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gentlemen Ztnin your issue of
saturdayy may sith under thetho
heading off presbyterian boRO
solvessolbolvesI nindfind ane tulfUlfollowingdwing

that this asbenassenassemblyably
hereby records its grateful ac-
knowledgmentknow to god that the legal
status of this affront to our christchristi
an civilization and the menace to
our social order has been finally
determined and so determined as
to declare thelamathe lawalaws and policy of
our country in respect to this crime
ttoto bobe in accord with the conscien-
tious convictions of all patriotic

tandannd christian mon
atterafter reading this singular reso-

lution andand the other associated
therewith abiereportedasTeported to be passed
unanimously by the conclave of
reverend seniors or presbytery of
the presbyterian denomination at
saratoga I1 was led to ask myself

whore aro we drifting do irosirros
ministers believe in the

ilki1131isibleblebie or laIs it to them a healedsealed
lbook or like the constitution otof
thethe united states among modemmodern
politicians laIs it twisted warped

andkand mutilated to suit modernmodem
Illidedeasaa

if it is not heterodox to look to
hethe bible as our guide in religious

matters ietlet us open that sacred
laboobookk and see what it says on this
subject jesus eaideald if ye were
abrahams children ye would do
the works of abraham butbat now
yo kill mevae a man that hath
holdhoidtoldlold you the truth which I1 have
heard of godtgod this did not abrabra-

ham
al

john vilfvill 39 40
without referring edtheto the simi-

laritylarity otof which
ed the ancient phariseesPharisees and which
evidently actuates these modem
aeve rends let us inquire what
were the works of abraham

the bible sayssaya nownowvow saraisaral
abramsab rams wife bare him no child
treniren andanci halhadhad an handmaid an

whose name was
hagar and saraisaral abrams
uffewife tow hagar her maid the
egyptian after abram had dwelt
denten years piajia the land of canaan
and ggavea herhen to her husbandi abrain
tto be his wife andalid he went in
cuntiunto wagarkagar midarid she cobbconceivedelved 11

genaenaen xvi lifj 0 1y4
we proceed blittle furtherfarther in the

hilBilastostonystory ofAbraham and we find it
written then again abraham
locytookk a wife and her name wagwas ket-
urah and she bare hin-a
and SocksjooJockahanhanban and and
midian and and shrah 21

gen xiv 1Is fiA it lato also written
unto the sons of the concubines

which abraham had abraham
gavagave gifts gen xiv 6

from the above it would seem
thattuat abraham was a polygamist
and that in one case at least saral
the first wife of abram gave her
maid hagar to her husband
abram to be his wife gen xvi 3
yewe are naturally led to inquire

diddia abram sin in this act of taking
another wife thiathe history of abra-
hamb am as given in the bible estab-
lishes facts quite the rereverseverdeverae we
find that when SaraiSarail drove hagar

lord specially interposed
in behalf of the lattenfatter and sent his
angel to look after her and the
angel of theshe lordlond found her byabysby a
fountain of water in the wilder-
ness and he said hagar
maidmald whence camestearnest thou and
whither wilt thou go and aheshe
eaideald I1 flee from the face of my mis-
tress baralsaral and the angel efof the
lord said unto her return to thy
mistress and submit thyself under
her hands and the angel of the
lord said unto her I1 will multiply
thy seed exceedingly that it shall
not be numbered for multitude
and she called the name of the
lord that unto her thougod seest me gen xvi 7 8 9
1013

here we find a polygamous wife
fleeing from the face of her mistress
haraisarai who was also the wife of the
same husband weary and lonely
an outcast and a fugitive hardly
used indeed of her mistress but
not despised nor forsaken of her
god although she had acted
foolishfoolishlyly through vanity and pride
in boasting over her mistress and
had thus incurred her wrath yet
god was not unmindful of hagbaghagardr
but he signally interposed in her
behalf she was told to return to
her nalraimistressstress and render proper susubb
mission to herherbothboth as parts of ththe0
same polygamous family andd
housboushouseholdehodchodd hazarhasar waswaa furtherfartherfurthermoremoro

told that the lordtord would multiply
her seed exceedingly in fact makemaze
it innumerable sheeno vaswaa comforted
and especially blessed of the lord

and she called the name of the
lord that unto her thou
god beestseest ma 11 did the lord or
the angangelelotelofof the Lordkord indeed see
her and speak unto her and com-
fort her the bible says bucheuch was
the fact how different the acts of
the lord in this in
stance towards the wife of thothe pa

