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THE FATHERS LEGACY

1 I leave thee boy a name edi
A A name that never boresore

A touch from crimescrlcri mei polluted handahand
nor abarneyanela dark livery wore

thy life page lies before thee jwjdiw
no handband but thine can arte

the future on its 4 leaf
A sav boy hailhalihallshall it be bright

I1 leave to thee a name unstainededg

A now boy thou coulst not speak
A word 0of falsehood eenelen the thought

brings crimson to thy chekyahrek
and I1 would rather see thee laid

iinn thy bright manhood low

rhantnthan deem its lightest shadethade should faitflit
yc across thine glow

1II11I leave to thee a name unstained
f come kneel beside me newcow

and while my trembling handband lais laid
upon thy bright young brow

talk with thy heart my child and pledge
its solbol mn filth tonightto night

ththatat thou wilt prize the gift and keep
its sacred tablets white

I1 leave to thee a name unstained
I1 might have left thee gold

I1 have left thee broadbroady rich lands
sightbright honors wealth untold

but boy I1 garcedspurned the gildedglided bribes
what were the world to mtrn

j what claim its storied wealth and leave
A sulliedsullsuil leliel name to thee

I1 leave to thee a name unstained
the choice will now beb thinethin

it be wreathed with earthly
or bright with honorbonor hinalnhinehint

but child of mine remember this
the richest gemtein of earth

could never pluck a shadow thencethence
laid on thythe sullied worth

I1 ivrave to theethea ft nameneme unstained
gogcoggo boy thyiby life path tread

thy dying rathersfathersfa ibern hand hathbath laid
this bleIbielnir on thy headbead

gi claim thy partparr of earthly lifts
ask honors wealth or fame

but beyboy beware they are not bought
by a dihodibodishonorednorednoted name
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HAS GOD SEALED THE

BYmy MRSBIBS J 3 bemisnemis
I1 sapsay has the great eternal one

sealedscaledaled up ththoseubeuse gatesrales otof heavenhearen
thattbt man no more htahla truth may learn

than what that bookbouk haahashailmenha givenilven
K ah hasha great wisdommd fount

exhausted all her storestort
or liIs man deemed of less account

j than in thethedadays of

doesPOM Uslie torgetforget illsliisni children here
ill and passraps them idly by

fc say has hoID not a hearingbearing ear
f and an allailll seeing eyteyeeyy dofdoes not the iunian itsitu course pursuey the earth yet passpas itsll11 roundrounds
1 hashag botnot the moon itriits stationtilontitontt tonlon toostooltoo

where god did setlet the boundsbonnat

hakhas the earth refused to yield
inifi the InerincreaseeaseeaFe of herherpcertortortort
filifill PD i not the blossomstlosom deck the nieldfield

H carol as of yoreyon
say bhafibailas the air its motion ceased

the winds forgot to blow
Is life winheld imm manorman or beatt

all nature notnol
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tabernacle
sunday 10 am elder john van cottcolt ad-

dressed the congregation gave an account of
his experexperienceleucelence in receiving theaopelthe gopel spoke of
the favors and blessings of which the latter
day saints were the participants in having the
light of truth and the fullness of the everlast-
ing gospel made known unto them and bore tes-
timony to the restoration of the apostolic or-
der of the church

prest Brigharnbarn young spoke of the inherent
principle in man to pay homage to some beinbeing9
or other and the inclination of the mind to be
active in searching after something that is bid-
den from their present rindertinderunderstandingstanding alluded
to the divinity in manroan the eternity of matter
the wise distribution of intelligence by the
great controller of all ahinga

afternoon prest 11 C kimball addressed
the audience on the increase of the church
and kingdom of god the necessity of all beings
tried and said that every movement
maderaade will tend to the furtherance of the work
of01 god and the final triumph of the redeem-
erser kintinkingdomadom

in alluding to the emigration that is passing
through this city he remarked that they are
the most peacepeaceableible classclaps of emigrants who
have ever traveled through here that they
mind their own business aridand do rot curse
every person they speak with and he wished
them well and prayed god to biessblees all that
ouidwould do good

piertpleat B young occupied the remainder of
the time spoke of the bettinesetting up of the king-
dom of god the ushering in of the reign of

and thetibo liberty that will thentilen be
fbendedvended to all parties sectssecta and

the sermonfermon will be published
heile invited the bishops to bring the people to

the tabernacle to keep the fast enon thursday

SERMON
bymy orson prattprati sen july 24 1659

REPORTED BYBIT 0 D WATT

I1 came to this tabernacle this morning without
any expectation of being called upon to address
the congregation but aass I1 have been requested
to preach I1 cheerfully yield to the solicitationssolicitations
of my brethren praying that the holy ghost
may impart to me something for your edification
the effice of the spirit when given in ancient
timetinse was to mike manifest truth to quicken
the memory of the manroan of god that liefie might
communicate clearly things which he haihad once
learned but partially forgottenfoi gotten

