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LI OF WIVES THE
BIBLE IN EVIDENCE

in the outcry that has been and is being
made against plurality of wives by a
certainvertain class throughout the nation we
have sought careearecarefullycarefullyfullfuliy but in vain foroon

something in the shape of argument
from those opposing the doctrine in-
stead of that invective and abuse have
been the weapons used with a large
amount of baseless assumptions sure
evidences of a defective cause for if the
position taken by the opponents of the
doctrine was tenable upon reasonable
and scriptural grounds it would be
stoutly defended by reason argument
and scripture as they neither lack tal-
ent edumeduneducationtion nor polemical ability

every one who has read the bible and
believes it must admit as beyond con-
troversytroversy that plurality of wives was
practiced by the ancients to whom god
communicated his oracles by those
to ishom he revealed himself and on
whom his choicest blessings were be-
stowed

e
stowed the only question at issue is
did jehovah simply permit it or did
helip seanfeansanctioncUoneuon approbate and require U47
yetonyet on these points the scripture is exes

clearelear in the case of abra-
ham

aira
ham called by christiansChrischrlsfians tot0 this day
itiletiieitlie father of the falthfaithfaithfulfulfui we find
that arterafter he had two wives the lord
expressly guysgayb 11 1I emoto him that he
will commandid klisailshis children and themtheythe
shallshail tho way of the lord I1 gen 18
19 here the almighty emphatically
sanctions and approbatesprobatesap it expressing
the utmost confidence in a man whom
he visited while that man had at the
the time twotivo wives living inithwith mmhim undand
to whom he then and there reverevealedced
himself and promised the greagreatesttet of
blessings no word ofbf reproof of con-
demnationdemnation or correction is uttered but
direct approbation of his whole course
and in gen 21211313 Ggodod declares I1 I1 ofedthethe
son odtheof the bondwomanbond woman will I1 make a
nation because he is thy seed while
through isaac the son orthisof this man with
two wives was all the nations of the
earthtarth to be blessed abraham further
addedaddea to his 1 amily by increasing the
numberer of hisbis wives yet paul the
apostle to the kontilesgenGon tiles places him highligh
amongamon0 thetiie worthies ofdf exceeding faithfalth
whom tilthees

1
saintstaints of god shouldphofila pattern

aater
we have not apacespace for many exam-

ples which are as chimerfiul husn tlethethe sa-
cred book as the lilliiluminousminous eonconconstella-
tions

sieilaiialla
of heaven in thotl milkykjmy way butput

will let a few plain and pertinent ones
on each point suffice tnin deutbeut 25 5
the living brother of a man deceased
is commanded totd tadeastake as wife the wid-
ow of his deceased brother whether he
be married or not and as the issue of
such union would not be called his but
his brothers by the great primal com
mandofmandof jehovah he was required to
perpetuate his own name and seed upon
the earth therefore in that act of leg-
islation does the lord absolutely re-
quire under certain contingencies the
taking of a plurality of wives and gives
it asa command again the seducer of
a virgin is required to make her his
wife he may not put her away all his
daay deutbeut 2214 29 the penalty for not
making her his wife when the case
rolsroiss adjudged being simply deathdeahl deutbeut
arW 12 if a married man were thus

dulityguilty he is by that act of divine legis-
lationlation required under pain of dedeathath totd
take a plurality of wives in exodus
211021 10 and in duet 21211515 direct acts of
divine legislation are recorded regard-
ing the doidoldomesticbestichestie affairs of those who
have more than one wife living at the
same time so do a great number of oth-
er passages of scripture directly bear
testimony that the lord legalized
sanctioned and approved of the
pie

it is said thatplurality of wives is adadul-
terous

ul
that the children of all but the

first wife are bastards it is recorded
in exodus 201420 14 that god in the midst
of rings and from
mount sinai said thou not
commit adultery 11 yet at the same
time in giving the same series of com-
mandmentsmandmaudments he also said if he take
him another wife her food her raiment
and her duty of marriage shall he not
diminish referring to the olleone he had
before taking the second what con-
demn adultery and brand it as a crime
and in the same breath sanction it and
legislate for its perpetuation what
sort of a being does christendom invest
with the adfawfulul attributes of the al-
mighty Is it one whose senseless mu-
tabilitytability would disgrace the most chang-
eable politician ever foisted into legisla-
torial dignity by election trickery
it cannot be he who said 1I am god
I1 change not the same god
through his servant nathan the
prophet said to david the man
after his own heart I1 gaugave theetheo thy
masters house and thy masters wives
into thy bosom I1 I1ii sam 12 8 hebehav-
ing