Abraham to the action of the
reverereverendiidtid presbyterian seniors who
passed such a vindictive judgment
in regard to the acts or works simi-
lar to thesethose of abraham and his
wives it may be seriously asked
dado those reverend gentlemen real-
ly believe in the holy scriptures
do they indeed believe inla
god that abram and hagar wor
shipped it iahi at least very evident
that the lord has not sent his an-
gel to those reverend seniors as he
did to the lo wife hagar
and that however sound they may
may be aindnind orthodox on the pres-
byterianbyterian creed thay are evidently
not en rapport wfwathth tuotho lord

but how was itibb with abram
when abram was ninety years

old and nine the lord appeared to
abram and baldeald unto him I1 am
the almighty god walk before me
and be thou perfect and I1 will
make my covenant between me
and thee and will multiply thee
exceedingly gen 1 2 the

of the covenant alluded to
waswaa circumcision seejlee verse 11

did abraham reject his son ish-
mael the offspring of polygamy
no rereadwe read in the self same
day wabwaa abraham circumcised and
ishmael hisbig son seebee verse 1ag0
and abraham said unto god 0

that ishmael might live before
thee seebee verse 18 and god
saideald I1 As for ishmaelol I1 have heard
thee behold 21 have blessed him 31

see verse 2020 blessed whom this
lo son and will make

nimhim truitfruitfruitfultulfal and will multiply him
exceedingly twelve princes shall
he beget and make him a
great nation heoseo same veraeverbe

the above are the acts of abra-
ham with whom the lord con-
versed with whom he entered into
a special covenant and to whom he
gave a special promise as hibhis repre-
sentativesentative on the earth that in him
and in his seed should all the na
tiona of the earth bobe blessed
why 69because thou hastbast obeyed
my voice 11 gen 18 thus
it16 will bobe beenseen that this abra-
ham the lat waswaa a man
who held communication with
god and who is emphatically
called the father of the faithraith fulprals 1

the 91friend of god A man who
has been looked up to aaas an ex-
ample worthy of imitation among
the jews the mohammedan the
indian and the christian nations
down to the present time A man
who waswaa eulogized by the prophets
and apostlesapoatlea and referred to by the
ancient seers as an example of
everything that was great and
good noble and exalting among
men A man of whom jesus saidbald
to the degenerate jews in his dayldaysday
if yeyo were abrahams child

would do the works of abraham
jesus moreover said of the poor
man that he also died and was
taken up into abrahams bosom
a place which these reverend pres-
byterianby terlanterian gentlemen would all like
to enjoy and which they no doubt
devoutly desire and pray for yet
if it is among thetho for these
reverend gentgentlemenlemn ever to enjoy
the exalted position of the poor
man how would their pure moral
virtuous sensibilities be shocked to
wake up and find they were in the
bosom ofofaa polygamist then the
books might be opened and the re-
cord of these pious presbyterian
ministers be ordered read as fol-
lows

by a recent decision of
the supreme court of the united
states the sin of polygamy has
been declared to be a criminal of-
fense

I1

against the constitution and
laws of our country and under it
prosecution and conviction have
followed

bigdissolvedKsBissolved that thiathis assembly
hereby records its grateful ac
knowle gement to god that the
legal status of this affront to our
christian civilization and the
menace to our social order has been
finally determined and so deter-
mined as to declare the laws and
policy of our country in respect to
this crime totd be in accord with the
conscientious convictions of ailall
patriotic and christian men

