THE DESERET NEWS.

ITEMS OF WAR NEWS.

The battle at Mumfordsville, Kentucky, on
the 17tn of December, is reported to have
been the most brilliant Federal victory
achieved since the commencement of the war.
Among the Federals killed were Lieut. Sachs,
- |of Cincinnati, who, as reported, killed eight

himself,receiving nine bullets from the enemy.
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THE CONVENTION.

On Monday next, according to arrangement,
the delegates that have beem elected by the
people in the several eounties of the Territory
will assemble at the Court House in this city,
and enter upon the duties assigned them, to/
frame and adopt a constitution and form of |
State government for the peopie of Utah, pre-
paratory to asking again for admission into
the Federal Union, on an equal footing with
the original States. The people of every
county, city, town, village and settlement in|
the Territory have spoken, and their voice|
Las been unanimous for dispensing with tte
in flicient, unconstitutional and oppressive
form of government instituted for their rule,
under which they have exislted since it was

fully inaugurated in the year 1851, up to the i
vresent time, and for adopting in its stead a On the morning of Dec. 19th, a Confederate

government better suited to their wants and | P2ttery of three guns, flanked with about two
n:cessities, aud in accordance with the prin- | Rundred infantry, suddenly commenced shell-

ciples of constitutional liberty, which every
American has a right to enjoy.

The people inhabiting these mountain val-
Yeys, who sought refuge here fromthe ruthless
hand of oppression, have borne patiently the
impositions that have beem practised upon
them under the operations of the Territorial
form of government provided by Congress, as
edministered by men of corrupt minds, from
those holding the appointing power down to
the least recipient of executive patronage---
honorable exceptions not included---till they
deem it unfittitg and impelitic to submit to
such things any longer; bnt they do not wish
to secede from the constitution of the United
flates, and only c'aim that the rights and
privileges accorded by that system of funda-
men'al ru'es shall be extend«d to them. They,
in short, wish to eleet their own rulers, pay
the expenses of their government, end do|
every other act which sovereign prop'e have a
xight to do, and not inhibited by the cons'itu- ]
tion they 8> much revers. That is all they Eerml the enemy, who h:"j_ four regiments of
ask, and 2ll they wish; and if extended to inf aﬂt{ y—=South Car'ahmans, Alabamians,
them, as it doubtless will be, they will rejoice|20d Kentuckians—with a battery of six
exceedingly, and be glad that the day of de Piece?, and a regiment of cavalry, under com-
liverance has come. 'mand of General Stewart. The Federal troops

The holding of the convention and the adﬂp_!are repurteti to have been victorious, the ene-
tion of a constitution for the future govern- ™y retreating after fighting an hour and a
m nt of the people of Utah will be an import- ; h::llf, leaving on the field fifty-zeven kil'ed and
ant epoch in their histery, as the result what- | Bineteen wounded. ‘I:ﬁ'n cannons were taken
ever it may be, cannot fail to produce a ma-| DY G”f' Ord, a quantity of small arms, and a
terial change in their circumstances and con- :’w E'r:lnfinem;i f;‘the Union _]“;’ 1:: Eltaée‘l at
dition for the better. No other consequence|t®n Kiiled an een wounaed. Col. Kane’s
is anticipated, and no other, we predi:it, will | Bucktail r'flemen rendered efficient service in
be rea‘ized. If their prayer is heard and |the fight. | The Culunel. was slizhtly wounded.
answered all will be right, it not all wii} be, [Early in the morning of Dec. 19th, Gen.
welk Pope, who was marching from Sedalia to in-

killed, besides Co'. Terry. The number of
wounded was unknown, but supposed to be
o oL ;wry' lasge. The next day after the fight,
1862 there were sixty-nine dead and wounded Con-
——— {federates found in the bushes. The Federal
loss was ten killed on the spot, seven meor-
tally and _thirteen otherwise wounded.
Of these mortally wounded four subsequent’y
died. The Texans lost a colonel, eaplain, and
lieutenant.
It was reported at Nashville, on Dee. 16th,
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the river.

