102

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’

S COMMENTS.

A PARTY QUESTION.

There are indications that the gues-
tion of territorial expanslon from now
on will be made a party issue, with the
Democrats commltted to !seolation and
the Republicans toe anpexation. It will
be the subject of oratory and discussion
throughout the land, and platforms wlll

beé framed with a view to defining what
the natlonal policy 14, or ought to be.

It is urged op one side that any other
policy than.dkolation would be a de-
parture from the rule established by
the fathers, as well as contrary to tra-
ditlon and to the so-called Monroe doc-
trine. To extend the American system
of government to the inhabltants of the
islands of the sea, 1t != argued, would
be to Invite “tmperialism'™ to invade
our shores. Washington, Garfleld and
cothers are being quoted In- support of
this view.

On the other hand it |a pointed out
that the farewell address of Washington
as to our relations with Furope, ex-
plieltly recognizes that there may be
exceptions to the general rule; that
while It enjoins us from participating
In the ordinary vicissltudes & European
politics and from making permanent
alliftances with foreign powers, It does
not undertake the impossible task of
selecting a boundary beyond which the
country can no longer make her own
Bpecial interests, or the interests of hu-
manjty, the paramount object of her
care. Am fsolation that fs nothing but
a shirking of the responsibilities of
high place and great great power ls, in
the language of the former secretary of
atate, Mr. Olney, "simply tgnominjous.”

A remarkable feature of the discus-
slon s the wldespread sentiment In
favor of a permanent retention of the
islands now the scenes of War, ap well
a3 the l!{‘awalian islands, But it would
be a miatake to suppose that this 8EM.
timent ls one for conguest, land-grahb-
bing and military glory. Among the
thoughtful, these notions do not exist
It is simply a natural desire for the
Proper expansion of the industrial policy
which 1s pecullarly American and in
which the nationg of the world finally
will be blessed, when, as the ljttle stona
in Danlel's visfon, it has struck the
Image of the Old World Imperiailsm on
its feet of Iron and clay and shattered
it to the four winds. Under the Amer-
Lc:snbpollcy ort lnd]ustry. new territory

een constantly conquered for th
benaflt of ungcult(l‘Jre. -

manu-
faeture and commerce. The
world's  wealth has been added
o a a marvelous rate, and mil-
Ilons of the noor In all parts of the

- world have been given an opportunity
to become independent, prosperous and
happy. It Is this American policy that
18 now, apparently, to be carried beyonug
the boundaries of the continent. It ia
not a questlen of abandoning the nar-
TOw path of the fathers for the wide
Toad of milltarism, but to follow that
path out to its natural termination,
And In so doine. It is by no means
necessary to eatablish an un-American
rule of government at home or abroad.
Exactly how the Bpanish possessions
should be governed is a matter for fu-
ture conslderation. At present it Is
sufficlent to know that the substjtution
of American soverelgnty for Spanish
tyranny eannot but be heneficlal to all
concerned. To this country it means s
larger navy with correspondingly
greater influence {n the counclis of the
nations of the world. Tt meana the con-
ftruetion of the Nlear-~—~ eanal and
the Pacific cable with the view to en-
larged commercial power. To the Inhab-
itants of the Americanized islands it

means prosperity and protectlon of
thelr rghts to enjoy life, 1therty and
happiness.

«FIGHTING ' JOE."

The “News" Is requested to give a bi-
ographical mention of Joseph Wheeler,
the Confederate-Federa] general who
just now !s occupying a peost of con-

siderable Importance and a correspond-
ing amount of danger. We do so with
Ppleasure.

Jogeph Wheeler was born on the 10th
of September, 1836. Belng sent to West
Point as a cadet he graduated from the
academy in 185% and was at once as-
signed to the dragoons. He then put
in a year at the practice school at
Carlisle, Penngylvania, at the conclu-
sion of which he received the rank of
second lleutenant. This position he
repigned in April, 1861, whereupon he
¢ast hia fortunes with the Southern
Confederacy, in the army of which he
was made a colonel. He commanded a
brigade at Shiloh, and In July, 182, he
was given a cavalry command and de.
voted most of his time and talents to
making things unpleasant for the West
Tennessecans. He did considerable
fichting there and in Kentucky, and on
the 30th of October following he was
promoted to a brigadler generalship.
He met the late General Rosecranns
several times and caused him great‘loss
and infinite annoyance, on one or two
occasions destroying the Unjon com-
mander’'s supply tralns. After the
Chickamauga battle Wheeler as 4 ma-
jor general went agaln to Tennesaee
and agnin pald his regpects to Rose-
crang, cutting off his communieation,
destroying 1,260 to 1,400 wagons ana
inflicting a terrible defeat upon the
Federal force sent against him. The
Union property which he damaged or
destroyed during that raid was estl-
mated at $3,000,000. He was almost
continuously 1in the saddle, and the
forces' whieh he could not whip were
harassed and fmpeded at every step.
One of his greatest achievements took
place in July, 1863, and occupied three
or four days, when he fell upon a
Union raidlng force commanded by Gen-
erals George Stoneman, Kenner Garrard
and Edward M. McCook. These were
defeated with severe losses in kllled
and prisoners, among the Jatter belng
Gen, Stoneman himself. General Sher-
man doubtless wished Wheeler were in
8paln or some other distant place
many a time during the march
through Georgla, the ublquitous and
tireless Clonfederate pouncing upon his
detached forces continually, prevent-
ing them from destroying or capturing
property and all the while himself
destroying Federal property and sup-
| pliea to an enormous aggregate amount,
and succeeding in breaking Sherman’s
line of communication. Wheeler became
a lieutenant general on Feb. 28, 1865,
and continued fAghting till the war
ended.

