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ARE 'WE OF ISRAEL?

BY ELDER GEO» REYNOLDS.
¢iTarael shall blossom and bud and fifl the )
sworld yith fruiv '—Isaialk

CHAPTER T.

Introductory—The promises of God
to Abraham and his posterity—
The seed of Joseph in America—
The journey of the Ben Tribes
northward—Ephraim niived with
all nations — The testimony of
Prest? Brigham Young,

The belief that the Latter-day
SBaints hold that thebgreat noajority
of their number are of the house of
Isiael and heirs to the promises
made to Abrabam, to Isaac and to
Jacob, like many other portions of
their faith, has received the ridi-
cule of the shallow-minded and
the eontempt of the ungodly.
However it i3 notour present inten-
tion to answer such, but to geek to
adduce. evidence, outside of the
sure word of modern revelation, to
prove that the Latter-day Saints
have: good reasons, drawn from
history and analogy, for believing
the ‘words of thelr patriarchs who,
in blessing them, promounce them
of the house of Abraham and of
the promised seed of Jacob,

It is unncessary to here quote all
of the many gracious promises
vouchsafed by the great father of
us all to his friend Abraham and to
that patriarch’s immediate posteri-
ty, as they are cherished by the
Saints as of more than earthly val-
ue, as pearls beyond all price, as
sweet comforters in the day of trial
and as strong towers of defence in
the heur of temptation; yet it may
not be out of place to refresh our
minds by the recital of a few of the
most prominent, that we may bet-
ter comprehend the ideas and state-
ments that follow afcer.

Lt is recorded (Geneses xvil, ver-
* ges 4-7,) that the Lord covenanted
with Abraham, saying:

«‘As for me, behold, my covenant
is with thee, and thou shalt be a
father of many nations; nelther
shall thy name any more be called
Abram, but thy name shall be
Abraham} for a father of many na-
tions have I made thee; and I will
make thee exceedingly feuitful,
and I will make nations of thee,
and kings shall come out of thee.
And I will establish my covenant
between me and thee and thy seed
after thee in their ge¢nerations, for
an everlasting covenant to be a
God unto thee and to thy seed after
thee.”

Again (Geneses xxii-16-18) Je-
hovah declaree:

“By myself, have I sworn, saith
the Lord, that in blessing [ will
bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply thy seed as the stars
of heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore} and thy seed
shall possess the gate of his
enemies, and in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed.”

To Isaac and to Jucob were these
glorious promises confirmed if pos-
sible in yet stronger wording. Gen
xxvi, verses 4-10, xxviii, verse 14,
To the latter it was said:

“And thy seed shall beas the
dust of the earth; and thou shalt
spread abroad, to the west and to
the east, and to the north and to
the south. And in theeand in thy
seed shall all the families of the
earth be blesged.”

The blessing of Jacob upon his
son Joseph is doubtless eo familiar
to the majority of our readers, that
we shall simply quote the latter
portion:

“The blessings of thy father have
prevailed, above .the blessings of
my progenitors, unto the utmost
bound of the everlasting hills.
They shall be upon the head of Jo-
geph, and on the crown of the head
of him who was separate from his
brethren.”? © ©

We will take but one step further
in this direction, Jaeob, in blessing
the sons of Jeseph, said (Gen. x, 8):

“Let my name be named on
them, and the namesof my fathers,
Abraham aned Isaac; and let them
grow into a multitude in the midst
of the earth,” '

When Joseph reminded the aged
patriarch that his right band was
placed on the head of the younge:
boyghe declared:

“] know it, my son,I know it.
He (Manasseh) also shall become a
people. And he also shall be great.
But truly his younger brother shall

shall become a multitude of na-!
tions'?? . & g

There are two points. in these
blessings that are very noteworthy.
The firat, that.t he seed of these pa-|
triarchs should become innumers-
ble and grow to be a multitude of
nations in the midst of the earth;
the second, that in or through this
seed all the natiens and families of!
the-earth should be blessed.: With
Abraliam a covenant was made by
the Mosi High, that hesuould be-
come the father of many nations,
antd -when we have Jaid aside the|
deseendants @of Ishmael—the Ara-
bians and fheir feilows, who bave
grown into mighfy multitudes, and
not even counted the posterity of
the sons of Ketvrah and of Abra-
ham’s eother wives, yet in the one|
gon lLsanc¢ the ‘promise is renewed,
his seed also is Lo, multiply as “the
stars of heaven.””jOnce again we will'
divide the posterity and leave un-
noticed the dukes of Edom and the
other desceniants of Tsaac’s favorite
son  We will speak alone of Jacab;
to, him ~was repeated the . divine
promisg: ‘ )

“Thy seed shall be as the dust of
the eurth,” and agsin (A nation
and a company of nations shall be
of thee.”” Here let us pause for a
moment and ask, are they whom
the world regard as the only repre-
sentatives -of Jacob, to-day— the
dispersed ofgludah—all that that
holy man of old has to show as the
fulfilment of so great a promise as
the one last quoted. We think oot
but®believe that future gearch will
vindicate prophecy and prove that
the promises of the Eternal are not
cut short in their complete fulfill-
ment.

