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MORE POLITICAL JUGGLERY. lof whose professed friends are anxi-

A Herald special, which appears
mn this issue, gives information to
the effeet that the Becretary of Ari-
zona, a Mr. Murphy, 18 in Wash-
ington urging upon the House com-
mittee on Tetritorles the advisabil-
ity of insisting upon Arizona being
admitted to ihie Union ovly on con-
dition that a clause disfranchising
the ““Moriucos’® be embodied in her
eongtitution. This impudent and
atrocious demand is mad« in the
face of several facts which indicate
beyond gquestion that such an unre-
publiian proceeding is opposed to
the will of the peopleof Arizona.

Hereare the points (1} Mr. Smith,
the Delegate to Congress from Auvi:

Zona, representing his const.it.u)
ency most emphatically op
poBes  any such  disfranchise

ment clause in the constitulion
{2.) The Arizona Legislature passe
an apti-*Mormon?*? religious tes
oath Jaw, which was in the direetio
of digfranchizement. Bubsequent]
the statute being invidious, proseri
tive and unjust, was repeaied. Th
people thus sliowed, through thei
legislative representatives, their re
- pugnanve teo anything in the line
of dJisfrnuchisement on religious
grounds. (3.) Mr. Murphy ad-
mitted, in answer tc Mr. Mansur,
that if a proposal to adopt a Jdis-
franchisement clause in the econsti-
tution of the proposed Blate were
submitted to the peoplt it would be
voted down. Consequently those
who favor it request that Congress
shall deprive the people of the
right to adopt their own constitu-
tion. The edrontery of the demand
when combined with the admission
is almost sublime in its unserupulous
disregard of the fundamental prin-
ciple of popular government—hased
on the will of the governed.

About all these politleal wire
pulling jobs, there is a distinet
peeuliarity. It is this: Nearly all
of the leading operators are either
Federal officials or ex-officials of
the 9ame class. Take, for instanece,
this same Mr. Murphy with the
Hibernian potato flavor to his name
—he is a Federal seeretary. Then
there iz pur double-dealing Gover-
nor Thomas who i8operating the
disfranchisement business in the
capacity of agent for the Balt L.ake
Chamber of Commerce,which pays
him $500 for his work; also the dash-
ing ex-Bouthern rebel guerilla offi-
cer, ex-Glovernor, and agent of the
Chamber of Commerce. Caleb W.
Weat. Then there is Robert N.
Baskin, an ex-Federal official, some

ous to see retire to his old home
in Ohio to end his Jdays, chewing
the cud of disappointment.

It seems to be the ease with many
men that when they once. take a
draught of the sweets of office they
are never satisfied except when they
are operating the dipping process.
Those who are out of office wish to
get in. Those who are in expuct to
get out in the event of Federal tits
being anmihilated by the official
fields being ¢clothed with the mantle
of statehood. Their only hope in
that event is to lay a foundation for
future reward hy a present recourse
to the disreputable process of politi-
cal jugylery. ’

THE ALTERNATIVE BEFORE CON-
. GRESS.

SQUARELY stated, the alternative
presented before Congress in connec-
tion with the Btruble bill is this:
Shall the ““Mormons?’® be permitted
to remain a part of the body politie
of this nation,or shall an irreparable
breach Le made in the Constitution,
in order that they may be excluded
from the rights of citizens? Oneof
these two things Congress must do.
‘There iz no possible third choice. If

he disfranchisement measure shall
he rejected, the religipus sect ve-
ferred to will rematn upon an equal

ifooting politically with all other

worslliping societies in the Repub-
lie. If it shall become law, then an
opening is made in the bulwarks of
American liberty beyond the power
of man to close before A deluge of
religious aud partisan strife shall
submerge the country, and under-
mine and sweep away the foundn-
tions of bur nationsl fabrie.

When the members of a religious
body in this country are disfran-
chisei by Congressional enactment
because of such membership,a worse
disruption will be made in the na-
tional organization than that which
followed the bombardment of Fort
Sumpter, and caused the loss of a
million lives and mountains of treas-
ure. The gteat rebellion divided
the country iuto only two opposing
portions, each of which was con-
fined tu definite geographical limits.
With two or three exceptions, the
inhabitants of each State were prac-
tically united as to which gide of the
great controversy the Btate should
espouse. Except in limited distriets
and a few instances, the residents of
given neighborhoods Jid not make
war upon each other. Each side
felt its foe to be a foreign rather
than a fraternal one. This 18 at

least true of the masses of the
goldiery.

But when political conspirators
begin to win success in this great
Republin by securing the disfran-
chisermnent of their opponents on
grounds of eliurch membership, and
by means of anti-religious er expur-
gatory test onths, the c\ountry will be
split, not only into two, but into
wany divisions. The number of
warring factions will  correspomi
with the number of religions scets
which areassailing, or being assalled
by, opponents in a deadly strife over
the question of disfranchisement for
opinion’s rake.

Tinder n governmental atructure
such as ours, consequences .the most
sweeping and appalliog must attend
the establishnrent of a precedent
Jjustifying disfranchisement on ac-
count of religious belief. If any man
has studied either law, history or
state craft, and cannot see that this
is and must be true, his studies have
profited him but little,

Familiarity with current develop-
ments in the country confirms the
teachings of pelitical seience in this
regard. Since the disfranchisement
of the “Mormons’” in Idaho, &
strong anti-Catholic organization In
Boston has flooded the country with
printed matter, showing that the
same reasons and arguments on
which was based the action that
took frem the “Mormous® the rights
of citizenship, applied with even
greater forre to Roman Catholies,
whom the Boeton orgauizatiou de-
sired to have reduced to the situa-
tion of aliens. Let Cougress follow
the example of the legislature of
Idaha, hy placing upon the national
statute book a law bascd upen the
proposition that a belief in certain
religious doctrines is a sufficient
ground for the denial of the fran-
chise to ¢itizens holding such belief,
and no power on earth ean preveug
the inaugutation, throughout the
\United States, of a strife between
Protestants and Catholics, such as
has so often filled with distress older
countries of the civilized world, add
guch ag the fattiers of this nation,
above all earthly things, desired to
forever prevent in this fair land.

Let it be granted that the (alse
and shameful charge of Jisloyalty,
reiterated against the “Mormcns,*?
is true, its truth will in no way
modify the disastrous effects upon
the ("onstitution which the Struble
bill will have if made o law,.for dis-
franchigement without judicial pro-
cedure of any sort is not and cannot
be made. a constitutional method of
punishing disloyalty. Let Con-
gress in its wisdom and patriotiem,
or in its lack of these gualitics, as
the event may be, decide upon its
course,