Settling down to the ways of peace
Gen. Wheeler began the study of law,
which, together with the business of
planter, he followed until 1880, when he
was elected to Congress, taking Lhe
seat In December, 1881, but it was sub-
sequently glven to Wllliam M. Lowe,
contestant. A few months later Mr.
Lowe died and Wheeler was again
elected, was seated and has been there
ever sgince wup to the time of his de-
parture for the fleld. He is not a large
man, weighlng only some 125 pounds.
He s a whirlwind fighter of
Napoleonle echaracteristics, and has

tions than any other officer of this

doubtless led ecommands Into more ac-'

country, lving or dead. He has 5.
suredly earned the sobriquet g¢
“Fighting Joe,” and we are now gaj
looking confldently for a new and [in.
pressive exemplification of his qualitieg
fn that line.

MOTHERS' CONGRESS,

The Congress of Mothers, opened ip
the Assembly Hall last night, June 30,
i a gathering of much interest and {m-
portance. It is well attended, and the
“News"” hopes the sojourn in the Cjty
of the Saints of the visiting ladies my
prove in every respect pleasant anpg
profttable.

A congress of mothers is a comparg.-
tively new fidea. It is the offspring 4¢
the modern ldeal of motherhood. Hith.
erto the development of the child hgg
proceeded according to the promptings
of instinct, often in an unsystematie,
haphazard way,with much less know]. -
edge on the part of the mother of the
physical and mental powers to be pre.

pared for practical use, than
that possessed by the en-
gineer relative to the machin.

ery he handles. That time I8 rapidly
paasing, though. A mother now under.
stands that education properly com-
mences before the little blue or dark
eyes have been opened to the light op
the sun..She knows the effect of beay.
tiful surroundings, a morally pure gt-
mosphere, mental calm and repose. Bhea
realizes that the little fauits of the
child very often are but a refiex of thg
moral light that {lluminates the
home and the school. for what Ig the
chitd-soul but a sensltve plate on whiep
Impressions are constantly made by thg
surroundings? She turns with a shug-
der from the brutally cruel methodgy
of education that were regorted to jp
order that the position of a eltizen ip
the state might mnever become any
other than that of a “subject,” not tg
say a slave, and she calls 10 her ,iq
instead the laws of hyglene and domes.,
tic science, well knowing that food,
water, alr, have no less to do with the
health of the mind than the strength
of the body.

But the new ldeal of motherhood i
not yet wunlversally accepted or evep
fully understood. A mothers’ congresy,
we take It, Is held for the purpose ¢
disseminating the gospel of child-
training among those on whom the
duty rests, actually or prospectively,
There can be no more Important mig-
slon, no work of more. practical valye
to the nation.

THE CHESSBOARD MILITANT,

Now you see It and now yon don‘t,
is the way Admliral Camara Seems to
manage naval affairs, and all things
and people that he comes In contact
with seem to go that way too. In the
first place Camara was to coal up at
Port Said, this end of the Suez Canal;
then the American consul protested
and the necessary permission was with-
held; then the Egyptian government
definltely and determinedly deelded
that no more coal than enough to take
the fleet back to Barcelona could be
taken on shipboard; now comes a djs-
patch stating that that same govern-

-ment has concluded to let the Spaniarda

coal up from their own transports in
the harbor to as great extent as de-
gired, and here it will probably end.
Egypt 1s under the suzerainty of
Great Britain, which power has un-
doubtedly -either directed or consente®
to the transactlon. What I8 going on be.
hind the scenes is not yet disclosed,
but there must be some sort of under-
standing. Of eourse Camara will now
proceed, and without accident should
reach Manila in about six weeks. He
is not a man who lacks in educatlon,



