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Written for this Paper.
TAR AND FEATHERS.

Many of your readera'will be inter.
ested to perues an exact copy of a
paper In a sult plunted in the clrcult
coutt nt Independence, Juckson coun.
ty, Missourl, in the February term,
1834, Ly Bishop Edward Partridge,
plaintiff, agaiust fity-five mohbera
who without color ot law seized and
dragged "him to the public sguare In
Independence, and after abusing him
tarred and feathered Lhim, afier which
they turned him loose.” The reasou for
this outrage was because of Bishop
Partridgets religious belief in Aposties,
Prophets aud the organization, gifts,
blessings and ordinances of the Church
of Chriat, ‘

I personally knew the plaintifl, our
esteemed and worthy Bishop Ndward
Partridge, as a true friend of the poor,
of llberty and of freedom of thought.
In revard to his character at the time
of inflictlug the crueifles mentioned
upon him, asstated in his complaint, I
will give General Wlieon’s testimony.
Bishop Partridze, besides being Larreu
and feathered, was expelled from his
home aund state, The fifty-five mob-
pers, in their anewer pow ,on file
jn the Independeuce court, each ac-
knowledged that they asgisted in the
daatardly act. Xach oue nf the Hifty-
five put in the snwe anewer. that they
did it **in self-defense.?”

General Wilson was one of the
chief mobhers who helped to drive out
of the county, and Boaily our of the
state, cne who was aeking the courts
for redress, so that be was harred from
bringing to justice his perseculers.
General Wilson aald to P. P. Pratt und
others: **We Jackson ocouaty boys
kpow bow it is, and therelors have not
the extreme hatred und prejudice
which charncterize the rest of the
troope. We know perfectly well from
the beginping that the Mormons bave
ngt been the agpressors al all, As it
began in 1883 in Jacks.u county,
Mlssoori, 8o It hae beeu ever since.
* *, * We mob you without
law; the authorlties refuse to protect
you accordlng to law. You, then, are
compelled to protect vourseives, anu
we act upen the prejudice of the pub-
lic, we jolu fortes and the whole is
legallzeu for your uaesiruction. When
we drove you from Jackson gounty we
hursed 203 of your houaee, plinuered
your govde, destroyed your prees, type
anu paper, books, office and all; tarred
and featbered old Bishop Partridge,
as exempiary an old man a8 you ¢sn
tind anywhere. S * * L.et
» pet of men 8&rve me as your Cull-
munity have been served und I’Il he
d—u i1 1 would not fight till I died.?””

General Wilson was engaged with,
as he pas already sieted, a legalizeu
mob, at Far West, on Novembur lst,
1838, anu just betore making the shove
statement, be hely & conversation with
the Propbet Jossph Bmith at the time
wheun bhe wanr condemned by the wmob
to be ehot on the public aquare at Far
West, Caldwell gounty, Mo, Joseph
askea (General Wilson what he had
dope that he should be treated with
sueh iudignity, stating Lhat he had
always besn n supporter of the Con-
stitmtion and of good governmeant,
Wileou’s reply was, "I know ft, and
that is the reason 1| waat to kill you, or
huve you kiiled.””

I 7as in Far West and saw General
Wileon and Caplain Bogart, a Meth-
odiat preacher, and bis aon.du-law, Mr.
Cock., It was a time ol genersl ex-
citement, A great many of tne rabble
were led vn by falas rumors and fanali-
ciamy, This teelfuyg uieu out with ihat
generation and a new generation now
appears. Only 8 very few remain who
took part in driviog tbe Mormons
from their lanus and homes
titiy-five years ago. Durinyg
my recent trip, L gunly found two, and
they are old men, who were then boys.
Onse of thens, a Mr. Mason, at Tuuae-
pendeuce, Missourl, said, **1 belped tu
Jdrive the Mormons sway, but I was
only in my teeuns. I Lave nutbing
against the Mormons. They never
nurmed me. I now csn seeif we hud
let the Mormons alone they-woulu
have bulltup tbe couniry as they have
dune in Utah.?* DMr, Mason ia8 now
about 70 yearsof age. I visited him
at bhis bome, and he and bis family
treated me with Rinuness.

Having had the opportunity of copy-
inyg the ameunded complaint, lu the

‘matter Arat referred to in this com-

municalion, and also the 55 apswera
now on file in the clrewit couart at
Independence, Mo., I availed myseif
of the opportunity of presenting those
copies for the perusai of our youny
folke, that they muy read of eome of
the difficulties encountered by the
rathere 10 establishing sc good o cabse
ns wWe are now epjeytog

The forezoing docuraente afforg
food for eerious refleotlons as to the
coiditlons of that time:

AMENDED DEOLARATION,

In the Cirenit coaort, Fehruary term,
eighteen hundred usnd thirty-four
(1834):

Jackron county conrt.