for instance the apostles heard during three
years andaud a half many sermons ardaidard a vast
amount of conversation and private teaching
the offlie of the spirit of0 f truth was to bring to
their remembrance the things that jesus badhad for-
merly taught them so it iaIs the office of the
fameiame spirit in these days to bring to our re-
membrancemem brance the words of the ancient prophets and
apostles and the words of jesus inasmuch as
we have faith and confidence in god

our traditions inform us that if a man has two
wives it iiis a great sin and transgression
the laws of heaven andard the laws of man the
congregation that now sit before me bothbolh male
and fecialefemale imbibed these traditions before they
embraced the doctrines of the latter davday saints
we were taught strictly by our parnparentsbarntsts by
works on theology by our neighbors by our
ministers from the pulpit by the press and by the
laws of christendom that plurality afof wives is a
great crime aiaalamanyny of us perhaps never thought
of questioning the correctness of the tradition
to biow whether it was in reality a crime or not
that which I1is9 generally condemned by our na-
tion by our parents and kindred by our public
teachers and by the laws of christendom ggener-
ally

ener
as a crime is considered criminal by us ifit

aikem why polygamy is considered a crime our
only answeranswer is because false tradition says so
popular opinion says it is a crime now if it be
a cimimedimeme if it canran be proved to be a crime by the
law of god then the inhabitants of this terri-
tory so far as this one institution is concerned
are in an awful condition for it is well known
that this practice is general throughout this terr-
itory with but a few exceptions A great
many families not only in salt lake city but
throughout the settlements have practically em-
braced this doctrine believingbelieving it toin be a divine in-
stitutionsti utionlution ap probated of god and the bible

we shall inquire a little into this principle for
the information of the strangers who are present
letuslotuslet us inquire whetherhether indeed plurality of wivesa
ever haqwas sanctioned by the god of heaven wheth-
er hebe himself is the author of it or whether he
barely permitted it as a crime the same as he
permits many known crimes to exist the lord
permits a man to geget drunk he permits him to
lieho steal murder to take his niame inIII vain and
suffers with him a long limetime and at last he will
bring him to judgment hebe has to render up lilshis
accounts for all these things

if the lord permits what is termed polygamy
to exist as a crime amongamon the latter day saint
he will bring usas intintoinfo0 judgment and condemn us
fofot that thing it Is necessary that we as
latter day saintssaint should certainly understand
this matter and understand it too beforehand
and not wait until we are brought to anall account
ifit a man were in the midst of a nation where he
was not thoroughly acquainted with heinheir lavlawlar
he would be thankful to obtain such information
as would guard him from committing crime ig-
norantlynorantly he would not wihwi h to remain in ignor-
ance until the strong arm of the law laid hold of
him and brought him before the bar of justice
where he would be forced to enter into a public
investigation of his deeds and be punished for
them neither do we as latter day saints
wish to wait in ignorance until we are brought
before the great tribunal not of man but of
god

let usgus therefore carefully investigateinvest gae the im-
portant questionstion fis1 polygamy a crimearinie Is it
condemned in the bible either by thetile old or
new testament ha god ever condemned it
by helis own voice have hisbis angels ever been
sentseat forth to inform the nations who have
tided this thing that they were in transgression
has he ever spoken against it by any inspired
writer has any patriarch Prophtt epistle
angel or even the son of god himihimselfelf ever con-
demned polygamy we may giveveaa general an-
swer without In in this ansubjecteject and say
to the world we have no information of that
kind on record except what we find in the book
of mormon there it was positively forbidden to
be practiced by the

the book ofof I1mormon therefore is ththee only
recordr cord professinging to be divine whichA bich condemns
piplurality of wives aaaS being a practice exceeding-
ly abominable before god but even that sacred
book makes an exception in as followfollows

except I1 the lord command my people the
same bokbook of mormon and the same articlearticie that
commanded the Nepbites that they should not
marry more than one wife mademarie an exception
let this be understood unless 1 the lord shall
command them we cancau draw the conclusion
from thiathin that there werewore some thidesthings not right
in hefile sighteight of0 god unless liehe should com marid
them we can draw the same conclusion from
the bibe that there wwerewrere many things which
the lorddord would not sufferfusser highiphi chchildren to do un
icsoless hetie particularly commanded them to do them

