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THE inauguration
washington wednesday

march 4 1857
theth procession started for the capitol about

noon it was very long and presented a beau-
tifulatif ua appearance the military of0 the district
and our community were fullytillyf represented

buchanan and breckinridge rode inin
an open carriage surrounded by the keystoneace stone
club preceded by the military andan a represen-
tation by a lady of the goddess of liberty
mounted on a high platform1 drawn by six
horses and followed byby a model of a ship of
war of considerable size made by- the mech-
anics of the washington navy yard

then followed the various clubs engine com-
panies scac

mr buchanan reached the capitol about I1
pm and proceeded to deliver his inaugural
address

the crowd waswag tremendous and the cheer-
ing veveryry enthusiastic

twentyenty four military companies seven clubs
and associations and several fire companies
participatedparticipated inin the procession

the oath was administered to mr buchanan
after the reading of the inaugural

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS
fellmyfellow citizens I1 appear before

day to take the solemn oath that I1 will faith-
fully execute the office of president of the
L unitedeted states and will to the best of mym
ability preservepresen e protect and defend the consti-
tution orof the united states in entering upon
this great office I1 must humbly invokeinvoice the god
of our fathers for wisdom and firmness to ex-
ecute its high and responsible duties irlillin suchasuch a
manner as to restoree harmony and the ancient
friendship among the people of the several
Statestatessandand to preserve our free institutions
throughoutg many generations

convinced that I1 owe my election to the inin-
herent love for the constitution and the union
which still animates the hearts of the amer-
ican people let me earnestly ask their power-
fulful supsupportport inin sustaining all just measures cal-
culated to perpetuate these the richest politi-
cal blessingsblessin s which heavenheaven has ever bestowed
upon any nation

having determined not to become a candcandi-
date

1

for reelectionre election I1 shall have no0 motive to
iafluenceinfluence my conduct inin administering the
governmentgov eminent except faithfully to serve e my coun-
try and to livlivee inin the grattegrittegratefulfultul memory of myngy
countrymen

we have recently passpabsp isse d through a presi-
dential contest inin which thetha passions of our
fellow citizens were excited to the highest
degree by questions of deep and vital impor-
tance but when the people proclaimed their
will the tempest at once subsided and all was
calm the voice of the majority speaksp eakininginjiliii
the manner prescribed by the constitution was
heardleard and instant submission followfollowed ed our
own country could alone havellave exhibited so
grand and striking a spectacle of the capacityelleliof mailman for selfseifs government

a conception then was if for
congress to apply this simple rule that the
will of the majority shall govern to the settle-
ment of0 the question of0 domestic slavery jnn the
territories congress is neither to legislate
slavery into any territory or state nor to ex-
clude it but to leave the people
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate
their domestic institutions in their own way
subject only to the constitution of the united
states as a natural consequence congress
hashag also presprescribedbribed that when the territory of
kansas shall be admitted as a state it shall be
received into the union with or without sas1slaveravery
as constitution may prescribe at the time
of their admission

A different opinion has arisen in regardrard to
the time when a people of a territory shall de-
cide this question for themselves this is hap-
pily a mattematter et but little practical importance
anuandand beside it is a judicial question which
legitimately belongs to the supreme court of
the united states beforedeforebefore whom it is now pend-
ingin t and will it is understood be speedily and
finally settledsettsettledleW to their decision in common
with all good citizens I1 shall cheerfully sub-
mit whatever theathia may be though it has been
mynay individual opinion that under the nebraska
kansas act the appropriatee period will beahenbe when
the number of actual residents in the territo-
ries shall justify the formation of a constitu-
tion with a view to its admission as a state
into the union

but be this as it wayiray ifit isi3 the imperative
andindispensable duty of tilethe government otof
the united states to secure to every residentresideht
inhabitant the free and independent expression
of his opinion by his vote this sacred right
of each individual must be preserved this
being accomplished nothing can be fairer than
to leave the people of a territory free from all
foreign interference to decide their awnown destiny
for themselves subject only Constitution
of the united states