Paducah advices stated that Humphrey
Marshall, was steadily advancing toward
Lexington, and meeting with little or no oppo-
gition.

It was announced that General Crittenden
was at Cumberland Gap with a large force,
‘and it was feared that he would invade Ken-

tucky from that peint.

twenty shells fell amidst the emcampment.
The six companies in camp were wel de-
ployed and intrenched.

The twenty-eigth regiment battery opened
fire with two guns, the first shot disabling one
of the enemy’s guns, the second falling in their
centre. The Federal battery then advanced
and poured into them a continuous fire, si-
lencing all their guns, and driving back a
fourth one, reinfo-cing them. The Confeder-
ates were driven from their position in full
retreat., There were, as reported, at least
fourteen killed, and many wounded. The
Federals, accord ng to report, did not loose a
man.

A portion of General McCall’s division,
consisting of Gen. Ord’s brigade, the first ri-
fles, and Easton’s battery of four guns, on a
reconnoisance and foraging expedition near
Leesburgh, on the 20th of December, encoun-
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The Late Rains. newly enlisted men for Price’s army, placed

Therefhas more water fallen in this part nf:ute MR hway, 08 D, Hay 'in PoNition hsax
the Territory since the first of Novembsr Iant'“ averly, and sent a scouting force under

than ever . befois ‘during the same length of Col. Jell. C. Davis, a few miles south of reported that a Federal launch was fired into
time sinece the settlement of the cﬂun},ry by .'I Warre: sburgh -and Keob Noefat o comie an| by Southers toops, and soven Yankoes killed,

the Saints, but no material damage has b Een!the_left and rear of the enemy, who pushed
Jone to property, excepting to wheat in the |FPidly forward and came up with bim
stack, which had been put up, as is too often | D the afternoon, drove in bis pickets, carried
the case in this country, without proper regard 2 strongly dﬁfﬁﬂd!d_hﬁdgﬂ by an assault, and
te security in the event of storms. In several ‘:,dm“ the enemy into a timber, who, finding
of the northern counties, as reported, no in_@imself surrounded, surrendered ?M thousand
considerable amount of grain in stacks, an d;“d thrie hundred men, including h:rn colc-
some that had been thrashed and not pruperly]m]“‘ one lltu'.enant-t:ul_nntl, one major, and
secured, has becn damaged by the heavy rains !E'FEI]?.EF,:II clptl?ns. Sixty wagons, heavily
(hat have fallen w thin the last ten weeks, |l2den wilh supplies and clothing, and a large

Reports received from the gouthern counties ‘number of horses and mules fe!l into the hands
of late represent, that in that part of the Ter- | ofCol. Davis whe had two men killed and
ritory large quantities of water have fallen fOUrteen wounded.

within the last few weeks, more than ever | 4 dispatch of the 20th, from Sedalia, states

before witn-ssed by the inhabitants at anyé"hat up to that date General Pope had taken
season of the year sinee they have dwelt in - 0@ the enemy about two hundred wagous
the mountains. laden with supplies, together with a large

quantity of ammunition and arms, a thousand
27" Lost, between Union Academy and the horses, tents, camp equipage, and about one

regidence of Anth ny Ivins, G. 8. L. City,'thousand eight bundred pri oners.
& coral necklace with a golden ccoss and| A dispatch frem Leavenwortb, on the 20th,
Weoach attached therete, The finder will con- state that a portion of the 3d Kansas regiment,

Rer a favor by leaving it at this ofiice, ,ander the command of Major Williams, made

- §

Of the Texas Rangers, sixty-two were

a dash into Missouri on the 17th, and burned

tities of stock.
' A Cbarleston dispatch of D-c, 9th, states
that on the 8th four Federal gunboats entered

ENﬂl'lh Edisto Inlet, and anchored opposite

' Rockville, on John’s Island, thirty miles from
men with two revolvers, but was finally killed

Crarleston, where the 1st Sou'h Carclina
rifles regiment, numbering six hundred, Col.
 Brarch, was encamped. Their camp was
ghelled, and under cover of the fire a strong
force was landed. The Carolinians fell back

four miles towards Charleston to a po

‘called Brick Church.
|
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FROM SECESSIA.

