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ANCIENT AMERICAN RELICS.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Weet Shore
zives an interesting iescription of
sume striking relics of a civilization of
what he calls Lhe ‘*‘prehistoric past,* in
the Coour d’Ajenes, in ldaho. He
makerspecial mention of what appearsa
to e gacred altars, which he presuines
were constructed for purposes of wor
ship. He soys:

“Of these sacred ajtars there are six in
nunihar, builded of bisalt rock taken

frem some point boyoml bundred miles
from this point, as thore is no rock of this

charactor in the vicinity, and of
A peenliar  masonry unknown and
and  unrceorded in’ the bhistory of
the craf. They are seven fect iIn

heigh!._:md a careful measurement of
the entire six showa the ramarkabie fnet
that there 19 net a hair's differenee io tbe
structure of them all. ‘Chey are of tho
same height and width, of solid masonry,
with the exception of a deflection or sort
of sink on the square top of each. On
the front of each, facing the rising
sun, are crude hieroglyphics, and a
chiseled crosecnt. The hicroglyphics
ara of the piclure langnage insicad
of the writ'c lanpuage of a  race,
and point $6 1 moon worship 1ather than
the dovotions to the sun. Wikhin the
distance of an arrow's flight of tho.o
altars iy a =quare amphitheatss, which
seems to have boeo hoewn in tho solid
rock and worn slmost as smooth as pot-
ished marble. Niwunerous narrow trails
lead from thisamphithieat e to the moun-
taing, but outside of tbe immoedinie sur-
roundings there I8 no sign ot sk in the
glens, eanyons and mountains of this vi-
cinity.”?

The correspondent stutes Lhat he lias
spent hours in speculation in attempt-
iug to fathom the mystery surrounding
these remains ofa great people aud to
Eain some key to the secrets of the in-
scriptions. He concludes that these
relics ‘‘are not of the Indian race, for
the architecture of these monuments
shows the master hand of the artisan
and leaves the beholder to believe that
Rome time in the dim past a race of
people existed here wlio corumuned
with the gods of high art and enjoyed
a civilization equal, if not superior, to
our own.”?

When people shall read the Book of
Mormon with a view to hooestly ascer-
taining the evidences of its suthen.
ticity, Instead of repudiating that
genuine history of anclent America,
the relics of past races found all over
this ¢ontinent will no longer be to
them apn impenetrable mystery. The
religion, political and svcial insbitu-
tions, arts and pmnufactures, modes of
warfare aud the general civilization of
those peoples of the past will be largely
understood. The proofs which sub-
stantiate the claims of that record to
being genuine are constantly accumu- [
lating, and will ultimately become so
potential that it will, fu cuurse of time, |
take asstrung aueffurt to avold believ-
ingin it as 1t does now o aceept of it
for what it purports to e,
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THE FEDERAL ELECTION BILL.

Is wnE Force bill after all tfo
become a law? This is the ques-
tion politicians are now asking
ench  other. In parliamentary
language, the Force bLill would be
known as thie Federal Elections bill.
Aud under it the Congressional
State clectious would be placed under
control of Unpited States soldiers and
officials. In other words it would be
the turning over of elections, for in-
stance, in the BSfate of Illinois, toa
band of politieul heelers, such ag now |
tyrannizes over Utah.

The Farco bill has for its object the
protection of the negro voter in the
Southern States. Iut its previsions, it
is well known, caa be applied to New
Hampshire or Nebraska, as well as to
Geotgia or Biuth Carolina. In the
eyes of & man hungry for office there
iglittle differenice of color between the
blackest Ssnegambiau and the whitest
Caucasian. And the proposed enact
ments of the Furce bill provide for its
application to any State or inupicipali-
ty in which a lJimited pumber
of cltizens moy apply for it
en forcement, Under thir clanse
of it," a conscienceless clique of
peliticians could, with the aid of a
dowinant party In control of the
Uniied States Government, apply the
law to Bpringfield, Illinois, the oid
Liome of Abrabani Lincoln.

This proposed law was not inappro-
priately denominated the Foree bill,
though the average intellect wounld
understand better what it meant if
denomipated the “Bayonet bill,** for
such it would really become in the
hanods of corrupt ofticlals, |

In the United States Senate about
two weeks ago eight Republican Sen-
ators voted with the Democrats to
shelve this Foree bill and give priori-
ty to the Fioaoce bill. There are
also a number of good Republican
Benntors and Congressmen opposed

to this bill and would glagd-
ly see it relegated to  obli-
vion. It cannct be denjed that

abuses prevail in the Bouth; and that
the colored citizen’s eituation there ia
not an enviable one. But is the North
enbirely free from election abuges?
Certainly not. Ballotbox stuffing and
other evils are practiced in the North,
of which politicians do nob scruple to
avail themselves to crawl into office by
dishonorablemeans. But a force bill for
these ubuses i3 not the remedy. First
of all honesty and patriotism io a
judiciary are the primeessentials, Next,
to these conie a public spirited press
and party vigifance, tbe whole capped
by a healthy, booest public opinion
which fears not to dencunce fraud and

violence, irrespective of party.,
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Look atthe condition of nu dozen of
our Htate legislatures today! If
we had soch a measure ‘as the
Force bill ou our statate books can any
one say that it would be left to fall info
desuetude. Not, by any means. Such
a bill might be the means of producing
the worst kind "of a eivil war, The
situation io New Hampshire fully
iliustrates this theory. It is the same
in Counecticut, Colorado, NebYaska,
Idaho, Moutana, and several other
States. The moment that such a
measure as (he Force bill becomes law
in this country then this will no longer
be a democratic republic.
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THE CIVIL LAW OF MOSES.

No subject of aptiguity furnishes
more interesting features to the student.
than the Iaws giveu to the children of
Israel through DMozes. They woere
framed for a psople who were under
the direct care of God, and for the pur-
pose of educating that race and, ina
certaio degree, the whole world to that
state of morality aod iotelligence nec-
essary preparatory to the acceptance of
the principles of the succeeding dis-
pensations. The laws of Moses were
the needful preliminaries of the laws
of the Gospel.

It has sometimes been stated that
those aocient Iaws cannot be of
divine origin, because somo of
their provisions are contrary te what
in our age is considered the
standard of perfection. This assertion
is based upon an erronepus view of
their aim. They were not given assa
last or fluished lesson of morality and
intelligence to maokind. On the con-
trary, the lawgiver clearly states that
another prophet should be raised up,
whom the people ghould obey, thereby
intimating that those initiatory laws
would be perfected by another inspired
gervant of (lod. When a child com-
mences to learn, it caonot receive the
same kind of instroctions nor the same
rules as it can and.will receive when 1t
reaches a more advanced age. But the
first rudiments of instructions are as es-
seotial to advancement as are those
which follow, The laws of Moses mnst
be considered in this light.

When God led Israel out of bondage,
He nad a people dizposed to idolatry.
He had to teach them His own perfec-
tions and induce them to worship Him
with pure hearts and reverence. They
had to learn that they were His people
by covenant with their Mthers, and
that they should, consequently, love
Him and love each other, keeping
themselves free from the contamina-
tion of surrounding peoples. They
were to be taught to implicity trust in
Him as well as to render Him that




