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TAR AND FEATHERS

many of your readers will be inter
fetedeeten to peruse an exact copy of a
paper in a suit planted in the circuit
court at independence jackson coun-
ty missouri in the february term
1834 by bishop edward partridge
plaintiff against clity five robbers
who without color otof jaw seized and
druggeddragged him to the public square in
independence and after abusing him
tarred and feathered him after which
they turned him loose the reason for
this outrage was because of bishop
partridge Is religious belief in apostles
prophets and the organization giftsgiffe
blessingsblemings and ordinances of the church
of christ

I1I1 personally knew the plaintiff our
esteemed and worthy bishop edward
partridge as a true friend of the poor
of liberty and of freedom of thought
in regard to his character at the time
of inflicting the crueltiescruel ties mentioned
upon him as stated in his complaint I1
will give general wilsonwilfondWil ld testimony
bishop partridge besidesles being tarred
spaand leatheredfeathered was expelled from his
home and state the fifty five mob
bers in their answer now tonon file
in the independence courtI1 machac

that they assisted in the
dastardlyardly act each one of the fifty
five put in the sauie answer that they
did it asinin self defense ai

general wilson was one of the
chief robbers who helped to drive out
of the county and finally out of the
state one who was asking the courts
for redress so that he was barred from
bringing to justice his persecutors
general wilson said to P P pratt and
othere we jackson county boys
know bow it is and therefore hovehave not
the extreme hatred and prejudice
abich characterize the rest of the
troops we know perfectly well from
wethe beginning that the mormonscormons have
not been ahe aggressors at all As it
began in 1833 in jacksnjacks m county
missouri so it has been ever since

we mob you without
law thanea authorities refuse to protect
you according to law you tthenhOD are
compelled to protect voursyourselveselves anu
we act upon the prejudice of the pub-
lic we join forms and the w hole is
legalizes for your destruction when
we drove you from jackson county we
burned of your houses plundered
your govus destroyed your press type
and paper books office and all tarred
and feathered old bishop partridge
as exemplary an old man as you can
find anywhere let
a setmet of men serve me as your cum

have been served and ill be
d d it I1 would not lightfight till I1 died

jeneralgeneral wilson was engaged with
as be pashas already stated a legalized
mob at far wc st on november ast1stI1

18881688 and just before making the above
statement be heldbehl a conversation with
the prophet joseph smith at the time

hebe was condemned by the mob
to be shot on the public square at faxfat
west caldwell county mo joseph
askedaskea general wilson what hebe bad
dane that hebe should be treated with
much indignitydignityiu stating that he hadbad
always been a supporter otof the con-
stitutionution and of good governgovernmentment
WilsowillousWilsousws reply was 1I know it and
that is the reason I1 want to kill you orer
have you killed 2

1I TBS in far west and saw general
wilson and captain bogart a meth-
odist preacher and hisbis son iu law mr
cook it was a time of general ex-
citementcit A great many of the rabble
were leolea tinru by false rumors and lauatilanati
cism this feeling died out with that
geuegenerationration and a new generation now
appears only a very few remain who
took part in driving the mormonscormons
from their laudslands and homes
filly five years ago during
my recent trip I1 only found two and
they are old men who werf then boys
one of them a mr mason at dinue
penperi deucedence missouri said 1I helped tvtu
drive the wayaway11 but I1 was
only in my teens I1 have nothing
against the mormonscormonsMor mons they never
harmed me I1 now can see if we had
let the mormonscormons abone they would
have built up wethe country as they have
done in utah pl mr mason is now
about 70 years of age I1 visited him
at hisbis home and hebe and hisbis family
treated me with kindness

having had the opportunity of copy
ing the amended complaint in the
matter first referred to jimin this com-
municationmuni cation and also the 6555 answers
nowlow on file in the circuit court at
independence mo I1 availed myself
of the opportunity of presentingog those
copies for the perusal of our young
folks that they may read of some oiof
the difficulties encountered by the
lathersfathers in establishing so good a cause
as we are now evjeying

the foreitforegoing documents afford
food for serious as to the
conditions of that time