hav
before that a plurality of wives

when God raised him to the throne of
israel would anau all wise being so
far encourage and approbate that which
he had condemned and declared death
the fitting penalty for as to give
wives into thehe bosom bf david if a plu-
rality of wives were adulterous if it
were adultery then would the issue be
bastard forbidden to enter into the con-
gregationgregation of the lord to the tenth gen-
erationerateraloiition yet we find the children of men
who had a plurality of wives born to
them by other than the first wife tak-
ing lead in the affairs of the ancient
people of god officiating as priests
called to be prophets as was samuel
and in the case of solomon chosen to
build the holy temple and blessed di-
rectly by the lord to such an extent as
to have his name carried down through
long centuries of timetige the honored of
heaven blessed with wisdom above
ototherhermenmen clearly then among the
ancient people of god plurality of wives
was practiced sanctioned and required
by the lord was not a breach of the
seventh commandantcomman dent and the issue
springing from it was legitimate

it is further urged that it is forbidden
under the gospel dispensation where
we find notnothingh

i

ing to answer in this ob-

jectionjec tion for there is nothing advanced
in support of it but assertion it has
been said that the law given to moses
waswas done away the lalaw was fulfilled
by jesus not destroyed nor abrogated

theahe decalogue though not renewed is

accepted as being in force todayto day by allail11

christendomChristen domasas much sogo as when it was
thundered from mount sinai it will
be in force for all time the principles
enunciatedenunciatehted illin the ten command-
ments are eternal iliin their nature had
an existence in fact from the dawning
of time and will continue that existenceelistence

as long as time endures so with mar-
riage the legitimacy of that ordordin-
ance

in
dates frfromom the existence of oppo-

site sexesseles odtheof thetho human family and the
laws which governed it then are in force

in all ages among those who serve god
unless the great lawgiverlaw giver pleases to

change or rrepeal them
the law of rites and ceremonies was

given to the jews as a schoolmaster
to bring ththem

I1

em to chrichrist 11 but the mind

bt Jehovah concerning jamarriagearriage was re-
vealedvealed whwhencn men lived under a gospel
dispensation and before they had so ffarar
wandered from god as to require a
schoolmaster to bring them back again
to him plurality of wives was
known practiced and approbatedprobatedap 01of
god during the gospel dispensation
previous to the days of Mosesand when
that which was added because of trans-
gressiongression was lifted away the same
principles governing and perpetuating
ilfelife eternally which had been impartin part
rejected were those by which the peo-
ple of god were to be governed

but in the days of the savior there
must have been men who had more
than one wife living for the command
which requiredrequiredaa man to take his broth-
ers widow to wife still existed yet the
lord jesus nowhere utters the first syl-
lable condemncondemnatoryatory of it though helie
speaks in unsparing terms against the
adulteriesadulteries of the day and reprehends
their divorces which moses allowed be-
cause of the hardness of their hearts
furthermore but one of the apostles
expresses himself on the subject and
while nowhere condemning it his
words in one place are a direct confirm-
ation that plurality of wives was prac-
ticed and allowed in his own days
paul limits a bishop and a deacon to
one wifethe reason for which is obvious
living under the monogamic law of
pagan rome and being men brought
before the people he deemed it wise
that they should so far conform to the
usage of their times and the lawsjaws under
which they lived following out his
avowed policy of being all things to
all men that he might win souls but
the fact of his feeling it necessary to
place such restriction on these officers
is proof that the doctrine of plurality of
wives was acted upon by the early
christians who looked back to aarere-
deemer that had come as by those
christians who lived underailder the gospel
law in patriarchial times and who like
job looked forward to a coming red-
eemer

such is in part the bible testimony
on this subject very briefly noticed in-
deed but yet so plain that it is beyond
successful contradiction the law of
nature revealed in the works of the creore
ator is sustained by the written law re-
vealed in his word now you who
while sittingc steeped in corruption
against the practices of the

mormonscormonsMormons and profess a deep faith
and reverence for the bible meet its
plain statements as best you maymai to
the law and to the testimony bring
forth your strong reasoning and con-
vince us of our error from the source
whence we have drawn our arguments

