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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A WORTHY ACTION.

LL gives pleasurs to record snother of
those instances of generoeily whigh
anenifest the hroad pbilanthropy and
public spirit of rome men who have

property at thefr disposal, Elder
Edword Btevenson of BSall Lake
€Llty felt thal he desired to glve
= valuable plece of real estate

to eome wortby lostitution, and the
L.atter-day Haivte’ College wns sug-
geated lo blm we a proper benefiolary.
He acted on this prompting, and pre-
Ppared An snbeolute deed, travsferring
ithe property lo the oollege, withont
plaoctng any reetriotion on {18 use, or
oobditiou on its tracafer. The gift
<nmprires elghty by one hundred feet
omn the eouthwest corner of Fjret Boutb
mnd Flret Wesl gireete. The vatue of
the property, in the present deprecia-
ted condition of Lhe real estate
unarkel, I8 sbout §8,000. Thie aot of
Elder élevenson ie harmobnioue with s
long life spent In the publio minlstry,
and crmprising many nete of self-sacri-
fice and benevolence, May Borlher
Btleveneon live long enough in his
trapgoll old age to ree some of the
beneficin] reeoite whioh are eure o
flow from h'e generoue hequest, J

Thete ia no hetler way of disposing
affsurplus property than for the purpose
@ftraining the youth in the ways of
knowledgo and fighteousness; and
Elder Btevencon’s gift comes within
that Held. The Latter-day Balnte’
College hap proved its worthiness to
such pupport, vnd s peces: {1y e8s RD
-aduoutional faoctor, by the ten years of
418 aucceestul exiplenre. If a few more
of oar publio apirited oitizens would
“follow the exsmple set them Ip thie
&t of generosity, such valuable insti.
-#utlons 1n our Btale would roon be
placed upon a finanecial fooling suffi-
«¢lently flrm to insure them ngainst
euch difflcultles se have haraesed
them in the pas!, nud would ensble
fhem to lnorease thelr infiuence in the
Mleld of religtous and loteliectunl cul-
ture. This inotdent ls u suegestion to
-olhers a8 to one way of heedlng the
advice given by the Mapter with re-
apeot to the good Bamuritan, *Go and
do thon ljikew fre,??

MODERN PREACHING,

The New York World notloes as a n
“Interesting phenomenon of our time
that there isa pew and ohanged ue-
tivity 1o the pulpit, Preachers, In-
stead of hulitoally dlscuseing the
miceties of creeds and eplitting halra
-over qoestions of eschatology, spesk
upon malters of ‘‘mmediate apd
livipg importance,’ as for inetanee
when' Dr, Parkhurst takes up the
moral ride of the mopopoly ques-
tiov. Kven Mr. Moody. it ia olatmed,
hae fell the florce of the ohanee«
brought about uond has modified bls
atyle of preaohing.

The World thinks that thin chanee
is unquestiopably 4 wholesnme devel-
opment and one that mads *'pulpit
force?’ to the Influence of the newspa-
fpaper ih promotlng progreee. *‘In-

elead of urging men,’? the paper saye,
“to piraighlen oul tbeir deetrionl be-

liefe in order that they may save their

soule after dwarfing them by lives of
nerrow pelfishpbesr, they now seek to
#ave men in Lthis preevnt life from the
blight of wrongfut sonduct and the
blot of evil liviog, They have less lo
aay of f+ith and more of taithfulness to
doty. They tslk lees of doctrine and
mr~re of conduoct,’?

Qranted that the change meptioned
baa taken plage, its valone or {m-
portaoce as A faotor of the proe-
resg of humapliy can be estim-
ated only aller some conslderation of
the bistory of the pulpit oratory,
There never wes any preaching in
the world eflective for good except by
men who were conecioun ol having a
divine meesage to deliver to their
‘eilowmen and who performed the
duty of delivering 1t with fajilhfulnees,
po matter what the particular measape
wng, The first preacherp of Chrlstianity
—npnot Lo go heyond our own era—
had ruch a meesage, nnd il was by the
tiivine power esustalning it thet they
ronpgoeeded in obapging the world.
They rebuked sin, Jdefined dootrioees,
sppHed principles, predioted future
eventr, discrureed upen eschalclogy,
refuted errore 1o theclogy a 1 evep
grappled to snme extent with mocial
problemr, but alt with ope end in
view—the snnouncement that Jesus
wae the Messinh, the Bavior of the
world. Even nt Corinth, one of the
apolenl centers of lesrning, Paul,
sovording to hia own etatement, set
aslde nill “‘excellepoy of pperch or of
wisdom? and "*determined nnl to know
anylbing suve Jesns Christ and Hlm
cruclfied.”?

