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IT IS UN

oxON WEDNESDAY evening feb
13 a meeting of the liberals was
held at ogden for the purpose
jubilating over the result of the
election which took place in that
city on the previous monday judge
0 W powers was one of the speak-
ers on that occasion the standard
published what purported to be a
synopsis of his remarks

in the course of his speech be
was credited by that paper with
making the following allusion to auan
address delivered at a fourth of
july celebration at ogden by apos-
tle moses thatcher we give the
statement as it appeared in the col-
umns of the paper named

on the day years ago when I1
had the privilege of speaking to
the ogden people upon the gran-
deur and glory of our situation in
this very place a man named as
one of the twelve apostles of the
church mosesmoms thatcher yes
moses FhthatcheratZer a man whose name
should only be whispered by ameri-
can citizens stepped to this platform
and declared that the declaration
independence was false and he re-
pudiatedted it now I1 stand in an
american city notwithstanding the
traitorous language he hurled into
the toothteeth of american citizens on
that day

the speech of apostle thatcher
publishedwas in this journal shortly
after its delivery and we give here-
with the only part of it to which the
observations of judge powers could
possibly relate

tourour revolutionary sires dig
deeply and laid solidly the founda-
tion

n a
of the greatest governgovernmentent on

earth making religious tolerationto on
the chief corner stone but some
their sons are fast drifting from the
old moorings while expedients and
popularU 0clamormor override constitu-
tional10 principles these few in
utah are able to accurately calculate
how long they may be able to main-
tain even a remnant of those sacred
rights of conscience and freedom
action for which our ffathersathers sacri-
ficed property and blood and to
maintain which they pledged all
they had

how can our bosoms swell with
patriotic enthusiasm under that sys-
tem of pervertedreverted republican rule
that diapersdiffers in no senstsense save in

name from the colonial bondagebonda
under which the british tyranttyrant made
ourour ancestors suffer

in what respect is the administra-
tion of political affairs in utah a
rule by and with the consent of the
governed having no voice in the
election of the president who
appoints nor in the senate that con-
firms those sent to rule over and
jjudgeud us wherein then consists to
us tther sweets of democracy

popular opinion is a tyrant and
coercion is his twin brother we
may kiss the hand of each while
praying for those who despitefully
use us but how shall we forget
while doing so that american
liberty is thus made to us but a farce

in the midst of oppression
patiently borne it has been hohopeda
that president cleveland havinghaving
been elected on the pledge of a re-
turn to jeffersonian doctrines might
afford citizens of utah some relief
and that a democratic administra-
tion would reaffirm the principles
enunciated in the declaration of in-
dependence under the inspiration
of which the nation carved its way
to glory and led to the adoption of
the greatest charter of human liber-
ty this world has ever known it
has been hoped I1 say that a demo-
cratic administration would again
announce that citizens of this na-
tion and all others within its juris-
dictiondle tion shall be governed by princi-
ple and not preprejudiceudice and judged
with equity and justiceestice if presi-
dent cleveland and those sent to
rule and judge us have the
moral courage to announce these
principles saying to the waves of
popular clamor and religious preju-
dice thus forfar but no further can
yebecomecolw auall men being equal before
the law our children for genera-
tions to come will make garlands
with which to decorate their tombstomba
and keep their mmemoryemory freshfresh and
green in their hearts but if they
choose not to do these things we
will still trust in our god while kiss-
ing the chasteningcha rod until the
sons of utah faithful true and loyal
shall stand on the backbone of this
american continent and beneath
the stars and stripes save and main-
tain inviolate for all the divinely in-
spired constitution of this glorious
land

not wishing to do mr powers the
slightest injustice we sent a re-
porter of the NEWS to him recently
to ask him whether or not the utter-
ances contained in the standard
repriserepresentedanted him correctly the fol-
lowing is what was said at the in-
terviewterview

judge I1 see by the published re-
port orof your speech at ogden that
you are credited with having salsaid
that apostle moses thatcher had

declared that the declaration of
independence was false and that
he repudiated it what have you
to say in regard to that assertion

I1 did not use the ianlanguageguage attri-
buted to me I1 have a distinct rec

of what I1 did say gen
kimball had referred to mr
thatchers speech I1 said I1 kemem

bared ththee historic event it
was 8a fourth of july cele-
bration I1 had spoken and
had avoided any reference to
politics or religion on that occa-
sion one of the twelve apostles of
the church at this point some one
in the crowd shouted moses thatch-
er I1 said yes 1I then said that
this apostle had declared that the
Declaradeclaration of independence was a8
failure and I1 repudiated that idea
I1 did not think it a failure

in what way did you understand
mr thatcherThatchertoto saygay it was a failure

why in this that the principles
therein laid down had not been car-
ried out that they had been depart-
ed from by the government

in what manner did he intimate
that they were departed from

in regard to the mormon peo-
ple and their rights under the gov-
ernment thameernment the failure was that the
principles of the declaration were
not carried out so that your people
received the rights they were en-
titled to under them and I1 do not
think brother thatcher would differ
with me in my interpretation of his
remarks I1 only differ with him in
my belief that they have been car-
ried out

then you say the report that was
published did not fairly state your
position

it certainly did not for that has
never been my popositioneRion what I1
have said to you is the full substance
and almost the exact language of
what I1 stated in ogden it is the
view I1 take of it thatatthethe declara-
tion of independence has not bowbeen
made a failure by a departure from
its principles in the treatment of the

mormonscormonsMormons I1 know you take the
opposite view but that is mine I1
gave you mr thatchers as I1 have
said it was very noisy at the meet-
ing and the reporter may not have
understoodu what I1 did say but of
that I1 know nothing I1 know I1 did
not say he either renounced or rore-
pudiatedted the declarationbut that hebe
declared it a failure as iI1 have sug-
gested

it will be 0observedabse arved that the ex-

planation made by judge powers

places the matter in a somewhat
different light but it is not rnyany
more favorable as we look at it for
him than if it had stood as origin-
ally judge powers had in his
mind a correct understanding of

apostle thatchersThatcher8 meaning and hebe
was quite explicit in his delineation
of it to the reporter it is more upeorunfor-
tunatetunanc however for him thauthan for the
gentleman upon whom he cast such

an unjust reflection that he did not
make his understanding clear to the
audience to whom he spoke in og-
den it was evident that he with-
held this explanation purposely and
was thus guilty of an act which in-
dicates that he is a political dema-
gogue

an analysis of the affair shows
beyond question that the impressImpresSIO ioa0 I1

judge powers wished to colconveyVOY