If that this asseassemblyb
earnestly invokes the continuecontinued
and efforts at ailflu

tivelive officials for the
and execution of this law
hereby soeo appeals to
christian men and women to
their united influence in support
the public sentiment now formu

into legal enactment which
has exposed the pretense of this
monstrous practice to be a religious
observance and which justly holds
it to bobe thetho championshipp with
other vices which are contemplated
with the abborenco of mankind

these resolutions were ordered
to be sent to the general assemblies
at louisville and memphis re-
questing action by them and also
to thetho president as an official ex-
pressionpresalon from this body this was
adopted unanimously w

after these precious presbyterian
resolutions unanimously adopted
had been read in the presearese nee and
hearing of father abraham what
would bobe the sensations of their
reverend authors and adopters
would not those super virtuous
ministers find themselves in a
similarly embarrassing predicament
to that of the man who went to the
wedding of the kinakingaa son but
went without having on a wed-
ding garment would they not
bb like him speechless and
what would datherdathenllmer abraham be
likely to think of their unanimous-
ly adopted resolutions would he
not justly regard them as equiv-
alent to a unanimous vote of cenceni

1

sure himself and
works while upon earth would
he not bobe likely to bayeay of them
the king baldsaid to his servants of
the wedding garmentless maninan
bind him handband and foot andana

take him away and cast chimintohim into
outer darkdaiknebanesa there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth

now let us make a little closer
contrast between the bible record
as to abraham works and the re
cord odtheof the works of these pious
presbyterian ministersrs in solemn
conclave assembled there Isisa
abundant material and material of
a very pungent character I1 will in

blittle of saidbaid
to his diseldisciposples he that th
you receiverecelvethth metme and he that re

me th him that
sent me heife that recelvethth a pro-
phet in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophets reward and he
that a righteous manroan in
the name of a righteous man shall
receive a righteous mans reward
and whoever shall give to drink
unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only in the amenamen of
a disciple verily I1 eay unto you
he shall in nonowisewise lose his reward
matt x 40 41 42 Jesusjesua furtherfarther
blamed the phariseesPharisees for not doing
the works efof abraham nor can
we find a solitary paspassagesarresacre wherein
abraham polygamist though he
was beyond a doubt was condemn-
ed of jesue but he said your
father abraham rejoiced to see mmyyday and he saw it and was glad
seebee verse 56 what the polygamist
abraham seesec down the vista of
timethelay of
the founder of the true christian
religion and rejoice over it and be
glad yes so jesus himself said
and said it with evident satisfac-
tion to the credit of abraham and
equally as complimentary to him
as reproachfully to the
ous but unbelieving phariseesPhariseeseeb the
apostle paul also said if ye be
christs then are ye abrahams
seed and heirs according to the
promise gal iiiill 29 now I1 may
sayI1 without doing violencalenea to
scripturesc or to principle as abra-
ham was the 94 father of the faith

thefriend of god 12 blessed
of god in everything and endorsed
by jesusjebus and his apostles that he
who th those who do thathe
works of abraham recelnecelvethth abra-
ham and hohe who recelnecel vothvathlh abra-
ham recelvethth the god of abra-
ham I1 may further say that he
who a faithful
mists believing the same gospel and
accepting the same principles as
abraham did th the faith-
ful polygamistpolygamist abraham and shall
receive a faithful istai8VA re
ward that is if he dolth it know-
ingly orinorin Scripheripscriptureturo phrase in thatag
name of a faithful polygamist
on the other hand and with equal
propriety I may say that he who
rejecteth a faithful polygamist be-
liever rejecteth the faithful polyga-
mist aalam4 braham and he who re

abraham rejecteth the god
of abraham for god covenanted
with abraham that in him and in
his seed should all the kindred of
the earth be blebieblessedsaed and conse-
quentlyquent ly as is well known jesus
the redeemer of the world was of
the seed ofbf abraham thisThi is ac-
cording to the biblebibie record howow
doesada it tally 1 Iwith ilipihe leeoiaaccord of

thetheethesee presbyteriansrians in the saratoga
conclave impliedly and virtuailyaljy
they in rejecting the polygamous