We are well aware, 8o great is
the tendency of the races .of
the earth to mix and inter-
mingle, that the Jews, as wellas
many Christiang, point to their
continued existence as a distinet
people, a8 an unanswerable argu-
ment in favor of the divinity of
their Scriptures,and the inspiration
of their prophets. But their his-
tory, their exclusivness, the dis-
persion, etc., do not fulfil a vast
number of the prophecies uttered
with regard. to lsrael. Yet when
the history of all Israel is written,
of Ephraim as well as of Judah, we
are satis_ed that no portion of God’s
holy word will be found to have re-
turned to his mouth unfalfilled,
and he will be as much glorified in
the hiding up of the Ten Tribes
and the mixing of Ephraim
amongst the nations, as in the scat-
tering of the sons and daughters of
Judah.

Jacob had one sen (and he not
the ancestor of the Jews) to whorn
these blessings were not only re-
newed, but extended. To Jozeph
it is said that his blessings have pre-
vailed above the blessings of his
pregenitors unto the utmost bounds
ot the everlasting hills, whilst of

'Joseph’s younger son it was declar-

ed, “*his seed ghall be a multitude
of nations.” Thus we observe that
with each succeeding heir to these
choice blessings the promises seem
to have grown larger, extended and
spread ougg@ To Abraham it Wwas
promised that he should be the
father of many nations:to Ephraim,
his grandson’s grandson it was said
of histeed, his seed alone, that it
should become a maultitude of na-
tions, Where is that multitude of
nations to-day? is a pertinant ques-
tion, for God has promised it and
they must exist, :
The average student of history
cannot answer this question. He
knows nothing of the posterity o
Ephraim, they are hidden from
his sight. Bu¢ the believer in the
Book of Mormon will point to its
record and declare that in the abor-
igines of Northand Bouth America,
and of many of the Pacific Isles we
find the seed of Joseph grown into
a multitude of tribes, ‘peoples and
nations. We thankfully admit
this truth, we cannot contradiet it
did we wish to do so. God has so
revealed it and the external con-
firmatory evidences are growing
stronger and more convincing
every year. Yetanother pertinent
question here presents itself, We
understand from the Book of Mor-
mon the. Lamanites to be of the
house ¢f Manasseh, Ifso his great-
ness does not fulfil the promises to
Epbraim, who was to be greater
than be. BSurely the Lord, having
go abundantly fulfilled his promiee
to the one brother,$has net forgot-
ten his covenant with his ‘‘first
born.” But shall wer be dJeemed
incongistent if wesay that we do
not think that the whole of that
multitude of nations is fourd in
the descendants of  Lehi, of Mulok
and their companions. Is itsup-

be greater than he; and his seed

posable that the Lord has confined

the fulfilment of the promises to
Joseph whuse blessiugs were to pre-

majority of ‘which have been for
fifteen hundred years—or one guar-
ter of this world’s existence since
mortalsdwelf hereon—amongst the

blessings. = Greater blessings in
numbers and in strength,’in intel-
ligence and wisdom, in the weallh
and treagures of the earth and
in - the arts - apnd  adornments
which applied knowledge produees,
We contend that where l[srael is
not under the ban of God’s displea-
sure through its sins and follies, it
leads the world. Its sons are
princes among men and the minis-
ters of God’s law to all people, in-
deed Lhad in it, secording to the oft
repeated promise, all the families ot
the earth will be blessed. Here we
may be interrupted by our reader
(for. it is luatier-day Saints we are
audressing) with the question if we
have forgotlen the ten tribes hid-