For instance god gavegaye Mosestemosesto express comcorn

mand me ritsfits in relationionlon to killing thou shall not
kill and this is not one of those commandments
which was done away by the introduction of the
gospel but it is a command that was to continuocont inuinn
as long as man should continue on the earth ilit
was named bbyy I1thefie apostles as one that was bind-
ing oilon thetiie christian as well as on the jew
thou shall not kill every one who reads

this sacred command of god would presume at
once that any individual found killing and de-
stroyingying his fellow creature would be in disobe-
dience to the command of god and would be
committing a great crime

the same god that gave that commandment
unto the children of israel saying thou
not kill afterwards gave a commandment to
them that when they went to war against a
foreign city or a city not included in the land of
canaan when thou go to war against it
and when the lord thy god hathbath delivered it into
thine hand thou shallshail smite every male thereof
with the edge of the sword but the women and
littleittle ones thou take unto thyself beutdeut

13 14
again when israel took the cap-

tive they were commanded to kill every male
among thetile little ones and kill every woman that
hathjath known man by lying with him but all the
women children that have not known manmail by
yingving wiwithtilill hirnhim keep alive for yourselves see

numbers 17 18
the question is was it a sin before the most

high god for hethe children of israel to obey the
law concerning their captives notwithstanding the
former law thou not kill most cer-
tainly not thus we see that it was a law given
bvay the same god and to the same people that
deybeyhey should kill their captives that they should
killcilill the married women their husbands and
their male children that they sshouldh save alive
none but those who hadbad never been married
and who had never knownkrown manmail save them
alive for yourselves says the law of god

herehete then we perceive that there are thingthinasthings
which god forbids and which it would be
abominable for his people to do unless he
should revoke that commandment in certain
cases because certain individuals among the
Nep hites in ancient days were expressly forbid-
den to take two wives that did not prohibit the
lord from giving them a commandment and
making an exception when he should see proper
to raise up seed unto himself

the substance of the idea iuin that book is that
when I1 the lord shall commandcommac you to raise up
seed unto myself then it shall be right but
otherwise thou hearken unto aheabeaheethesee things
naninamelyelys the law against polygamy but when
we go to the jewish record we find nothing
that forbids the children of israel from taking as
many wives as they thought proper god gave
laws regulating the descent of property in

families
turn to the gist chap of deuteronomy and

the verse and yonyou have there recorded that
if a man have two wives one beloved and an-

other hated and they have borne him children
both the beloved and the hated and irif the first
born eon be hers that was hated then it shall be
when he mabeth his sons to inherit that which he
hathbath I1 hat he may not makamake the son of the be-
loved first born before the son of the hated
which 111 1 indeed the first bornborri but he shall ac-
knowledge the son of the hated for the first born
by giving him a double portion of all that he
hathhatli he is thetho beginning of his strength the
right of theha first born is his

IIIin this law the lord does not approbatedis the
principle here woud have been a grand occa-
sion for him to do it if it had been contrary to
his will instead of savingsaying if you find a man that
has two wives he shall be excluded frarm ittill thehe
congregation of israel or shall divorce one and
retain the other or shall be put to death because
he presumed to marry two wives he considers
both women his lawful wives and elvesgives a law that

son of the baledhaled wife if the firstfirstbornborn shall
actually inherit theIbe douDle portion of his proper-
ty this becomes a standing law in israel
doesdoeg not this clearly prove that the lord did not
condemn polygamy but that hebe considered it
legalegale that he did not consider one of these
wives to be a harlot or a bad woman does it not
prove that he counted the hated one as much a
wife as the beloved one and her children just as
legitimate in the ea eq of the law

again let us go back to thethoth days of the patri-
archs before thellie lawraw of mopesatoms was introduced
among the people and we find the samefame principle
still existed and ap probated by the god of heav-
en I1 have heard many of our opponents argue
that the law of losesMOSS approbated a plurality of
wives but it was not to be under other dispensa-
tion as much as to saygayay it was merely given
iecaicca ilseiise of the hardness of heirtheir heart but such
a saying is not to be found in the bloebible I1 can
indfind a declaration of our lord and that the
divorcinginiz ofaof a wife was permitpermitted iu the days of
moses because of the hardnessharilharrldesdebnes of the hearts of
he people but I1 cannot find any in the

of the savior eror thetile A unaano proph-
ets or in the law that the taking of another wife
wawaa because of the hardness of their hearthearts
there i14 quite a Terencedifferencedifdlf between taking wives
na putting tham awasaway

this law of plurality asa I1 smurn going to prove
iiddid not only exist arder the law of but
existed beffie that law under the patriarchal

atlon andanu what kind of a dispensation
was that it baslias been proved before the people
in this territory timelime after timelime that the dis-
pensationpensa tion lain which the lived was theth

dispensation of the gospel that the gospel was
preached to abraham as well as unto tilethe people
in the days of the apostle eoso says paul and
the same gospel too that was preached inirl the
dyedays of the apostles was preached to abraham
the scriptsscriptures es foreseeing god would justify tilethe

