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Saddest Feature of Modern
Ofvilization.

Bocial Evil license in St Louis
pmvedn failure. Bad as the law
the cit under the present
con&ltlon of ft.s al, is infinitely
worse. The aochf:wll system pro-
vided for acomplete - registration
with personal descriptions, of all
the abandened women in the city.
[t subjected the inmates of each
house to a medical examination
once a week, for which a tax of one
dollar and n half was levied upon
each inmate, and len doliars a
month additional upon eac¢h land-
lady. The merit in the roll of re-
gistration was ils completeness.
The efforts of the police department
were devoled to it. Men were de-
talled to tempt shop-girls and seam-
stresses. The appolntment made
with one of these spotters, the vie-
tim was given the choice of regis-
tration and a life of open shame, or
having her reputation blasted be-
fore a police court by the betrayer.
Of course this shut off, to a con-
siderable extent, clandestine im-
momlity, and dlmlulshcll the num-
Ler of assignatien houses. It must

Ths

have been 'open and notorious pros-
titution orchastity., The assurance

fgood 1 tal treatment of the
sick reconglled licensed womeéu to

the law. Their traflic was luera-
tive. Landladies reveled in wealth
while the law lasted., Last Win-
ter, Hammond the revivalist,work-
ed the leinto a religious frenry
With the meal of fanaties, they
warred on the law domnndlng its
ropeal. The loghlaturh yioided. and
every limitation was removed. TlLe
vige, before restricted to certain lo-
calitiss, left ita bounds within a
week, and to-day there aie assigna-
uon-housu in every part of the
city. The registration roll con-
taiaed the names of seven hundred
women ; now, thanks to the ass
Hammond, there are between 1,700
and 1,800 publiec prostitutes in this
gity. This does not include an ar-
my of women who before w
deterred from fear of detection, bu
now visit ous=s, Very
noticeable is the difference in the
number of these houses. From
twenty they have increased to three
hundred. The base keeper of one
of the most select of these resorts
placed in the hands of an official
a roll containing the names of sev-
enty-three ladies who visited her
kouse to meet gentlemen friamls.
Almost without exception these
women move in good soclely and
bolon% to the best families. The
to which licentiousness ran
riot in the parks last Bummer was
never known before. The news-
and the police in vain made
ex efforts to maintaia the ra-
ty of these resorts
epidemie of prdllmy Sgn ihelf
everywhere, r of di-
vorce cases is In ted. With
a single exception, the murder
cases pondlng in the Criminal
Court may be traced to domestic
infidelity, When the chrurch mo-
rlo carried thelr polnt, they substi-
tuted nothing A sick
Huuem!
tut-ed for lho of
men. Ten Lhousand dollars wu
rl.dgad for its su port A notor-
ous leader of demi-meonde,
Mme. Stillman, with most of her
girls, was ts inmates. This
millenniom nlx weeks. Btill-
man took her flock to church one
Sunday. On the way homs the
Is met some nice ﬂ men,
and went back to their evil ways.
Stillman left in disgust. Of the
$10,000 pledged, not $1 000 was col-
lected. © To-day “Guardian
Home™ exists on]y ln name. In

point of licentiousness, St. Louls Is

the t in the American
m.ﬂﬂf’fma;e. Wistrated
Newspaper.
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Newspaper Bcurrility.

A keen observer of human nature
ence

better
ter and tastes than to be informed
as to what he read. This is emin-

mﬂy frue as

If it be abusive,
nmnﬂ.!om nd corrupt, it is a safe
inference that the ch- for whom
it caters shares its views, oth;;who
there would be no excuse

publlntlon If on the other h‘mc’}

othing appears in its colemns

n oorruﬁln; tandnne , it is equal
able and honﬂ‘hb ney,
The demand will inevitably create

the supply and so long as there is a

ved class of a small degree of

btenment, newspa of a
low moral ton:' will be mhﬁd‘
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