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fleet, which Itself, however, {8 not yet
anxlous for such a meseting and wil}
keep just around the corner tlll re-
enforcements and other assistance ar-
rive:; then the war will be protracted in
a manner entirely satisfactory — to
Wall Street (N. Y.),thanks to the board
of strategy.
CHAPTER IV.

All of a sudden, Sampson continues
to waltz around the Antilles, one after
another. ©One day he is at Santiago,
then north of the Windward Passage,
then at Porto Rico, then at Havana,
then at ey West; then comes a de-
nlal that he i1s or has been at elther
of those places, but meantime a de-
e¢lsive blow ia & matter of only a few
days, perhaps hours. This latter
soothes the savage breast of the popu-
lace and the board of strategy obtain
another lease of confidence, which is
rewarded by sending Sampson to a
coon village on the west end of Cuba
to Jook for Cervera. Not finding him
{and not expect!ng to), Sampson {8 or-
dered to E! Yuba Dam or Paddy Mc-
Carty's inlet or some such place under
-spaled orders which the board of strat-
agy will not glve out. All this alleged
war business Iz costing the people a
trifling matter of $1,600,000 per diem,
but what of that? In adadition to the
board of strategy we have a bureau of
engraving, and the lovellest kind of
bonds ean be turned out at a merely
nominal cost, and then we will have
money enough to carry on the ostensi-
be war half a year or so, We are a
great people. We like to be hum-
bugged. Not only this, but the fellows
that have previously humbugged us can
do it again, and so on. It is funny, but
unlike most other funny things, it Is a
fact.

CHAPTER V (and last),

Man's necessities are the devll's op-
portunities, The old vlllain has been
‘having a little more than his share ot
opportunitiea of late yvears, but hls
‘buginess iz now belng cut into seriously.
‘The Wall Street gentry, alded by the
baard of strategy, are making the land-
1ord of Hades no end of trouble. But
let 1t be remembered, in order that the
latter may be given hiz due, that he
lies In walt only for indlviduals, tempt.
ing, ensnaring and ruining them =o that
desperation, sln and crime are at last
the means of a person's utter down-
fall. The other gentry lay snares for
a nation at a lick, endangering if not
aacrificing 1ts precious lives, limbs and
“health by the unrighteous proloagation
of a confllct which might be ended
summarily. White-throated peace
;and red-headed bonds are to come in
:m reverse order from that in which
they here appear. The youth, the
manhood, the blood and brawn, the
treasure of the tand, all placed as bar-
baric sacrifices upon the ungodly aitar
of Mammon! How long wlill it be en-
.dured? Nbot even echo responds.

Yours strategically,
8. A. KENNER.

P, 8, —8ince writing the above I have
“heard pome cheering news: Sampson
has been ordered to move, and a de-
clslve hlow |s only a matter of days,
‘perhaps hours, 8. A K.

WELCOME TO MISSIONARIES.

Ot a private letter from Elder Ezra
-, Btevenson, the "News' has been per-
mitted to copy the subjoined extract:

Levin, New Zealand, April 11, 1898

There ts 80 much to say that I hard-
1y know where to begin, but first I am
well, we having arrived in Welllngtdén
‘Hunday, April 3, at 11 o'clock a. m. all
fine and gled to get ashore. Our voy-
age from Biwa. Fijl, was not quite mo
pleasant as trom Honolulu, having met

a nasty gale for two days, but after
that ‘It was pleasant afain, and our/and had the thapks of

*hearts were made glad on Saturday.
'when the East Cape of New Zealand

! came fn sight.

That meant that our
Bea voyage was nearing an end, angd
that soon we could be actively en-
gaged In the work for which we have
come forih,

It was Interesting, t0o, to see the glad
amile on Hirlni's countenance as he
looked at the land so familiar, so dear
to his memory. Although he now looks
upon Salt L.ake City as his home, his
Zion, still there must naturally be a
strong emotlonal sensatlon as he looks
upon the land of his fathers and his
birth and the experiences of a long
lite. Then of the friends he wag to
meet. No wonder a smile lit up hia
dear old countenance.

But I find that the sea trip and ex-
citement of meeting have been quite a
tax on him, and we will have to hus-
band his strength and ask the Lord to
blesa him for the labors and travels
before him,

On our arrivdl at Wellington I was
handed a letter from Elder Richards,
stating that conference had comenced
that morning at Popawal, Wairarapa,
and for us to proceed there as soon
as convenlent. Being Sunday, no trains
were running, only excursion boats and
bleyeles, so we had to content ourselves
by waiing till morning. In the mean-
time, however, we got our trunks
through the customn house. Not, how-
ever, without some difficulty, as one
brother, very providently inclined, had
three pairs of new shoes in his truni.
which had never been worn, and of
which I knew nothing. These were
held out of course, also two packages
of underclothing, on which we had to
pay some duty.