mormonscormonsMormons reject the polygamist
abraham and hishla seed
of which seed the saviorhavior cameicame for

hohe took on him the seed of abra-
ham and therefore they reject
salvation in the kingdom of god
for it can be obtained only through
the seed of the polygamist abrabra-
ham these seifself righteous presbyK

teriann thus voluntarily thrust
away from them the special bless-
ingsingsonof god by rejecting abraham
and his and through whom
those blessings were promised and
aregre bestowed angwilland will continue to
be bestowed even as paul declared
that the blessing of abraham came

on the gentilesGentliesliea through jesus
christ what the blessing of a
polygamist come on those presby

through jesus christ yesayes
if they have it at all and itif they
reject it they reject abraham and
jesus and god the god of abra-
ham

according to thetho scriptures god
never condemned abraham for
marrying hagar never upbraidedupbraided
him for it never gave the remotest
hint that hohe did wrong therein
but those gentlemen consider the
marriage of abraham and hagar a
sin and proclaim similar acts a
criminal onceollolibencetence an affront to our
christian civilization a menace
to our social order a mon-
strous

mon
practice holding 11 the

championship with other vices
which are contemplated with theI1 abhorrence of mankind how rero

where did those pros-
by

pres-
byterianby terianterlan ministers obtain their
religious doctrines their conjugal
audand social ithica and their criminal
code certainly not from the
biblebibie not from jesus not fifromopi
abrabrahamam notnotnob from tietletuotao god of
abraham not from loytoy friend of
the god of abraham it must have
been therefore cyphadpn aaan opposite
source

sarai gave hagar to be
his wifew pidold the condemn
saraisaral for thialthisthib 0 la thirteen
years after eagars bonaon ishmael
which bheahe bare to abram was born
the lord promised that aeshebhe should
have a son in twelve months
though she had never borne a child
before when abraham heard thisthia
promise stidand thought thatchathat he wuawas
close upon a hundred years pid and
sarah waswaa ninety years old he fell
upon his face and laughed rolled
on the ground with laughter very
likely sarah also when she heardbeard
of this promise laughed at the idea
so elated was shebhe at the very
thought of such a thing but in
due time the promise was fulfilled

I1 and isaac was born and said the
lord 1I will establish my coven-
ant with him for an everlasting
covenant and with his seed after
him the lord promise a soneon to
a woman who hadbad made her hus-
band a polygamist yes thelord promised to make an
ing covenant with that sonsod and his
seed yesses would those presby-
terian ministers llavehave done any
such thing

did the lord condemn hagar for
becoming the winewife of
abraham not in tiiethe least so far
as the bible record shows when
in the excess of her feminine varigvani-
ty

1

she saraisaral because of
the latlatteratens sterilityV haralsaral was
naturally angry biehwith hagar asidarid
retaliated so that hagar ran
away from saralsarai but the
lord sent an angel to hagathagar
what for to condemn her to
punish her to destroy hei 0 no
but to comfort her to counsel her
to return and submit herself to
sarasarai resuming herhen relareia
eions the angel of the lord coun-
sel a woman to return to her

family and submit herself to
thete polygamio household yes
and apparently as hnan inducement
to her to return the angel told her
she should bear a son and further
said galtt will multiply thy seed ex-
ceedinglycee that it shall not be num-
bered for multitude thus the
lord instead of punishing break-
ing up and destroying the

familyyarally of abram was actu-
ally the conservator of that family
advising hagar with soulboul cheering
promises to turn andtind resume her
relations therewith would that
saratoga presbyterian conclave
havhave doneodone any buchsuch thing what
a pity that those pious Presby teriterl
ans were not at hand at that time
to remonstrate with the angel of
the lord urdundandird tolltell liimalmlimilm what a

fila what a crime what a
monstrous practice abram and

saralsarai and hagar had been guilty of
and what an affront to our chris-
tian civilisationcivilizationaaion whatwhat a menace
to ourcar order the polygamous