dén by Divine' Providence in the

for off frozen regions of the north,
and environed by a belt of snow
and jice so unpenetrable that no
man in modern days has reached
them. Now, we have not forgotten
them, and ‘through ‘them, we be-
lieve, as through Lehi and others,
have the promises of ‘God to Jacob
and Joseph been partially fulfilled.
But we ask further, is it altogelher
improbable that in that long jour-
ney of one and s half years, as
Esdras states it, from Media, the
land of  their captivity, to the
frozen north, some  of backsiiding
Israel rebelled, turned aside from
the main body, forgot their God, by
and by mingled with the Gentiles
and became the leaven to leaven
with the promised seed all tne
nations of the earth? The account
given in the Book of Mormon of a
single family of this same h.use,
its waywardness, its stiffueckedness
before God,its internal quarrels and
family feuds are, we fear, an ex-
ample en a small scale of what
most probably happened in the vast
bodies of Israelites who for so many
months wended their tedious way
northward. Laman and Lemuel
had ““no doubt’ many counterparts
in the journeying ten tribes. And
who so likely to rebel as stubborn,
impetuous, proud and warlize Eph-
raim. Rebellion sad backsliding
have been so characteristically the
story of Ephraim’s career that we
can scarcely conceive that it could
be otherwise and yet preserve the
unities of that people’s history.
(Can it be any wonder then that so
much of the blood of Ephraim has
been found hidden and unknoown
in the midstof the nations of north.
ern Europe aud other parts until
the spirit of propbecy revealed its
existence? But before proceeding
further in our research, it may ve
well to insert the words of one hay-
ing authority, to the effect that the
Latter-day Saints are of Ephraim,
to adduce ideas and reasons to sub-
stantiate this statement will be our
pleasure as we proceed along,

President Youug delivered a dis
course in the Tabernacle, Balt Lake
City, October 8th, 1855,from which
the iollowing are extracts:

“The set time has gome for God
to ga'her Israel, and for His work
to commence upon the face of the
whole earth, and the Elderss who
have arisen in this chureh and
gingdem ara actually of Israel.
I'nke the Elders who are no: in
this house, xnd you can scarcely.
find oce out of A hundred but what
is of the house of Israel. Tt
has been remarked that the Gen
tiles have been cut off, and [ doubt
whether another Gentile ever comes
into this Chureh.

'Will we go to Lhe Gentile na-
tions to preach the gospei? = Yes,
and gatherout the Israelites where-
ever they are mixed amowng the na-
tions of the earth, What part or
portion of them? The same part
or portion that redeemed the house
of Jacob and saved them from per-
ishing with famine in Egypt. *

. o 3 Ephraim has
become mized with all the nations
of the earth,and it i Ephraim that
is gatherinyg together,

“It is Ephraim that [ have been
searching for all the days of my
preaching, and that is the blood
which ran in my veins when I em-
braced the gospel, If thereare any
of the other tribes of Israel mixed
with the Gentiles we are also
gearching for them. ¥ X *

* It isthe hiouse of Israel we
are after, and we eare not whether

they come from the east, the west,

yall sbove that of lug progeuitors,
to tribes who are to day, aud, the'

wildest, the most degraded of man-|
Kind?  If so  the descendants. of]
those to whom no promises were
‘made have evjoyed the greater)

the north or the south; from China,
Russia; England, Cgiifornia, North
or South America, or some eother
locality; and it is the. wery lad
(Ephraim) upon whom Father Ja-
cob laid his hands, that will save
the house of Israel, The Book of
Mormon came to Epharim, for Jo-
seph Smith was a pure Ephraimite,
and the Book of Mormon was re-
vealed to him, and while he lived
he made it his business to search
for those who believed the gospel.
piea Laliaton mo b PG e ALOR A BKers
stand who we are; we are of the
bouge of [srael, ot the royal seed, of
theroyal blood.” (Journal of Dis-
courses, Vol. 2, pages 268-9.).
T'o be continued,
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WEBER STAKE CONFERENGE.

The Quarterly Conference of  the
Weber sStake of Zion was held in
the Ogden Tabernacle, on -atur-
day and Bunday; July the20th and
21st, 1878,

There were preseat on the stand:
Of «he Twelve Aposiles, President
John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff,
Franklin D. Richards and Joseph
F. Smith; the Presidency eof the
Stake D. H. Peery, L. J. Herrick
C. F. . Middieton, tegether with a
number of leading Bishops and El-
ders.

After the opening exercises Presi-
dent D. H. Peery eaid he was sorry
there were not more. present, but
realizing that now was an exceed-
iugly busy time with the farmers;
being in the midet of harvest, be
could in part exeuse themjstill if
we trusted more tothe Lerd and
performed our duty when our reli-
gion called, we would reap greater
blessings.

The following wards were report-
ed in the: morning session: 4th
Ward, Ogden City,by Counselor k.
Stratford; Second Ward by Bishop
Robert McQuarrie; Third Ward by
Bishop Winslow i“an; First Ward
by Bishop F. A. Brown; Harrisville
by Bishop P. G. Taylor; Slaterville
by John A. Allred; Riverdale by
Bishop . Bauford Binghamj North
Ogden by Bishep Amos Maycock;
Plain City by Counselor Jobn
Bpiers; West Weber by Bishop
Juhn I, Hart; Lyon by Bishop
Daniel F, Thowas; Eden by Coun-
selor Orson  Eggleston; Huntsville
by Bishup F. A. Hammond.