Richmon{ and Norfolk papers, of December

' slon’s defeat of the Federal forces on the Al-
leghany mountains. It was not known how

ried away during the ac'ion. The Secession-
ists admit that the victory was dearly bought
F!md that they d.d not pursue the Federal army
in its flight.

Among the killed of Johnston’s ccmmand
were Capt. Anderson, cf the Lee battery, and
Lieut. Thompson, of the Marion Guards,

It was stated that, up to the middle of De-
cember, the Confedcrate Congress bad econ-
firmed not less than seven thousand army ap-
' pointments.

A series of resolutions have been adopted

r

mending that no crop of cotton be seeded the
ensuing year,

R. M. T. Hunter was censured for wishin
to resign his place inthe Confederate Cabinet,
to avoid the trials which possibly await the
administration.

Col. Maxey Gregg, commanding officer of
the 1st South Carolina Regiment, has been
promoted {o a b.igadier general.

Silver was selling in Richmond at twenty-
five and gold at thirty-five per cent,

The Richmond Whig had called upon all
farmers of Virginia near the lines of railroads
to build ice-houses, and collect large supplies
of ice during the present season, as the whole
South will have to get its ice from Yirginia
the coming summer,

On the 16th of De¢ember, Henry C. Burnet
and Judge Monroe were sworn in as Senators
from Kentucky, which S ate haebeen ad-
mitted into the Confederacy.

Tbe Brownswille (Texas) Flag, of the 21st
of November, gives an account of an attack
on the city of Matamoras by Gen. Caravajal.
The General appeared before the city on the
' 10th, and commenced the at ack on the 20th.,
| Great carnage took place, and, at the hour
that the Flag weut to press, both parties
claimed success.

The Richmond Examiner says that resolu-
tions have been introduced into the Confeder-
ale Corgress, offering sympathy to the people

é conduct of the war as to open the way to her
admission into the Southern Confederacy.
The Charleston Mercury of Dec. 13th an-

|

tercept a supply train and a large body of Pouliced that the Federalists had erected a |

battery near Port Royal Ferry, of twelve 12-
pounder Parrot guns, and were throwing up
intrenchments on Port Royal Island. It was

- Gen. Evans arrived at Charleston onthe 12:h,
The late news from England gave great joy to

'the Carolinians.

It was understood by reports from a relia-

Il:rh': eource, received at Fort Monroe, that an
‘-lexp:ditinn on a large scale was being fitted
| out to proceed against Hatteras Inlet, and re-
‘take what was ecaptured by Commodore
Stringham. The fleet, it is said, will consist
of eleven large gile-wheel steamboats and
 propellers, and a number of ship’s launches,
taken from the Norfolk navy yard. It is ex-
pected to rendezvous at Roanoke Island, and
when joined by the gunboa!s fitting out at the
navy yard and iron werks at Norfolk, will at
once proceed to the coast of North Carolina.
The expedition against Hatteras Inlet is to
be in cammand of Arthur Sinelair, late of the
United States navy,and a resident of Norfolk.
It was stated that at least eleven hundred
men were employed at the Norfolk navy yard,
a large portion of them being engaged in
rifling old and new guas. -

the villages of Papinsville and Bu'ler, and
returned with many refugees and large quan- !

int | o
‘:t)gin thirty days.

17th. published the particulars of Col. Jobn- |

"

of Maryland, and urging such a poliey in the

" ‘——_m“_

Miscellaneous News Items.

The jo'nt committee of Congress to inquire
\into the conduct of the war, consists of Se: a-
‘tors Wade, Chandler, and Johnson, of Ten-
‘negsee, and Representatives Gooch, Covede,
‘Julian and Odell. N

- It was currently reported in Washinglon on

|
||

‘Dec. 19°h, that a wager of $500 had been
made between 2 m*mber of Congress and one
~of his constituents, as to whether or rot the
‘army of the Potomac would winter within its
‘present lines. The congresman bet that they
would not, and then offered to bet another
that a victory would be won in Virginia

At latest dates, the war feeling was at a
high pitch in Halifax and throughout the
Province of Nova Scotia.