the whole territorial question beillbeing thus
settled upon the principle of popular sover-
eignty a principle as ancient as free govern-
ment itself every thinthing of a practical nature
has been decided and no other question re-
mains for adjustment because all agree that
under the constitution slavery in the states is
beyond the reach of any human power except
that of the respectiverespect ireive states themselvesthem where-
in it exists may we nothot then hope that the
long agitation on this subject is approaching
its end anandaridd that the geographical parties to
which it has given birthhirthlirt so much dreaded by
the father of his country will speedup be-
come extinct

most happy will it be for the country when
the public mind shall be diverted from this
Ruquestionestion to others of more pressing and
tibal importance the whole pro

vessdesaress of athisthis agitation which hashag scarcely
knownbbown any intermission for more than twenty
years while it has been productive of no posi-
tive good to any human being it has been the
prolific source of great evils to the master to
the slave and to the whole country it lashas
alienated and estranged tilethe people of the sisterbistel
StatStateseafromfrom each other and has even seriouslyserio isly
endangered the very existence of tilethe union
nor has the danger yet entirely ceased un-
der our system elierethere is a remedy for all mere
political evils in the sound sense and sober
judgment of the people

time isis a great corrective the political
subjects which but a few years ago exasper-
ated the public mind have passed away and
are nearly forgotten but this question of do-
mestic slavery is of far greater importance
than any mere political question because
should the agitation continue it may eventu-
ally endanger the personal safety of a large
portion of our countrymen where the institution
exists

in that event no form of government how-
ever productive of material benefits can com-
pensate for the loss of peace and domestic se-
curity around the family altar let every
union lovingg man therefore exert his best in-
fluence to suppress this agitation which since
the recent legislation of congress is withoutvithout
any legitimate object it jss anevilan evil of the
timesflees that men have undertaken to calculate
the mere material value of the union

reasoned estimates have been presented of
the pecuniary profits and local advantages
which would result to different states and sec-
tions from its dissolution and of the compara-
tive injuries which such an event would inflict
on other states and sections even descend-
ing to this low and narrow view of the mighty
question all such calculations are at fault
the bare reference to a sinsiniesinglele consideration
will be conclusive on this point

we at present enjoy a free trade throughout
our extensive and expansive country such as
the world never witnessed this trade is con
ducted on railroads and canals on noble rivers
and arms of the sea which bind together the
orthnorth and thehe south the east and the west of
our confederacy annihilate this trade arrest
its free progress by the geographical linesiines of
jealous adfand hostile states and souSioulouou destroy the
prosperity and onward march of the whole and
every part and involve allah in one common
ruin

but stichsuch considerations importantim as they
are in themselves sinksinic into insignificance when
we reflect on the terrific evils which would re-
sult from disunion to every portion of the con-
federacy to the north not more than to the
south to the east not more than to the west
these I1 shallshail not attempt to portray because
I1 feel an humble confidence that the kindhind prov-
idence which inspired our fathers with wisdom
to frame the most perfect form of government
and union ever devised by man will notnoi suffersuiter
it to perish until it shallshail have been peacefully
instrumental by its example in the extextensionelsion
of civil and religious liberty throughout the
world

next in importance to the maintenance of
tilethe constitution and the union is the duty of
preserving the government free from the taint
orbr even suspicion of corruption public virtuejsis the vital spirit of republics and history
proves that when this has decayed and the
love of money has usurped its place although
the forms of free government may remain for
a season the substance has departed for
ever

our present financial condition is without a
parallelarallen in history 1 no nation has ever beforebeenbeenheen embarrassed from too large a surplus in
its treasury this almost necessarily givesfives
birth to extravagant legislationlegislation it produces
wild schemes of eapenexpendituresI1 and begets a-
race of speculators and jobbers whose inge-
nuity is exerted in contriving and promoting ex

to obtain the public money the par-
ty throughgli its official agents whethervi right
fully or wrongfully is suspected and the chcharar
acter of the government suffers in the estima
tion of the people this is in itself a veryvery
great evil

