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battle !s over and nelther I nor nny:
Utah men has so much as been wound-

ed,
Monday, Aug. 15, 1898,

I did not get very far with my letter
yerterday. Something came along to in-
terrupt me. Here I will go again. Well,
we are now In Manila, or more propetly,
in Malate, a suburb of that clty, rather
miserably situated, but looking forward
to the time when we shall get inio pers
manent barracks. This Is now impossl-
ble, slnee after conguering the Span-
jards, we find ourselves with the na-
tives in a somewhat ugly mood—they
have been consldering themselves, as
indeed we thave treated them In some
respects, as our friends and allles—they
have been fighting Spaniards for years,
have pushed them right into thelr eapi-;
tal and then, they say, we come along
mnd take all the frults of vietory, and
quite naturally they ask where they
ocome in. 8o far as our present policy
j@ concerned, they are not to be per-
mitted to come into Manile at all. They
want to loot the clty; we expect elther
to turn back to the Spamnlsh or keep
the city, and Iln either event do not
want the clty pillaged or burned.

The Filipplnos are fighting for In-
dependence, and will feel ugly at any
rolution of the diflieulty not recogniz-
ing them as independent.

But 1 have not sald a word about
the battle yet,

At 6 o'clock I started out from Camp
Dewey for the trenches about Ltwo
yiles distant with 60 odd men. Lileuten-
wnt Webb having siarted earller with
12 to go to 1 posltion farther east, when
we had found a portion of a swamp for
our Lwo ‘'‘pups, or séa guns. We had
not reached our position when a lively
cannonade started up In the right of
our lines, We aflerwards Jearned that
it was a serap started by the Filippinos,
which drew a good many shots from the
Dons, mostly directed alb Lieutenant
Grow's gun, still farther to the right
than Webb. We are fearful that they,
would begin the ball before we got be-
hind the trenches—this would have
been extremely dangerous Lo us—nearly
&all of those killed and wounded in our
other engagement were hit while comlng
up behind the trenches—but fortunate-
Iy for us, the firing was confined to the
right of our line. about ome-half mile
away. Some of the shglls came some-
what near us. We quickened our pace
and sneaked up through the brush into
the trenches, the first troops of thel
battle detall to arrive on the line. ]

I Immediately set to work to,
Birengthen the breastworks where ne-c-|
esgary and also concelved the idea of!
protecting the gunners by puting two
eandbags on each side of the gun on
reats provided for the cannboneers. We
got our gun detachments all told off so
that every man knew hls place. I got;
the sergeants and gunners together and
&ave them some lnatructlons abowt ele-
vations on thelr sights, windage, drift,'
ete., and Impressed them with the idea,
that we were there to make s reputa-
tion., Pretty soon the Colorado reglment
came fillng in from camp and relleved
the Pennsylvanla boys who had been
on guard the previous day. We are
thoroughly in tove with Hale's reglment
—It is a splendid lot of fellows—brave,
willing to work and well dlsciplined.
We were delighted to have ‘t‘he‘mI
around us,

(ieneral Greepne soon came with hls
staff and took up hls positlon in the
now celebrated church as headquarters.

About 9 o'clock we Baw the ships of
Dewey's fleet begln to move oul from
their places ln Cavite and to proceed
up the hay.

The Spaniards fired a few Mausers
down our way, but hurt no one. About
half past 9 we heard the boom of one
of the fleet's gums, soon followed by
others, I was a¢ General Greene's
Eide and he told me to let them have a

few rounds, and sent ‘the same word

‘to Captain Grant, farther to our west

I fired the first shot from my No. 2
plece with slght set at 1,050 yards. The
estimate was exact. The shell sped
with the wings of light over to the
Spanlsh breastworks on top of Malate
fort, nnd knocked the sandbags galley-
wesat, showlng that our aim and eleva-
tion was exact., I Immediately followed
with other guns, and Captain Grant
opened out below. Nearly every shod
struek the parapet—one {rom Lleuten-
ant Naylor's plece struck a shed or
something of 'the sort, and made the
planks and beams mounnt into the sky
fn grea! shape, One of the other guns
of my battery, at one round, got such
a fine opportunity on the breastworks
that ft lifted one sandbag at least 5O
feel in the alr and others almost as
high. There were other guns just be-
low the fort and one across a bridge
near by at
shots, and each time we could see Lhe
sand mount rkyward. Oh, these guns
we have are daisies! If the Spanish
had had any nearly so powerful we
¢could not have held our position althe
church as we did, after nights of bom-
bardment. In {he meantime the navy
were pouring It Into the Spanlsh fort
and along thefr tremnches, which they
had a splendld chanee to do from the
bay. The navy did not shoot nearly so
aceurately as we did, but it was a ¢au-
tion to see how thelr big elght-inch and
other guns d1d rip things up when they
did strike.