Next morning at 7'16 we had all our
baggage transferred and were on our
way to the ‘hul tau' (annpual confer-
ence) where we arrived at a little be-
fore noon. I had wired Elder Rlch-
ards, and we were met at the train
with sufficlent conveyvance to take us
all over,

Brother W. C. Castleton was there,
with a one-horse buggy for me and I
very much enjoyed the three mile ride
to the Maori pa with him. And what
a royal reception! About a quarter of
a mile from the pa we found a brass
band, Maorl, awalting us which formea
in marching order and we were re-
quested to dismount and fall in, which
we did, two and two, there belng eight
of us. Thus we were escorted under
fine musle and the queen’s own flag, A
little {urther we were met by a party
who gave us a reception ‘haka’ (dance)
when the band fell to the rear, the
dancing company falling back gradu-
ally till the space In front of the large
building was reached. Then the danc-
Ing party fell out and a "tang!” com-
menced. This part I felt It was not
necesdary for us all to endure, 80, as
#00n AS we coyl? politely do it, we left
Hirinl to rec that attention while
we broke ranks a-+4 fell upon the necksa
of the twenty-elght Utah Elders as-
gembled, You see our company swelled
the number to thirty-six, and I just
fian assyre you we did have a good

me,

Our arrival rather broke into the con-
duct of conference, and the afternoon
was given up to welcome speeches, reg-
uiar meetings being resumed again at
7 p. m. followed by three meetings each
day, Tuesday and Wednsadey. And on
Thursday the chief of the village, an
outsider, Invited us to remain for a
hollday and feast at hie expense. We
couid of course not do less than accept,
after his kind treatment of us In as-
slsting to ehtertaln our conference, we
belng on the ground. Some of the boys
got up & match game of baseball, and
when Elder Richarde and I wailked out
a llttle later, they insisted upon my
acting as umpire. Well, so long as it
was a nofn-running position I accepted)
the winning
side.

The big dinner occurred at 6:30 p. m.,

and I can Just tell you it was a spread.;
About two hundred sat down to tables
loaded with good things. Roast beef,
pork and mutton; fish, fowl and pota-
toes, firet course. Then plum pudding:
and pastry galore.

Elder Richards, Hirinl and yours
truly occupied the place of honor at ap
table with the ohlef and a friend. The:
decorations were the whole tops of:
tre¢ ferne, and large boquets. And thes
guests did full justice to the viands.
prepared,

After supper and evening prayer, the:
tables were cleared out and a dance In-.
dulged In by the Maoris. In this we*
did not participate, as the misslon
statutes rule the Elders out of such in-:
timacy with the opposite sex. Wei
could only &it and look on.
wag furnished by the Maorl band, and
was really good. §

Some of our Elders varied the amuse-
ment with a sort of an orchestral pro-
gram, there being a violin, mandolin,
clartonet, two harmonicas and a plano.

Elder Richards and I left early, going
to the room above which was the El-
ders’ quarters, attending to other and
more important matters. About 1:30,
just as Brother Richards was getting
into bed, the call for "after the ball”
supper was made, and I not yet hav-
ing undressed was deputized to repres-
ent the president. Thua it was past 2
a. m. when I retired and some of us
d1d not turn in tll 4 or 6, and we were
out agaln at 5:30, getting horses up and
ready for those who came that way,
and the dlspersing commenced, Many
of the Maoris took the early 4rains and
the place soon began to look lonesome,
But we have had a glorious good time;
have had excellent meetings, and 1
can say for myself I enjoyved it im-
mensely, But we were very busy. Be-
tween meetngs and at night planning.
arranging appointments, answering
questions, Instructing the Elders ete, 8o
that we never got sleep till 1:30 and
out at 5:30 or six In the morning. Also
[ had little sleep the two nights before
reaching there, and when we left on
Friday, holdilng a meeting with Europ-
eans in Carterton it was just a struggle
to keep awake. But Saturday night
and last night we had a chance to
cateh up, and are now ready for work
again.

It was really more of a pleasure even
than I had anticipated to wmeet old
old Maori friends again. To remember
a?d be remembered d0 kindly was very
nice.

I have not yet seen any of my old
Walapu district people, as they did not
get down to conference. It [s a long
way for them, But I am glad to say
that our next April conference will be
held up there. Also I expect to take
in the dlstrict on my way to Auckland,
spending most of the month of May
in that and adjoining distriet. reaching
Auckland In June, with conferencea ap-
pointed from that on to September and
October. S0 you see I shall be busy.
We are nowW on olr wav tn tha Maki,
making a final trip for Elder Richards.

The Mahfa {3 Hirinl's old home, and
we desired to make it convenient to
take him up there early, We expect
to go on fomoarrow to Napler .ete.

In all prohability Elder Richards,
with W. C. Castleton, clerk of the mis-
aton, and three other Klders, will leave
Wellington on April 28th, by the same
boat on which we came out. They will
reach home about May 26th,

EZRA T. STEVENSON.

It wae the wheat pit and not the race
track that made Augustus C. Widbel
of Ban Francisco a thief and swallowed
up the greater part of the $117,000
which he stole from the city treasury.
This Information comes f{rom an Inti-
mate friend of Widber. The city and
county treasurer waa one of the many
victims caught In the big rise, and the
city's money went to make up his
shortage on wheat.

The musie
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