the natural mode of relief from this embar-
rassmentras is to appropriate tiietile surplus in the
treasury to great national objects for which a
clear warrant eancan be found in the constitution
among these I1 might mention the extinguish-
ment of the public debt a reasonable increase
of the navy which is at present inadequate to
the protection of our vast tunnage afloat now
greatergreatr thanbanulan that of any other nation as well
as the defence of our extended seabea coast it
is beyond all question the true principle thaethat
no more revenue ought to be collected from the
people than the amount necessary to defray the
expenses of a wise economical and efficient
administration off the government

to reach this point it was necessary to re-
sort to of the tariff and this has
been accomplished in such a manner to do us
ass little injury as may have been practicable
tot our domestic manufactures especially those
nnecessary for the defence of the country
any discrimination against a particular branch
for the purpose of benefiting favored corpora-
tions individuals or interests would have
been unjust to the restreft of tilethe community and
inconsistent with that spirit of fairness and
equality which ought to govern in the adjust-
ment

st-
in nt of a revenue tarleetariff abatbut the squandering
of the public money sinks into comparative inin-
significance as a temptation to corruption
when compared with the squandering of the
public lands

no nation in the tide of time bashas ever been
blessed with so richlandach and noblenobie allan inheritance
as we enjoy in the public I1landsdads in adminis-
tering this important trust while it maymaybebe
wise to grantranirant portions of them for the improve-
ment ollicof th e remainder aptyit we should neverneker

forget afat it is our cardinal licyllcy to reserve
these lands as muchasmuch as mayiomaytomaya bee for actual set-
tlers and this at moderate pricesprices

we shall thus not only best promote the
prosperity of the new states by ffurnishing

I1
them a hardy and independent race of lioneilonehonestst
and industrious citizens but shall secure homes
for our children and our childrens children
as well as for those exiles fromor eign shores
who may seek in this country to improve their
condition and to enjoy the blessings of civil
and religious liberty stichsuch emigrants have
done much to promote the growth and prosper
ity of the country they have proved faith-
ful both in peace and in war after becoming
citizens they are the constitu-
tion

Cons
and laws to be placed on perfect equality

with native born citizens and in this char-
acter they should ever be kindly recognized

tiiethe federal constitution is a grantgraniWomfrom the
state to congress of certain specific powers
andana the question whether this grant shall be
liberally or strictly construed has more or
less divided political parties from the begin-
ningi

without entering into the argument I1 desire
to state at the commencementcommencement of my adminis-
trationtration that long experience and observation
have convinced me that a strict construction
of the powers of tilethe government is the only
true as well asA the only safe theory of the
constitution

whenever in our past history doubtful
eavepowers have been exerciseexercised 1 by congress they
have never failed to produce injuriousinjuryus and un-
happyliap y consequences many such instancesmagrlmightt be adduced if this were the proper oc-
casion Zkitheretherither is it liellenecessaryessary for the public
service to strain the language of the constitu-
tion because all the great and useful powers
required for a successful administration of the
government both in peace and in war have
beendeenbeen granted either in express termtermss or byy the
plainest implication

while deeply convinced of these truths I1
yet consider it clearclearlthagthathaf under the war mahibmaking
power congress may appropriate money towatowardia
the construction of a military road whennwhen this
is absolutely necessary for the defence ofoi any
state or territory of theme union against foreign
invasion

under the constitution congress has power
to declare war to raise and support armies to
provide and maintain a navy and to call forth
the militia to repel invainvasionklonslon thuthuss endowed
inid an ample manner with the war making pow-
er the corresponding duty is required that the
united states shall protect eachdach of them the
states against invasion how is it popossiblesiblesibie
to afford this protection to california and our
pacific possessionpbs session except by a military road I1

through the territory of the united states
over which men and munitions of war may be
speedily transported from the atlantic states
to meet and repel the invader

in case of a war with a naval power much
stronger than our own we should then have
no other available access to the pacific coast
because such a power would instantly close
the route across the isthmus of central amer
icaca it is13 impossible to conceive that willewhile
the ConstconstitutionconstructionRution has expressly required con-
gress to defend all the states it should yetvet
deny to them by any fair construction the onlyy
possible meansmeansbyby which one of these states
caircan be defendeddefenddefendedeY

beside the governmentgov erament eyer since its origin
has been in the constant practice of construct-
ing military roads it might also be wise to
consider whether the loveiove for the union which
now animates our fellow citizens on the pa-
cific coast baynotmay not behe impaired by our neglect
or refusal to provide for them in their remote
and isolated condition the only means by
which tilethe power of the states on this side of
the Rrock mountains can reach them inin suffi-
cient time to protect them against invasion