These reports were listened to
with a great deal of interest. The
reports concerning the great abund-
ance of ¢ropsand ihe, interest on
the part of the Relief Societies in
storing up wheat, and hence build-
ing grauaries,were very gratifying.
There also appeared 10 be anin-
creased effort, on the part ef the
lesser priesthood, to magnify theis
holy calling., The Y. M,M. [, As-
sociations were well attended, as
were also the Y, L. M. I. Associa-
tions. p {

The Relief Bocieties receiveu
special commeundatior for theis
valuable assistance to the Bishops,
in helping to take care of the poor
and the afflicted. The meetings
were usually well attended.

2 p. m,

After singing and prayer reporis
of the wards were continued, Uin-
tab, by Bishop Ira N. Spaulding;
Hooper, by Bishop Gilbert Belnap;
Mound - Fort, by Bishop David
Moore, ¥

Bupt L. F. Monch stated that
the aitendance in the day schoois
this summer had been better than
in any previous year, and that
wany of the young men aud ladier
of the county were preparing
themselves for teaching. In the
Sabbath schools the efforts of the
superintendent, Richard Ballantyne
and his assistant, were principall)
directed toward securing attend-
ance in the meeting as well as iu
the Babbath sehool. The children
were usually willing to go to school
but the main difficulty seemed to
be in securing teachers,

The clerk next read the statisti-
cal report of the Stake for the gquar-
ter jending July 20th, 1878. This
showed an increase over the last
yuarterly conference report of 73
officers, 179 members, and 138 souls,
thus showing that Weber Stake of
Zion was consigerably on the in-
crease durimg the last three months.

Elaer Wilforu Woeodruff address-
ed th- SBaints upon the importance
of the work in which we are en-
gaged and the negessity of union in
all things, especially where the
wovernment of the people of God
waa at stake.

Eider Joseph F. 8mith followed.
He gave a brief account of the
xreat faith aud integrity of
his mother, who, at his father’s

death, had to provide for two

=

families, how she paid striet tith-
ing, atiended to family prayer arnd
every church duty, teaching the
same to her children, and bhow she
was thereby abundantly prospered.
He then took up the subject of the
elective, franchise, and in a power-
ful "discourse showed the right cf
men in the priesthood to hold office
a8,well a3 laymen, if elected by the
people, also the absolute necessity
of union in our political affairs,

. Bunday, 10 2.m,

After the opening. exereises, Bi-
+hop Leonard W. Hardy addressed
the meeting on the docirine and
practice of tithing and the blessings
that flow therefrom, g

Elder George Q. Cannon follow-
ed, with an intensely inferesting
discourse on our present, position,
politically and religionsly,showing
the corruptions of the world, the
evils of office-seeking, and the right
of the people under the constitu-
tion to choose their leading men,
whether Apostles, Bishops, erother
members of the priesthoed to fill
=ecular positions, and the right of
those chureh anthorities to fill such
offices if elected, and they conde-
acended to do so. ;
*Elder Wilford Woodruff bore testi-
moBy to the truth: of the remarks
made, and to the fact that the
whole earth weunld come under the
rule of the kingdom of God.

2 p.m,

Aftersinging and prayer EiderC.
W. Penrose addressed theconference
on the certainty of all persons reap-
ing what they sowed, or receiving
the results of their own acts, good
or evil, all of which were recorded,
and the effects of which were
stamped upon their character, also
upen sustaining the church policy
in politics as well ae all things else.
- He then read the report of the
Y. M. M. I. A. of Weber Stake and
presented the’General Authorities
of the Church and of the Weber
Stake, who were unanimously sus- -
tained.
Elder John Taylor followed in a
powerful address, based on the
Lord's prayer, partieularly = the
words, ““Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it isin
heaven,” and showed that it should
be our highest aim to carry out the
will of the Liord in all the affairs of
life, and that the time would come
when the kingdoms of this world
would become the kingdom of God
and His Christ, and he would rule
over all the earti) forever.
Elder F. D. Richards returned
thanks to ‘the brethren of the
Twelve for their visit and in-

struction, and the singers under

‘rofessor J. Fowler for thelr mu-
wic.

Conference adjourned for three
months. .

L. F. MoxcH, Clerk.

b4t T

STAKE AND WARD
REPORTS..

————

We are new prepared to furnich
Presidents of BStakes with the ne-
seagary blank forms for their re-
porte.

Btake Reports, 5 cents percopy. -

"

Ward 35 cents per doz,
_g@F Mailed o:‘:s receipt of price.
Address—

CANNON & YOUNG,

Deseret News Office,

Salt Lake City.

WANTED.

FIRS CLASS OARDER, who under-

gtands Epinning and Weaving, coms-

008 ‘w‘:t‘:sha%“?'“ P W et
r's e ‘0

guaranteed if the purumre u? '

the
one applying is competent. A at the
DEsERET News Office. o a 181,