After the aze of the first Apostlee,
the coneclousnees of having A specinl
mwepruge to lhe world grew more faint,
and 1t s east]ly oheerved Lthat Lhe su-
thora of the homllies were rrouping
abont for suitable rubjects with whioh
tn edity their incresping sudiences.
Elcgquence bhad to msake up for the Jaok
of iuepiration, and the questions of the
day—political and eoolrl—were drawn
upon for themes of diecuesior. The
eloquent Chrysostom fell a victim to a
remark highly displeasing "to the em-
peror,

Linter, as heathen philorophers em-
brrced the new faith, the pulpit was
given up to speculatione and efforta to
barmonize Beripture with supposed
philueophiorl facte. Different sochoole
were formed and the honses of worship
beosme lhe batile grounhd of antago-
nistio faotions. This continued until
public preaching was pearly absn-
doned, snd eervices consisted chtefly
in pomnous ceremoniea,

The Reformation caueed s revival in
pulpit oratory, but It wna moetly of s
conlroversial nature, Bihle exegesir
being employed to prove the supposed
errofs of Lhe opponents, It war
mulnly throush the efforts of an-called
Pietlstn snd the reiigious reote allieti te
them, thatl preaohing wap made of a
more practical natore, ’

Btill, since the eariy Church, the
voloe of & epecial divine lospiration
brs pot been heard in the pulpit, un-
ti1 in thia sge the Lord again
sent  His meseepbgers to man-

|

kind. And they csme with a special
message (0 Lthijs generation. The
ohange noticed in the pulpit of the
world 18 s plain conferslon that the
preanhers have no eneclal mesrage to
deliver, and therefore must briog the
houre of worship to the leve) of the
lectnre foom, or the debating ball. Xt
fs & cowntradiction of the teachings of
the lart remeining A postle of oor
Lord, acootding to whom, before the
consummation of nll thinge, mes.
sengers Bhnuld appear upon the sceneo
saying, **Fear Qed, and give glory te
H!im; for the bour ot His jadgmentis
come; snd woretip Him that made
lieaven and earth snd the pea and the
fountains of waters.?

That warning, we concelve, Is what
the wotld today needs more than leo.
tures Wpon moral philoanpny, polltical
egopnomy of sooial probleme,

ISSUING ELECTION CERTIFICATES,

There {& considerable complaint u ver
the delay in letning certificates of elec.
ticn to those persons who, in Balt Lake
oounly, Tecelved & majority of voles

for various legielative and ocounly
ofHoera, This county seems to be the
only one where there is any dilatory
tenJency of whets there attaphes any
suspioion of working some socheme;
and jtbere should be no ocoasion of
complaint here. The law gopntrolling .
the matter Ja very clesar, no question
naving been ralsed ns to its validity,
whatever may be thought of an-
uwiher etstute bearing on anotber
branch of elecllon work. The cabvass
of the returnsa har been made, the ro-
sult has been offielally declared by
the ocounty ocanvassing boaru?s de-
terminatiop that certain persone have
been elecled, and the certificates of
cjeotion are now overdms. Any un-
pnecessalfy delay In their lesue {8 an
unlawiul sot upon the part of a min-
isterial officer, punisbatle by s fine
o! not more thao & thourand dollars or
by incarceration in the Biate priron for
not more than Aive years, or both flae
and lmprisonment. The matter of
fixing bonds hae vothing to dn with
+he 18sue of gertificates to the officere-
elsct; the ocertificales must first
spuge, and the glving of bonds
is B oconditlon.precedent to aeelImM-
ing the dualiee of office; the fix-
ing of bonuos belonge wholly to an-
other depariment of offlolal nrocedure.
Under the law, Lthe county commis.
tiopere, asn ecanvassing hoard, “"must
declare eleoted the persons baving the
btebest number of votea glven fof each
office to be filled hy the votes of & single
cuun!y or subdivielon thereof,” Io
Balt Liake county this bre been done;
the ¢fMeoere thus afleoted belng mems
bers of the Legislature county officiais,
glo. The jnw then direols that *‘the
county clerk must immediately make
out and deliver Lo suoh pereons s cer-
tifipate of eleotirn signed by him and
authevticated with bis senl,?” This i8-
stie of certificates follows Dextupon
the declaration of the result; there is
uo Ipterveniog actlon, ne question of
bondr, ©po wailing for & EQp-
pored preepective contest to material-
ize, and Do ehioanery or arrogant put-
ting off; nothing but a reasonabie time
tn whion to mske out nnd auwthenfi-
oate Lbhe certificates of eleotion. In
thie covoty those cerlificates should