I1 forbear fortor the present from expressing
an opinion as to the wisest and most aconoeconomi-
cal

ml
mode in which the government can lend its

aid in accomplishing this great and necessary
work I1 believebelleve that many difficulties in the
way which now appappeare arfformidableormid ableabie will inalnain a
iestgestgreatreat degree vanish as soon asagthethe hhear estand
best route snailshall have been satisfactorily as-
certainedcerta ined 0

it may be right that on this occasion I1
should make some brief remarks as to 0ounourur
rights and duties as a member of the creatareat
family of nations in our intercourse with
them there are some plain principlesiplesies approved
by our own experience from wwhich we should
nevernev er depart we ought to cultivate peace
commerce and friendship with all nations andand
this not merely as the best means of promoting
our own national interest buthut in a spirit of
christian benevolence toward fellow men
wherever their lot may be cast our diplo-
macy should be direct and frank neither seek-
ing to obtain eoretoremore nor acceptacceptingin9 less than is
our due

we ought to cherish a sacred regard for the
independence of all nations and neverrever attempt
to interfere idin the domestic concerns of allyany
unless this shall be imperatively required by
the great law of self preservation to avoid
entangling alliances has been a maxim of our
policy ever since the daysda s of washington and
its wisdom nooneno one will attempt to dispute in
short we ought to do justice in a kindly spirit
to all nations and require jjusticeustice from them inin
return

it isis our glory that while other nations have
extended theirtheir dominions by the sword we
havhave e never atacquired any territory except by
fair purchase or as inin the case of becasteras by
the voluntary determination of a brave kin-
dred and independent people to blend their
destinies without own evenEveelenournournounour acquisitionacquisitionsIq
from mexicomaxico form no exception Ununwillingwillingtoto
take advantageadv antagealtage of the fortune ofof war against
a sister republic wevve purchased thes posses

under the treaty of peace fora sum which
was considered at theotimethe time a fair equivalent
our past history forbids that we shall in tietlethetic
future acquire territory unless this be sanc-
tioned by the laws of justice and honor

acting on this no nation willivill havehava
a right to interfere or to complain if in tbthethoa
progress of events we shall still further extend
our possessions hitherto in all our acqui-
sitionssit ions the people under the protection ofodthethe
american flag have enjoyed civil and religious
libertyI1 aaas well as equaequalI1 and just laws and
have been contented prosperous and happy
their trade with the rest of the world diaslias
rapidly increased and thus every commercial
nation has shared largely in their successful
progress

I1 shall now proceed to take the oath prepe
by the constitution while humbly inin-

voking the blessing of divine providence on
this greatgreyt people

it is betterbettertoto give thanthail to R ecel

and you strip yourself of comfort for tilethe
sake of adding to this merchants gain

the widow replied with a flushed cheek gitcitC it
may seem a light thinthing to you but the thought
that I1 am slowly audand surely wiping everyivery stainstala
from my husbands honor is my greatest earth-
ly comfort mr milnerMilnerisis his last creditor and
god willing every cent shall be paid

her coarser relative responded with anair em-
phaticpliatic fiddiefiddlefiddlestickssticks andaud angrily leftlefi hertier
presence

gatG at last I1 have it said a silver voice and a
sweet face gladgiadad and brilliant brightened up the
gloomloom

only see mother teatekdollars all mymyownown tentell
more makes twenty so we shallbhail havehava aaulceauice lilleli tletie
sum for mr milner

tears tiemtrembledbled on hertier motmolmothershershera lashes and
glittered on her pale cheek it iais to babe tilethe
price of thy life my precious one 5 slieshe thought