heathen through faith prepreachedabbed the gospel before
unto abraham etcelc the same gospel that the
heathen were to10 be justified by was the gametame
gospel that jesus and hisbis apostles pipreachedcached and
which was beforebabore preached to abraham ifit we
can find out that under the gospel preached to
abraham polygamy waswaa allowed the gospel
preached by jesus being the same of course
would not condemn it jacob we understand
went from his fathers house to sojourn at a dis-
tance from the land that was promised to aimard
while helie sojournedsojourned therehere he married leableah one
of the daughters of laban after having served
faithfully seven years it was a custom to buy
wives in those days they were more expensive
than nowadaysnow a days it is true he got cheated he
expected to have married rachel but as I1 pre-
sume thethoth old eastern custom of wearing veltvell
deceived jacob be could not exactly understand
whether it waswag leah or rachel until afterpeafter be
was married then hebe served sevenbeven yearsyearb5 ears more
to get rachel herebere was a plurality of wives

did the lord appear to jacob after this yesyee
did he ahlsten him no did he send his an-
gels to him after ihlathis yes hosts of them came
to him liehe was a man of such powerful faith
and hiihis heart so pue before god that hebe could
take hold of one of them endcud wrestle ell night
with him the same as people wrestle in the

11streets here only they did not swear and I1 pre-
sume they had not been drinking whisky and
they wrestled with all their might0 I1 do not sup-
pose the angel at first exertexercisedbilled any peculiarpecullar
faith but merely a physical strength behe wabwas
unable to throw jacbo and jacob like a prince
prevailed with god but he began to mistrust
that he was something more than a man that
wwasa 59 wrestling with him and began to inquire
afafterter his name and by and bye the angel deter-
mined not to be worsted put forth one of his
fingers and touched one of jacobbjacobs sinews andslid
down he came did this argel inform jacob
that he was a wretched polygamist an
ingargotof the earth not worthy to dwell in the to10
clety of men no he waswaa recommended elbitsa a
great prince and one that had power to prevail
with an angelanelan el all night until the angelt put forth
hi miraculousous power on him

this same jacob conversedconverged with god heard
buhis voice and saw him and in all thothosee vision
and glorious manifestations made to himle find
no reproof for polypollpolygamygamy certainly if the lord
did not intend to approbate a crime he would
have reproved him for polygamy if polygamy
were a crime if hebe did not intend jacob to go
headlong to destruction he would have told bimhim
he had taken two wives and it was not right buitbult
instead of this be blessed these wives of lacobjacob
exceedingly and poured out bis spirit upon them
leah bore him four sons and then she became
torfortoraforaa while barren finding she had left off bear-
ing children she gave zilpah a woman that
was dbuellingduellingdu ellingeiling with them to jacob to wife al-
though he already hadbad twoiwo and zilpah raised up
children to jacob leahleab had borne several chil-
dren and had left off bearing she had been more
backward about giving her handmaid Zalpahapah to
jacob to wife than irachelrachel bad been in giving
bilhah seeing thetholleilelie lord was about to curse her
with barrenness because shethe did not do accord-
ing to hefile example of her younger risterbister abeetie
gave zilpah to jacob then the lord hearkened
to her prayer and leah saidysaldsaid god hathbath given
me my hire because I1 have given my maiden to
my husband see genesis axx 18 J

who ever heard of hothe lords hearing ones
prayer because a person was doing an evil ifit
polygamy were a crime god would have con-
demned her because shethe gave up her hand-
maiden to her husband we can not suppose
that any woman not acquainted with the law
and commandment of the most high and be-
lieving it to be sinful for her ithubbandhusband to halehaie
two wives would exexpresspreiss herself in such a man-
ner the lord heard my prayer and gave meine
the fifth son because I1 gave my handmaid to my
husband to wife this shows to us that jacobs
wife Leah did really consider it something pleas-
ing in thetile sight of god it was something that
god and all hisbis angelangels hatthat appeared to jacob

lotapprobated aid anstedinstead of cursing him blessed
him more and more by these four wiveswires thetha
whole twelve sons of jacob were born and they
became the heads of the twelve tribes of israel
and when the day comes that the holy City the
old jerusalem shallahall descend irom god out ifof
heaven crowned with glory there will be found
upon the wall which is erected around it the
names of the twelve of israel beau-
tifully engraved upon thetile walls I1 suppose the
people of this day would call the most of these
sons of jacob bastards but they are to be bon-
oreoredj of god not for a few years but an honorbonor
that is to exist forever aidaidard ever while their
names will be found em blazoned upon the walls
of the biolyholy city to remain throughout eternity

now recollect this is under the gospel dispen-
sation and not under thehe law of moses which
was given several hundred years afterwards
the lord made reatgreatrest and precious promises to
the teelteed ceof jacob through these wives saying
theychev should inherit the land of0 palestine and
they sheild be blessed abovee all people we fint
this blessing fulfilled upon their headheads accord-
ing to tilillthe righteousness of their desce Odais
until they were scattered because of