let your weapons hebe powerful reason-
inging plain quotation direct testimony
they will be more in consonance with
the boasted enlightenment of the nine-
teenthteenth century than the cannoncannoi and
bayonets with which youyau threateneteniten to
exterminate conscientious believers for
obeying a commandment of god which
you find yourselves unable to meet in
fair and open argument or if you will
pursue the course you are now travel-
ing be consistentconsi avow your disbelief
iiiin the bible proclaim your infidelity to
god stigmatize those who are seated on
thrones in the celestcelestiallallai kingdom as
adulterers declare the son of godagod a de
cendana of adulterers and a scion of bas-
tardy throw the deedecdecaloguelogue aside the
morality and purity of the bible to the

mormonscormonsMormons and establish for your-
selves a god of gold with prostitution as
its high priestess

these you must do to be consistent
or you must humble yourselves before
god own his power and wisdom and
his right to legislate in all that con-
cerns mankind andhud accept
the revelations contained in that book
which you have professedly adopted as
a rule of faith
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the lloilohoshomv james gould in dbliveringdelivering the an-
nual address to the society at
albany N Y feb 13 said hehewlwishedshed to bring
to the notice of physicians the terrible increase
of the crime of abortion among the women of
america respectable married women he said
who had no shame to conceal resorted as muchmaeh
to this disgusting and criminal practice as their
erring sisters wwho0 had at least an incentive de-
sire to avoid the scorn which would inevitably
meet them did they not take some measures to
hide their guilt in one village through which
he passed lay three women who had recentlyrecent lyslu
died through having abortion procured in one
house a mother and daughtendaughter died from the
same cause women he stated in good
society performpenury theme operationoperauon on themselves
in many instances beinbeing taugtaught by physicians
he urged that every influence should be
broughtdrought to bearbeanr to remedy this great evil tajaty y

Isnot this waxing I1 I1 iverseworse and worse 1 I1

as foretold or is it only a legitimate
result of modemodernrn so called regenera
titionolly

we do not like to print such t
ing facts but the keeping our readers
advised upon significant signs of the
times compels an occasional
tion of increasing wickedness as in the
instance testified of by the hon james
gould suehsuch instances are by no means
printed as any proof that mormonism
is consequently true for christendomm
as most emphatically do we deplore
such awful corruption butdut such in-
stances do prove that so longiong agany
community sect of nation changes
the laws transgresses the ordinances
and breaks the everlasting covenant
cleaves to man made priesthoods and
not only rerejectsacts the revelations ofVsheaven but trivesstrives to prevent their
observance by othersbtliers they must of
necessity wax worse and worse 11 11i

OVEOVERLANDRLAND
DISPATCH

wee are compelled to state that the
aboveabove named dispatch managemanageddf very
badly last year in its freighting to utah
leaving much freight at bridged andafid
denver and some clear back at the
starting point at atchison on the mis-
sourisour and that is not all for upon
inquiring we cannot

1

learn that any
steps are being taken to forward itlt on
at this late date before theP time
waters

without soon delivering at least the
freight at Bridbridgercerandgerandand denver andinanden
damn their t
losses we doCIO not clearly see howJ theyney
canCan well ask for future patronage hur-
ry in the last yearsyearns freight and satisfy
the reasonable demands of those youyou
have caused disappointmentstandand loss orbr
give way to those who will fulfill their
engagements even though it be at a
money sacrifice as penalty for fallufaliufailuresreareg
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the length of the artarticle anoni plplurality
i

of wives in our SEMIsenisemiweeklyweelleeiWEEKLYLY march
11II and leading in this number com-
pelled us to close the arguments drawn
from the sewnew testament rather ab-
ruptly

the view expressed thereof paulin
I1

junction coneonconcerticoncerningcerning a bishop anand4 a
deacon beingboing each the huhusbandosband of qonene
wife was taken because it is the only
view on which opponents of the doc-
trine could hope to basebaie anything in
the shape of an argument yet looking
attt I1itt from the stand pointpint therethie ex-
pressed it sustains the doctrine
is however still r vuewi goreloro in
conconsonance with thethe whole tenor of
scripture and the principles of church
government bishops aandnd deadeaconssae
officers having coococcognisancenuisancenisance qof temporal
things among the Sainsaintstg andandringeing re-
quired to advise counsel and regulate
in temporal matters hencehenctheyethey needed
experience in fafamilyM llyliy governmentn i and I1

domestic affairs see acts VI 1 tim
IIIili the legitimate that
unmarried men dveraiverawere wellveilv quali-
fied for these offices t jacking the requi-
site experience aandnd therefore paulyaul
thought it best that a man who was
appointed to the office of a bishop or a
deacon should bo the husband of at
least one wife this we consider the

i

correct view and one that is1 S amply sus-
tained in the new testament while
bethbibbihuth views u questionably prove that