Is the balikercanker worm at thelthe hearticart of my beautiful
flower must I1 give thee up to weary toil a
sacrifice upon thetha altar of duty canoancaultit be that
god requires itaity

eva knelt at herber mothers feetfeat where she badbaiha I1
fallfalifallenfailen with all thetile abandon of a child hertier glanceglauce
fastened to the shining gold

lifting her giatglatfee sheie met that of hertier mothernioiher
full of anxiety touched with sorroworrow A sadden-
ed smile broke over hertier delicate features

1 I was only thinking of tilethe endless things this
money would buy dont look so grayegrave mammain amnia
such a beauty of a warm shawl for you and a
neat crimson cover for that untidy old arm chair
a bit ever so little of carpet to put downdo w n bybY theti1 11 11

bed that your feet might not touch this ccoldcoid floor0 0 i
and cap besides coal and teteatda and sugar
and such nice comfortablecomforubieUble things but never milidmind

and slieshe sprang to her feet brushed back hertier
brown curls and drewdrei oilon her neat little bonnet
never mind ill may be write a block one of these

days make you and I1 rihrich and dear
mother you shall ride in your own carriage and
maxmaymaybebe those that scorn us now only wa
are poor may be thankful for our notice A
truce to romance 11 she gravely continued 1 sternsteril
reality tellstella me to go directly up to madison street
find mrali milner give him this awentwentyty dollars take
a receipt and then come backbach and read andangl sing
to rnymy mother

hurriedly eva passed from iiertier own home along
the narrow streets As sheslie went onward street
after street diverging into aepleasantt width and
palaceaacen lined splendor the houses of greatness
andnd wealth glittered in their marble beauty under
tilethe golden sunlight up broad steps through
portals carved and shillingshi iring passed tilehie timid steps
of eva sterne

at first the pompous servant smiled a con-
temptuous denial but after a moment perhaps
softened by her cl Aldish simplicity and winniwinningur
blue eyes he deemed it bestdest not to deny her ur-
gency and she entered this palace of a nichrichr
nallsthansnails home

softly her feet sank in the luxurious carpets
statuarySlatuary in bronze and marble lined the wayvay to
the staircase the splendor of thetiie room into

I1 which slieshe was ushered seemed to her
eedd sight too beautiful for use and helie who came inn
with his kindly glance and handsome face thetha
noblest perfection of manhood she hadbad ever
seen i

i well young lady he said blandly smiling
noto whom am I1 indebted for this pleasure

my father sir died in youryour debt said evaeya
biblushinggandgaudand speaking very softly by the strict-
est economy and hard work my mother and I1
have been able to pay all his creditors but your-
self if you will be kindhind enough to receive thetile
balance of your account in small sums I1 am
sorry they must be so small sir we can in the
course of a few years fully liquidate thetile sumrum and
then we shall have fulfilled my fathers dying
wish that every stain might be wiped from lilshis
honor she paused a moment and said againarrain
falteringly maymyray fatherfaher was very unfortunate orir
and broken iuin health for many years budbuebut sir he
was honorable belie would have paid the last cent
if it had left him a beggar

mr milner satsal awhile thoughtfully his dark
eyes fastened upon the gentle face before him
after of silence hahe raised his leadhead
threw back the mass of curling hair that shad-
owed his handsome brow and aidsaidsald

1 I remember your father well I1 regretted his
death he was a fine fellow liehe added musingly 3
batbut my dear young lady have you icemethe meansilslis
do you not embarrass yourself by makingmalting these
payments5

eva bloused again and looking u ingeniously
replied 1 I am obliged to work sir but no labor
would be too arduous that save tilethe memory
of such a father from disgrace

thisTbis she pokespoke with keen emoemotiontioution tiietha richtich
man turned with a choking in his throatthreat and
tears glistened onoa hisllis lavlieslasiles

eva Ilinlilnhumidlyidly heldbeld out thetha two gold pieces p halip


