of the dark-skinned children
of the ancient EEgypt. The colors upon
the walls of Nero’s festal vault are as
fresh as if painted yesterday. BSo iz the
cheek of the ligyptian prinee who was
contemporaneous with Solomon, and
('leopatra, at whose feet Cwesar laid the
riches of his empire.

And in regard to metals. The edges of
the statues of the obelisks of Egypt, and
of theancient walls of Rome,areassharp
as if but hewn yesterday. And the
stones still remain so closely fitted that
their seams, laid with morter, cannot
be penetrated with the edge of a pen-
knife. Andtheirsurface is exceedingly
hard, so hard that when the French ar-
tists engraved two lines uponthe obelisk ,
brought from Egypt, they destroyed in
he tedious task, many of the best tools
which can be manufactured. And yet
these ancient monuments are traced all
over with inseriptionsplaced upon them
. olden time.* Thig, with other facts of
7-. striking character, prove that they
were far more skilled in metals than
ve are, Quite recentby it is recorded

 been affected for more than a week, and

while gitting at thewindow of her sum-

mer residence, Ocean street, Lynn, dis-

covered a very brilliant meteorie dis-

play. Following the course of the

erratic messenger she witnessed its/
descent directly beneath her window

upon thegrass. A setvantalso witnessed

the phenomenon, and both rushed out to

ascertain the nature of the object, which

they. were satisfied was material. On
approaching the spot they discovered a

white substance, and upon touching it

found it to be hot, and smelling strongly

of sulphur. It was brought to this city,

and submitted to Dr. Jackson, who pro-

nounced it a very fine specimen of an

aerolite.~Boston Journal,

-

CURE FOR NEURALGIA.—Some time
since we published, at the request of a
friend, a receipt to cure netralgig. Half
a drachm of sal ammonia, in an ounce

spoonful at a dose, and the dose repeat-
ed several times, at intervals of five
minutes, if the pain be not relieved at
once, - Half a dozen different persons
have since tried the receipt, and inevery
case an immediate cure has been effect-
ed. In one, the sufferer, a lady, had

her physician was unable to alleviate
her suflferings, when a solution of sal
ammonia in camphor water relieved her
in a few minutes.—[ Alfa Californian,
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A QUEsSTION OF ORDERS.—A corres-

proposes the repception of dissenters into
the church in whole denomination; al-
lowing them (o retain their peculiari-
ties. He =ees no reason why there may

that when an. American vessel wWas on
he shores of Africa a son of that be-
\ighted région made from an iron hoop |
knifé superior to any on board of the |
ssel, and another made a sword of |
unascus excellénce from & piece of
n.

not be Metliodist o Baptist orders in
the Churehyof déngland, just as thers
are grdersiof Dominicians, Passionistsy

]

of camphor water, to be taken a tea- |

pondent of the London Churcr Review |

Plateros, ‘San Augustine, Doneeles,
Francisco, Espiritu Santo and Santo
Domingo, are among 'the prineiple
thoroughifares where life in Mexico ma’
be seen to the best advantage, althong
the Pasco de ‘Bucareli the Alemeda and
the Plaza, npon whieh® the palace and
cathedral front, are famous gathering
places, - . .
For sight-seeing, the visitor will find
énough to occupy him a few weeks, af-
ter which he will ‘have done Mexico
preity thoroughly and may leave with
the cercainty of having seen all that is
worth visiting. A city so isolated,
amid'the mountains of the far interior,
and go diffioult of aecess from the sea,
is thrown upon its own resources for
amusement; but the Mexicans are fond,
of pleasure and are as gay a people as
could bé expected from the enerally
sombre character of the Spanish-Ameri-
can,

r
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Cuaear Foop.—Dr. Patton, it a letter
to the fadependent, says:

A man of benevolence and wealth in
Glasgow has opened a large nimbey of
establishments where meals, simple but
suflicient, are provided at a very small
cost—breakfast for seven ecents, and din-
ner for—well, wait till I tell you. *‘The.
proof of the pudding is in the eating,’’
which I found to be literally true in
the sequel; for I entered, determined to
make actual trial of the ordinary bill

alf; bulging and injuring the backing
most seriously, while a third fired at .
the inclined wing of, the target pene-
trated nearly 7 inches and a half, makin
a hole in the iron 13 inches long by 1
wide. A fourth went nearly through,
and remained imbedded to a depth of
12 inches and a half, and some time was
consumed before this last could be work-
ed"out with a erow-bar. The chilled
shot was equally successful with the
shell, The first aimed at the incline of .
the target struck upon its vertical part
and penetrated completely through the
eight-ineh plate, smashing one of the
powerful ribs behind it. A secondon
the incline, and just near the ﬂnmlpam-
tively slight mark made b{ Mr, Firth
tore through the plate to the depth uf
7 inches and a half. Some shot design-
ed by the Ordnance Select Committee,
having a secrewed-on base, and madé of
Mr. Firth’s steel, were next tried, but
their results, though good, were com-
paratively insignificant to those a-
chieved by the Palliser shot and shell.
No one succeeded in getting in as deep-
ly as the chilled metal, and not one of.
any kind whatever even went half way
through the target. In fact, the im-
portance of Major Palliser’'s invention
can scarcely be over-rated. The 6.
trled yesterday was, as we have said,
stronger than the broadside of any ship
afloat, yet it was pierced and broken up
by these. projectiles when all others
failed. The strongest built armor-
ship in the DBritish navy is the Bell-

of fare prepared for the workingman,
| paid my money for the usual plain din-

ner, and sat down to alittle table where |
a coarse looking boy, ‘just from some
factory orshop, was finishing his meal.
The dinner instautly laid before me
conzisted of three courses, Course first

—a bowl of pea soup, well made and hot, | from Toulon

erophon, yet a month ago 5{ or Pal-
Tiser sent his shot and shell thro
the section representing her broads
at Shoebury with as much ease as it
broke through the ponderous defences
yesterday.
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SUBMARINE TORPEDOES, — A letler
gives an account of some

which 1 ate with good relish, being
fortunately fond of the dish, Course
gecond—corned beef and three mealy
pototoes, The beef was tender and not
too salt, ‘and the 'potatoes just as they
should be. Course third—plumpadding;
savoly and toothsome, plentiful in; rai-,
sons, without being heavy. There was
adinner vot'to bedespisell by any Bun-
gry man 2and #Mcolt 'jast uine cents,
| B0 much for purchasing and cooking

|
L

&e., 1a the Church of Rome.

- - -

Duoring the late storm Vermonters

a L

did not see the sun for seven days.

food in large quantities. The proprie-
| tor manages to make his outlay return |
| him.theordinary interest on his money

|

‘experiments made with the submarine
torpedoes invented by Admiral de Cha-

banunes, in Ereaance of several superior

officers of the navy and engineering de-
partnrent. The writer doséribes these
torpedoes as simply a number of glass’
bottles, each containing two kilos of

the poudre Fondaine, and, fastened to=.y

gether with a ‘string. The apparatus

hiaving been dikposed” under water, a.

large fishing boat was drawn over the

' spot, when it was blown nearly a foot

out of the water, stove in, and sunk by

' the explosion of two of the bottles.