The amphitheater at the Fair Grounds,Lex-
‘ingron,Ky , where a regiment of soldiers were
‘encamped, was recently destroyed by fire.---

that the Yankee advance of from five to six many of the Union troops were killed, but it 1' During the excitement, a sentinal shot Lieut.
thousand were at Green river, with some artii- ‘was reported that seventy or eizhty were left :I'.IM] l:Iicl-tman, ¢f Col. Morley’s cavalry, kil

| News from the “Stone Fleet,” received at
' New Bedferd, represent that the last of the
fleet arrived at Port Royal Roads, on Decem-
'ber 11th. Thefleet had 2 very rough passags
‘and several of the vessels arrived in a crip-
‘pled and leaky condition. Three of the ships
‘were sunk to obstruct the entrance te Sa-
vanrabh,

The promotions and appointments in the
army, made by the President since the publi-
cation of general orders No. 68, of August
'27th, have been recemtly published. There

ing the encampment of Colonel Geary’s Penn- | by the Legislature of Tennessee, relative to have been two hundred and ﬂfEEﬂ promotions,
sylvania Regiment, at Point of Rocks. Abeut |the opening of the southern ports, and recom- | >'* hundred and fifty appointments cf all

'kinds, in addition to sixty brigadier generals
of volunteers,the whole number of these being
about one hundred and ten. The appoint-
ments, as aids-le-camp to Gen. McClellan,
number thirty-two. Th'rty-one officers have
been retired under the lJaw upon that subject.

The St.Lou's Republican urges the Missouri
congressmen to ask Congress to relieve the
State of its proportion of the Federal tax
levied for the payment of interes*, which
amounts to over $800,000. It says that no
power whatever ean collect it until the State
recovers somewhat of its accustomed pros-
perity.

A lady from Charleston, South Carolina,
was arrested at Rouse’s Point, on the 19.h of
December, by order of Secretary Seward and
sent to Fe-t Lafayette.

A dispatch from Charlottetown, Prinee Ed-
ward’s Island, on the 19th ult,,announced that
the submarine cable across the Straits of
Northumberland, connecting Prince Edward’s
'Island with the continent, and belonging to.
'the Newfoundla:d Telegraph Company, had
again broken, aud, it was believed, could nut
be repaired.

Ou the 21st ult., in the Kentucky Legisla-
ture, the Houss, by a vote of sixty-nine to
eleven, concurred in the Senate’s amendment
to the bill reported by the House Committee
on Federal relations, thanking the President
for his modification of General Fremont’s pro-
clamation and Secretary Cameron’s report,
and requesting the President to dismiss Sccre-
tary Cameron from the cabinet.

A tr al of a new pontoon bridge, five ha:-
dred feet long, was receptly made under the
'direction of the engine r eorps of the New
fank 15th regiment, near the navy yard at
| Washington. President Lincoln rode over it
in his carriage; after which, six 12-pounder
hoaitzers, with six horses attached to each,
and six caissons, marched across, causing a de~
'pression of only eight inches. After this, one
of the engineers walked on the surface of the
water by the aid of tin floats about four feet
long and shaped like boats, which were at-
tacked to his feet. With the help of a pad-
dle, it is said, an operator can easily walk (n
the water and carry 2 line across a siream.
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Laxp Sripe.—A few days since, as we are
informed, fthere was a land slide in Eche,
some ten or twelve miles above the mouth of
the kanyon, of no small magnitude, a largs
fragment from the side of the mountain cow-~
ing down eompletely blockading the narrow
defile throngh which the read passes. So ef-
fectually was the road filled up with the mass
of rock and dirt descending from the hillside
that the stages could not pass till an open+
ing was made, which took some little time te
accomplish. A terrible place is Echo kan-
‘yon. The road through it is not always aa

(safe and passable as th.t up and down Ham’s
i Fork, .
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