Edward Partridge complains of Samuel

D. Lucas, Rusrell Hicks, Lewis
Franklin, Richard Simpson, George
M. Simpson, Lendsas Aldcham,

Thomas M. Witson, James M. Hunter,
Henry Chiles, Naihaniel K, Almstead,
Zacbariah Miller, Samuel Weston, Wil-
liam L. Irwin, Sapanel D. Owens, Dan
Ovarton, John Harris, Harmon éragg,
James H. Flourna. Morris G. Wilzon,
Robert Jobhnron, James Campbell, Josl
T. Child, Richard Fustin, Abhram T,
Staples, William Cannon, John Smith,
John Davis, Joseph C. Davis, Thomas
Pitcher, Guss Johnzon, James Reynolds,
James Cockrel, Jonathan Sheppard, John
W. Dame, Revd. Tarton Eldredge, David

A. Siaton. Jobn Carnot,Jonn Cook,Dantel I

King, Edwin If. Hicks, Willinm Martin,
Richard W. Clemins, James P. Hick-
man, William Brown, Samue! Johnson,
William Pugh, Jobn Lewis, James H.
McGeos, Ruland Flounroy, John M.
Walker and Benjamin Major, of a plea of
trespass. Ier thal the raid defendants
heretcfore named, on the twenty-fifth
day of July,eighteon bundred and thirty-
three (1833), with force and arms
at the county of Jackson aforeaaid,
assaulted the said Edward Partridge and
then and there took and carried the said
Edward into a public place {1he 01d court
bouse equare) in the town of Independ-
ence, in the county of Jackson aforesaid,
and then and there in lhe presence oi 8
large concourse of people Indignantly
and abusively treated the said Itdward,
and (he said defendants then and there,
wlth great foree and violence struck and

pulled about 1be sald Edward, and cast

and threw hiim down to and upon the
ground, and then and there violently
kicked the said Edward, and gave and
struck him a great many other blows
und shakes; and then and there with

great force and violence put on the body
of the said Edward a large quantity of
pitch and tar, and completeiy covered'
hia Lodwv therewith, und then and there
rolied him in feathers so as completely
to cover hia body wilh feathers, and then
and there in that sitnation turn bim the
gaid Edward loose among the said large
congourse of people; and then and there,
with gteat force und violence, tent, tent

and demage the clothes and weariog
apparel, to-wit: One ooat, one hat,
one waisicoat, one pair of breeches,

‘one gravat, one 8hirt and one pair of
stockings ot the said Edward, of great
value, to wit, of the value of (350) fifty
dollars, which he the said Edward waa
then and there greatly hurt, bruised and.
wounded, and then and there, trom the:
indignity and public insuit offered bhim,
was greatly insulted and suffered in his-
reputatien and standing in soclety to wit
al the county of Jackson aforesaid, and:
other wrongs to the said Edward, then
and there, contrary to the form of the
statute In euch ¢case made and provided,
did assault the peace and dignity of the
state, and to the damage of the said Ed-
ward, of fifty thourand dollars (§50,000),
and therefore he brings this suit.
Wood, Atlchison, Wells, Donaphan and
Reese,
Alttorneys for Plaintiff,

This Declaration was endorsed on the
back with Samuel D. Lucas, with orders-
to file in the counrt. )
~ Filed away Feh. 15th, 1834,

SAaMUEL C. OWEN, Clerk..

THE ANSWER.

Robert Johnson, mmpleaded withs
olbers, ads. Edwurd Partridge. Treapaas..
And the said Robr. Johnson comes.
and defends Lhe 1orce and Injury, whon
&c,, and says: as to.the assaulting and'
taking and carryiong the said Edward
Par:ridpge into a public place, in the town
of Independence, and before a Iarge con-
conr:e cof ‘people, indignantly and
abusively treating bim the said plaintiff,.
| aud as to the shaking, pulling about and
throwing him upoo the ground,and as to
tha kicking and striking the said plaintiff
a great many violent b ows, & a8 to the
putting on the body of the sajd plaintiff
a large quantity o1 pitch & tar, rolling in
& covering his hody with jeathers, theu
turning him loose among a large con-
course of people, and as 10 the rending,
tearing, and Jamaging the clothes of the
said plaiotifl, as is stated and set forth in
the declaration, the said plainiif ought
not (0 havo or mainiain his aforesaid
action thercof hgainst him, because he-
sayg: that the said plaintiff just helore:
Lthe said time, when &c, in the said dec-
i laratipn meutioned, at the county of
Jackson aforesaid, with force and arms
&c. made ap assawnlt upon him the said
detendant, and would then and ihere
have beat, bruised, and iil treated him
the said defendant, if he had not imme-
diatery defended himself against the said
plaintitf, wheretore, he the said defendant
did then and there defend himsself
againat Lthe said plaintiff, as be lawinlly
might, for the canse atorosaid, and in so
doing did necessarily and unavoidably,
a little, pull and baul abput before a
large concourse of people, and thereby,
then and there in self defense, did indig-
namly treatthe said plaintiff,by shaking,
kicking, striking, throwing himn upon
the gronnd and did then and there for
the canse =aforesaid, a litile, rend, tear
and damage the clothes of the said
lplainuﬁ‘, and there being then and there

npon the groind, where the said defen-
dant was so compelled, in reif defense as
nforesaid, 10 throw down the body o1 the
defendant as aforesald, o large quantity
of tar, pitch and feathers, by means
whereof, tho said plaintiff hecame g littie
covered and besmeared wilh tar, pitch
and tea hers, as stated in the said declar-
ation mentioned, doing no unneceseaty