relations of those 1

would become s and e

the saratoga presbytery fenifebi ae

of A D 1879 would be ftBC irl 1

by such family hixLIX

was it the angelaugel of t 6 borzor

thought of that what k
01

inconsideration what a
lousloua oversight how di G
things would have beenbeerbeensonbeendond
saratoga presbyterian cocones
18791679 had been in tsittingngia tteitethote
days a

did the lord bless ish V

child of hagar by this pd c
marriage certainly hetthehel
cording to promise bableda
even before abraham hs
asked specially for him tato
ed ismael was a child
for the lord promised befibein
was born that hohe should intsjuts
exceedingly and after malois
promise was renewed to
his mother and to abra
father cTtwelve princes
ishmael beget and hhea ehbhat

comecorn e a greatt nationna tion Asaa
growgrew hebe like his mothermotheri11

in unseemly conduct towlowtowai
portions of the
hold and family diffly
caird which grieved f
which resulted in hagelhaget
son under instruction of ted
being sent away ba
with her and he sentcent hisbis in
comfort her in her sorrosorrowlankivwim
her to fear not for the isifid
69 become a nation

was wita the ladjad 1 sa
scripture and hohe grogreTV d

in the wilwllwildernessderne 1 gania
SO00 many years after a
father abrahamAbrahama ddeatheateal I1isaakM

ol01 hlahia Pol01 a
manifested their flfiliallalial andriand a

feelings by jointly I1 U

almaim in thotha cavocave of ramadia it

gen xiv 9 it may beisig
thefordthe lordbord actually klesal
and watch over bayatalaxaxa and Jiqhim and his mother inln ajyes watch over and bobiyblau
amous wife and
son begat and born in
marriage
say the revbev
in solemn conclave assassema
this year of grace 1879 amro
havebare done things very dlfdiffereM
we would have lefther tohatobatolenmettet
ed fate in the wIlwllderries8 U ai
and her sonaon as the illegit
spring offlaaha einiLiniatlaAtia dun
haveaavo called on allbill CA I1

the government tor0cute add proscribe them
have burnt the
deedeeplyI1V inintoto ththee CuI1aty W-P bimoiam
ther mother auand child
likely loutbut the god
a difterentdifferent being entirely toti
em PresbyterfanJan clergynellmEliMEI1 I1

1
i

has essentially ditel an 1

morality and imacy and illegitimacy aadsad I1
many other important tel 9
necked with the
and eternal exaltation 10zilwilti a

MINEman race
fa aiwaswaawas the child of imsilssaS

wife of abraham whohe ietletleiale15

consummate his poleg72gewerp I1

ariage with hagar didditI1M 1
I

isaac verily so he WM i

of promise par excellentexcellenwduk

ed to abraham and banubann
years or so after ththesthetrfmarriage with hagar omdCRO
isaac ildill1I will establish my 1I
antnt witiawitlaitu hlinhinj for aann eviaerga

piebesiebecovenant and with hhis
him gen biffviffW
child of thiathis woman whopwho
her husband to take a olih

wife yes and afafterterten the pol

ous wife was taken too wd

saratoga presbytery atoba
that noN 0 they would haveMV
sarah a shameless corrupt ta
pandering to the vile
husband and would not ha
forward to favorably regard E

unless he lladhad been forward
his fathersdfl faillfamilyy borgsorgus
which isaac never did EO I1to

record goes and there is llonoi
reason to suppose thaithat
butbufu every reason to susupeupP

contrary god wasvasWELs withhlI1
communed with him 6adfand

him abundantly eurPur thero
lord emphatically callscalis h
god of abraham and notnownoypa0god of abraham but idaisoalso8 0

of isaac gen I1

dently this cannot betbei e

the presbyteriansrians m
As regards abraham aww

can be said of him hethei1
pha callyaily the friend antland
of 43godadl the father of thel
whom the lord chosechobe A 0

seed to become thethothenthonn
chauchahchannelnelnei or 85ato
and by which all thethefad
earth bebd biessblessblesseded
hlhisS I1 I1neag0 came ththetho0 chchor0Eallail