After shelllng for about an hour the
infantry, which had mot fired a shot,
were thrown forward of our limes, by
battallons in skirmish lines. Even af-
ter they were out we fired right over
their heads, but it made them duck—
the feeling iz not comfortable, I have
no doubt,
lards showed some life; they fired
gome small arms, bult & few volleys
from the Colrado boys sllenced all
that. The Colorado regiment went out
In three lines. KEverybody expected
every moment that the Spanish would
open fire on the advancing lines, and
perhaps lay out a hundred or two, but
the truth was as we Imagined—the fire
of the fleet and of our own gUns was
80 Intense amd terrifying that they had
fled in panle after the first shots which
struck and penstrated their lines with
deadly alm wand lIrreslstable power,
The small river beiween our position
and the Bpanlsh fort was forded near
the mouth on a bar. The Colorado
regiment was follawed by others.

They advanced cautlonsly up to the
Malate fort and soon we saw Old Glory
fiylng from the corner of the fort which
a few moments before, had been the tar-
get for our fire. A greal cheer went up
a.l’lm?.iong the line.

ere, from the top of the ohurch, we
saw the Infantry pushing up along the
Calle Real, the principal street of the
suburb. They were flred upon some, but
did not lose a man. All seemed qulet
then for an hour, when the American
flag was seen to fly from the main flaz
staff of the walled ecfty, this was fol-
lowed by another cheer from the sol-
dier boye in reserve.

In the meantlme there was fightng on
our right. The right of our brigade, the
dismounted Third artiliery, and TLiet-
tenant Webb's two gun® were not en-
gaged, but still farther to the right,
where the first (or General McArthur's)
brigade was situated, there was a warm
scrap or two In which & dozen or so
men were killed and forty of fitty
wounded.

Lleuterant Grow had been detalled to
take a gun up to an insurgent breast-
work on the Pasai road. He was in
full readiness In the early morning
when the darned insurgents flred a
sawed-of cannon they had there at the
Spanlsh lines, not more than 300 yards

which I directed a few

For the first time the Span-l

away, The effect was to bring an ar-
tillery fire down on Grow and the troops
along there. This did not last long, nor
result seriously. So when the word
came later for Grow to fire, he put a
shot through the Spanish blockhouse
No. 14, destroying the number paintsd
on the outslde and blowing the inslde
out. This he followed with several
other shots. As a result the Spaniards
were driven from their lines so that the
Twenty-third United States Infantry
went over the BSpanish breastworks
without a show of opposition, but they
encountered zome opposition up the
road on their way to the eity, and lost
a few men. Still further around to the
right, the Astor battery had been placea
with their little guns (gun and ear-
riage, welghlng only 520 pounds each).
They also fired and drew some Spanlgh
artlllery fire.

Then, when it seemed that the Span-
jgsh were silenced, they advanced with
two of thelr guns over the breastworks
and along the road, accompanied by In-
fantry— the Thirtenth Minnesota. They
were met near a little church with a
tew vollevs of Mausers from an In-
trenched house a little farther om and
lost & few men (the infamiry). Gen.
MeArthur called for volunteers to dis-
lodge the enemy in the fort. Singa-
Jarly enough. Captaln Murat of the Aa-
tors volunteerd. Singularly, because his
men only had cannons and revolvers.
They did not succeed In dislodging the
Dons, and Jost their first sergeant ana
ranking duty sergeant in the charge,
and had nlne or ten men wounded. Thay
were driven back and nearly lost their
two guns. Boon the Spanlards wera
compelled to retreat, because their com-
patriots in front of our line on the right
were defeated.

Well, we were ordered to brlng our
guns and come into the elty and a bat-
talion of Idaho troops ordered to nsslst
us in pulling them, 80 we struck up
along the beach in the pathway of the
infantry and forded the stream with
water to our knees, up past the Malate
tort and Iinto quarters a lfttle farther
on. Every house in the vicinlty was
abandoned. Beds, furniture, clothing,
everything left in the greatest disorder
—already the natlves were beglnnlng to
rob, We had scarcely had our supper,
when we were agailn ordered to mowe,
S0 we packed up and loaded wp and
moved up a mile through two dark
streets to the Cuartel de Malate, or
Malate barracks, a blg square filled

,with barrack buildings, fine in architec-

ture, with a stone wall capped with an
fron grating fence surrounding It. Here
we found apparently thousands of our
soldiers, pushing and crowding and
oooking thelr scamty meals on firea
made In the areas of the barraciks, We
ran our gun Iimto the enclosure and
were pointed out a thatched but com-
fortable building on the other side of
the street for our men to sleap in.
Yesterday I made an effort and moved
up all—or nearly all—the camp equlp-
age, to our present place. All the men
but three are now here. I am now going
to send 40 men and ohe of gur calsalon
bodles back for the rest of pur temt-
age. Captaln Grant was with us the
firat night, but got orders to move fur-
ther up into the city, and is now most
palatially located In one of the clity ad-
ministration bulldings.

We (the officers) are occupying the
rear room of ome of the bulldings In
which the men are quartered. O, we
have had the devil’s own time for sev-
eral weeks. Mud, raln, trenches, work
day and night, sleeping anything, never
dry, eating hardtack, tec, and not even
settled.

We are kept down here at General
MoeArthur's headquarters in order to
aexist In repelling the insurgents should
they get ugly and atitack. In a day or
%0 the situation will cear up, and we
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