AMENDED declaration
in the circuit court february term

eighteen aundreahundred and thirty four
1834

jackson county court
edward partridge complains of samuel

D lucas russell hicks lewis
franklin richard simpson gerargegeorge
M simpson bendas Ald cham
thomas M wilson james M hunter
henry chiles nathaniel K almstead
Za charlah miller samuel weston wil-
liam L irwin samuel D owens dan
overton john harris harmon gregge
james IEL flournayFlourna morris G wiwilsonison
robert johnsonJohn Bon jameses campbellcampbcam b011 joelJ
T child richard fustin abram T
staples william cannon john smith
john davis joseph C davis thomas
pitcher guss johnson james reynolds
james cockrel jonathan sheppard john
W dame read tarton eldredge david
A staton john Carno tJohn Cook Daniel
king edwin F hicks william martin
richard W clemins james P hick-
man william brown samuel johnson
william pugh john lewis james H
mcgee ruland flounroy john M
walker and benjamin major of a plea of
trespass for that the said defendants
heretofore named on the twenty fifth
day of July eighteen hundred audand thirty
three 1833 with force and arms
at the county of jackson aforesaid
assaulted the said edward partridge and
ithenhen and there took and carried the said
edward into a public place the old court
house square in the town of independ-
ence in the county of jackson aforesaid
and then and there in the presence of a
large concourse of people indignantly
findand abusively treated the said edward
and the said defendants then and there
with great force and violence struck and
pulled about the said edwardEdwarfl and cast
and threw him down to and upon the
ground and then and there violently
kicked the said edward and gave and
struck him a great manybiasiny other blows
and shakes and then and there with

greateat force and violence put on the body
ONof the said edward a large quantity oft
pitch and tar and completely covered
his body therewith and then and there
rolled him in feathers so as completely
to cover his body with feathers and then
and there in that situation turn him the
said edward loose among the said large
CODeconcourseourse of people and etien and there
with great force and violence rent tear
and damage the clothes and wearing
apparel to wit one coat one hat
one waistcoat one pair of breeches
one cravat one shirt andad one pair of
stockings of the said Eedwardward of great
value to wit of the value of 50 fifty
dollars which he the said edward was
then and there greatly hurt bruised and
wounded and then and there from the
indignity and public insult offered him
was greatly insulted and suffered in his
reputation and standing in society to wit
at the county of jackson aforesaid and
other wrongs to the said edward them
and there contrary to the form of the
statute in such case made and provided
did assault the peace and dignity of the
state and to the damage of the said ed-
ward of fifty thousand dollars
and therefore he brings this suit
wood atchison wells b donaphan and

reese
attorneys fofor Plaplaintiff

this declaration was endorsed on the
back with samuel D lucas with orders
to file in the court

filed away feb 1834
SAMUEL C OWENoweT clerk

THE ANSWER

robert johnson impleaded with
others ads edward partridge trespass
Aanditd the said rob johnson comes
and defends the torceforce and injuryury when
ac and says as to the assaulting and
taking and carrying the said edward
partridgepan ridge into a public place in the town
of independence and before a large con-
course otof people indignantly and
abusively treating him the said plaintiff
and as to the shaking pulling about andana
throwing him upon the groundlandground and as to
the kicking and striking the said plaintiff
a great many violent b aws as to the
putting on the body of the said plaintiff
a large quantity otof pitch fc tar rolling in

covering his body with leatheryleathers then
turning him loose among a large con-
course of people and as to the rending
tearing and damaging the clothes of the
said plainplaintifftIft as is stated and set forth in
the declaration the said plaintiff ought
not to have or maintain his aforesaid
action thereof itagainst him because he
says that the said plaintiff just belorebefore
the said time when fec in the said dec-
larationla mentioned at the county of
jackson aforesaid with force audand arms
ac made an assault upon him the said
defendant and would then and there
have beat bruised and ill treated him
the said defendant if he had not imme-
diately defended himself against
plaintiff the said defendant
did then and there defend himself
against the said plaintiff as he lawfully
might for the cause aforesaid and in soso
doing did necessarily and unavoidably
a little pull and haul about before a
large concourse of people and thereby
then and there in self defense did indig-
nantlybantly treat the said plaintiff by shaking
kicking striking throwing him upon
the ground and did then and there for
the cause aforesaid a little rend tear
and damage the clothes of the said
plaintiff and there being then and there
upon the grogronna where the said defen-
dant was sono compelled in self defense as
aforesaid to throw down the body otof the
defendant as aforesaid a large quantity
of tar pitch and feathers by means
whereof the said plaintiff became a little
covered and besmeared with tar pitch
and tea hers as stated in the said dealadeclare
atlon mentioned pingdoing no anness


