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IT IS “UN-AMERICAN!"*

ON WEDNESDAY evuening Feb.
13 a meeting of the Liberals wos
held at Ogden for the purpuse of
jubilating over the result of the
electior. which took place in that
eity on the previous Monday. Judge
0. W. Powers was one of the speak-
vre on thiat occasion. The Standard
published * what purported to be a
synopsis of his remarks.

In the course of his specth he
was credited by ‘that paper with_
making the fellowing allusion to an
address delivered at a Fourth of
July celebration at Ogden, by Apus-
tle Moses Thatcher. We give the
statement na it appeared in the col-
umns of the paper named:

“0On the day, years ago, when I
had the privilege of speaking to
the Ogden People upon the gran-
deur anl glory of our situation, in

thie verl\: tlace, & man named as
one of the Twelve Apostles of the
Church, [Moses Thateher] yes,

Moses 'I"lmt.cher, a man whose name
should only be whispered by Ameri-
can citizuns, step to this platform
and declared that the Declaration of
Independence was false, and he re-
pudinted it. Now I stand in nn
Amerlcan city, notwithstanding the
traitorous language he hurled into
the teeth of American citizens on
that day.’?

The speech of Apostle Thatcher
wagpublished in this journal shortly
after its delivery, nnd we give here-
with the only part of it to which the
observations of Judgs Powers could
possibly relate:

© - 1.5 Ijudge us, where!n, then, consists to

name—(rom the colenial bondage
under which the British tyrant inade
our ancestors suffer ?

In what respeet is the administra-
tion of political afliirs in Utah a
rule by and with the consent of the
poverned? Having no voice in the
election of the President who
uppoints, nor in the S8enate that con-
firms those sent to rule over and

'us the sweets of Demoeracy ?

Popular oginion is a tyrant and
coercion is his twin brother. We
may kiss the hand of cach, while
praying for those who despitefully
use us; but how shall we forget,
while doing so, that * American
liberty is thus made to usbut a farce?
R, ¥* 9 * *

In the wmidst of ovppression
patiently borne, it has been ho d
that President Cleveland, having
been elected on the pledpe of a re-
turn to Jeflersoninn doctrines might
afford citizens of Utah some relief
and that a Demoeratic administra-
tion would reaffirm the prineciples
enunciated in the Decluration of 1n-
dependence, under the inspiration
of which the nation earved its way
to glory and led to the adoption of
the greatest eharter of human Iiber-
ty this world hae ever known. It
has been hoped, I eay, that n Demo-
cratic administration would again
announce that citizens of this na-
tion, nnd all others within its juris-
dletion, shall be governed by princi-
ple and not prejudiee, nndyﬁldged
with equity and justice. T1I Presi-
dent Cleveland and those sent to
rule and judge us. have the
moral cournge to announce these
principles, saying to the waves of
popular clamor and religious preju-
diee, ‘thus far, but no further can
yecome’—all men being egual befure
the law—our children for genera-
tions to come will make gariands
with which to Jecorate their tombs,
and keep their memory fresh and
green io their bearts. But if they
chouse not to do these things, we
will still trust in our God while kiss-
ing the chastening rod, until the
sons of Utah, fnithful, true and loyal,
shall stand on the backbonu of this
American Continent, and beneath
the stars and stripes, save and main-
tain inviolate for all,the divinely in-
spired Constitution of this glorious
land!*?

Not wishing to do Mr. Powersthe
alightest Injustice, we sent a ro-

“Our revolutionary sires digged |
deeply and Inid solidly the founda- |
tion of the greatest Government on |
varth, making religious toleration !
the ehief corner stone. But some of |
their sons arv fast drifting from the
old moorings, while expedients and
popular clamor override constitu-
tional principles. These few in
Utah are able to accurately calculate
how long they may be able to main-
tain even a remnant of those sacred
rights of conscience and frecdom of
action for which our fathers saeri-
ficed property and blood, and to
maintain which they pledged all
they had.

ow can our bosoms swell with
triotic enthusinsm, under that sys-

m of perverted Republican rule,
that differs in no sense—save in

porter of the NEwsto him recently
to ask him whether or not the utter-
ances contuined in the Standard!
represented him corrvetly. The fol-
lowing is what was said at the in-
terview:

JudFe, I see by the published re-
port of your specch at Ogden, that
you are credited with baving said
that Apostle Moses Thatcher had
suclared that the Declaration of
Independence was false, and that
he repudiated it.>* What have you
to say in regard to that assertion?

I did not use the language attri- |
buteil to me. I have a distinet rec- |
ollection of what I did say. Gen.
Kimball had referred to Mr. |
Thateher’s speech. I said I remem-
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bered the historic event. It

was a Fourth of July eele-
bration. . I had spoken, and
had avoided any reference 1o

politics or religivn. On that occa-
sion one of the Twelve Apostles of
the Church-—at this point some one

[ in the ¢rowd shouted ¢“Moses Thateh-

er!” I gnid ““Yes?»—I then said that
this A postle had declared that the
Declaration of Independence was n
fnllure, and [ repudiated that idea.
1 did not think it n failure.

1n what way did you understand
Mr. Thatcher to eay it was a failure?

Why, inthis—That the principles
therein laid down had not been car-
ried out; that they had been depart-
ed from by the government.

In whnt manner did he intimate
that they were departed from?

In regard to the “Mormon?’ peo:
ple and their rights under the gov-
crnment. The failure was that the
principlus of the Declaration were
not earried out so that your people
received the righte they were en-
titled to under them, and J do not
think Brother Thatcher would dlffer
with me in my Interpretation of his
remarks. [ only differ with him in
my belef that they bhave been ear
ried out.

Then you say the report that was .
published did not fairly state your
position?

It certajnly did not; for that has
never been my position. What I
have said to you i8 the full substance
and almost the exact language of
what T stated in Ogden. It is the
view I take of it—that the Declara-
tion of 1ndependence has not lweD
made o failure by a departure from
its principles in the treatment of the
tMormone.” 1 know you take the
opposite view, but that is mine.
gnve you Mr. Thatcher’s as 1 have
said. It was very noisy at the meet-
ing, and the reporter may not have
understood what 1 did ray, but of
that t know nothing. I know I did
not say lie either renounced or Fe-

pudiated the Declaration,but that he
declared it n failure, as I have sug-
gested.

It will be oblserved that the ex-
planation made by Judge Powers
places the matter in a somewhat
difterent light; but it is not any
more favorable, as wo Jook at it, for
him than If it had stood aaorigin-
ally. Judge Powers had in bis
mind a correct understanding of
A postle Thatcher’s meaning,and he
was quite explicit in his delineation
of it to the reporter. Itis more unfor-
tunate, owever, for him than for the
gentleman upon whom he cast such
an unjust reflection that he did not
make his understanding clear to the
nudience to whorn he spoke In Ug-
den. It was evideat that he with-
held this explanation purposely, and
was thus guilty of an nct which in-
dicates that he is a political dema-
gogue.

An analysis of the affair shows
beyond question that thy impression
Judge Powers wished to convey




